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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon' hie Victor Alexander (Jkohc»k Robert 
B rLWKR-TiYTTON, Karl of I.ytton, 1\(\. G.C.I.E. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXMTTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir lluw ('hand M\htui. K.C.S.I., K.C.I.K., I.O.M.. 
Mahai^jadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, Vice-President, in charge of 
the Jfollow ing portfolios : — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

5. Excluded Areas. 

t». European Education. 

The Hon’hle Sir Ahimh-Rahim, Kt., in charge of the following poit- 
folios 

1. Judicial. 

2. Emigration. 

3. Immigration. 

4. Jurisdiction. 
f>. Legislative. 

f>. Haj Pilgrimage. 

The Hon’hle Mr. IT. L. Stktiiei^on, C.S.T., C.I.E., in charge of the 
following portfolios — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political — excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Jails. 

5. Ecclesiastical. 

The Hon’ hie Mr. J. Donu.I), C.I.E., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2* Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Reserved Industrial Subject#. 

4. Marine. 
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MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Sir Sikkndra Nath Banehjka, Kt., in charge of the follow- 
ing po r t folioH : — t 

Local Self-Government and Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provasji (’hinder Muter, C.I.K., in charge of the * 
following poitfolio:— 

Education. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab Smvid Nawah Am Chahdhuri, Khan IJuhadur, 
(M.E., in charge of the following portfolioa • 

Agriculture and Public Works. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Afldy, Babu Amulya Dhone. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Afzal, Nawabzada K. M. f Khan Bahadur [Dacca ('if y (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kmnduddin. [Raj shah i South ^ Muham- 
madan ). ] 

Ahmed, Khali Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin. [ Palma (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin. [Bukurgunj West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed# Maulvi Rati 1 <ldm [J ensure South ( Muhammadan). ] 

Ahmed, Maul\i \akuinuddin. [Dinajpur ( Muhammadan). ] 

Ahmed, Mi. M. [ Farid pur South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Munshi .lafar. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] ' 

Alev, Mr. S. Mahhooh. [ Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

A 1 i . Maulvi Syed Muksood. [ BarrackjKue Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Mr. S\ed Krfan. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

Ali. Mr. Syed Nasim. [24-Parganus Rural (Muhammadan).] 

Ali. Munshi Amir. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Ali. Munshi Ayuh. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] # 

Arhamuddin, Mauhi Khandakar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan \ . | 

Azam, Khan Bahadm Khwaju Mohained. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan). ] 

B 

Band, Mi R. N. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Banerjea, the llon’hle Sir Surendra Nath. (Minister, 2’1-Parganaa 
Municipal (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Ahinash Chandra. [Birhhum ( Non-Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchaimn. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Balm Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bhattachuiji, Bahu Hem Chandra (Nominated Non-official — labour- 
ing Classes.) 

Birley, Mr. L. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M. [ M\ mensingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Carey, Mr. W. L. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Chaudhuri, Bahu Kishori Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Cbaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur .Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. [Bogra (Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. [Maldu cum Jalpaiguri (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Hareiulrariath. [^4-Pargandh Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Sir Asutosh. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

[Minister, Myraensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvj Rahmat jan. | Faridpur North (Muhammadan)."] 
Chowdhury, Maulvi Euzlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Clarke, Sir Reginald. (Kxj>ert, Nominated.) • 

Cohen, Mr. I). J. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Colvin, Mr. G. L. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Currie, Mr. W. 0. (Bengal ('hamber of Commerce.) 
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Das, Balm Bhisinadev. (Nominated Non-offieial — Depressed (’lasses.) 
Das, Mr. S. R. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Niharan Chandra. [ Bakarganj North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

l)e f Bahu Eanindralnl. [HooghK cum Howrah Rural (Non-Muham- 
muduiO. ] 

Deare, Major-General B. 11. (Nominated Official.’) 

De Lisle, Mr. .1. A. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Dev, Mr. G. (t. (Nominated Official.) 

Donald, the llon’hle Mr. J. (Member, Executive Couneil.) 

Donovan, Mr. .1. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyuri Lai. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan)-] 

Dutt, Mr. A joy Chundor. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Hai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Cajmtta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 

Dutta, Bahu Annada ('Imran. [Chittagong (Non-Mulmmmadan).] 
Dutta, Balm Indu Bhuslmn. [Tippora (Non-Muhammadan).] 

E 

Emerson, Mr. T. (Nominated Official.) 

F 

• « 

Faroqui, Mr. K. G. M. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
French, Mr. F. C. (Nominated Official.) # . 
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G 

Ghatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmani. [Mulda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ghose, Mr. I). C. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhnromadau).] 
Ghose, Rai Bahudur Jogendra Thunder. (Calcutta University.) 
Goode, Mr. S. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Khulna ( Muhammadan). ] 

Haq, Shah S\ed Emdadul. [Ti]>}H»ra (Muhammadan).] 

Hornell, Mf W. \V. (Nominated Official.) 

Hunting^ord, Mr. 0. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Iluq, Maulvi Kkramul. [Murshidahad (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Md. Madassur. [Burdwan Division North (Muham- 
madan).] 


J 

James, Mr It H. L. Langford. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Janah, Balm Saiat Chandra. | Midnaj>ore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 


K 

Karim. Mauhi. Ka/.lal. [Bakargaiij, South (Muhammadan).] 

Khaitan, Balm De\i Prosad (Nominated Non-official. ) 

Khan, Balm Dchciidin Lai. | Midnapoie Noith ( Non-Muhammadan). | 
Khan, Mauhi Ilamnl-ud-din. [Ritngpur East ( Muhammadan) . | 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin. ( Mymeiisingh East (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Khan, Mr. Kazaur Rahman. (Calcutta North (Muhammadan),] 

Klmn Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali . [ Hajshahi 

North ( M uhammadan ) . ] 


L 

Lantf, Mr. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Larmour, Mr. E. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Law, Raja Reshee Case. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

M 

Maharujadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon’ble. (Member, Execu- 
tive Council. ) • * 

Makramali, Munshi. fNoakbali (Muhammadan).] 

Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
MarT, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.), 
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McAlpin, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. I\ C. (Minister, Presidency Landholders.) 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Morgdn, Mr. G. (Bengal Cham her of Commerce.) 

Muir, Mr. R. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. [Hooghly cum Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhon. [Hooghly Municipalities (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Mukherji, Professor S. 0. (Nominated Non-official-^The Indian 
Christian Community.) • 

Mukhopadhuya, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhara- 
madan ) . ] 

Mull i ok, Babu Nirode Behary. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 
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Nakey, Mirza Muhammad Ali. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 


P 

Pahlowan, Mnulvi Md. Abdul dubbur. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Pal, Uni Bahadur Rudhu Churan. [Calcutta East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] * 

Parrott, Mr. Percy. 

Poddar, Babu Keshoram. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. (Nominated ’Official.) 
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Rae, Mr. W. R. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

Rnheem, Mr. Abdur. (Nominated Nou-official.) 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Raikat, Mr. Prasnnna Deb. [Jalpaiguri ( Non -Muhammadan ). ] 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

<lay,» Babu Bhabendra Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [Deputy-President, 24-Parganas Munici pa l 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi landholders.) 
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Bay, Rai Bahadur Fpeudra Lai. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Balm Brojendra Kishor. (Dacia Landholders.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Nominated Non-official— 
Labouring Classes.) 

Ray Choudhiiry, Raja \fanmutha Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Rishi, Rahu Rasik Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan), j 
Roy, Rabu Jogendra Krishna. [ Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan). J 
Roy, Rahu Jogendra Nath. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Roy, Rahil Nalini Nath. [Jevtore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mahaflgja Rahadur Kshauuish Chandra. (Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Roy, Mr. Rijoyprosad Singh. [ Ritrdwun (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. O. N. < Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. J. N. (Nominated Official.) 
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Ro\ , Ra i Rahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. (Ruidwan Landholders.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. [Ruidwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Chaudhuri, Rahu Sailaja Nath. (Khulna ( Non-Muhammadan). | 
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Salam, Khan Rahadur Ahdus. |J east ire North (Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Rahu Jogesh Chandra. | Rongpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar. Rahu Rislninlru Nath. [ Rankura West ( Nou-M uhammadan ) . | 
Siniia, Rahu Suiemha Narayan. [Muishidahad ( Non-Muhammadan). J 
Skinner, Mr. H. K. < iiengal ('ham her of Commetce.) 

Spry, Mr. II. K. (Nominated Official.) 

Stark, Mr. 11. A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Stephenson, Mr. 11. L. (Member, Kxecutive (’ouncil.) 

Suhrawardy, J)r. A. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Dr. llassan. [ Hooghlv cum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. TIuseyn Shaheed [Rurdwan Division South 
( Muhammadan ) . ] 
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Traveiw, Mr W. L. [Rajslmhi (European). J 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
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(Official Report of the Tenth Session.) 

VOLUME x. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

Tiik Council mot in the Council Chnmlrer in the Town Hull, Calcutta, 
on Monday the 20th November, 1922, at 2-40 r.M. 

Present: 

Tlie Hon’hle the President in the Chair, the four Hon 'hie Members of 
the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble the Nnwab 
Xaiyid Nawab Ah Chnudhuri, Khan Bahadur, being absent), and 
101 miniinated and elected members. 


Oaths. 

The following member* made an oath or affirmation of their allegi- 
ance to the Crown : — 

The IfoTi’blo Mr. 11. E A. Cotton, c.i.e. (President). 

Major -(jeiict'al B. H. DhUiK, f.I.h., i.M.N. 

Mr. t * . N . Hoy. 

Mr. A. Mark, c.i.e. 

Mr. ( i . (i. ])ky. 

Mr. .1 . T. Donovak. 

Sir HeciINald Clarke, kt., c.i.e. 

Mr. S. H. Das. 

Maulvi Ea/i w Karim Ciiownm ry. 

Maulvi Huimumn Choi ihu ry. 

Mr. W. W. Hornell. 

At 3 r.M. the Registrar to the Council announced to the Hon'ble the 
President that His Excellency the Governor was without. 

The Hon’ble the President then left his seat on the dais and met 
His Excellency at the door of the Chamber. His Excellency . the* 
entered the Chamber with the Hon Trie th# President and, at the request 
of the Hon’ble the President, took his seat on the Presidential Chair, 
the Hon*hl« the President being seated on His Excellency’s right. 
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His Excellency the Governor’s address. 

HIS EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR of BENGAL (the Earl of 
Lytton) : Gentlemen, — On two previous occasions, since my arrival in 
India, I have taken the opportunity of the opemng or closing of a session 
to address you upon matters in which I have personally taken some action 
which I desired to explain to the Council. In the present session, 
there is only one such matter — namely, the nomination of a successor 
to the late Nawah Sir Syed Shams-ul-IIuda as President of the Council, 
and in the few remarks 1 have to make to you this afternoon I shall 
confine myself to that matter. On the last occasion I expressed my desire 
to he associated with the vote which the Council passed of condolence with 
the late President on hiy illness and retirement. Since the Council 
last met Nawah Sir Syed Shams-ul-IfiKla has died, and once again I wish 
to join with the meml>ers of this Council in expressing my appreciation 
of his services and inv svmpath\ with his family in their bereavement. 
Before 1 come to deal with the appointment of his successor I have an 
obligation of gratitude to discharge to the Deputy- President for the 
public spirit with which In* has carried out his difficult duties. The 
Council, I know*, appreciates the manner in which Bnbu Surendra 
Nath Hay lias filled the i>ost of Deputy -Presidentship and done the work 
of President for a year, hut I w ish to express publicly my jiersonal 
thanks to him in particular for the spirit in which In* received the 
appointment of Mr. Cotton, which must, of course, hu\e been a dis- 
appointment to him. He, at once, acceded to my request to continue 
in tlm post of Deputy-President, and in tin* most public-spirited 
manner consented to preside over the Council in tin* July and August 
sessions. Throughout the whole of tin* period in which he lias ]>er- 
formed the duties of President lie has refused to accept any salary for 
his services. I am deeply grateful to Mr. Ka\ for the admirable 
spirit which he has shmvn thioughout. I am sure that all the mem- 
bers of tin* Council will join with me in an appreciainn of his services. 
I now wish to say one won! about the selection which I have made of 
a successor to the late President. As # the Council is aware, the Art 
of 1919 imposes upon the Governor the duty of .selecting the President 
of the Legislative Council for the first four years of its life. After 
that time the Council will elect its own President. It w*as the inten- 
tion of Parliament and of the Select Joint Committee, which helped to 
frame the Act of 1919, that, where possible, the post of President, during 
these first ^ four years, should bo filled by some one with experience 
of the working of representative institutions in England, so that the 
iuIch of business might lie framed and the customs of debate estab- 
lished from the first in accordance with parliamentary tradition*. 
As these Councils have l>eon constituted on the model of the House 
of Commons, it is important that their members should have *the 
means of learning nt the outset w’hat is the custom and practice of 
procedure in the House of Commons. It was. with this objeqt that 
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Mr. (now Sir Frederick) White was appointed to preside over the Legis- 
lative Assembly and guide the members of that body in laying the founda- 
tions of their procedure, and from all that I have been able to learn, that 
appointment has t>ecn fylly justified. It was with the same object 
that, when the post of President of this Council become vacant, I 
decided to look, first of all, for a man with some parliamentary 
experience. It would, 1 think, be a most undeserved reproach if it 
could be said with any truth that the business of a Provincial legis- 
lative Council was not of sufficient interest or importance to induce 
a men i lie r of the House of ('ominous to accept the office of its Presi- 
dent. Mr. ^Cotton’s acceptance of this post has removed this 
reproach as far as Bengal is concerned, and, judged by this test, 
we can now say that our business is no less important than that of 
the legislative Assembly. It is my ambition, as 1 am inure it is that 
of every one of its members, that the Bengal legislative Council should 
conn* to Ik* recognised as the lest model of a representative legis- 
lature in India. 1 feel that I am fortunate m having secured in 
Mr. Cotton, a man who 1ms not only had exjierience in the House of 
Commons and the London County Council, but has had previous 
experience of Bengal and its |w*ople. Mr Cotton's name is well 
known and greatly revered in Calcutta. He, himself, 1 am glad to 
think, has many friends in Bengal, and some even among the memliers of 
this Council. He conies to us, therefore, not as a stranger, but as an 
old friend, and 1 am confident that he will ver\ quickly win the con- 
fidence and respect of this Council. I am iiersoimlly extremely 
grateful to him for having accepted m\ invitation, and I trust that 
bis occupancy of this difficult and important post will serve to strengthen 
the admiration and affection which I know' he already feels for the 
people of Bengal. (Applause.) 

His Excellency the Governor then left the Chamber preceded by the * 
Hon’ hie the President. 

The Hon’ble the President then re-entered the Council Chamber 
and took the Chair. 


Speeches of Weloome. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Mr. President,— After the eloquent tribute paid to you 
by His Excellency the Governor, I do not feel I would be justified in 
taking up the time of this Council at any length in welcoming you 
here, but let me assure you, on behalf of mv Hon’blo Colleagues, 
the Memliers and Ministers, that it is a great pleasure to us to have 
you here to-day. As His Excellency has very rightly pointer! out 
that when we have started on a great experiment in this country, 
in the Bengal legislative Council at any rate, we should have at the 
helm of affairs a President who has had experience of the procedure 
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in the House of Commons, and on the top of tliat you have had very 
valuable experience in the London County Council, no/t to speak of 
that important body over which my friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik 
at the present moment presides. Apart from that, although like 
everywhere in India, the value of traditions is beginning to be mini- 
mised, yet we are sure that the traditions of your family, the tradi- 
tions that your nobh* father left behind, will assist you Ito discharge 
your duties to all of us in a manner which will not only help us to 
make this Council what it should l>e, but help us to learn how to 
run this Council properly. On behalf of my Ilon’ble Colleagues, 
the* Meml>ers and Ministers, 1 welcome you, Sir, once n^pre. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANER4EA: Mr. Resident, 
— I desire to associate myself thoroughly with the observations which 
have just been made by the Ilon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan, and I extend to \ on a welcome not only on behalf of 
Government, but I venture to add also on behalf of the members of 
this Council. You come here, Sir, as the bearer of a great name, of 
honoured traditions which have extorted the admiration and grati- 
tude of my fellow-countrymen, and your father’s name will long be 
cherised wilth affectionate reverence bv the people of thin province. 
1 am sure, Sir, that you will follow these traditions, add to them, 
amplify them and leave behind you a viame worthy of these great 
traditions of which you are the inheritor. 1 do not .think I should 
detain this Council with a long sfx*ech. On behalf of the Council 
I desire to extend to you a most cordial welcome. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu 8urendra Nath Ray): Mu. 

President, It is with great pleasure that I gne you a most hearty 
welcome. We have known each other for more than quarter of a 
century and have been friends for two generations. For five genera- 
tions you have eaten the^salt of India and you and your family have 
always lwn the friends and well-wishers of the people of tins coun- 
try, ami have not only sympathised with their aspirations but have 
fought for their just rights. Both in the Provincial and the Impe- 
rial Council, as well as in the Imperial Parliament, the people of this 
country found in your good father a sturdy champion of their rights 
fighting on their behalf. You have all along maintained the best 
traditions of your family l>oth as Editor of India, as well as a mem- 
ber of the House of Commons, and in your other spheres of activity 
in England. You will find in the members of this Counoil a body 
of responsible and intelligent men who are generally actuated by a 
high sense of duty to serve their motherland and whom it will not be 
difficult to guide and to manage. 

Rti JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: On behalf of 

the non-official members of this Council I beg to accord to you n 
hearty welcome and an assurance of our goodwill towards * you. 

1 
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5*>u have come here amongst us with a great name. Your father Sir 
Xenry Cotton's name is cherished by the people of India with love 
and gratitude as one of their best friends. You, too, Sir, have come 
here as His Excellency said, not as a stranger but as an old friend. You 
too had your part as Editor of the India newspaper in the grant 
of the great Reforms which in spite of their palpable defects and in 
spite of the condemnation of impatient patriots are a great adv an ce 
for India in the path of freedom. You have come here as a Member 
of the British House of Parliament with the best traditions of that 
House, with the best traditions of the stronghold of human freedpm, 
and we, theeMore, expect that you will treat us as the Speaker of that 
great House would treat the Members of Parliament, with strictness 
and justice between man and man, and never interfere with that free- 
dom of speech which is *thc very life of parliaments. 

Mr, R. H, L. LANGFORD JAME8* On behalf of the non-official 
European members of the Council 1 should like to be allowed to 
add our welcome to those which have already been extended to you 
by His Excellency and the succeeding shakers. We are not, Sir, 
numerically a very strong party in this House. We are all, I 
think, extremely busy men, and, therefore, there are times when 
we are not nhle to devote to this Council perhaps all the attention 
we should desire, but, Sir, we do our best to do our duty. Briefly I 
think, perhaps, our motto is facta von verba. We are not, Sir, a 
very vocal community, and T will, therefore, not inflict myself longer 
on the Council, but 1 do extend to you a most hearty welcome on 
behalf of the noti-offir ml European members of this Council. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I feel I would be wanting in my 
duty as a very humble member of the community to which I belong, 
were I to hesitate a single moment in joining my colleagues in offer- 
ing you a sincere and cordial welcome. But permit me to assure you, 
Sir, that this welcome is based on feelings which come deep from the 
heart of every Indian — feelings far higher and far nobler than the pass- 
ing sentiment of ordinary courtesy or even conventional formality. 
Bir, generations of the honoured name you bear have given to India 
the best part of their lives in building up that great constitution of 
ordered Government in this country which is at once the wonder and 
admiration of the whole civilized world. Sir, it is impossible that a 
Cotton should come to Tndia and not be assured of a hearty welcome. 
The name of Sir Henry Cotton of revered memory is a household word 
not onlv in Bengal but all over India. The Cottons of old worked with 
the goal dizply in sight, but you, Sir, have come when we hope f we ye 
fairly in reach of that goal. In the discharge of the duties of your 
exalted office, you will want the assistance and co-operation of the 
.members' of this Council. I think I may say on behalf of my colleagues 
that ihia co-operation and assistance will be freely given and that 
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tinder your guidance this Council will be able to efficiently discharge 
its duties in a manner worthy of the best traditions of the Bengal 
Legislative Council, and worthy of the great gift which has been in 
the power of England to bestow on the people of India. I will not 
take up the time of the Council any further. Once more, Sir, I beg 
to extend to you a very hearty and sincere welcome. 

Rai RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I feel special pleasure in 

extending to you a hearty welcome. For two generations we have been 
close and intimate friends, and when I remember, or rather look back 
to the old days when we were associated in the Corporation* of Calcutta 
as members, colleagues and friends, 1 cannot but feel not only pleasure 
but pride in welcoming you back again to the Council. As has been 
correctly observed by several previous speakers the name of Cotton is 
a household word in India, and during the time that you had been 
in our midst you had identified yourself with the people of this country. 
In fact, we have always treated you as one of us and you on your part 
have never ceased to take a keen interest in our welfare. You have 
identified yourself with the Reforms whic h we are now earnestly striving 
to make a success, and I koj>e, Sir, that under your guidance the 
feeforms, socially in the Presidency of Bengal, will be fully justified 
by the legislature over which you will preside. The esteem, love, and 
admiration in which you are held fully show the ardour and enthusiasm 
with which your ap]H>intment was welcomed as President of this Council. 
Although you are not an Indian, you are welcomed as affectionately as 
an Indian if he had been appointed, and not only on my behalf but on 
behalf of my countrymen I welcome you as heartily and as cordially as 
we would have welcomed an Indian. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: As a representative of the Muhammadans 
of Dacca in the Council, mid as the first elected non-official Chairman 
of the Board of a district where you, Sir, first saw the light of day, I 
rise to associate myself with the words of welcome which have fallen 
from the leader of the House and oifr resected leaders the Hon’ble 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea 
and other previous speakers. 

* You do not come, Sir, as remarked by His Excellency, a a a stranger 
in the midst of strangers, but as a friend amongst friends. 

As a member of a distinguished family which has loyally served 
India for close upon a century, your selection as President of <mr 
Council was bound to evoke the enthusiasm and interest, and elicit the 
applause all( l approval of the people of Bengal. But yqp have your 
own personal claims on our regard and esteem established by invaluable 
and faithful services rendered to India when it had but few friend* 
amongst the people of your race. To me your return to the* scene *|« 
your former labours as the President of our Council is full of significance. 
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is not only a happy choice on which the Government is to be oon* 
gtatulated but it is a happy augury. By a strange coincidence, by the 
aomdent of birth, the head of our Government is an Indian and the 
President of our Council a man of Bengal. If the stars which preside at 
our births have not lost their ancient influences, this conjunction 
augurs well for the Reforms. But without drawing upon astrological 
lore, I may safely declare that you, Sir, embark upon the duties of 
your new office under the happiest of auspices. The golden links of 
affection and gratitude have already secured a place for the honoured 
name you bear in the hearts of our ]*»ople. One has only to look around 
to see the Ihonument of love and gratitude raised by admiration and 
esteem be a “ True friend to India and its People ” — one who gauged 
the depth and intensity of Indian feelings, understood and sympathised 
with the aspiration of “ New India ” — one who watches, if the dead 
care for what goes on in our petty world, with keen mfd anxious eyes, 
the deliberations of the Assembly over which his son presides to-day 
from the Valhalla, where a grateful public have placed his marble bust 
right in front of you, Sir, ns I learn from the Maharajadhiraja. 


Mr. D. C. CH08E: In offering you a very cordial and sincere 
welcome as the President of the Bengal Legislative Council, I need 
hardly say that it is to me a special pleusure to see in the Chair of this 
House an old and valued friend of mine and mv family. But apart 
from jiersonal grounds I am able with complete justification to wel- 
come you to that Clmir as a fit man in a fit place. Bengal, to you, is 
your second home; You are us familiar with it as any son of the soil can 
be and, added to that intimate familiarity, you bring valuable experi- 
ence of transaction of public nffairs in the London County Council and 
the House of Commons. These are, Sir, unique qualifications for the 
post which you now occupy. A distinguished ex-Prime Minister of 
England once said that he failed to realise why it was at all neceasary to 
have a chairman of a meeting. He went on to observe that meetings 
and assemblies were not so tumultuous as to require the intervention 
of a chairman and the only visible function of the President was to 
possess himself of the most comfortable chair in the meeting room and 
listen to speeches made by other people. This, I hope, is not the picture 
you have in your mind of the functions which you are called upon to 
exercise as President of this Council. You have, Sir, if T may remind 
you without any impertinence, very valuable functions to discharge os 
the spokesman of this Council; and you may rest assured that in the 
discharge of your duties, you will get all the help and co-operation 
which we, the non-official members of this House, are capable of 
rendering you. * * 


fir A8UT0SH CHAUDHURI: I accord you a hearty welcome. I 
do it in my individual capacity. I do* not know that I can represent 
the House in addressing these words of welcome to yon on behalf of 
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any community. I know you, Sir, as a friend and I know there ere. 
Several friends who accord you this welcome. This scene to-day recaiii 
to my mind a scene which occurred many years ago. At that very 
place which you are now occupying, your .father came to a sitting 
of the Indian National Congress and my friend, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjea, addressing your father and referring to the Indian 
National Congress said: “ Here is a New Indian. May I introduce 
Mr. Cotton (he was then not Sir Henry Cotton) to you all.” I 
remember what Mr. Monmohan Chose then said about your father which 
elicited great applause — 1 believe my recollection is correct. We wel- 
come you as his son who will emulate his love for IndiA You are 
now facing “ New India,” and I feel, from what I have kno|fn of you 
as a personal friend for many years, that you will do your work which 
will honour the chair which you are now occupying. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: As one belonging to a 
hopeless minority in the Council, i.e., the “ opposition,” if it can be 
called “ opposition ” at all, I beg to welcome you as our President. 
You have been called upon to preside over our infant Council, where, 
as yet, no regular system of party Government has evolved, and so we, 
who to the official benches are mere irresponsible critics, naturally look 
up to our President for guidance and tolerance. And, Sir, our wel- 
come to you is not a mere formal matter, for in the words of the poet 
I might say: “ trailing the clouds of glory and love you come.” We 
in the orient are prone to look into the family traditions of a man and 
in you, Sir, we find the son, the worthy son of our dear late Sir Henry 
Cotton, one of the Presidents of the Indian National Congress and as 
such one of the ardent oppositionists. (Laughter.) And you yourself, 
Sir, both hero and in England, have all along been helpful to the cause 
of India. 

We fully hope, Sir, that*all these high traditions and the memorable 
past would always guide you in the discharge of your duties as the 
President of our Council. 

» 

Bftbu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: As the only Marwari repreaen- 
* tative present in this House, I think I would be failing in my duty if 
I do not rise to associate myself with the words of welcome that have 
been addresed to you this afternoon. Sir, as has already been said, 
you and your father have been not only well-known in this province, but 
are recognised throughout India as a sincere friend. You have under- 
taken the duties of the President of this Council at a time when this 
province has got to do much spade work, and when the province is 
qpfferjng from the miseries of unemployment without the redeeming 
feature of progressive industrialism which is the only relief for the 
miseries of the people. I hope, Sir, that in this Council, over the delL 
berations of which you have come to preside at this old age {loud 
laughter) you will be able to help in the progress and prosperity 'of this 
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it no distant date. 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ delivered his speech in Urdu, 
i translation of which is as follows : — 

I am a mufassal member, I am also President of a Union Board. My 
wrthplace is Gauhati. Your father, Sir Henry Cotton, was the Govern- 
>r of the province where I hail from. How happy we were in those hal- 
cyon days. I must congratulate you, Sir, from the core of my heart on the 
jncceas which you have attained. The post of the Speaker of the 
Bengal Council has been conferred, and rightly conferred, on you to 
the utmost satisfaction of the country. The reason is obvious. Your 
father was a true friend of India — a mil, sincere, and devoted friend. 
He was loved and respected by the Indians. Sir, it is useless for me 
to recapitulate what other members have said in this direction. Let us 
hoj)e that in the discharge of the onerous task which has devolved 
upon you, you will not deflect yourself an inch by any doubt or mis- 
giving, and, under your guidance, we trust we shall lie able to rectify 
ourselves where we err, and achieve our goal in the performance of the 
duties entrusted to us by our people. 

The President's address. 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT (the HorPMe Mr. H. E. A. Cotton) : Uentmgmrn or 

the Corxcit, — If the remarks that 1 now address to you are very brief, 
you must not think thereby that I am not profoundly touched by the 
welcome which has been extended to me from all sides of the House. 
But the duty of a President is to preside, and not to inflict lengthy 
harangues upon the House. Therefore, as I say, I shall lie very 
brief; but I hope that you, one and all, will understand how very much 
I appreciate the kind, cordial, uud even affectionate words which have 
been addressed to me this afternoon. 

When I think of the length of time during which I have been asso- 
ciated, on personul terms, with some of those who have spoken, it makes 
me indeed feel that I am really the old man which my friend, Babu Debt 
Prosad Khaitan imagines me to be. (Laughter.) But it is indeed a 
very great pleasure to me not only to come back to Calcutta, and see the 
Reforms in working order, but may I say also this, to come back to see 
— what strikes me almost instantaneously — how cordial are the relatione, 
bow instinct with good feeling, are the relations, between the Europeans 
in Calcutta and those Indians who associate themselves with the admin- 
istration. (Hear, hear.) I find in that the njost encouraging feature 
of the situation and long may it continue. * * • 

Now, gentlemen, I hope that you will look upon me as the spokesman 
ol the Council. I hope also that you will all remember that jt will not 
be pbeaible for you always to agree with the rulings that I may give; but 
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whether jjpu agree or not, I hope you will understand that those rulings 
have to be obeyed. In this chair, which I now hare the honour to occupy* 
many Viceroys have sat to preside over the Legislative Councils of former 
days. I hope that my association with the Council and my relations with 
you all will be worthy of the traditions which surround this historic chair* 

I want again to thank you all and in particular to assure my worthy 
friend, Shah Syed Emdadul Haq, that although it is 16 years since I have 
heard Urdu spoken, I was astonishingly able to understand nearly all that 
he said. 

Now, gentlemen, I have little more to say except to express the hope 
that when the time comes for me to vacate the chair, the far^rell that you 
will take of me will be as cordial as the welcome which you noy give me, 
for after all the test comes when a man lays down his office and not when 
he assumes it. (Hear, hear.) 


Death of the first President, the late Nawab Sir 8yed 
8tum.ul.Huda, K.C.I.E. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, — 1 feel a great sense 
of sorrow in rising to address a few words to you with regard to my old and 
.respected friend the late Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-TIudu. You have 
already had an opportunity of expressing your appreciation of his services 
in this chair. Since then the news of his death has reached us and it 
becomes our mournful duty to pay a last tribute to his memory. I can 
remember very well how closely I used to be associated with the Nawab in 
the old days when I was in Calcutta. There were two tilings above all 
which struck me about the Nawab Sahib. One was his extraordinary 
courtesy, which transcended even the traditional courtesy of the Oriental, 
and the other was the marvellous command which he possessed over the 
English language. Well, ih those days I do not think that the Nawab 
Sahib ever contemplated that he would rise to the high offices which he did 
subsequently fill, but those of us, who worked with him, knew perfectly 
well that whatever office he might be called upon to undertake, he would 
‘fill that office with distinction and credit. Now, a life has been brought to 
a .close, full of public service, full of devoted public service; and an exam- 
ple has been presented which, I hopes not only the members of his commu- 
nity hut all in Bengal will remember and will strive to imitate. 

I now a$k Mr. Deputy-President to say a few words. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: It is with great sorrow that we all hare 
heard of the death of the late Nawab Sir Syed Sh&ms-ul-Huda.. I knew 
him fbr nearly 35 years that is from the time he was enrolled as a vakil of 
the Calcutta High Court. In early life he was known as a man of great 
culture and education. He rose to the highest position open to Indiana. 
He was a member of the Executive Council, he was a High Court Judge 
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£bd then became the first President of the Reformed Bengal Legislative * 
Council. As a member of the Bengal Executive Council he was the only 
Indian in the Cabinet of Government with two Europeans sometimes 
against him, and so far as we know he always used to carry his point with 
Ae assistance and co-operation of that level-headed and sympathetic 
Governor Lord Carmichael. The late Nawab Sa^ib was not a sectarian 
ill any sense of the word. He never made any distinction between Hindus 
and Muhammadans. He was devoid of all class hatred. He was never 
unreasonable in bis demands for the rights and claims of his co-religion- 
ists. He never tried to give any unfair advantage to his own co-reli- 
gionist. In fact he was a gentleman in the highest sense the word. 
Such was tffe man whose death we mourn to-day and I may say it will 
be difficult for us to find another like him. * 

The Hoit’bto the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR *t 
BURDWAN: On a previous occasion, on l>ehalf of myself and 
my colleagues, I joined in a discussion eulogising* the services 
of the late Nawab Sir Syeil Shams-ul-IIuda, when the announce- 
ment of his resignation was made. It is sad to think that only after 
a few months of his resignation he should have gone and it is all the 
more sad to think that in him Bengal has lost a real and worthy son. 
He was a Bengali first and a Muhammadan afterwards. As regards 
his services to this Council, I think everyone will realise, as experience 
will show you too, that to fill the i*>st of President for an Indian 
for the first time in t he Reformed Council was not by any means a 
bed of roses, and 1 think that all of us must readily admit that the late 
Nawab Sahib did his l>est not only to maintain the dignity of the chair 
which you now occupy, but he was fair to all of us, whether on the 
official bench or on the opposition. We mourn his loss all the more, 
because at a time, when in Bengal there is need of men of good and 
sound judgment, especially among my Muhammadan friends, that he 
should have been called away. With these words, I beg to associate 
myself with wlmt has fallen from the chair and Mr. Deputy-President, 
Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Tt is difficult to conceive with what 
feelings the members of tbe Muhammadan community have heard to- 
day the words of tribute which have l>een paid to the memory of the late 
Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda. His death, though mourned by all 
alike, is felt by the Muhammadan members of the Council as a personal 
loss. He was to us, a true guide, philosopher and friend. This is 
neither the time nor the occasion to refer to the late Nawab’ s many- 
sided public activities, but I feel that I can say, without fear of contra- 
diction, that in the very short time that he filled the chair which yon 
now occupy, he gave abundant proof not merely of his uniform and 
unfailing courtesy but that high sense of duty and that strict .impar- 
tiality to all which ought to be tbe guiding motive in one who fill* the 
exalted office of the President of this Council. I do not wish to take up 
the* time of the Council, but I will only sit down by associating myaelf 
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* with the words of appreciation which have been shown to the memory 
of the late Nawab by members of the non-Moq}em community, and I 
hope that his memory will be long cherished by us in the discharge of 
the responsible duties which we have taken upon ourselves as members 
of this Council. With these words, I wish to associate myself 
with the tribute which has been paid to the memory of the late Nawab 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: I beg to associate 

myself with the words of sorrow and appreciation spoken by those 
gentlemen |vho preceded me here. It is not generally known, how great 
and intimate a friend he was to me. We had been together for over 
20 years at the Bar; he and I together resigned our membership of 
the Corporation of Calcutta, he and 1 practised together in the High 
Court; then he was elevated to the Judgeship and became a member 
of the Executive Council. He distinguished himself by his power, 
ability, and independence ; while with the Bengal Government he was 
the power behind the throne. In the Council, Sir, lie did his work man- 
fully and with strict justice. He differed with us on many occasions, 
he 'gave me praise on many occasions. Once he was hard ujxm me. 
When he was sick and on leave he came to the lobby to shake hands 
with me and his eyes were full of tears. That was the man whom we 
have lost. Let nobody think that he and I were not the best of friends. 
I cherish the memory of the great and ultimate and sincere friend and, 
therefore, Sir, 1 associate myself with all that has been said in his 
favour. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: ] consider it a great 
privilege on this occasion to add my tribute to the memory not only of 
a friend blit a distinguished countryman who has shed lustre on the 
country. About 25 years ago when 1 first came in contact with him, 
the Calcutta CorjKiration, *as is generally known especially before 
lleform days, was the cradle of public life for the people of Bengal, 
and there l came in contact with Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda, and 
w T hat struck nu* was not only his ability* and his fearless independence, 
but his public spiritedness which commanded the admiration of all. 
It was in those days thought, at least to a certain extent, that our 
Muhammadan friends were, to a certain extent, more or less deferential 
to the official side, but l may say at once that the example of the Nawab 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda disjjelled that illusion. He was one of those 
who marched out of the Council Chamber of the Corporation with the 
celebrated 28, on the passing of that ill-fated measure of Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie which is about to be consigned to the grave shortly at the 
hands t of the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. Well, that time 
we who were associated with him were struck by his ability and his 
, fearless independence and public spirit and love of country" Person- 
ally, I may say, I came in closer contact Vith him in the Bengal 
Government^* a member not of the Executive Council, but as an elected 
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member of this Council, and when he was translated to the upper 
Council, there the same fearlessness shone forth in all his actions. I 
observed that I came in contact with him as a member of the Executive 
Council in charge of the Detriment of Local Sftlf-Goverument. 1 
know that he had the department thoroughly in his hands and was 
practically the master of the situation, but there were no less dominating 
master in the departments under his control, and they were masters 
who belonged to the heaven-horn service. Although he did not belong 
to that service the fearless independence and the courage of convic- 
tion which he displayed in fighting with the heads of detriments, 
showed the j^uff which he was made of. Then we came in contact with 
him as President of this Council. At times we chafed under his control, 
but I muA say his impartiality and ability in ruling, whether Indian or 
European, official or non-official, out of order when he found ho was 
contravening the rules, commanded our admiration and. esteem. He 
was a worthy representative of the intelligence and public spirit of 
his race and we mourn the loss of such a man. So long as the Muham- 
madan community and the country can produce such men, there is hope 
for India. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E : There have been many expressions of grief 
and sorrow at the death of Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-IIuda in the pres* 
and public places but it seems to me that the tribute to the dead would 
be incomplete if this Council, of which lie was the first President, were 
not to offer to his memory its own s|>erial mark of reverence ami affection. 
His Tvork as the first Piesident of this Council will lie remembered for 
the unfailing courtesy, the strict nupuitmlily, and the quiet dignity 
he always displayed in his dealings with mcmheis of ibis House. As is 
well known, shortly after he became Piesident, he was uttacked by a 
malady which ultimately proved fatal, but he never for a moment shirked 
his duty, he laboured on. We here have seen him at close quarters. He 
laboured on under distress and anxiety, and when at last he found 
that having regard to the progress of his illness that it was impossible 
for him any longer to discharge his duties, he resigned. Thus by the 
cruel hand of fate, his career as t he first President of this Council, was 
prematurely brought to an end. Sir, in mourning the loss we have sus- 
tained by his death we can hardly forget the distinguished work he did 
as a member of the Executive Council of this province. At a time when 
the admission of Indians into the Executive Council was regarded a* 
an experiment, he rendered sendees of such a high order as to compel 
recognition of the claims of our countrymen to positions of power and 
influence. He has gone to his rest; and it is quite in the fitness of 
thing 8 that to-day, when we meet for the first time after his death, we 
should remember our common loss and pay our united homage to a 
gracious and cherished memory. 

Aftfllllvi HAMID-UO-DIH KHAN: I have had the honour of travel- 
ling the highways and bye-ways of human life, but I have never coma 
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across such a striking personality as the late Naw&b Sir Syed 
Shams-ul-Huda. Highly ambitious in his early life, he entered the Bar 
of the Calcutta High Court and did justice to his clients. As a mem- 
ber of the old Governor-General’s Council he showed his marked ability 
and did justice to his constituency, and as Executive Council Member 
of the Government of Bengal, he did his level best to show equality among 
all communities. As a Judge of the Calcutta High Court he 
dispensed equal justice "between man and man, and as President of the 
Bengal Legislative Council he remarked in his opening speech in this 
new Council that he would “ hold the balance even ” between members. 
He justified that remark, and held the balance even between non-official 
members and members of Government. He was, for hi? consummate 
ability and integrity of purjxjse, amply rewarded by Government and 
we hope and pray that for his deep religious faith and for his catholicity 
of heart, he will be rewarded with eternal bliss and happiness. 

Babtl INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; It is with the sense of deep 
personal loss and great sorrow that I rise to join in the tribute that has 
been paid just. now. When at the last July session of this Council 
we recorded a resolution appreciating his great services as President of 
this Council and prayed for his s|>eedy recovery, we hardly thought 
that his end was so near, but (tod’s will has been fulfilled and we, mortals, 
can only express our deep sense of loss. He belonged to my own native 
district of Tippera, and rising from an insignificant ignition by dint of 
sheer merit and strong personality, he rose up to the highest position 
that it is possible for an Indian to rise up to. His management of the 
affairs of this Council, his sense of dignity and strict impartiality, 
gained the respect of all the sections of this House. I with my heart 
full of sadness, I cannot go on to say anything more. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I associate my- 
self w'ith all that 1ms Immmli said by my predecessors this afternoon. I 
began to love and admire the Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-lluda when I 
met him in a mufassal court. 1 found him to t>e a man of strong per- 
sonality. It struck me at that time that fearlessness* wan a great 
virtue in an advocate. Next T found him in the old Council and I 
noticed that there was no fairer critic than he in the discharge of his 
resjxmsible duties, lie was one of those who spoke from his heart and 
that was the cause of his rise in jxxsition. A great German writer once 
said from his splendid isolation, that men who speak from their hearts 
were sur<* to rise in this world. Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda was admired 
bv us because he admired us; we loved him because he loved us, and, 
the impression which he has left in our minds will be a permanent one 
*nd jtiever fade as long as we live. Peace bo to his syul. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS T would ask all members to rise in their sente 
as an expression of their respect to the memory of the late President. 

which the members rose and stood in silence.] * 


[Pause — during 
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Mr* PRESIDENT* I am sure that the House would wish that a 
massage of their sympathy should be conveyed to the family of their 
late President. [Pause.] 

The Secretary will please take action accordingly. 

Appreciation of the service rendered by the Deputy.President 
in the absence of the President. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, — I have yet another 
short speech to make, and this also concerns a very old friend, but 
happily it is %ou noeted with a uioie chet'rful topic. 1 am sure that we 
all listened with the greatest pissible pleasure to the words which fell 
from His Excellency the Governor with reference to our friend the 
Deptity-President of the Council, Halm Surcndra Nath Ray.> As Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray himself has said, he and I are very old 
friends, and not only are we p*rsOnally very old friends, hut 
I think 1 can say that there is a very close tie between his family and 
my family. It goes back to one or two or j>erhapM it may be three 
generations. (Although 1 was not surprised, knowing Habu Surendra 
Nath Ray ils 1 do, at the kindness and public spirit with which lie 
agreed to discharge the duties of President till I was able to arrive, 
yet T felt that 1 must take the very curliest oppirt unity of expressing 
my sense of personal obligation to him, not onh for acting in mv 
place, but for the great public spirit which he lias shown throughout 
the whole of the past year in extremelv difficult circumstances. Those 
of you who have sat under Habu Smcndru Nath Ray will lx* able sub- 
sequently to pav vour tribute to his sei vices actually in the chair. I 
am glad, us T have said, to take this opputunitv of extending to him 
to very cordial expression of gratitude for all that lie lias done on my 
behalf. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN: ]>u ring the illness of the late President and during the 
time that the Deputy-President, mv old friend, Habu Surendra Nath Ray, 
has occupied the presidential chair, we not only as mem tiers of Govern- 
ment, but as mem tiers of thin Council have always received from him 
not only unfailing courtesy but every facility to put our cases before 
the Council. If an Indian had been apjxiinted to succeed the late 
Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda, I do not know who could have had 
a better claim to the presidential chair than my friend, Babu Suren- 
dra Nath Ray, who has shown much commendable public spirit in 
the way that he has discharged the duties during a time not only of 
stress and difficulty in the legislative Council, but in handling 
matters delicate to himself as well as to all of us. We wish him in 
the future all good luck and all the success that he deserves and we 
assart him that our good wishes gp with him now as always. 
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Rti RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I join with you and the 

Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan in associating 
myself in expressing our deep obligation to Babu Surendra Nath Ray 
for having conducted the duties of the high office, which you are 
now occupying, with such conspicuous ability, but I must say that 
I feel greater pleasure in welcoming him back in our midst) He 
was practically lost to us during the last six or eight months. 

* has been the elect of the people and as such has shown remarkable 
public Hpirit, independence, and ability in fighting the battles of the 
country) but during the last few months he has had to occupy the chair 
where he had been sitting like the celebrated God Saligram. (Laugh- 
ter.) He was, I am suit*, almost under restraint because he had his 
own views which he put forward with great effect, but tlte restraint 
was placed on him, and he could not say a word one way or the other. 

I felt great commiseration for him at that moment. (Laughter.) 
(Nevertheless we all feel grateful to him for the ability and impartiality 
with which he discharged his duties, and I am sure that in expressing 
our gratitude to him, we are all expressing the ho|>e that he will not, 
for some time at least, again resume the chair which he has so long 
Occupied, because we want him, at least for the next few months the 
Council will last, to fight the battles of the jteople with which he is 
charged. 

Bftbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA:-I heartily join with you, Sir, in 
expressing my hearty appreciation of the services of our esteemed 
friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray. Immediately after his election ns 
Deputy-President of this Council, he gave us a noble example of self- 
sacrifice and public spirit by foregoing the salan that the Council 
hud fixed for him. As first Deputy-President, he hat* set an example 
which I hope his successors will follow. Owing to the continued illness 
of our late President, he w^is called ujxm to fill this high office, and he 
was “not found wanting either in ability . tactfulness or generosity. 
Month after mouth, he performed these onerous duties without remunera- 
tion l without any thought or prosed of future permanency. 1 Through 
sunshine and rain, he has always been at his post. As a non-official 
member of this Council, I can honestly say that we always found him * 
invariably courteous, tactful, and obliging. I see that my friend is 
blushing' so I do not wish to add any further to his blushes. I only 
wish to say this, that as a member of the small opposition party, I 
invite him. to join us after his short official career. (Laughter.) 

Rfti MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I shall finish in 
a few words. Babu Surendra Nath Ray as Deputy-President of this 
Council has discharged his duties with firmness and courage — and I 
wish to say emphatically — with great courage, and, therefore, we all 
appreciate what he has done. * 
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Mr# PRESIDENT: Babu Sueendra Nath Hay, — I am very glad to 
convey to you the very cordial thanks of this Council l’or the great 
services which you rendered. 

Bflbu SURENDRA NATH RAY: I have to thank you and the 

other members of this Council. I am much obliged for the kind 
words which they have given expression to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It may be for the convenience of the House if 
I state at the outset the manner in which 1 propose to deal with certain 
points of procedure. For the present, and until at any rate 1 have 
had the opportunity of becoming better acquainted with all the mem- 
bers, I propose to retain the list of intending speakers. At the same 
time I wish to make it jierfectJv clear that members will not neces- 
sarily be called upon because their names happen to be on the list of 
intending speakers, nor will they be called upon in the particular 
numerical order in which they appear in that list. I shall be glad 
also if members will bear in mind that they will only be called upon 
to speak if they rise in their places. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Gknti.kmkv of thk Council, — In accordance 
with the provisions of rule d of the Bengal Legislative Council Rules 
the following members are nominated to form a panel of four 
chairmen : — 

Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 

Mr. H. H. L. Langford James, 

Rai Radha Chanin Pal Bahadur, and 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul lfaq. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present 
in the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Council 
during my absence and in the absence of the Deputy- President. 


Starred Questions 
(to which oral answers ware given). 

Pay of tho District Board Engineering Staff. 

•I. Mr. S. M. BOSE: (a) With reference to the various memorials 
and representations from the District Board Engineering Association, 
Bengal, submitted to the Government, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of *the Department of Ix>cal Self-Government be pleased to* 
state — 

(%) whether it is a fact that the District Board Engineering staff 
have not been given any increment of pay at all; 
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(it) whether it is also a fact that the district boards in Bengal have 
given increment® to all other staffs except the Engineering 
staff ; and 

(tit) whether it is a fact that a difficulty was created by notification 
No. L.S.-G. 3334 of the 20th December, 1901, fixing the 
scale of pay of the Engineering Department under the 
district boards but though this notification was withdrawn, 
the district boards are unwilling to take tbe initiative? 

(6) Is the Ilon’hle the Minister aware of a feeling of discontent * 
amongst the District Board Engineers owing to the delayiin the matter 
of revising their pay P 

© 

(r) If so, what action, if any, are the Government contemplating 
taking in the matter? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): (a) (i) and (it) 
Scales of pay of District Engineers and the Subordinate Engineering 
staff have been revised by some 4 district boards while others are opposed 
to any increase of jxiy being granted. The i>ay of their other staff 
has either been revised or the staff grunted temi>orary allowances by a 
majority of the district hoards. 

(ui) The notification referred to has been modified in respect of 
District Engineers and a similar modification in respect of the subor- 
dinate staff in under consideration. In view of their slender resources, 
some of the district I wards are unwilling to incur further expenditure 
by increasing the pay of their Engineering staff. 

(b) The Minister Ixdieves that such a feeling exists among the 
District Engineers. 

(c) A copy of Government Circular No. 51-55 T/ L.S.-G., dated the 
6th May, 1922, is laid on 4he Library table. 


Additional Munsit’s Court. 

*11. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the. 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government contemplate making the Additional 
Munsif’s Court, Balurghat, in the district of Dinajpur, permanent and 
of acquiring land for his quarters? 

(b) What is the present condition of tbe Deputy Superintendent** 
of Police’s bungalow at Balurghat? 

* (r) Is it not possible to utilise the same for the piu^ose of Addi- 

tional Munsif’s quarters ? 

(d) Is it n fnet that big plots of Government lands at Balurghat 
are lying unutilised? 

1 
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(e) If so, have the Government considered whether it is possible 
to build a suitable bungalow for the Additional Munsif without 
acquisition of new land ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ We 
Sir Abd-urRahir): («*) Government contemplate making the Addi- 
tional Munsif’s Court at Balurghat permanent, but. the projxisul to 
acquire land has lieeu held in abeyance. 

(b) Satisfactory. 

' (c) The proposal is under consideration. 

(d) No; t)|ere is only one unoccupied plot which is retained us an 
open apace. 

( e ) The question does not arise, r tde answer to (<•) above. 


Lease of arable lands in 8undorbans to capitalists. 

•III. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : With reference to 
the reply given to starred question No. XIX put by me on the 23rd 
August, 1922, will the Hon’ble the Member -in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to state whether the cost 
of reclamation, erection and maintenance of embankments and the 
grant of tukavi loans involve capital outlay ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan)t 

The reply is in the affirmative; but under the present system Govern- 
ment provide the necessary capital by erecting and maintaining the 
major embankments, by allowing a rent-free term to the tenants aud by 
granting tukavi loans when necessary. 


Appointment of members of Council as 11 ex-offloio ” members of 
district boards. 

•IV. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAs Will the llon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what action has been taken to ascertain the views of the district 
boards and other public bodies generally on the resolution 
asking for the appointment of the members of the Legiala- 
tive Council to be ei --officio members of the district boards 
within their own constituencies and what replies have Leen 
revived? 

( u ) what modifications, if any, of the existing rules of the district* 
boards, are necessary to give effect to tbat resolution? 

(ui) when will it be possible for the Hon’ble the Minister to make 
an announcement on the shbject? 
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Mr. S, W. GOODE S (t) The views oi the district boards have been 
obtained. Eight district boards approved the resolution passed in the 
Legislative Council. The Murshidabad district board makes its 
approval conditional on the number of elected members of the board 
being increased while the Faridpur local board is of opinion that travel- 
ling' allowances should not be paid from the district fund to members 
of the Legislative Council who may sit ex-officio on the district board. 
The views of the district hoard of the 24-Parganas have not been 
received. Sixteen district hoards are opposed to the proposal. The 
Birbhum and Bankura district boards would be prepared to invite mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council to attend their meetings land to join in 
their deliberations, but do not think 4 hat they should enjo^ the other 
privileges of members of the board. 

(ii) In order to place members of the Legislative Council on the 
district hoards, it will be necessary for Government to nominate them, 
either by curtailing the nominations of other persons who are not 
members of the Council, or by increasing the size of the district board. 

(Hi) A reference is invited to the statement placed in the lobby 
regarding the resolution. 


Travelling allowances of Government servants. 

•V. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total sum spent by the Bengal Government in each of the 

years 1919, 1920 and 1921 for meeting the travelling allow- 
ance bills of all their servants; 

(ii) the deportment in which this cost was the highest in propor- 

tion to the numerical strength; 

( iii ) the names and official designations of those whose travelling 

allowance bills exceeded 50 per cent, of their pay in any of 
the above years; and 

(ir) % the names and official designations of those whose travelling 
allowance bills were Its. 1,000 a month and over during any 
of these years ? . 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the HonW 
,Mr.,J. Donald):- («) The figure are aa follows: — 

1019-20 — Rs. 32,16,630. 

1920- 21— Rs. 35.75,154. 

1921- 22— Us. 41,33,317. 

\ 
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(«i), (tii) and (ir) To answer these sections would involve in the 
case of (tt) elaborate calculations, and in the case of (tit) and (tr) an 
examination of all the travelling allowance bills drawn during these 
years by all the officers subordinate to Government.. The labour 
involved, Government consider, would not be justified by the import- 
ance of the results obtained. 


Supply of quinine to malarial districts. 

•VI. Mr* BIJ0YPR08AD SINCH ROY: Will the llon'hle 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government l>e 
pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desir- 
ability of supplying prophylactic doses of <{innine to the jieople m the 
malarial districts for the prevention of attacks from mrtlanal fever? 

(b) If the answer to in) is in the affirmative, when are the Govern- 
ment going to order the supply ? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hou'hle the 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons why they do not projvose to 
take any action m this respect ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Ui) and </;) Government are anxious to make 
quinine available to the public in adequate doses. For some years past 
grunt<t-in-nid fiom provincial ievenut»s have been grunted to local 
bodies and private hospitals and dispensaries fm the purchase of quinine 
and cinchona febrifuge, the giants-in-aid varying directly w f ith the 
number of malaria patients treated in each institution. In the current 
year it has Ihmmj decided to base grants-in-aid on the amounts jxud by 
local bodies from their funds for the distribution of quinine and cinchona 
febrifuge It i“ luqied that this new system will have the effect of 
encouraging local bodies to incur a larger exjsuiditure on this account. 

(r) The question does not arise. 


Supply of Government quinine for malarial patients of Bur dwelt. 

•VII. Mr. BM0YPR08AD SINCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
•pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of patients suffering from malarial fevers attending 

the* dispensaries and hospitals in the district of Burdwan;* 
and 

(ii) the total amount of quinine and cinchona annually supplied 

to these dispensaries and hospitals? 
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(b) Has the supply been found sufficient to meet the requirements 
of these patients? 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie the Minister be pleased to state how this 
supply of (juinine and cinchona is obtained by these dispensaries ? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) (i) and (it) A statement is laid on the table. 

( b) The supply is said to have been generally sufficient. 

(c) Hy indent on the Juvenile Jail in the ease of the quantity 

supplied by the disjHuisary. The Government grant was i^ceived direct 
from the Public Health Department. ( 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) ( i ) and ( t* ) of starred 
question No. VII , showing the dispensaries and hospitals in the 
Hurd wan district under Government supervision , number of mala- 
rial fever cases attended and quinine and cinchona febrifuge supplied 
to the dispensaries during 1921 , 


No. 

Name of the charitable 
ilitpenwrie* in Hurd wan 
district under Gorern- 
lucnt aupereUlou. 

Number of 
patient* 

•u flaring 
from 
maUrial 

QUANTITY OFqOININK ANI) CINCHONA PKBRIPUGK 
HUl'PURl) BY DISI’RNSAIIY AUTHORITIK8 AND BY 
(}' 'VKRNM.KNT. 

8upH.iai> bt nisrawBAHt arn-uan bt IMbmc 

authohitibs. Hkai.th Dei* a ktme.nt. 




' 

Quinine. 

Cinchona 

febrifuge. 

| Quinine. 

Oinrhou* 

febrifuge. 

> 

I 

1 

* 

& 

l * 

r 




ib. oz. * 

lb. oz. 

lb. oz. 

Jb. oz. 

1 

Adra 

17,434 

6 0 

24 0 

5 0 

20 0 

2 

Agradwip 

2,125 

Figures not available 

1 8 

6 0 

3 

Araarpur ... 1 

5,140 

2 0 


1 8 

6 0 

4 

A ma ii sol * ... i 

2,064' 

3 8 

... 

1 8 

6 0 

6 

Anagram ... | 

8,829 

5 0 

... 

4 0 

16 0 

6 

Blintar ... | 

1 

2,676 

7 0 

12 0 

I 8 

6 0 

7 

1 Burdwsn Fraser 

Hospital. 

10,687 

18 0 

... 

10 * 0 ; 

40 0 

8 

Chagram 

6,689 

6 0 

.... 

2 8 

10 0 
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Sun of Um cbariubk 

Number of 

paUaot* 

QUANTITY OF QUIN1NB ANO CINCHONA FIB RIF DOE 
SUPPLIRP BY DIBPBNBARY AUTHORITIES AND 
BY GOVERNMENT. 

No. 

diapamarim la Burdwao 
dtotrtct under 0«m»- 
n>«ot •uperetton. 

•offering 

fr*o» 

malarial 

freer (IM I) 

Surruao bt dihpkmhahy 
AUTHORITY. 

Sl PfMtn Bt Pl’hMO 
| Hkaltn DapABTaaar. 


1 

f 

i 



Quinine. 

j Cinchona 
j fehr Ifufw 

| Quinine. 

j Cinchona 
j h'brlfufp. 

1 



1 

! . 


r*" 

| 1 


1 T 

1 



• 


1 

it. 

OI6. 

lb. o* 

lb. 

<>z. 

lb. 

OK. 

y 

Chakitdighi 

... 

4,98# 

14 

0 

14 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

10 

Dainhat 

... 

2,582 

3 

0 


2 

' 8 

10 

0 

n 

Ja'nna 


7,6G6 

3 

0 


5 

0 

20 

0 

12 

K digram 

... 

6,756 

4 

0 

\ 6 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

13 

Kakuha 

... 

7,849 

8 

0 

| 8 0 

3 

0 

12 

0 

14 

i Kalna Mimiod 


7,138 

12 

0 

j 66 0 

4 

0 

*» 

0 

15 

Katn Imnnagar 

... 

4,02G 

3 

0 

... 

2 

8 

10 

0 

16 

i Katw a 

... 

4,605 

2 

0 

10 o 

3 

it 

12 

0 

17 

K*’t«i|;raiii 


5,660 

2 

0 


*» 

8 

10 

0 

18 ! 

Kbflndaghoab 

... 

7,824 

4 

0 

10 0 

2 

8 

JC; 

0 

19 

Kulingram 


5,573 

6 

0 

4 0 

2 

H 

10 

0 

20 | 

Mehata 

... 

5.168 

4 

0 

... 

2 

8 

10 

0 

21 I 

Mrral 

... 

6,330 

4 

0 

2 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

“ I 

Mangaleot 

i 

7.314 

4 

0 

1 

10 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

23 

Nntidipur 

I 

j 

2,172 

14 

0 i 

20 0 

1 

8 

6 

0 

24 

Palla 

1 

... * 

4,638 

6 

0 

10 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

25 

Panchara 

) 

3,865 

4 

0 

... 

2 

8 

10 

0 

26 

Pnrbanthali 

... 

7,429 

9 

0 

12 0 

2 

8 

10 

0 

27 

Kaniganj 

1 

... | 

1,130 

i 

1 

0 

... 

1 

0 

4 

0 

28 

SatgachU 

... | 

7.243 



! 

2 

8 

10 

0 

29 

8ultanp«r # 

j 

... , 

j 

6,544 | 

... . J 

8 

0 

12 0 

2 

8 

l<k 

0 

a 


Toul 

... 

1 

t, 69,934 | 

j 

162 

8 

219 0 j 

82 

8 

334 

0 


3a 
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•VIII. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) 1» the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejmrtment of Local Self-Government aware 
that in the lust summer a virulent type of cholera broke out at 
Mi(hjajK>re ? 

(ft) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister he pleased to state — 

(0 the number of seizures in the town; and 
(n) the number of deaths that resulted therefrom? 

(r) Has the attention of the Iion’ble the Minister been drawn to 
the opinion that has been expressed that the want- of any provision 
for the supply of pure drinking water in the town was the cause of 
this outbreak? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: ( ti) The answer is in the affirmative, 

{ft) (/) and (/i) There were 2(>8 attacks and 98 deaths during the 
period, fiom the 10th May to the 8th duly, 1922. The town ha.s been 
reported free from choleia since the 17th July, 1922. 

(c) Midna{H>re shared in the general drought Indore the monsoon 
broke. The local searcit\ of good water undouhtedh led to {>eople 
using unsafe water and so starting and propagating the epidemic. 
As a result of a jx*rsonal visit to the town and a bacteriological examina- 
tion of the water supplied b\ the water- works, the Director of the 
Public Health Laboratory advised ehlonnation of the reservoir water 
before distribution. 

Political prisoners in Barisal Jail. 

•IX. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the 
Hon' hie the Member in efnirge of the Department of Revenue (.Tails) 
he pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the daily average of the number of ]K>li1i<al prisoners in the 
Barisal Jail in the months of May, June and July, 1922; and 
{it) the number of such prisoners punished in each of the said • 
months with one or more of the following punishments: — 

(/) imprisonment under section 52 of the Prisons Act, 

(2) whipping, • 

(3) bar fetters, 

{4) handcuffing behind or to a staple, 

(d'l separate cellular or solitary confinement, 

(fi) handcuffing and link fetters, 

(7) gunny clothing, and 
($) penal diet? 
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(6) Is it a fact that some political prisoners were punished with 
handcuffing to a staple much higher than the level of the shoulder (as 
prescribed in the <1 ail ('odc> ? 

(c) Is it a fact that under the orders of the *1 ail Sujierin tendent 
one Dhirerulrn Nath was confined in a cell while suffering from diarrhoea 
and was also given bar fetters at that time? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE jJAILB) 
(the HofVble Mr. H. L. Stepheneon) : {a) (i) May— 12100; June 1)8 77; 

July 88-39. 

(u) Tin* total number of the punishments specified inflicted during 
the month^indicnted were — 

May — 18; June — lib; July — 121. 

(b) No. . ’ 

(r) It is rejmrted that Dlurendra Nath had diarrhoea for which he 
was treated, hut it was not serious enough to record in the prisoner’s 
history sheet or any other jail record. The date, therefore, cannot l>e 
ascertained and it is accordingly not known if he was wearing bar 
fetters at the same time. 


Decline of Hindu population of Bengal. 

*X. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: <«) Will the 
llon’hle the Minister m charge of the Dejiartment of Lm al Self* 

( rm eminent Is* pleased to state vs hat is the actual number of biitlm and 
deaths of Hindus and Muhammadans, respectively, in this president) 1 
for the last ten years? 

( h) Is it a fact that the Hindu population all over the province is 
uot keeping jm.ee with, the Muhammadan )*>pulution? 

(c) Have the Government investigated the reasons for this? 

Mr. $. W. GOODE: (a) Births are not ret units! according to religion 
•and the figures cannot, therefore, lie given. The mortality of Hindus 
and Mussulmans during the past decade is as follows; — 

Hindus ... ... fi, 471 ,712 

Muhammadans ... ... 7,479,742 

• (b) It is a fact that during the post decade Hindus have declined 

by 191,505 or nearly 1 j>er cent., whereas Mussulmans have increased 
by 1,218,889 or nearly 5 per cent. The population of the two horn-* 
munities in 1911 and 1921 was as follows:— 

Hindus: 1911—20,363,493; 1921— 20,171 ,988. 

Mussulmans: 1911-23,984,021 ; *1921— 25,203,510. 
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(c) The Census Officer will discuss, this question in bis report. 
The explanation of the Director of Public Health is that Mussalmans 
form the bulk of the jx>pulatiou in Eastern Bengal where agriculture 
is in a relatively prosperous condition owing to the abundant rainfall 
and copious inundations, which at the same time serve as efficient 
preventives of malaria. The imputation in Eastern Bengal has increased 
by nearly 70 per cent, since 1872, whereas in Western Bengal, where 
Hindus predominate, the increase is only about 5 per cent. In 
Mymensingh the increase has been over 100 per cent, in 49 years, while 
in many districts of the Burdwan and Presidency divisions there has 
been an actual decline. % 

These facts, in the opinion of the Director of Public Health, afford 
a sufficient explanation of the decline of the Hindu population and the 
increase of the Mussalmans, but there are other factors also, such as 
child marriage, widow remarriage among Muhammadans and dietary, 
which have some influence. 


Overseas allowances. 

•XI. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) when the System of granting overseas* allowance was fiirst 
introduced in Bengal ; 

(u) the regulations or notifications under w'kioh the same was 
sanctioned ; and 

(lii) whether such allowance is payable to any Indian officers? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 4 

(i) the names and ranks of the Indian officers, if any, who have 
been the recipients of such allowance; 

(it) the amount thereof ; and 

(lii) the services to which those Indian officers belong? 

(o) What is the total increase in public expenditure by reason of 
the granting of such overseas allowance to the various Indian offioers? 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) and ( b ) Two statements are laid on^ 
the table. 

. (c) The distinction between overseas pay and other pay was inhro- - 

duced when the scale of salaries was revised. The saving involved if 
overseas pay had not been given to Indian officers now in the service 
would be Its. 8,676 per mensem at the present time. 
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Statement referred to in t)ie answer to starred question No . XI, 

A 


Ha cm cf 8er Tie* 

Da** from which 
th* OTtrwM allow 
anew waa Am 
draws. 

Order* audtr which the 
OTTr«M* alttsraiKw wa« 
•SOClkllVd. 

Indian oWoar* permitted to draw 
th* owiwm allowtac*. 

Indian Civil Ser- 
vice. 

1st December 
1919. 

Government of India, 
11. one IVpartinen. 
Heaolutioti No. 280, 
dated the 1 3th Pete 
ruaiy, 1920 

AH Indian ofthvis in the 
Indian Civil Service on 
the Ut Deeen,l*er, 1919, 
a* well a* those Indian 
candidate* selected at the 
Open Competitive Kxnim 
inatiou of 1919, and al) 
those »c looted or to bo 
aelecled at the live kuc- 
ceedmg Open Competitive 
Kxauiinatmn*. 

Indian (Imperial) 
Police Service. 

j 

1 nt January, 
1920. 

i 

Government of India, 
Heme IVpartnieut 
lot tor No. 196-Police, 
dated the 31 at .1 uri- 
nary, 1920 ; Finance 
Department Keaolu- 
tion No. 1 669- K A., 
dated %e 16th An 
gust, 1 92 1 , and Home 
Department letter 
No. IfidO- Police, 

dated the 5th July, 
1921. 

All Indian officers in the 
Indian (Imperial) 1‘olice 
Service on the lm Jam 
imrv, )92u, and uli such 
ofticete recruited from 
candidate*! with war 

service. 

Indian Forest Ser- 
vice ° 

J 

let December, 
1919. 

Government of India 
He venue and Agrt* 
cull urti Department, 
Circular No 580, j 
dated the 29th May, ' 
1920. 

j All Indian officer* in the 
; Indian Koreat He rvice or 
j in training a a probationer 
| on the l«t IlecemlHjr, 1919, 

Indian Kduca- ! 

tional Service j 

Ditto ... 

Secretary of State’* 
Despatch No 169- 
Public, dated the 
| 27th Novemla r, 1919, 

All Indian officer* who were 
mem beta of the Indian 
Kduoahonal Service prior 
to the Dt Decoupler, 

1919. 

Indian Agricul- 
tural Service. 

Ditto ... 

| 

i 

i Government of India, 
Heveuue and Agri- 
| culture Department. 
Keaolution No. 666 — 
131-3, dated the 
10th June, 1920. 

Ail Indian officer* who 
Were memlier* of the 
Indian Agricultural Ser* 
vice on the full scale of 
pay piior to the 1st 
l)eeeml»er, 191 9. 

Indian Veterinary 

Service. • 

Ditto ... 

: Government of India, 
Revenue and Agri- 
culture Department, 
Circular No. 1363, 
dated tl»e 25tb Au- 
| gnat; 1920 
j 

AH Indian officers who were 
members of the "India* 
Veterinary Service on the 
full acale of pay prior to 
the I at December, 1919. 


* TU aU»w*»c+ baa bm* ea rn o M m * t6 Is Kb* pay of oiem of U>t Jadlae Forw* Sfrvies and tba turn** «f 
a Soars wbss» paj «•* r*k(4 k»vt Mi bM laatadad ta tba Uft (^rk«4 B. 
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Nfttn<< of aervloo 


D»U) from wt.lch 
lh« ov«nH*»< *How- 
»nc»* wm flr»t 
drtwu. 


Ordon uodor which the 

overaoo* el owonco wu 

wnctJooed . 


Indian office rt permitted to drew 
the overseas allowance. 


Indian Service 1st January, ! Government of India, 
of Engineers. 1920. Public Works Us- 

parlment, Resolu- 
tion No. 26 4 - E A., s 
dated the 6th May, I 
i , 1920. j 


Indian Medical i 1st January, | Government of India, 
Service. j 1920. i Home Department, ! 

I I Resolution No. 206, 

j dated t lie 3rd Mtirclt, 

I ! l#21. 


I 



All Indian officers recruited 
in England for the Iudian 
Service of Engineers by 
the Secretary of State 
under the 10 per cent, 
rule up to and including 
the year 1924. 

All Iudia^ officers per- 
manently appointed to 
the Indiaij Medical 
Service prior to the 
1st December, 1918. 
Those officers, whose 
previous temporary ser- 
vice reckons from a date 
prior to the 1st December, 
1918, are also eligible 
for the ul Iowa nee ' trom 
the date of their per- 
finanent appointment to 
that service. 


List of Indian officers who are now in receipt of th» overseas allowance 
referred to in the reply to starred question No. XI. 

B 



Name of the officer. 


iUnk 

AmOifit of 
o\ erNsuH 
»lloWftDC«‘. 



Indian Civil Service. 

Mr. 

Satis Chandra Mukherjee 

... 

(Commissioner of Excise and Salt 

Us. 

250 


P. E. Cammiade 


District and Sessions Judge 

250 

, , 

Satyendra Chandra Malhk 

« ... 

Ditto 

250 

,, 

Gyanemlra Nath Roy 


Ditto 

260 

it 

Strut Kumar Uhose 


Ditto 

250 

M 

Maliim Chandra Ghosh 


. Ditto 

250 


Gm u Sailuy Dutt 


Magistrate and Collector 

250 

,, 

Prnbodti Chandia Do 

... 

District and Sessions Judge 

25) 


Benegal Narsmga Rail 


Ditto 

250 

It 

Birendra Kumar Basil 


Ditto 

200 

1' 

Satyendra Nath Roy 


Ditto 

200 

o 

Siuiliindra Kumar Haidar 


Joint Magistrate and Deputy 

200 


• 


Collector. 



Satyendra Nath Modak 

... 

Ditto 

150 

*1 

JUADAUKUr Ik* 


Ditto 

150 


Satyendra Natti Gupta 


Ditto 

150 

Hon 

*h)e Sushi! Kumar Sinha 


Ditto 

150 

Mr. Kanial Chunder Chundor 

... 

Ditto 

150 

M 

Chaudhuri Nanak Chandra 


Assistant Magistrate and Col- 

150 


hurt or. 
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Name el tha offloar. (u H k. 

Amount of 

OtOfMI 



•ilowaooe. 


Indian Police Service. 

tta. 

Mr. Turn Meerza 

... Superintendent of Polic** 

250 

Kai Puma Chandra Lniiiri 

Bahadur Deputy CmnmiwMoner of Police, 

•250 


Calcutta. 


Mr. E. 8. C. Sou 

... Aa-oMaut Sujwrintendeut of 

125 


Police. 


Indian Educational Service, 


Mr. J. C. Conjee 

... Professor, Presidency College, 
Calcutta 

250 

Dr. P. D. 8hastn 

Ditto 

250 

Mr. B. C, Gupta 

... Professor, Bengal Engineer- 

ing College, Sihpur. 

250 

„ B. M.Sou 

... Attached to Dacca University 

200 

„ K. Ziuhariali 

Ditto 

200 

Km U. N lias Bahadur 

... Officiating Principal, Intermediate 
College, Dnct a 

150 

Mr. M. Ghrwe 

... PrnfeKwor, Presidency College, 
Calcutta. 

150 

S. ( Muhulamihi* 

Ditto 

150 

Kai 1*. K Boho Bihadur 

... Inspector of Sehoola, Hurd wan 
Division 

150 

Mr. K B A iiHanullah 

... Inspector of V|mnN, Chittagong 

Di\ imiou 

150 

,. P. C, Mali.tluitahis 

... PrufcHMOf, Presidency College ... 

1 50 


Indian Service of Engineer h. 


(Under the frtigatiou I in«*n I ) 


Mr. 8. C. Majtimdar 

... Executive Engineer 

2f>0 

„ B. L. Huharwral 

... Annuitant Engineer 

200 

„ A S. Hamah ngaitt 

Ditto 

150 


Indian Medical Service . 


Major D, P. Goii 

... Civil Surgeon, JUjihuhi 

260 

„ 8. C. Cli uckerDut ty 

... Superintendent, European Lunatic 
Asylum, Karichi. 

250 

„ B. N. Chopra 

... Profeaaor, School of Tropical 
Medicine, Calcutta. 

260 

„ K. S. Thakur 

... (On leave) 

25U 

„ 8. C. Pal * 

... Civil 8urgeun, Chittagong 

250 

Captain J. 0. De 

... Betide nt Medical Officer, Medical 
College HotpiUl, Calcutta. 

200 

S. N. Mukherji 

... Ditto ... 

200 
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Proposed Midnapore water-works. 
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•XII. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that the Mi(lnu[)ore municipality hart already raided a large sum of 
money from the public for establishing a water-works system in the 
town ? 

(h) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the 
table a detailed statement of the money thus obtained from the public 
as well as from the Government, if any, and the manner in which it 
has been spent? 

(c) Is it a fact that a large sum of this money raised 'exclusively 
for water-works purines has already I>een spent by the municipality 
for purposes otherwise than the water-works scheme? 

(d) Jf the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to stab* the amount thus s]>ent and the manner in 
which it has been sjient ? 

(r) Will the Jlon’ble the Minister Is* pleased to state what action, 
if any, has been taken or what action it is promised to take in regard 
to the municipality ? 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: (a) The Midnajiore municipality raised 
Ks. 00,040-8-0 only from the public for the water-works scheme. 

(h) In addition to the public subscription mentioned in repl\ to 
clause (a) above the municipality received also the sums noted below. — 

Government grant. — Rs. 2, 2d, 000, 

Iioan from Government — Its. 1,00,000, 

District board contribution- — Us. 50,000, 

and the undermentioned table shows how the money was spent — 

Rs. A. P. 

Made over to Thief Engineer, Public 

Health Department ... 4,13,000 0 0 

Made over to Thief Engineer, Public 

Health Department, for prejia ration of 
plans, etc. ... 9,854 I 1 

Miscellaneous expenses ‘in acquisition of % 

lands, etc. ... 3,086 11 1 


Total 


4 , 26,940 12 2 
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(c) and (d) About Rs. 10,000 has been diverted and expended for 
the general purposes of the municipality. 

(f) Ibe general assessment is Ireing revised. With the increase in 
income, which is anticipated from this revision, the Commissioners 
propose to make good the amount diverted from the water fund. 


Clinical appointments to Medical College, Campbell Medical School 
and Hospitals. 

•Xlll % Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a number of clinical appoint- 
ments are going to Is* added — 

(i) to the Medical College; and 

{ii) to the Campbell Medical School ami Hospitals ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is contemplated to fill up these 
frosts by apfrointirig Government servants to them? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister Is' pleased to state whether 
such a step will entail an increase in the cadre of the Assistant 
Surgeons and Sub-Assistant Surgeons? 

(//) If so, how many frosts will be added to the cadre? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) (d It is projrosed to create two additional 
upjK*int rnents on tlu* Medical College staff for Civil Assistant Surgeons. 

It was also promised to e rente four additional frosts of Clinical 
Lecturers to l>e held by Assistant Surgeons. The financial fwrsition at 
present prevents these new appointments lieing made, although it wan 
intended tenifroranh to take in officers from the sanctioned leave reserve 
and not to fill up that reserve, unless the exjreriment after a year was 

* held to Ire a success. 

(u) An Assistant Teacher of ('linical Surgery has recently been 
appointed at the Campbell Hospital, the frost being added to the cadre 
of Assistant Surgeons. 

• An Honorary Physician has also been appointed as a Clinical Teacher 

at the Out-Patients Deportment of that Hospital, dealing with diseases 
of the nose, eay and throat. ' , 

(b), (c) and (d) In connection with the proposed appointment at 
the Medical College, it was not intended at present to increase the 
cadre’ of Assistant Surgeons and \Sub- Assistant Surgeons; the whole 
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question would come under consideration at the end of 1923, but as 
already stated the above proposals are held in abeyance in view of the 
financial stiingency, since they would involve expenditure aiter 1923. 


Hooghly Imambara. 

*XIV. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’lde the Minister in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to the present condition of the Hooghly Imambara? 

(b) Is the Hon’hle the Minister aware that since the' retirement of 
Naw’ahzada Kyed Ashrafuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur, .from the 
mutawaliship, the buildings have fallen into disrepair, jxirticularly the 
monument, and tin* historic house of the Bara Imambara? 

( r) Is it a fact that the wakfnama of the late Haji Muhammad 
Mohsin requires that there should Is* at least two qualified Mutawalis 
for tin* trust property ? 

(d) What are the qualifications of tin* present Mutawali or Muta- 
wuilis ? 

(c) Is the Hon' hie the Minister aware that many of the buildings 
in the Imambara are lying untenanted ? 

if) Is the IIonTde the Minister -aware that the chief reasons for 
these buildings lying un tenanted are that they are in a dilapidated 
condition and that exorbitant rents are being demanded*' 

(ff) Who is tin* present Dewan or SuiH*nntemh*nt of the office? 

(h) What other work does In* do liesidos holding this p>st * II w 
many hours a day does he give to the affair of the Imambaiu? 

(/) Who is the ]>erson 4 afc present in charge of the legal business of 
the Imambara, and what are his qualifications? 

( j ) Is the llon’ble the Minister aware that cases of litigation are 
on an increase in the Imambara? If fco, what is the reason for this? 

(it) Is the Hon’ hie the Minister aware of a tension of feeling 
between the tenants of the Imambara and the Mutawalis? 

(/) Is the llon’hle the Minister aware that the garden attached to 
the mausoleum of the lute TTaji Muhammad Mohsin and his family has 
been leasqd out to one of thb limits and is at present in a ruinous state? 
(mi) Is the Hon’ble the Minister awart* — ( 

(i) that the office of the Board of Trustees is not located at Hooghly. 

4 (fi) that no local men are represented on the Board*, and 

(i?V) that in a recent civil suit the Board of Trustees gave an 
assurance that- half the number of trustees will be chosen 
from Muhammadans of the locality? 

\ 
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(n) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
» committee to inquire into the present management of the Imumbara 
and to make suggestions to Government for its improvement Y 

(o) Is there any objection to the Magistrate of the district being 
appointed one of the Mutawalis of the lmamlxtru for the administra- 
tion of the secular matters relating to the IhiuiuIhuu, with a sullicient 
remuneration for the jierioimanee of these duties Y 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr, P. C. Mitter): in) and (//) The Kxecutno Engineer. Hurd wan 
Division, repeats that the condition of the Imambara buildings is bad uml 
in some cases dangerous. Ills reports have Ihvii jorw aided to the 
Commissioner of the division with the requent that the matler may 1 h> 
brought to the notice of the Committee ot Management. 

The Mutawali states that the Haru Imambara, a srjxiratc icnkf with 
no appreciable funds, which came under the conttol ol the Mohsenia 
Imambara during the late MauHi S\ed Karamat Ah’s uiulaw uhsliip, 
has continued to l>e icpuired anrmalK since the ictnvment ot Navvab- 
zada S\ed Ashratuddin Ahmed, Khan Haiiadur. As regards the 
monument of the Bara lmanibaia, he states that no monument apjiears 
to exist oi has U*en < oiistnu te<l since the Bara Imambaia was founded; 
the building attached to the Bara Imambaia is said to have lieeu 
thoroughly repaired in recent \euis bv the tenant out of the aceumulalcd 
arrears of rent due from him to the Imamlwira 

(r) f I'he irakfnn inn does not rlenih la\ down that there shall always 
be two Mutawali, although the trokif ap|Kitti1ed two in bis owmi life- 
time; but m 1818 the Board of ]’e\eiim\ undei Uegulatiun XIX of 1'dlO, 
dismissed the Mutawalis and apjKunted m their place a Superintendent. 
The Board’s action stood the test of an apjwal to the Sadar Ihu'ani 
A dal at by the son of one of the dismissed Mutawalis (in JH.'Hi). Since 
1818, there has only l>een a single Mutawali. 

(d) The present Mutawali was an assistant in the British Agency 
at Bagdad for about lb years. 

(i ) and (/) The Mutawali reports that no portion of the building 
attached to the Imamlmra i" lying untenanted with the exception of 
4 small godowns attached to the Imambara hat which have recently 
fallen vacant. The rent is said to have Wn raised as the municipal 
taxes which are j>aid by the Imambara were increased; the MutaW’iili 
states that the rents are in accordance with the rates prevalent in 
ftooghly. 

(ff) Sved Afzal Ali. « 

(h) It is re*j sorted that he is a Civil Court clerk under the Collector 
of Hooghlv. He works as a Dewan in the Imambara office in the 
morning up to 10 am. and also attends in the evening whenever 
necessary. 
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(i) The Mutawali report* that Munshi Ataur Rahman, a local man, 
was selected from four or five candidates and that he was successful at 
the examination conducted by the late Mutawali. He is said to have 
a working knowledge of law. 

(;) The Mutawali reports that there has been some increase in 
litigation, due partly to the institution of some ejectment suits against 
tenants refusing to pay additional rents for lands encroached upon, and 
j>artly to the institution of some rent suits against defaulting tenants. 

(it) It is said that no such feeling exists, except as between the 
Mutawali and the tenant of the building attached to the Bara Imam- 
bara against whom a suit has been instituted and decreed. 

(/) The Mutawali stales that the garden attached to the tomb of the 
memorable late Haji Muhammad Mohsin and his family is not leased 
out to the mail ; he re]x>rts that the fruit-trees are leased to the highest 
bidder and that the garden is neatly kept. 

(//;) (?) The Mutawali re (torts as follows: — 

The office of the Board has l>eon located in Calcutta since its creation, 
hut meetings are sometimes held at the Mohsenia Imambara. 

(u) One of the members — Sahihzada Oholam IIossain Shah — is said 
to own property in the Hooghly-Ohinsuru Municipality. The other 
member Kyed Muhammad Knzim has a family dwelling-house and some 
land in Chinsnra. Both these gentlemen are said to be frequent 
visitors to Hooghly. 

(in) The Mutawali denies that any such undertaking was given. 

(n) Apart from other reasons, in view of the fact that the Muham- 
madan public did not consider it necessary to lake steps that they were 
entitled to take if they were really dissatisfied with the administration 
by the present Committee of Management and the Mutawali, Govern- 
ment, as at present advised, do not projx>se to appoint any Committee 
of the nature suggested. 

(o) The practice of having two Mutawali* has lapsed, while 
section 22 of Act XX of 1803 forbids any officer of Government in his 
official capacity from taking any part in the management or appropria- 
tion of any endowment made for the maintenance of a mosque or other 
religious establishment. 

Travelling allowance ohargea of Government officials. 

•XV.' Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadurs Will 

the TTon’ble the Member in charge of the Detriment of Finance be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the total amount that w ? as spent in the year 1920-21 over 
“ travelling allowances,” “ halting charges,” and ” mile- 
age,” etc., of the various officers under the Government of 
Bengal ; and 
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(«) the proportion the amount referred to in (t) hears to the 
amount spent over their “ salaries,” ” personal allowances/* 
** house allowances ” ami so forth? 


The Hon*bto Mr. J, DONALD: (t) Approximately Its. 30 lakhs, 
(n) One-sixth. 


North Bengal floods and Railway embankments. 

•XVI. JJabu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Bund Revenue) l»e 
pleased to state the steps that have been or are being .taken to meet 
the distress and to rejmir the devastation caused by the recent Bonds 
in the districts of Rajslmln, Bogra and Pabna? 

(b) Is the Hon 'hie the Member aware that then* is n strong body 
of opinion that the floods were due to there not being sufficient open- 
ings in the Railway embankments both in the main line of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway and in the line of the Kaia-Sirnjguiij Railway for 
natural flow of water over the area concerned and for the jjassuge of 
flood or excess water? 

<r> Will the II on’ hie the A!eml>er Ik* pie used to say whethei Govern* 
merit are considering the advisability of communicating with the Rail- 
way Board, the Government of India, and the Railway (Wijxuny 
concerned m the matter of making a larger number of culvert* and 
ojienings in the embankments? 

{d) Have the Government taken any stejw with a view to devise 
methods for avoiding similar floods in Bengal in future? 

The H on’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: {a) The member is referred to the Press Communiques 
dated the 9th November, 1922. 

• (b) Yes. 

(c) and (d) Government have not taken the exact line of action 
indicated by these questions hut they have determined to appoint a 
small committee of official and non -official exjMirts to inquire into and 
report on the causes of the floods in the Rajshahi Division and to 
suggest remedies for the same. The jwxticular attention of the com- 
mittee will Ik* directed to an inquiry into the effect of the railway 
embankments on the natural drainage of the country. The Railway 
Board have also, since the publication of the Government communique 
issued a communique on the subject indicating the action which they 
propose to take themselves. 
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•XVII. Mr. «J. A. DOUBLE; (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police (River Police) Department aware that a persistent 
rumour has been current for some time to the effect that the abolition 
of the River Police in Eastern Bengal is contemplated by, and is under 
the consideration of, Government? 

(h) Will the Hon' hie the Member be pleased to state whether there 
is any foundation for this report? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
question of the annual expenditure on the River Police has been made 
a subject of social or only general reference to the Retrenchment 
Committee ? 

MEMBER m oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : (<r and (b) Attention is invited to paragraph 0 
of the Government Resolution on the Report on the Police Adminis- 
tration in the Bengal Presidency for the year 1921, of which a copy 
has been placed on the Library table. For financial reasons it is not 
at present intended to include the Khulna waterway* 1 in the spheres of 
the department, but pending the receipt of the Retrenchment Com* 
mitteo’s recommendations the further curtailment of the detriment is 
not at present under consideration. 

(c) The reference to the Retrenchment Committee is in general 
terms covering the expenditure of the province. The River Police has 
not been specially mentioned. 


Teaching appointments in the Medical College and Schools in Calcutta. 

•XVIII. Mr, 8* MAHBOOB ALEY; (a) Will tin* Rou ble the 

Minister in charge of the RejKirtment of Local Self-Government l>e 
pleased to state whether it is n fact that Major-General B. TJ. Reare has 
promised to create two new appointments in the Calcutta Medical College 
and to give them to two Assistant Surgeons to be nominated by him? 

(b) M ill the Hon’ble the Minister l>e pleased to state whether 
teaching appointments in the — 

(1) Medical College, 

(it) School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, and 
(ni) Hie Campbell Medical School, 

are absolutely in the gift of the Surgeon-General or whether the Hon’lde 
the Minister has anv voice in the selection or nomination to such 
appointments of — 

{ 1) outsiders, or ' 

(2) persons in the service? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether in 
the matter of appointments referred to above the nomination or 
recommendation of — 

(t) the Surgeon-General, or 

(it) the Selection Committee where such a committee exists, 

is absolutely binding on the Hon' hie the Minister or whether it is o|H?n 
to him to accept or reject such nomination or recommendation? 

Mr. S. W. 'GOODE: (a) The Surgeon-General has made projswals- 
now under the considenition of Government — for providing two appoint- 
ments on the staff of the Medical College for officers selected from the 
ranks of Civil Assistant Surgeons. 

( b) (i) to (in) ApiH>intments to Professorships of the Medical 
College are made by Government (Medical Department), a rojKirt l>eing 
submitted to the Government of India. Posts of Assistant Professors 
and Demonstrators are held by Civil Assistant Surgeons, ami under the 
general {lowers as regards posting, transfer and leave of Civil Assis- 
tant Surgeons, the Surgeon-General is authorised to fill up these {H>sts 
without reference to Government. None of these appointment* are 
held by outside practitioners, except the Professorship of Anatom v. 

As regards the School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, some of 
the professorial apjiointment* are held by Indian Medical Service officers 
who are ap|»ointed by the Government of India under the old rules, 
while others -posts both of professors and of assistant professors— have 
lieeu filled by persons appointed bv the Minister in accordance with the 
recommendations made bv the Selection Committee. 

The teaching appointment* of the Campbell Medical School are 
held bv Civil Assistant Surgeons (apart from the [Hist of Superinten- 
dent) and under the general powers of the Surgeon -General, appoint- 
ments to these posts are made from officers in the cadre without refer- 
ence to Government, which mnv, however, exercise a control over them. 

( r) In re«f**ct of appointments requiring Government sanction, the 
Minister is not bound to accept the nominations of the Selection Com- 
mittee appointed by him or of the Surgeon-General . 


Revision of pay of teoohing staff of Commercial Institute. 

•XIX. Babu MNINDRALAL DE: («) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industrie* he 
pleased to state whether the revision of the scale of pay of the teaching* 
staff of the Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta, for which a 
grant .was sanctioned by the Council in the last July session, has been 
given effect to? 


4 
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(b) If not, when are the Government likely to pass orders in th 
matter P 

(c) Is it a fart that the grant for the same purpose provided in th< 
Budget for 1921-22 lapsed owing to the non-utilization of the amounts! 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of ACRI 
CULTURE and INDU8TR1E8 (Mr. J. T. Donovan): un No. 

(ft) Orders will be passed as soon as the initial pay admissible ti 
each member of the staff is settled. 

(r) Yes. 


Culverts on northern section of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

•XX. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway Branch) 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that at the time of reconstruct- 
ing the northern section of the Eastern Bengal Railway on the broad 
gauge system the railway authorities made the culverts fewer in number 
and shorter in width all along this section of the line? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. C. G. Dey): ' Fhe question raised is one on which the 
local Government is not prepared to give a reply inasmuch as it is 
(lonely connected with the question of the recent floods in North 
Bengal, a matter into which a Special Officer has been specially 
deputed by the Railway Board to impure. 


Examinations for certificates of oompetenoy as “ 8orangs ” and 
Masters of inland steam-vessels. 

•XXI. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon hie the 

Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that both the Indian and European Masters of vessels have 
got to pass certain examinations under the Inland Steam Vessels Art 
held under the auspices of the Government of Bengal? 

MEMBER in oharge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’M* 
Mr. «l. Donald): K xami nations are held under the Inland Steam Vessels 
* Act, 1 of 1917, for certificates of competency n« Scraps* and first 
and second class Masters of inland vessels. These certificates are 
granted by the Government of Bengal. Both Europfan* and Indi&DI 
ran appear at these examinations, 

t 
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•XXII. Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Wi]] the lion* hie the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state — 
(i) what is the extent of the Mohsin Fund; and 
(i») what suni is annually appropriated by the different school* 
and colleges out of that Fund? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: <*> and (it) A copy of the Mohsin 
Fund Budget, which will give the information asked for, is laid on the 
Library table 


Receipts from increased stamp-duties. 

•XXIII. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: uO Will the Ilon'ble the 
Member in charge of the De]wirtment of Finance l>e pleased to state 
what the nctual increase in receipts is from judicial and non-judicial 
stamps for the three months during which the Stamp Amendment and 
Court-fees Acts have Iwn in force in Bengal? 

(h) Do Government estimate that the anticipations of Government 
regarding the estimated increase in revenue from the above sources will 
be fulfilled? 

(r) If not. what is estimated to 1 m» the probable amount of deficit 
on the basis of the actuals for the said three months? 

The Hcn'ble Mr. «l. DONALD: Go The inhumation is given in the 
statement below. 

(h) No. 

(c) The actual receipts for three mouths do not form a sufficient 
basis for determining the accuracy of the Budget estimate On the 
basis of seven months' figures it is now estimated that the actual 
receipts for the year will fall short of the Budget estimate bv Tls. 8f> 
lakhs. 

Statement referred to in the ref tip to cl ante (a) of starred question 
No. XXI II, thawing Stamp Receipt* for the first quarter ending 
30th June , 1922 , compared with the same quarter of the previous 
year. 



! Flmi rjn.rtff 

| mi :m. 

1 f April i« Junr * 

! 

1 F1r« qi».rt*r 

t April -Jwrj. 1 

iMr.fMM. 


R*. 

Its. 

R'. 

Judicial 

Noo-jodicUl ... 

... : 58,^2,425 

21,24.450 

59.91 455 
25,05.9*45 

1,89,030 

3,81,483 

Tutsi 

79.2M7* 

! 84,97,388 

! ! 

5,70 513 
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In continuation of the answer given by the Hon'ble the Member tf 
charge of the Police Department to starred question No. XIV pu 
by Me. Bijoyfbosad Singh Roy on the 3rd July , 1922, two state 
ments are laid on the table in respect of parts (hi) and (iv) thereof 

I. 

(lii) Statement allowing the amount realised in the last completed 
year as rent of chaukidari chakran lands and made over to union board* 
and chaukidari punchayets. The amount is not contributed by Govern- 
ment but is paid by the owners of the estates in which such lands ait 
included. 


District. 

Amoimt. 


Rs. A. p. 

Birbhum 

... 89,258 0 0 

Ilooghly 

... 41,033 12 2i 

Bank ura 

... 3,891 0 0 

Burdwan 

... 97,961 12 2 

Midnajxire 

... 27,191 14 11 

Howrah 

... 6,572 4 1 

Murshidabad 

... 48,408 0 0 


Total ... 3,14,31(1 11 4$ 


II. 


{iv) Statement showing the amount paid in the last completed year 
by union Imards on account of pay and equipment of chaukidars and 
dafadars. « 


District. 


Amount. 


Hurd wan 

Birbhu m 

Hooghly 

Howrah 

Faridpitr 

Tippers 

Noakhali 

Dacca 


Rs. A. p. 
2,25,759 12 6 
1,94,827 0 0 
1,65,640 4 11 
1,09,038 13 0 
59,274 9 8 
2,21,590 1 6 
41,799 8 0 
l,17,lt}5 0 0 


Total 


11,35,095 1 7 
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QUESTIONS. 

Untfamtf Qoactiant 

(Answer* to whioh wort kakt *n tho table). 

Inoocno of tho Caloutti Univarsity. 

1. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will tho Hon’ble tho 
Minister in charge of tho Deportment of Education be pleased to stale 
what was the aggregate gross income of the University of Calcutta in 
the following years: — 

1917-18, l‘JlS-19, 1919-20, ami 1920-21 ? 

(b) How much of the above aggregate income was derived from 
endowments, ami what are the objects of the several endowments ? 

(c) How much of the above aggregate income wus derived from the 
following : — 

(i) Matriculation examination fees; 

(it) Intermediate examination fees; 
hu) 11. A. and ll.tir. examination fees; 

( / r ) M. A. and M.Sc. examination fees; 

(rl 11. li. and M L. examination fees; and 
(ri) other examination fees? 

(d) How much of the above aggregate income was derived fiom sale 
of University jmblications ? 

ir) How much of the above aggregate income was derived from 
fees paid b\ students for attendance at the I/aw College classes ami 
lectures ? 

{f) How much of tlie above aggregate income was derived from the 
fees paid by Postgraduate students? 

(//) II ow much of the above aggregate income was derive! from 
Government grants? If any jiart of such grants was for social purjKises, 
if so, for what pur|K>se? 

(h) How much of the above aggregate income was derived from other 
sources ? 

(t) What was the aggregate expenditure of the University of 
Calcutta during the following years: — 

1917-18, 1918-19, 1919-20, and 1920-21? 

(j) How much of the aggregate expenditure was incurred for the 
following examinations: — 

(«) Matriculation examination ; 

(it) I.A. and l.Sc. examinations; 

(*«) B.A. and B.£c. examinations; 

(it?) M.A. and M.Sc. examinations; 
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(t?) Medical examination*; 

( vi ) Engineering examinations; 

(vii) B.L. and M.L. examinations; and 
(viii) other examinations? 

(k) How much of the aggregate expenditure was incurred — 

(i) for the payment of the staff of the Postgraduate classes; and 
(«) for the general maintenance of the Postgraduate classes? 

(/) How much of the aggregate expenditure was incurred — 

(i) for the Science College; and f 

(if) for the Law College? 

(m) How much of the aggregate expenditure was incurred for muni- 
cipal taxes, the pay of the Kegistrar, the Controller of Examinations, and 
the permanent office establishment of the University other than the 
Postgraduate Department? 

(n) How much of the aggregate expenditure was incurred for other 
purposes ? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: (a) to (n) The published and 
audited accounts pamphlets of the University of Calcutta for the years 
1917-18, 1918-19, 1919-20 and 1920-21 and a copy of the Calendar of that 
body for the years 1920 and 1921 are laid on the Library table. The 
former will give the information wanted by the mover as to the details 
of receipt and expenditure of the University for the years in question, 
while the latter will «how the objects for which the several endowments 
of the University have been created. 


Embankments in certain villages of Khulna. 

2. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’blo the Member ia charge of the Department of Irrigation been 
drawn to the condition of the embankments in the following villages 
of the district of Khulna and the failure of rice-crop in those areas dur- 
ing the last three years : — 

Rajnagore and Saktia in thana Tala; Kurikahunia, Sripur and 
„ Ohakla Telikhali in thana Asasuni; and Srikalaah, Kashimari, 
Biralaksmi and Tepukhali in thana Kaligunge? 

(b\ If so, will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
steps have lieen taken or what steps it is proposed to take for the repair^ 
of the said embankments so that the said villages may be saved from 
being flooded with salt water? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tfio 
Hon’blo the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burduran): ( a ) Yes. 

( b ) The matter is under consideration. 

i 
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Baku AMULYA OHONE AODY: Is it nut a fact that the work 
has wot been taken in hand yet and will the lion* hie the Mem Iter in 
charge take necessary steps so that the same work may be taken in 
hand as early as possible? 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BU ROWAN: The quest ion will receive consideration. 

Election expenees of looel bodies. 

3. Maulvt AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’bie the 
Minister in charge of the Dcouitment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to*lav on the table i statement showing, di, strict by district, 
the total amount sjient by the Government during Oie last three general 
elections to — 

(t) district boards, 

(u) local boards; and 
(itt) municipalities? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE* Tinier rule 62 and rule 38 of the Election 
Rules issued under the Bengal 1/ical Self-Government and Municipal 
Acts, respectively, copies of which are laid on the Library tabic, all 
costs incurred in holding ele< tions by district and local boards and 
municipalities are payable from the distiict and municipal funds, 
respectively. 


Inspection of primary and middle schools. 

4. Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the 
Hon'bie the Minister in charge of the Dejiurtment of Education Ihj 
pleased to lay on the table a statement, in a tabular form, up to the 
31st March, 1922, showing — 

(*) the number of district and subdi visional inspectors and Govern- 
ment sub-iiiHjiectora of schools in each district in Bengal ; 

(tt) the number of middle English, middle vernacular, upjmr 
primary' ami lower primary schools ami mahtnht and other 
indigenous schools in charge of each of the above officers 
during the year; and 

(tit) how many, if any, schools remained unvisited in each district 
by any officer? 

(h) Do the Government contemplate any redistribution of those* 
officers? If so, when ? 

( c ) What steps are being taken to give effect to the Primary 
Education Scheme recommended by' Mr. Biss? 
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The Hoft’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A consolidated statement is 
laid on the Library table. 

(b) The whole question is under consideration. No date can be 
mentioned. 

(c) The scheme ns n whole has not yet been' approved by Govern- 
ment. Experimental schemes on the lines indicated in Mr. Biss’s 
recommendations are, however, being considered. Schemes have been 
worked out for 113 municipalities and 204 union boards and consider- 
able funds, over Its. 2£ lakhs, have been provided this year for giving 
effect to these proposals. 

Slaughter of oows in municipalities. 

5. Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing— 

(*) the names of all municipalities in Bengal, including Calcutta 
and suburban municipalities, and the number of Hindu and 
Muhammadan inhabitants therein; and 

(it) the names of the municipalities in which slaughter of cows, 
hulls and calves has been prohibited and the date of pass- 
ing of the resolutions to that effect? 

(h) Will the llon’ble the Minister In* pleased to state whether aftei 
such prohibition the slaughter of cows, bulls and calves has been 
stop|>ed in the slaughter-houses of those municipalities? 

(c) What is the sum received from the slaughter of cattle in the 
municipalities in Bengal during the last 12 months? 

(d) What is the rate of the fee levied for the slaughter of each 

cattle? « 

(e) Are there stalls for sale of l>eef in the market-places of the 
municipalities which maintain slaughter-houses for the slaughter of 
cows, hulls and calves? 

(/) Where is beef sold in the municipalities wdiere there is no stall 
in the market place for the sale of beef ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) (i) A statement is laid on the Library 
table. 

(*«> Calcutta— 7th April, 1920, and 25th January, 1922; Burdwan— 
10th April, 1922; Kutwa— 30th May, 1922; Ran iganj— 20th June) 
1922; Bunkum — 17th December, 1920; Sonamukhi — 7th Mav, 1922; 
Howrah— 23rd July, 1920; Bally— 2nd April, 1920; Hooghlv-Chin- 
sura— 29th April, 1922; Baidyahati— 27t.h May, 1922; Arambagh-^ 
19th April, 1922; Tollyganj— 17th April, 1922; Krishnagar— 25th 
April, 1922; Nahadwip— 29th April, 1922; Chakdah— 16th June, 1922; 
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Kumarkhali — 26th June, 1922; Berhampore — 30th January, 1922; 
Narainganj — 17th May, 1922; Mymcusingh — 7th July, 1915; Madari- 
pur — 10th May, 1922; Jolpaiguri — 1st August 1921; and Old Malda — 
30th April, 1922. 

(h) Of the above municipalities, 14 have no slaughter-houses ; as 
regards the remaining eight, the slaughter of cows, hulls nml calves 
has been stopped in Howrah, Bankuru, Tollyganj, My men. singh and 
Jalpaiguri. 

(c) The amount received is Km. 43,635 which is derived from tees 
as well as from licenses. 

(d) The rfte varies from one anna to ten annas per head of cattle. 

(c) Thg answer is in the affirmative so far ns the municipalities of 

Calcutta, Asansol, Suri, Howrah, Dacca, Chittagong, Coin il hi and 
Dinajpur are concerned. 

(/) It is sold bv hawkers or in private markets and licensed shops. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Is it not a fact that the object of 
the «mi nici pal i ties referred to in the answer, in which the slaughter 
of rows and calves has been prohibited, is to reduce the price of 
cow's milk and at the Name time increase the supply of tjhrr. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: The department have no knowledge of the 
motives of this action. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Is it not a fact that the pro- 
hibition of the slaughter of rows has reduced the rat** of infant 
mortality and is not a fact that it is not the Hindus alone hut tlhe 
Muhammadans as well who are equally interested in increasing the 
supply of milk which is the only food for infants and invalids';' 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I am not prepared to express an opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hahn Amulya Dhone Addy, have you any more 
questions? 

Baba AMULYA DHONE ADDY: No. Sir. 

Water-supply sohemes. 

6. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ixical Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what schemes of local water-supply have been approved of by 

the Board of Public Health since January, 1921; 

(tV> which of those schemes have been finally adopted and budgeted 
for*by the Government ; 

(tu) wbat has lieen the total sum budgeted for, for the purpose; 

(it?) what sum has been actually spent during the above period; and 

(r) under what items such surris have been spent? 
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Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (t) The following water-supply 
been approved by the Sanitary Board since 1921:- 
Midnapore water-supply. 

Tangail water-supply. 

Noakhali water-supply extension. 

Bank ura water-supply improvement. 

Suri water-supply. * 

Raniganj water-supply. 

Com ilia water-supply. 

Burdwun water-works extension. 

Krishnagar water-works extension. 

Narainganj water-works. 

Chittagong water-works improvement. 


[20ra No 
schemes ha 


HO itainganj and Comilla schemes have received final sanction o 
in the Eget'LrcurTen^ear > m “ de ^ ^ U °‘ ed Mov 


(Jrants — 

Bankura— Ks. 8,0tK). 
Comilla— Its. 32,000. 
Chittagong— Its. 30,000. 
ltaniganj — Its. 50,000. 
Stiri— Its. 50,000. 


Coons — 

Kaniganj— Rs. 50,000. 
Burdwun— Its. 35,000. 
Bunkura— Rs. 10,000 
Tangail— Its. 25,000. 
Comilla— Its. 45.000. 


(’») The total sum was Rs. 1 . 00,000 
Rs 10,000 for the Rangumati watcr-suiij.lv, and 
including 11s. 42,000 for the Jessore water-supplv. 

(ir) and (r) The expenditure on the schemes 
Jnnuurv, 1921, to date is as follows:— 


for grants including 
Hs. 2,07,000 for loans 

in the ala.ve list from 


Krishnagar water-works 
Chittagong water- works 

Raniganj water-works 
Burdwan water-works 
Comilla water- works 


Rs. 

1,75,654* 

2,648 

5,134 

2.403 

750 


The remainder of the projects have not vet been started 

vio,,;.™; LZ‘,r; 0 l roK " ,e Kn ’ h ” ,gmr k - «•«•« MDCti00rf ^ 


Defective filtered water-supply. 

7. °, JA T, N0 RA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’hle the 

tdea^dt T lU “ r !T r f ,,‘ he 1>p0rtment of Locb1 Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 

( ° U '^ ] have now got a filtered water- 

supply for public use; 
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(it) of these water-supplies, which of them failed during the last 
summer ; 

(in) the places where filtration is not up to the mark; and 
(iv) the steps that have been taken by the Government to remedy 
the defective filtration? 

Mr. 9. W. GOODE: (f), m) (m) Statements are laid on the 

table. 

(ir) Analysis refHirts are supplied to the local authorities concerned. 
They an 1 always able to consult the Thief Engineer, Public Health 
Department, regarding the removal of defects. 

I. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question Ao. 7, s ho winy 


places tn 

Bengal which now 

have a filtered water-supply for public 

(1) 

Bari sal. 

(20) Nator. 

<kM 

Berhamporc. 

(21) Sutklnra. 

<») 

Burdwan. 

(22) Hajbari. 

(4) 

(5) 

Dacca. 

Howrah. 

Supplied from Talcutta water-works 

(ID 

M> mensingh. 

(2d) Mamcktolla. 

(7) 

Narainganj. 

(24 ) Tossipore-f'hitjKJre. 

(«> 

Kll IM'Ollg. 

(25) Tolly ganj. 

HD 

Khulna. 

( 2fi ) South Suburban. 

(10) 

Thandpur. 

(27) Garden Beach. 

(in 

(12) 

Munshiganj 

Farid pur. 

Supplied from local mills — 

(I'D 

Perojpur. 

(2S) Nuihati. 

(14) 

Patuakhali. 

(29) Bhatpara. 

f 15) 

•lessore. 

(d0) Titaghar. 

(10) 

H(M)ghlv*rhinsura 

(dl) Gnnilia, 

(17) 

Seram pore. 

( d2 ) Bhadreswar. 

(18) 

rhittagong. 

(dd) Chumpdany. 

(19) 

Uttarpara. 

(d4) Baranagar. 


The names of Darjeeling, Bankura and Noakhali have been omitted 
from the list as there is no filtration. 

* The water-supply at Bajlwri was stopped for a few days owing to 
the scarcity of water in the reserved tank. 

Water scarcity was apprehended at Khulna and Jessore and the 
pumping set belonging to this department was sent to these municipali- 
ties in time to pump in river water to fill the reserved tank. Deuce 
there wia no break in the water-supply. 



The water-supply at Satkhira stopped for a few days owing to the 
breakdown of machinery as there is no duplicate set provided. 

II. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 7, giving the 
standards of filtration reached by the various water-supplies. 


WftUr-ttUiipHw. 

Source*. 

Filter*. 

Hoourka. 

1. Howrah ... ... | 

1 

1 

1 

Hiver 

Ditto 

Slow sarid 

Usually good but had ou 
two occasions ; DOW 
satisfactory. 

2. Chinsura 


Ditto 

Almost invariably ex- 
cellent. 

3. Gauripur 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Usually veiy satisfac- 
tory. 

4. Uttarpara 

Ditto 

Mechanical 

Variable results. 

6. Rishra 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Usually poor results. 

6. Baukura 

Ditto 

Infiltration gal j 
lory. 

Satisfact< ry. 

7 Biifdwan ... | 

Ditto ... i 

1 

Slow sand 

Usually excellent. 

8 Borhampoiv . ... J 

; Ditto ... [ 

Ditto 

Usually very good 

9, M) mcnsingh ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Usually very sati-fac- 
tory . 

10. Barisal 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Variable results 

11. Dacca ... 

Ditto 

Mechanical 

Almost invariably ex- 
cellent. 

12. Narayanganj 

h 

' Ditto 

| 

Mechanical gra- 
vity 

Variable results. 

13. Chandpur 

1 Ditto 

! 

Treasure 

Ditto. 

14. Jeseore 

1 Tanka ... 

j 

Mechanical gra- 
vity. 

Ditto. 

15. Rhulna 

j Ditto 

Slow aand 

Usually fairly go*nl. 

18. Satkhira 

1 

Ditto 

Pressure 

i 

Usually good. 

17. Pirojpur 

Ditto 

Slow aand 

Ueually unsatisfactory 

18 Katidpur 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Variable results. 

19. Nator 

Ditto 

Pressure 

Unoertain. 



District board grant to union 


S. Mr. BMOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of lx>oal Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the grant of each dis- 
trict board to the union boards under it? 


Mr. S* W. GOODE: A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement re ferred to in the reply to unstarred question So. thawing 
the grant* made by District Hoards to the Union Hoards und-r them. 


K.oorof DUtrlot Boord. 

Amount of irrant to 
Colon Boirda. 

tUturb 

1 

3 

3 

I 


[in. 


Kurd wan 

44,884 


Pirlihurn 

17,431 

1 

Thi* included Ho. 0,413 lining the 
l>alanot* of t he Union CoriitnillnR 
: Fund. 

Hooghly 

! 

*2 ft, 500 ] 

! 

Howrah 

30.300 


Kliulna 

27.650 


Dacca * 

4^,l5M 

t 

; 

i 

Faridpur 

15,800 

I 

Jippcra 

40,000 

| 

Provided in the District Board Budget 
for 192! 22. An additional autn 
of Ho 31,4s5 wan aNo provided fur 
the maintenance nf the Hoard's 
flower Primary School** in charge 
of union hoards. 

o 

Noakhali 

37,010 



f. M.— Th* Dtetrkl Board* < f tftdt* har. 6*rU}rA in p*f R*. 100 to «u-h of th* 1 41 Co too Bo»rda in th* AMrtrt 
Wfara iboy orf ortnollj r«iw(trot^1. »h# Krost to N> inenoord le Ri. IW to ooob Boord nodcr apart*: rlrromojotwo*. 
TBo Myrnawiagh DiMrkt Boon) ha* »odf*t*d Bo. I J.7IO for front* to Cotoo Boord* w n ib*y orr form'd 
v hares* th* Dfetrfe* Boord of Ko)*hohi pi upon* to frool tu. 900 to took of tt* 17 Cato* Boot da in th* dtatrtm. 



9. Mr. BU0YPR08AD SIHeH ROY* Will the Hon’Me the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of union boards in Bengal in which union courts 
or benches have been constituted; 

(ft) the total number of union boards in Bengal; and 
(in) the maximum amount of union rate realised by any union 
board under sections — 

(I) 37(a) 

(IT) 37 (b) 

of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919; and 
fir) the maximum amount of expenditure of a union board under 
the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, for office 
management and realisation of taxes? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (i) One hundred and one. 

(ti) One thousand one hundred and two. 

(iii) The figures appear to be Rs. 4,044 and Rs. 5,500, reflectively, 
(ir) The maximum amount is Rs. 1,246. 


Kalft-azar. 

10. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state in detaif — 

(t) in which of the districts of Bengal, kala-axar prevails to any 
severe extent, and 

(tV) what steps, if any, have been taken for the prevention and 
eradication of the disease either by the Government or by any 
of the local authorities? 

(M Will the Hon’ble the Minister kindly say what steps the Gov- 
ernment suggest should be taken by the district boards to check any 
further progress of kala-axar in Bengal ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) (i) Investigation into the prevalence and 
distribution of k#l»-#*8r *■«* mmn>sn r H by the Public FcaHh Depart* 
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Slant in 1919. So far the following twelve districts have been 
examined and the results are as follows : — 


Diatrtot. 


Number of 
VlItWCM 
•XAfuiaod. 

Hamtor of 
Tilt**** la 
(toted with 

kot*'oa»r. 

I'otveoWurt 

In lotted. 

Nuwbrr of 
coom found. 

Avorote par 
vtitafo. 





Per cent. 


Per cent. 

MynieiiMtigli 


138 

75 

MS 

355 

4*7 

Malda 


233 

93 

40*0 

156 

17 

Nadi* 


441 

151 

34*2 

252 

17 

Bakarganj 


273 

86 

31*5 

169 

1*9 

Dacca 


104 

32 

30*0 

53 

17 

Burdwan 


76 

20 

26 3 

34 

2*7 

Nuakbali 


227 

34 

! | 

62 

16 

Tippera 


459 1 

! 

61 i 

14 8 

118 

17 

Darjeeling 


77 i 

10 

12 9 

12 

1*2 

Jalpaiguri 


127 

15 

i 1 1 *H 

20 

1 1*3 

Faridpttr 


491 

! : 

45 

i 

9*1 

81 

1*8 

Chittagong 


! »** ! 

1 10 

6 2 

j 21 

2*1 

Total 

... 

, 2,807 

1 639 

2*27 

1 

j 1,343 

| 2*10 

i 


From these figures, it will he seen that the largest proportion of 
infected villages occur in Mymensingh, Malda, Nadia, Hukuiganj, Dan a 
and Burdwan. The largest number of cases found in the infected villages 
are in Mymensingh and Burdwan. Isolated inquiries lm\e also been 
jnade in parts of Jessore, the 24-Parganas and Howrah. 

(it) Government have undertaken the necessary investigation in 
order that local authorities should know the facts; the officers engaged 
in the investigation have undertaken the special treatment (by antimony 
injections) of the cases seen by them, and have taught the local medical 
men the method of diagnosis and technique of treatment; local authori- 
ties have been advised in regard to schemes for the eradication of the 
disease; and some district l>oards, *>.//. . Mymensingh ha* taken up the * 
work, allotting a considerable amount for the purpose. 

(b) A copy of the plan of work suggested bv the Assistant Director 

of PubTir Health on Special Kala-awr is laid on the Library table, 



Irrigation aohemes on Council resolution*. 


11. Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation bp 
pleased to lay on the table a list of the schemes in the Department of 
Irrigation referred to in resolutions carried or accepted by the present 
Council with the approximate cost for each ? 

(b) Of these schemes, how many and which have been given effect 
to and the extent to which they have been given effect to? 

(r^ How many and which of these schemes have bpen held up for 
want of funds P 

(r/) How many and which of these schemes do the Government not 
propose to accept P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) to (d) The only scheme accepted is that relating to 
the improvement of the Saraswati river in the districts of Hooghlv and 
Howrah. The action already taken bv Government in the matter is 
described in the sj>eech of the Hon’blo the Member printed on pages 279 
and 280 of the Council Proceedings, 1921, Volume TIT. 


Alleged inoonvenienoe of passengers at Howrah station. 

12. Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: M Is the Hon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works {Railway Branch) 
aware of the hardship to which passengers are put at the Howrah 
station hv the platform gates being opened only a few minutes l>efore the 
dejHirt tire of the trains, and the consequent crowd and rush and of the 
corruption that has resulted therefrom? 

(b) Is the Hon’hle tiff' Minister considering the desirability of taking 
steps to put a stop to such hardships and corruption ? 

Mr. C. C. DEYs (a) No complaint has been received hitherto. 

(b) It is not within the province of the local Government to take 
steps in this matter, hut the attention of the East Indian Railway and of 
the Railway Board is l>eing drawn to the subject-matter of the question. 


KslMzar in Hooghly. 

13. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment aware that there have been several cases of kala-a*ar at Kanaipoie, 
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Sikta, and other villages within the jurisdiction of thanas Dadpur and 
Db&niskh&li in the Hooghly district P 

(£) What steps, if any, are the Government taking in the matter? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: <o) and {b) Government have no information 
but inquiries wll be made by the Assistant Director of Public 
Health for Kala-axar. The knla-ur.nr survey is at present being con- 
ducted in the district of Burdwan, but it will shortly Ih» extended to 
Hooghly. 


Construction of Howrah-Burdwan chord line and its effaot on the 
sanitation of Hooghly. 

14. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) U the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Ix>oal Self-Govern- 
ment aware that since the construction of the llowruh'-Burdwan chord 
line and the obstruction of the natuial drainage by it, the villages on 
both sides of the line in the district of Hooghly have become malarious 
and that kala-azar is also spreading in those amis? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to state what stejw, 
if any, it is projiosed to take in the matter? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) So far as information is available it 
does not show that there was any increase in the total death-rate in 
the thanas of the Hooghly district through which the Howrah- 
Burdwan chord line runs. 

( b ) An inquiry regarding the prevalence of malaria and kula-asar 
has been arranged for and is being made. 


Grant of rewards to presidents of union boards of Hooghly 
district for meritorious service. 

* 15* Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Defwrtment be pleased 
to lay a statement on the table showing — 

(i) the names of the union boards of the Hooghly district whose 
presidents have been recipients of valuable presents for good 
service; and 

(tt) also the character of the service in the case of every such 
president ? 

(b) Is it a fact that these presents have been made on the recom- 
mendation of the Circle Officers ? 
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(c) I* it also a fact that a headman has been appointed for each 
union board f 

Hon’We Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) A statement is laid 

on the table. The rewards granted were gold signet rings and silver 
mounted walking sticks. Under the standing orders of Government 
aufch rewards, the normal value of which is Its. 50, can be granted by 
District Magistrates to members of chaukidari patichayets and union 
boards for meritorious service. 

(6) The good services were brought to notice by th% Circle Officers, 
Subdivisional Officers and Superintendent of Police. 

(c) Yes. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clame (a) of unstarred 
question No, 15. 

N»tn« of ulon bo*rd who** pmldtnt Niture of terrlc** r«nd«r«d by the president. 

vii rvwardvd. 1 

Dasghara ... Bv his influence prevented non-co-operation 

from getting a foothold in his union and 
assisted the police administration. 

Arnnan ... Has rendered satisfactory service and con- 

structed a local road. 

Dwarhatta-Gopinatlipur Organised a village defence party and 

assisted the police in a gang case. 

Singur .. Organiser of the Appurbapur (Vofwrative 

Credit Bank. Has shown public spirit 
and zeal in the work of liis union. 
Chanditala ... Has done earnest and efficient work as pre- 

sident of the union board. 

Kumarganj *. Has done excellent work and also helped 

the police in a murder case. 

Petli River Embankments. 

16. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to lay on 
the table a list of the mauzas including the respective areas formerly 
protected by the Peali lliver Embankments Nos. 82, 83 and 84 of 
Schedule “ D ” to the Bengal Act YI of 1873? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state when and 
under what circumstances the aforesaid embankments were abandoned 
by the Government, and how and by whom the lands forming the aide 
of the said embankment are now being used? 
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(c) Will the Hon’bl© the Member be pleased to state whether the 
area formerly protected by each of the said embankments required any 
further protective embankment after and since the said abandonment? 

(d) If so, what steps, if any, were taken in the matter? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
sluices in those 44 I) M Schedule embankments are maintained by the 
Government? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAtlADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: i a ) The list of mauxaa and areas formerly protected bv 
abandoned 14 D ** Schedule Embankments Nos, 82, 88 and 84 are given 
below : — • 

Villages protected: Ondoloy, Sitakund, Clmk Padijala, Katala, 
Ramnagar, Padijala, Mnlikpur, Sherpur, Surjipur, Purum- 
taxnpur, Bhatjmrn, Raghunandpur, ami Nnclmngarlin. 

Area protected by the abandoned “ 0 " Schedule' Embankments 
Nos. 88 and 84 abandoned is about 12 square miles. 

Villages protected : Kmnarkhali, Kaiatala, Ramchandrapur, Taher- 
jmr, Mogra, Gowalberia, Srikistonagar, Deramganj, Hoghol- 
dobori, Dhainkola, Utter Arsinngai, Nawagram, and 
Bairdhora. 

Area protected by abandoned 44 1) ” Schedule Embankment No. 82 is 
about 8 square miles. 

< b ) The Schedule 44 T) ” Embankments Nos. 82, 88 and 84 were 
abandoned under notification dated 18th February, 1917. after construe, 
tion of the Forward Peali Right Embankment and the IVuli sluice in 
connection with the Magrabat T>rainage Scheme. The lands pertain- 
ing to the embankment have reverted to the owners. 

(c) After construction of the Peali Right Embankment and of the 
Peali sluice no further protection is necessary. 

(d) No further steps are necessary. 

(c) There are two sluices in the abandoned portions of the embank- 
ment, namely, Madanptir and Veragachi sluice. They are not main* 
tained as thev are not needed after construction of the new Madanpur- 
Veragachi sluice in 1920. 

Water scarcity #f 1922. 

17. Befell BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will # 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of I^ocal »Self- 
Oovernment be pleased to state whether be is aware of the general 
drying up of wells, tanks, and other sources of water-supply resulting 
from the recent drought in the Dacca division ? 
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(b) If so, what special action, if any, has been taken by the Gov- 

ernment or the district boards concerned for the removal oi the scarcity 
of water in the Dacca division ? * 

(c) Will the Jlon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of wells, tanks, and other sources of 
water-supply during the recent drought, that were constructed by — 

(?) district boards, 

(it) local boards, and 
(iii) union boards, 

in the Dacca division? 1 

(d) In how many of these wells, etc., has there been «a sufficient 
supply of water? 

(c) W r hat, if any, provision is there for the regular inspection o\ 
these wells, etc. P 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (n) The Minister in charge understands that the 
water-supply was seriously affected by the drought except in the 
Bakargunj district. 

(ft) and (c) The Minister in charge projioses to hold a conference 
in the cold weather to consider the question of water-supply in Bengal 
generally. The action taken by the district boards is shown in the 
statement attached. 

{( l ) In Dacca and Faridpur there was an adequate suppl\ in all ti e 
new tanks and wells; in Mymensingh, about 40 ]n*r cent, of tin* wells 
dried up; in Bakargunj, all the district board tanks had a sufficient 
supply. 

(r) The District Engineer's staff and Local Board Suit-overseers 
insjtect these sources of supply; in Dacca, the Local Board Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman are also reported to make such inspection. 

« 

Statement referred to in the reply to damn (c) of unstarred question 
No , 17, showing the number of wells , tanks and other sources of 
water-supply during the recent drought that ivere constructed by 
district boards , lo< % al hoards and union hoards in the Dacca 
division. 


T>*oc» nivlidou. 

, 

(I) DUtrtct BoftriU. 

i 

trt’ Loral Board*. 

| (Ui) Union Boards. 

1 

Dacca 

1 Nil, «« the llistricl 

Four tanks and 

54 Several of th«U) 


Ivoard grant for water- 

well*. 

ftave sunk wells 


n apply is distributed 


| or re- excavated 


amongst local boards. 

I 

| 


' tanks. Details 

| not received. 
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DOfskm. 


(I) District Bond*. 


ltt> Local lto*rd». 


Pit) I'tikm Bcmnk. 


HyBidnuingh , Finished the ecnwtruc- j Jamalpur ct iHtructed 12 
] tiou of 22 nmnonry ! ring well*. Khdt *n* 

| well*. 2 ring wo])* And j g*nj *aiik 1 nitt*.uiry 
I 1 tiled well only. { well and 1 ring well. 
! Sixt\*five well* and 3 l Netmkona 15 ring 
tanka have, li 'wever, ; well*, Tangaii 2 » rutg 
f i*c«ii in progMW nil ice j well* ami h tiled 
| the drought well*, while the Saditr 

• | local hoard repaired 

j 9 masonry wells, re- 

! j e*«*avated 2 masonry 

f i wells and sank 10 

j ring wells. 


There is no 
hoard. 


uuioa 


Faiidpur 


Bakargunj 


Two tanka and 11 Two tanka and 13 ring! One ring well com- 
masonry welia were | wel'.a were completed j pletad hut the 

completed and 1 tank ! and 3 tanka and 6 j information hag 

and 15 innaonn wella masonry wells were * * not horn furnished 
w< re done in part. I done in part Fourteen ! in respect of most 

Three old tank* and *2 | tanks and 4 ring wells j union h-.urd* 

masonry msIIh were | were repaired, 

repaired. One rein 
forced concrete well 
was also sunk. j 

Constructed 4 well* and 1 Do not ileal witli water J Union hoard system 
283 reserve tanks ( supply. j has not \nl l>eon 

Three of the wel's are j } introduc'd 

out of use. j j 


Increase of murder cases in Burdwan. 

18. Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: With reference to the ntn fo- 
ment laid on the table in reply to un starred question No. dS ]>«j t by me 
ou the 2drd August, 11)2*2. will the Hon'ble the Member in chuige of the 
Police Department lx* pleased to state whether any steps liave lieen 
taken, or are to 1 m* taken, to arrest the increase in the numlior of cases 
»f murder in the district of HurdwanP 

The HofPhle Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Detec •tion and punishment 
are the only possible deterrents in cases of murder, and every effort is 
made to secure this. 

• 

P*y and traveling allowances drawn by the educational irwpaotang . 
(tafl of Pabna. 

«. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
a charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the 
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table a statement showing the amounts drawn as travelling and halt- 
ing allowances by the Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Schools 
and the Inspecting Pandits in the district of Pabna from the year 1918-19 
to 1922-23 (up to July, 1922), noting the annual salary of each such 
officer? 

, Th6 Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement is laid on the table. 
There was no Inspecting Pandit in the Pabna district during the 
period under consideration. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unsUirred question Wo. 19, showing 
the amount drawn by the educational inspecting staff of Pabna 
from 1918 up to July , 1922. 


PABNA DISTRICT. 

Up to 31st July, 1922. 

T re veiling end 
helling 
ellowenoe. 

Total coat on 
account of 
celery for Are 
months for 
each poet. 

Deputy Inbpkctoes. 

Babu Dwijmidra Nath Neogi, District Inspector of 
School*, Pabna 

Hs 

21 

A. 

8 

Rs. 

250 

Maulvi Muhammad Tirnur, District Inspector <»f 
Schools, Pabna, from 28th April to 3lst July, 1922 

332 

2° 

1,000 

Maulvi Daliluddin Ahmed, Subdi visional Inspector of 
Schools, Pabna ... * ... 

350 

0 

917 

Balm Biremlra Lai (Jatiguli, Subdivisiimal Inspector of 
Schools, Sirajganj 

150 

3 

1,050 

Sub Inspectors. 




Scutar Circle. 




Maulvi Moizuddin Ahmed, Sub-Inspector of School*, 
Pabna ... 4 ... ... ... 

86 

4 

700 

Dulai Circle. 




Maulvi Khorshed Ahmed, Sub- Inspector of School*, 
Dulai Circle 

19 

14 

526 

Sirajgamj Circle. 




Syed Abdua Sattar, Sub-Inspector of 8chools, 

®r»jg»nj 

28 

3 

700 


* Ullapam Circle. 

Maulvi Reatuddin Bhuya, Sub-Inspector of Schools, 

Ullapara ... ... ... ... 18 14 425 


* Including traneit. 

The travelling allowance bilk of the 8ub- Inspectors of Scboob to this Division have been held np ia this 
»Oee sines April, IMS pending the flotl deohloo bv tbe Director of Public IaMroetloe* Bengal, of the gn— tioe 
whether they should be el to wed to drew travtltUg eltoereece coder ordiaery ntks or a Axed deity attosraaee ao 
eM by the AoaounUnt.Oeueral. Bengal. 
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BN A DIST RICT— e<w»<d. 

1921-22. 

Trtwlliaf 4 m) 

Teul«Mtt« 
MOMli »f 



mUmt per 


tUOWUM, 

ftenooi for 

DlPCTt IWPECTTOIS. 

Hit. 

•Mb po*4. 

R*. 

Mtulvi Muhammad Nabi Bakah, District Deputy In*- 
pector of School*, Pabna, from 1st April, 1921, tu 
27th September, 1921 

332 

1,089 

Babu Dwijendra Nath Neogi, Diatrict Inspector of 
Buhoola, Pabna, fr‘»m 28th September, 1921, to 5th 
October, 19^, and again from 3rd January, 1922, to 
Slat March, 1922, at Ha. 250 a month ... 

90 

549 

Matilvi DafUuddiu Ahmed, Officiating Dintrict Inspector 
of Schools, Pabna, from 26th October, 1921, to 2nd 
January, 1922, at R*. 210 a month 

169 

474 

Sirajganj Subdivition, 

Babu Jojneswar Chakravarty, Subdiviaional Inspector 

- 


of 8chooU, 8«rnjgauj, from 1st April, 1921, to 17th 
July, 1921, at Ra. 2l0 a month ... ... 

285 

745 

Matilvi Aftahuddin Ahmed, Subdiviaional Inapector of 
School*, Sirajganj, from 18th July, 1921, to 3lat 
Octol*er, 19*2 1. and again from 7th November, 1921, 
to 3rd December, 1921 

369 

1,500 

Babu Kahirode Chundra Sen Gupta, Officiating Sub- 
diviaioual In*|>ector of School*. Sirajganj, from 4th 
Decemlter, 1921, to 2nd January, 1922, at Ha. 190 
a mouth 

83 

97 

8ub-In»f*ctors. 

Sailar Circle. 

Maulvi Matzuddin Ahmed, Suh-lnapector of Schools, 
Pabna from lat April, 1921, to 6th July, 1921, and 
again from 7th September, 1921, to 3l»t March, 
1922 

151 

1,440 

Dulat Circle. 

Maulvi Khorahed Ahmed, Sub-Iuapector of 8choola, 
Dulai Circle 

369 

1,080 

Sirajganj Circle, 

Bahu Subodh Chandra Sen, Officiating Snh-Inapector 
of 8c boo ht, Sirajganj from 1st April, 1921, to 19th 
April, 1921, at Ha. 50 a month 

24 

82 

Baba Kedar Nath Sarkar, 8ub-In«pector of School*, 

, Sirajganj Circle, from 2(>tb April, 1921, to 29th June, 

1921 

30 

140 

MmuI v i Zahooruddin Ahmed, Officiating 8ob-In»pector 
Of School*, Sirajganj Circle, from l7tb Auguat, 1921, 
to 7th March, 1922, at Ra. 50 a month 

117 

475 

Byed Abdoa Sattar, Sab-Inapector of School*, 8irajganj 
Circle, from 8th March, 1922, to Slat March, 1922, at 
Be. 140 a mooth 

♦a# 

108 
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• f20ru Not. 


Total oo*t on 

Travailing tod account Of 

bolting tolory por 

allowance anaum for 

each post 


Sob I nspeotor8 — condd. 



Rs. 

R*. 

IJllupara Circle. 



Maulvi Zainal Abedin, Sub-Inspector of School*, Ulla- 
para Circle, from 1st April, 1921, to 2nd Jauuary, 
1922, at Kh. 105 a month ... 

a 

267 * 

870 

Maulvi Reazuddin Blmya, Sub-Inspector of School*, 
Ullapara Circle, from 3rd January, 1922, to 3 1st 
March, 1922, at Km. 85 a month 

1 10 

170 

Shahtadpur Circle. 



Maulvi Zainal Abedin, Huh- Inspector of School*, Shah- 
zadpur Circle ... 

269 

760 

1920-21. 



Derm* Inspectors. 



Maulvi Muhammad Nabi Baksh, District Deputy lo- 
*j>ector of Schools, Pabna ... ... 

730 

1,682 

Maulvi Aftaluiddiu Ahmed, Deputy Inspector of 
Schools, Sirajganj, from 1st April, 1920, to 1 8th 
Sep tender, 1920 

361 

1,200 

Babu Jogendra Natli Jha, Officiating Deputy Insp<‘ctor 
of Schools, Sirajganj. from 28th September 1920, to 
11th March, 1921, a^R*. 100 a month 

286 

546 

Babu Jojneswur ChakraVarty, Officiating Deputy In- 
spector of School*, Sirajganj, from 1 2th March, 1921, 
to 31 at March, 1921, at its. 150 a month 


97 


Sub -Inspectors. 
Sadar Circle. 


Moulvi Ahad Ali Khan, Officiating Sub-Inspector of 
School*, Pabna, froui 1st April to 30th June, 1920, at 
R*. 50 a month 

Babu Nanda Dulal Saha, Sub-lnapectoi 1 of Schools, 
Pabna, from l«t July to 10th August, 1920, at i.a. 100 
a mouth 

Maulvi Maisuddin Ahmed, Sub-Inspector of Schools, 
Pabna, from 1 9th October, 1920, to 3 1st March 1921 


31 

13 


168 

132 


87 


442 
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QUESTIONS. 

PAB.VA DISTRICT— cwilrf. 


«1 


Tatal em(o« 



Tnmlltuf tMtd 
lAitina 
•Jktwaiwa, 

aeeoant at 
uliri p*r 
aanuts tar 
«h-ti port 

Sr b- 1 NspumiRH— ro#fW. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

PuLti ('ircte. 



Mauivi K horsed Alttued, Sub- Inspector of Schools, 
Dulai Circle, from Ut April to 15th Demultcr, 1020, 
ami again from l6t!i February to 31 at March, 1021 

180 

750 

Mauivi fluff/, oddin Ahmed, Officiating Sub* In specter of 
School*, Dulai Circle, from 16th Decemlxir, 1020, to 
15th February, 1021, at Ra. 50 a month ... 

b 

103 

Sirajganj Circle 



Balm Kedur \ T uth Sarkar, 8ul>* Inspector of Schools, 
Sirajgarij, from l*t April t<» 2otn Juno, 1020 

150 

260 

Babu St i bud h Chandra Bom?, OrtHuting Sub Inspector 
of Schools, Sirajganj, from 6th July 19*20, to 31«t 
March, 1921, at R*. 50 a mouth ... ... 

lf.l 

392 

ShahzaHjmr Circle 



Mauivi Belaluddin Ahmed. Snb Inspector of School*, 
Shahaadpur Circle, from lm April to 30th June, 1020 

90 

240 

Mauivi Zuina! Abedm, Sub- 1 importer of School*, Shalt* 
zadptir, from 10th January to 31»t Murth, 1921, at 
R«. 50 a mouth 

34 

71 


C UajKira Circle . 

Maulyi Zaimil Ahedin, Sub- Inspector «>f School*, Ulln- 

ptra ... ... ... ... 200 000 


1010-20. 

Dipijtv Inspbciork. 


Mauivi Mahainmad Nabi Buknh, District Deputy ln- 
apector of ScIiooIh, 1'abna ... 

Mauivi Aftabuddin Ahmed, Deputy Inspector of 

KH0 

1,358 

Hchoola, Sirajganj 

748 

900 

SPB-I.NflPICTOttB. 



8adar CircU. 



Habu Nanda # Dulai Saha, Sub* Inspector of Schools, 
Pabua, from 1st April, 1919, to 29th February, 1920 
Mauivi Muhammad A had Ah Khan, Officiating Sub. 

S76 

1,033 

Inspector of Schoola, from 29th February to Slit 
March, 1920, at Ra. 50 a mouth 


52 
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Travelling * 
haJilug 

aitowaoct. 

8 V B- 1 1T8FECTOB8— COnCld. 

Re 

Dulai Circle. 

Maulvi Baitiruildiri Ahrned, Officiating Sub-Jnspector 

of Schools, Dulai Circle, from let to 3rd April, 1919, 
at R*j. 50 a month ... ... ... ... * 

Maulvi Khorshod Ahmed, Sub-Inspector of School*, 

Dulai Circle, from 25th April, 1919, to '3 lit March 

1920 ... ... ... ... 285 


Sirajganj Cifde. 

Bahu Kedar Nath Sarkar, Sub- Inspector of Schools, 

Sirajganj ... ... ... ... 344 

t 

Shahaadpur Circle. 

Maulvi Belaluddin Ahmed, Sub-Inspector of Schools, 
Bhahzadpur. from lat April to 22nd July, 1919, and 
again from 8th September, 1 9 1 9, to Slat March, 1920 211 

Maulvi Taeiruddin Ahmed, officiating Sub-Inspedor of 
School*, Shahaadpur Circle, from 26th July to 7th 
September, 1919, at Ra. 50 a month ... ... 12 


Ullapara Circle. 

Maulvi Zainal Abedin, Sub-Inapector of Schools, 

Ullapara Circle ^ ... ... ... 203 


1918-19. 

Deputy Inspectors. 

Maulvi Muhammad Nahi Bakih, District Deputy In- 
spector of Schools, Pabna ... ... 745 


, Sirajganj Subdicition. 

Babu Chuni Lai Kundu, Officiating Deputy Inspector 
of 8chnols, Sirajganj, from lat April to 22nd April, 

1918 at R«. 60 a month ... ... ... 32 

Maulvi Aftabuddio Ahmed, Deputy Inspector of 
8chools, Sirajganj, from 23rd April, 1918, to 3lat 
March, 1919 ... .. ... ... 660 


[20th Nov. 

Total cost on 
account of 
■alary par 
aonarn for 
each post. 

Rs. 

50 

734 

720 

578 

71 

800 

1,200 

44 


900 
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Total o<«t os 
1 r* Tailing m> 4 Momiat of 

h*luog Mlargpar 

oUowmkm. auauw far 

>*afe post. 


Sub- Inspectors. 


• 


Rs. 

Ra. 

Sadar CircU . 



Babu Narnia Dulai Saba, Sub Inspector of Schools, 
I'abna Sad^, from 1st April, 1918, to Slat March, 
1919 

209 

900 

Du la* Circle. 



Maulvi Khorshed Ahmed, 8ub-In«pector of Schools, 
Dulai Circle, from lat April, 191M, to 1 5th June, 19 18 

no 

210 

Maulvi Reazuddiu Bhuya, Officiating Sub* Inspector of 
Schools, Dulai Circle, f oin 16tb June, 1918, to 8th 
February. 1919, at Its. 50 a month 

260 « 

351 

Maulvi Basiruddin Ahmed, Officiating Sub* Inspector 
of Schools. Dulai Circle, from 9th February, 1919, to 
Slat March, 1919, at 1U. 50 a month ... ... 

Nil. 

32 

Sirajgjnj Circle , 



Babu Kedar Nath Sarkar, Officiating Sub Inspector of 
Schools, Sirajganj from 1 h t April, UC8, to 9 lat 
March, 1919, at Ha. 50 a month 

303 

800 

Shahtedyur Circle. 



Babu Sureudra Nath Daa, Officiating Sub* Ini* pec tor of 
Schools, Shahaadpur, from 1st April, 1918, to 16th 
May, 1918, at Rs. 50 a month 

10 

126 

Maulvi Syed Akbar Ali, Sub* Inspector of Schools, 
Shahaadpur, from 1 7 th May, 1918, to 16th February, 
1919 

240 

450 

Maulvi Belaluddin Ahmod, Suo-Inspector of Schools, 
Shah tad pur, from 25th February, 1919, to 31st 
March, 1919, at Rs. 60 a month 

Nil 

26 


\ 

V llapara CircU. 

Maulvi Muhammad Zainal Abedio, Sub- 1 aspect or of 
Schools, U 11a par a, from lat April, 1918, to Slat March, 
1919 


150 


790 
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Waiting rooms for femalos at stations on the Sara-Sira|ganJ 
railway line. 

20. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway Branch) 
be pleaded to state whether he is aware that there is inconvenience felt by 
the public owing to there l>eing no waiting room for females at any 
of the stations on the Kara-Sirnjganj railway line? 

(h) Will the linn’ hie the Minister lx* pleased to state the names of 
the stations on the said railway line which are not prowded with wait- 
ing. rooms for females? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into the matter and of asking the authorities of the said 
railway line to take early stejw to construct waiting rooms for females 
at the stations where there are none at present? 


Mr. C. C. DEY: (a) The alleged inconvenience has not come to 
the notice of Government. 

(h) It has been ascertained from the Eastern Bengal Railway 
administration that the following stations have not been provided with 
waiting rooms for ladies: — 


(1) Mooladali. 

(2) Dhanbila. 

(d) Gooakhora. 

(4) Saratnugur. 

(5) Dilposhar. 

(Ci) Euhiri Mohan pur. 
(7) Mahisbakhola. 


(8) Salop. 

(ft) Jamtoil. 

(10) Knlia TTaripur. 

(11) Sirnjganj Main. 

(12) Sirajganj Hazai . 
(Id) Sirajganj Court. 
(14) Sirajganj Ghat. 


There are waiting rooms for ladies at Chatmohor, Bhangoora and 
TTllapnrti stations. Estimates nrr under preparation tor providing 
■waiting rooms for ladies at Gooakhora and Jamtoil stations. 


(c) Government do not propose to institute any inquiry, but the 
attention of the Railway authorities will be drawn to the subject matter 
of (he question. 


Sont-hire for servioe of prooosses of Civil Courts in Chittagong 
Division. 

21. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleaaed to lay on the 
table a statement showing the amount realiied and the amount 
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actually spent annually, for the last five years, in the districts of the 
(Jhittagong Division, to meet the expenses of boat-hire, for service of 
processes of the Civil Courts? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
boat is used for service of processes within the municipal area of the 
headquarters of the subdivisions of the districts in the said division? 

( c ) If not, will the Hou’ble the Member be pleased to state why 
boat-hire realizations are made in regard to the service of processes in 
the municipal area referred to in (h) ? 


The Honfble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) A statement is laid on the 
Library table. 

(b) Yes; boats are sometimes used for the service of processes in 
gome parts of the tuunii'ijftil area of the Urahmanbaria and Clmndpur 
subdivisions of the Tippera district. 

( c ) The question does not arise. 


Health of residents in Pabna district 

22. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Detriment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state how many jnersons died of — 

(i) cholera, 

(if) malaria, 

(iff) influenza, aud 
( tv ) small-pox, 

in the district of Pabna during the last three years? 

(b) Have any anti-malarial operations been commenced in the Pabna 
district? 

(c) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to state the nature of these operations ami the results achieved 

so far? 

(d) If the answer to (b) above is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not commencing these 
operations ? 

(e) Is the llon’ble the Minister aware that Pabna is one of the most 
malaria-infected districts in the Province? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Minister proposing to take early steps to 
commence anti-malarial operations in the district of Pabna? 



66 QUESTIONS* [20th Nov. 

(g) Is it a fact that the population of the Pabna district ha a decreased 
during the last census? 

(h) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble the Minister 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement under the following heads 

(i) total population of the district and in the Sadar and Ser&jganj 

subdivisions, respectively, and also in the police-stations in 
the district ; and 

(ii) number of males and females, respectively, and birth and death 

rates in the years 1911 and 1921 ? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) The required statistics are supplied as far 
as available in Ithe subjoined statement: — 

(i) Cholera: 1919-4,370; 1920—1,893; 1921—4,410. 

(ii) Malaria: 1919 — Not avalaible; 1920 — Not available; 1921 — 

35,861. 

(Hi) Influenza: 1919 — Not available; 1920 — -Not available; 1921 — 
72. 

(tv) Small-pox : 1919—2,602; 1920—881; 1921-44. 

In the absence of separate statistics for malaria and influenza for the 
years 1919 and 1920, the rented numbers of people who died of fever 
and respiratory disease's are given" to supplement the statement above: — 

Fever: 1919—42,196; 1920—36,887. 

Respiratory Diseases: 1919 — 191; 1920 — 198. 

(b) No. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(d) and (/) The jvhole subject will be examined systematically by 
the new Malaria Branch which is under formation. Action will be 
taken on receipt of its proposals. 

(e) Among the eight districts of Northern Bengal (Rajshahi, 
Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling, Rangpur, Bogra, Pabna, Malda), 
Pabna ranks fourth in respect of relative intensity of prevalence of 
malaria. It stands thirteenth in the whole Presidency of twenty-six 
districts. 

(g) According to the last census, the population of the Pabna 
district has decreased during the last decennium from 1,428,586 to 
1,389,494, 

(h) The required statistics are given below: — 

(t) Total population of whole district — 1,389,494. 

Total population of Sadar subdivision— 656,834. 
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Total population of Sirajganj subdiviaon — 832,660. 
Total population of police-stations — 1,344,633. 


(«) (a) Male population of district : 1911 — 7231,691; 1921v— 

706,702. 

(b) Female population of district: 1911 — 704,995; 1921 — - 

682,792. 

(c) Birth rate of district: 1911 — 33-2; 1921 — 24*5. 

(d) Death rate of district: 1911 — 24*7; 1921 — 30*8. 


KalMur in Pabna. 

23. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs (a) Will the Hon’bl* the 
Minister in charge of the Department of lineal Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that many cases of kala-asar have 
occurred in the Pabna district during the last 3 years? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to state— 

(i) the number of kala-nxar cases that occurred within the limit* 

of Pabna and Sirajganj municipalities and Sodar and Sirnj- 
ganj local boards, respectively, during the years 1919, 1920, 
1921 and 1922 (till 30th June) ; and 

(ii) the statistic* of mortality in each of these years within those 

localities P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate action to investigate the cause of the prevalence of kala-axar 
in the district of Pabna and adopt effective steps to check its further 
spread in the district? 


Mr. $• W. COODES (a) There is no accurate information regarding 
kala-axar in the Pabna district. Cases have been admitted for treat- 
ment at certain dispensaries, but the number is very small. 

(b) (i) This information is not available. 

(ii) Statistics of mortality in Pabna and Sirajganj towns and sub- 
divisions are attached. 

• 

<r) The kala-axar inquiry now proceeding will be extended to 
Pabna district in due course. Twelve out of 26 districts have already 
been surveyed. 
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Statement refer) ed to in the reply to unstarred question No. Si ( b ) (*»), 
showing the statistics of mortality in Pabna and Sirajganj towns. 



P»bo» 

town. 

SirAjffaaj 

town. 

ffedar flub- 
dirktoo. 

01 raj fan j 
Sabdlrkknia 


r 

1919 

13 

46 

1,974 

2,337 


1 

1920 

22 

17 

989 

865 

Cholera ... 

■< 

1921 

13 

61 

7,021 

3,315 



1922 

1 

4 

nil 

133 



'1919 

16 

19 

1,367 

1,201 



1920 

9 

41 

499 

332 

Small-pox 

" i 

19*21 

... 

1 

17 

26 



1922 

... 

3 

2 

3 



'1919 

126 

199 

18,679 

23,193 



1920 

134 

805 

17,186 

18,762 

Fever ... 


1921 

146 

538 

17,413 

17,867 



.1922 

59 

118 

6,1 S 9 

6,853 



1919 

189 

114 

987 

1,099 



1920 

87 

212 

1,186 

1,241 

All other cauaen 


1 1921 

101 

291 

| 923 

996 



1 

11922 

26 

58 

I G82 

i 

844 


4 

1 1919 

342 

378 

| 23,007 

27,830 



1 1920 

262 

1,075 

; 19,860 

21,200 

Total Mortality 


< 

1 1921 

259 

891 

! 1 9,374 

22,204 



1 

1 1922 

85 

183 

' 6,994 

7,833 


Not*.— F or tha jrwn ins, tb« *UtlsUa* ore flrao ap to 10th Jnoa, 


Representation of poliot-stations on district boards. 

24. SHAH 8YED EMOAOUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon'ble the Minis* 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that 
many elected members of the local boards returned from many police- 
stations find it impossible to get elected to the district boards and hence 
their constituencies are unrepresented on those boards? 



QUESTIONS. 



69 


' . (6) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
the system prevailing in the Legislatures whereby a person cannot be 
a member of two Legislatures at the same time? 

(c) What other steps are the Government taking to secure the due 
representation of police-stations on district boards? 


Mr. S. W. GOODE: (a) Yes. 

( b ) Government will consider the question of modifying the present 
system of indirect election from the local board to the district board 
in amending the. Local Self-Government Act. 

(c) The ordinary unit for local boards is the subdivision and Gov- 
ernment are*not prepared to adopt the police-station as the local board 
unit. 


Admission of visitors to tto sittings of tool bodies. 

25. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the Hui.’ble the 
Minister in clmige of the Department of the Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether visitors are allowed to attend the sittings of 
the union, local and district boards and the municipal commissioners? 

{b) Is there any objection to allowing visitors to attend the meet- 
ings of the local bodies referred to in (a) aliovo? If so, will tlie 
Hon’Me the Minister be pleased to state the authority or authorities 
under which such attendance can lie objected to? 

(c) If the answer to (tt) above, is in the negative, will the ITon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are consider- 
ing the desirability of issuing early instructions to all the local bodies 
in the Presidency directing them to issue admission tickets to the 
visitors to the sitting** of the local lsxlies on the same lines ns in the 
case of the visitors to the sittings of the Bengal Legislative Council? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking all 
the statutory local bodies in the Presidency to get their proceedings 
published ns in the case of the Bengal legislative Council? 

Mr. t. W. GOODE* (a) Government have no information on the 
subject. 

(b) There is no definite rule of business barring the public from 
attending meetings of the local bodies referred to al>ove. The pro- 
perty of these local bodies being vested in the members of different 
boards for the time being, is under their control, and if they consider 
that the public business may suffer by admitting the public to the office 
in which they ail, they are clearly entitled to exclude the public under 
thfir statutory authority. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

{&) No. 
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Establishment of a subdivision in Pabna district with headquarters 

at Bora. 

26. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to 
establish a subdivision in the Pabna district; and 
(h) whether it is a fact that Bera police-station is being selected 
as the headquarters of the said subdivision? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8tephenson): (i) and (if) The creation of a new sub- 
division in Pabna district with headquarters at Bera was recom- 
mended by the District Administration Committee. The proposal was 
examined and in 1918 public opinion was invited both on the necessity 
for a new subdivision and the location of its headquarters; but in view 
of the conflicting opinions received and the paucity of funds available 
for such projects, Government decided to defer a decision. , It is not 
proposed tore-o]>en the questum at present. 


Member of Bengal Legislative Council as a member or president 
of any. union board. 

27. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he pleased 
to state— 

(i) whether there is any member of the Bengal Legislative Coun- 
cil who is also a member or the president of any union 
board P 4 

(ii) If so, will he please give their names? 

Mr. 8. W. COODE* (?) ancl (it) Shah Syed Emdadul Haq is the 
only member of the legislative Council who is a member of a union 
board. He is also the president of that board. 


8tudents admitted into the Medical 8ohools and Colleges in Bengal. 

28. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(i) How many students ore admitted yearly into the Medical 
Schools and Colleges in Bengal P 
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[«) How many applied for admission in them and how many were 
admitted or refused in each of the Schools and Colleges in 
1921 P 

(tit) How many inhabitants of the Chittagong Division are prose- 
cuting their studies in them, and how many of them were 
admitted during the period 1920 — 22? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of establish- 
ing a Medical School at Chittagong P 

Mr. 8* W. GOODE: (a) u) The number of students admitted into the 
Medical Softools and Colleges is as follows : — Campbell Medical School; 
1920-21 — 127 ; 1921-22 — 102 ; 1922-23—208. Dacca Medical School: 
1920-21 — 133; 1921-22-149; 1922-2:1- 138, Uomddsluiy MtMlical 
School, Burdwan: 1920-21- Nil ; 1921-22-4 >3; 1922-23—71. Calcutta 
Medical College: 1920-21—170; 1921-22 -171;' 1922-23—190. 

Carmichael College; 1920-21-100; 1921-22—100; 1922-2:1—110. 

(it) Campbell Medical School; Number of applicants — 1,280; 
Numl)er admitted -102. Dacca Medical School : Number of applicants- 
568; Numlier admitted- 149. Bonnldshny Medical School: Numlier of 
applicants- 415 ; Number admitted- -53 Calcutta Medical (College; 
Number of applicants- -950; Number adntitte<l — 171 (excluding 25 
students selected b\ the Government of Bihar and Orissa, Assam and 
Burma and 4 female students). 

(in) Campbell Medical School: Number studying — 17; Nuinlier 
admitted- 9 (under the new rules inhabitants of Dacca nnd Chittagong 
aie not admitted from 1922). Dacca Medical School: Number study- 
ing — 105; Number admitted 70. Ronaldshav Medical School (Burd- 
. wan) : Number studying — Nil; Number admitted- -Nil. Calcutta Medi- 
cal College ; Number studying — 19; Number admitted — 13. Carmichael 
Medical College; Number studying — 17; Number admitted — 13. 

(b) The Minister in charge of the Medical Department has recog- 
nised the desirability of this projawal, but the state of the provincial 
finances renders it impossible at present to proceed with the scheme. 
The local officers have been asked to work out n detailed scheme. 

tabu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Is the Hon’ble the Minister 
awa^p that Hfr Excellency, during hi« recent ( *our at Chittagong 
and especially at Rajshahi, stated that Government would take the 
Chittagong medical school question first? 

# 

Mr. t. W. COODE: I must esk for a notice of thia question. 

6a 
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BafMi ANNADA CHABAH DUTTA: In view of the small num- 
ber of students from the Chittagong Division, will the Government 
take steps to keep open the Campbell Medical School for them and to 
allow the admission of a certain number of students from the Chittagong 
Division both in the Dacca and in the Calcutta medical schools? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I must ask for a notice of this question 
also. 


Old papers in connection with Muhammadan Marriages and 
Divorces Registration. 

20. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Dou ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay copies 
of the following on the table : — 

(i) the report made by the District and Sessions Judge of Bakar- 
ganj about the importance of Muhammadan Marriages and 
Divorces Registration in 1903; 

(ti) the report of Major Kennedy, Inspector-General of Registra- 
tion, made on the occasion of the allegation against the 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrar in the Faridpur district 
in 1 90G ; 

(in) the remark on behalf of the Government passes! in 1907 on the 
occasion, in agreement with the opinion of the said Insj>ec- 
tor-General ; 

(iv) the report of the Commissioner of the Dacca Division in 1872 

in accordance with the order of the Bengal Government in * 
1871; 

(v) the resolution of the Government of the 17th September, 1880, 

with the report of Nawab Abdul Latif on the 8th May, 1880; 

(vi) the resolution of the Government on the 25th July, 1882; 

( ni ) the report of the Committee in accordance with the said reso- 
* Jution; and 

(viii) the application of the Marriage Registrar of Narayanganj in 
1889 with the recommendation of Mr. Holm Wood? * ♦ 


Tilt Hon* We Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) to (tr) Government are not 
prepared to lay this official correspondence on the table. 

(r) to (ni) One copy of each of these is laid ou the Library table. 
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Government are not prepared to lay this official correspond- 
ence on the table. 


Caloutta Police Rite Committee Report, 

30. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHAR4I: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Depart incut be pleased to state 
whether Government have come to any decision as to wlmt action 
should be taken on the report of the Police Rate Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : Government have not 
yet come to a decision in regard to the report of the Calcutta Police 
Rate Committee. 


Namasudra students in sohools in Faridpur. 

31. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Dejnirtment of Education be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(t) the n uml»er of Middle English, Upper Primary and Lower 
Primary School* in the district of Earidpur; 

(ii) the total number of Namasudra students in the district, and 
the numlter of such students in cadi of those schools; 

(m) which of these schools are managed mainly by the Namasudra*, 
with or without giants-in-aid from the Government and the 
District Board ; and 

(iv) the amount of monthly grants received hy each Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER. (i) to (iv) A statement is laid 
qh the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. Si , showing 
the particulars of the schools attended hy Namasudra pupils in the 
district of Fandpur. 



Boy*. 

Girl*. 

(») Number of Middle English Schools 

71 

2 

Number of Upper Priroar) Schools 

77 

2 

Number of Lower Primary Schools , 

... 1,430 

807 
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Boy*. 

Girl*. 

(»») The total number of Namaaudra students in 
tire district 

9,888 

2,u52 =» 11,940 • 

Number of such students in each of these 
senools — 



Middle Knglish Schools ... 

321 


Upper Primary Schools 

291 


Lower Primary Schools ... 

10,870 



11,482 



(lit) Schools managed mainly by the Namasudras with or without grant-in-aid 
from the Government and the District Board — 


A ided Middle Englith Schools. 


(1) Char Nasirpur. 

(2) Nilertek. 

(3) Ooalgram. 

(4) Kalinagorc. 


(6) Char Manair. 

(6) Kischintapur. 

(7) Sat[)ar. 

(HI Gohala. 


Unaided Middle English Schools 

(1) Narail. (4) Boltali. 

(2) Ulmnapara. (5) Kumaria. 

(3) Rahuthar. 

(Upper Primary and Lower Primary School* are shown separately, vide pp, 37-46.) 
(ie) Amount of monthly grant received by each — 

Middle English Schools. 

(1) Char Nasirpur 

(2) Nilertek , 

(3) Ooalgram 

(4) Kalinagorc 

(5) Char Manair 

(6) Nisehintapur 

(7) Satpar 

(8) Gohala 

(Upper Prtmary and Lower Primary Schools are shown separately, vide pp. 75-84)i 

* Excluding the pupil* of high stage, special school*, and private institution* who an that 
clanifled- 


Riga stage 

... 116 

Special school* 

41 

Privata institution* 

96 

Total 

... 464 

G rand Tout 

... 11,940 




Rs. 

60 per monsem from Government, 

M , 


30 

26 

60 

30 

20 

45 


District Board. 

Government. 
District Board. 
♦* 

Government. 



$•*■1 QUESTIONS. T5 

Particular t o f Upper Primary atid Lower Primary Schools attended by 
Kamatudra pupils. 


1* 1 

(MO Brboob Dtu|n) mtlnlv by thr 
NuaHudru with or without 
ftwol-tu-nld. 

[ Cia« oT an boohs 

j 

MO A mount of 
muoihfjr front 
tv««iY«4 by mek> 


Aided Upper Primary Schools. 


| \i*. 

a. r. 

1 

Char Jhawkanda 

Upper Primary 

u 

0 0 

2 

Gournadi ... 

Ditto 

3 

4 0 

S 

Bahu^ram ... 

Ditto 

2 

8 0 

4 

Dhongi Kandi 

Ditto 

6 

0 0 

& 

Bamandi 

Ditto 

8 

8 0 

6 

Sadhukhali ... ... 

Ditto 

8 

8 0 

7 

Mahamadpur 

Ditto 

10 

0 0 

8 

Deogram 

Ditto 

fi 

0 0 

9 

South Dighaiia ... ... j 

Hoard Pnmaru Schools for Boys . 

Ditto 

3 

0 0 

1 

Hajiganj Hat ... ... 1 

Board Cower Primary 

8 

0 0 

2 

Alinbad ... ... ... ; 

Ditto ... j 

8 

0 0 

3 

Bishorhai' ... ... 

Ditto .. | 

8 

0 0 

4 

Baghadia ... ... ... 

Ditto 

8 

0 1) 

5 

Dharendra ... ... ... , 

Ditto 

11 

0 0 

6 

Baaburia ... ... ... 1 

* i 

Ditto 

11 

0 0 

7 

Potia ... ... ... | 

Ditto 

13 

0 0 

8 

Jaugalia ... . . 

Ditto ... ' 

14 

0 0 

9 

Poranpur ... ... ... j 

Ditto ... J 

11 

0 0 

10 

Tilchhora ... . ... i 

i 

Ditto ... ’ 

11 

0 0 

11 

1 

Saflidanga ... ... ... t 

Ditto ... ; 

8 

0 0 

* 12 

Betburi 

Ditto 

8 

0 0 

13 

Falai # ... 

Ditto . . J 

8 

0 0 

14 

Stoga Andbarkota ... ... , 

Ditto ... 

11 

0 0 

Ifi 

f 

Bam Cbaodrapur 

Ditto 

8 

0 0 


76 


QUESTIONS, 


[20th Nov. 


Boris 

No. 

| (611) School* msoAfed nsinl/ by Mm 

Nsnuuudrs* with or withoat 
*fr»uWu*»W. 

GImh of ocbook. 

(<•) A moult of 
Booth)/ ftTMt 

raootved b/ oaeb. 


Aided Lower Primary Schoolt 
for Boy$. 


Ra. A. P. 

1 

Charniadhahia 

Lower Primary 

2 8 0 

2 

Koulipara ... 

Ditto 

2 6 0 

3 

Tarapur 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

4 

Shyampurtek 

Ditto 

• 2 8 0 

6 

Amirabad ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

0 

KhaMClj&r Narikelbari ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

7 

Maliar Char ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

8 

Char Mathabhanga ... ... 

Ditto 

2 8 r 0 

9 

Ohnr Jliaw Kanda 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

10 

Char BiithiiUpiir ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

11 

Kopalidangi ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

12 

Char Ajodya 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

13 

Banka Buderdungi ... ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

14 

Niachintapur 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

15 

Indulinti ... ... ... 

Ditto ... 

2 0 0 

16 

Acharpura ... 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

17 

Dwabaaar ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

18 

Bhennaharia ... ... i 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

19 

Ooptargati ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

20 

Baahudevpur 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

21 

Bania Chak ... 

l>itto 

1 0 0 

22 1 

Buaaur 

Ditto 

1 6 0 

23 ! 

Mahataii ... 

Ditto 

1 0 0 * 

, 24 1 

Oarni ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

25 1 

Majhigati watt 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

26 ; 

U ter par North 

Ditto 

1 8 0 



QUESTIONS. 


n 


tefel 

(<4«> Sobooto woM*d a-Jaly by U» 

Him— odna wiu» or »Ubocl 
tnoHiHkU. 

Cta— of KhM*k 

(w) Amoant o 1 
— KWtbfr (Mlli 
i rw—|**4 by **eb. 




Ra 

a. r. 

*7 

Jaterpar South 

Lower Primary 

1 

8 0 

28 

Naldaoga ... 

Ditto 

1 

0 0 

29 

Ghecbua 

Ditto 

1 

8 0 

SO 

Goalgram South 

Ditto 

1 

0 0 

81 

Boroibftita ... ... 

Ditto 

l 

8 0 

*2 

Kb agar dang a 

Ditto ... 

1 

0 0 

33 

Kaligramhat 

Ditto 

• 1 

8 0 

34 

Kunardilm ... 

Ditto 

2 

0 0 

35 

Kazipara ... ... 

Ditto 

1 

8 0 

36 

Kalinagar ... 

Ditto 

1 

8 0 

37 

Majhigati ... 

Ditto 

1 

0 0 

38 

Char Sainail ... 

Ditto 

2 

8 0 

39 

('bar (Wnria 

Ditto 

2 

8 0 

40 

Krndinanagur Mundabkmidi 

Ditto 

2 

8 0 

4t 

Hander khoU 

Ditto 

2 

8 0 

42 

Natapara ... ... 

Ditto 

8 

0 0 

43 

Orakandi ... ... 

Ditto 

10 

0 0 

44 

Arkaudi 

Ditto 

7 

0 0 

46 

Jtkabari 

Ditto 

2 

8 0 

46 

Ramdia 

Ditto 

4 

8 0 

47 

Purba Narail 

Ditto 

4 

0 0 

48 

Saltarku! ... ... 

Ditto 

• 2 

0 0 

49 

Purba Dewaaar 

Ditto 

4 

0 0 

*0 

Dbalgram ... 

Ditto 

4 

0 0 

61 

Dighargati 

Ditto 

4 

8 0 

62 

Dhopara ... 

Ditto 

2 

0 0 

68 

Nraamkandi .n 

Ditto ... i 

. L 

2 

8 0 



78 


QUESTIONS. 


[20th Nov, 


ferlftl 

Mo. 

] (Hi) fichook niftQsffed mainly by th« 

; Natwundrai with or witJrout 

Krmnt-lu-ald. 

C1«4R of achook. 

(it) A mount o < 
month!) ft. ant 
receive j by each. 

- 




| 

l 

R«. A. P. 

54 

Taltola 

... 

j Lower Primary 

2 0 0 

55 

Hnipara 


1 

i Ditto * ... 

1 

4 0 0 

56 

Chapkhanda 

... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

57 

Mora 


Ditto 

4 8 0 

68 

Haurkandi ... ... 

... 

Ditto 

o 

o 

N 

69 

Kor.Ji 


Ditto 

2 8 3 

60 

Charkalkini 


Ditto 

9 0 0 

61 

N (diagram ... ... 

... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

62 

WoHt Jn/.ira 


Ditto 

2 0 0 

63 

Baginara 


Ditto 

2 0 0 

64 

Sandbar 


Ditto 

2 0 0 

65 

Sankur 


Ditto 

6 0 0 

66 

Kariin tola 


Ditto 

6 o 0 

67 

Madia a Kuinjanpnr 

... 

Ditto 

110 0 

68 

( *lmr Sirkainli ... 


Ditto 

5 0 f) 

69 

Char Futn Bahadar 


Ditto 

16 0 0 

70 

Wuaetnagar Binghari ... 

... 

Ditto 

6 0 0 

71 

Jorgaon 

.. 

Ditto 

5 0 0 

72 

Dhurki Kandi 


Ditto 

4 0 0 

73 

Char Chachnr Mouda) Kandi 


Ditto 

2 8 0 

74 

Silerohar 

... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

75 

Clwmraahi ... 


Ditto 

9 0 0 

76 

Kill hart ... 


Ditto 

2 4 0 

77 

Kadamhari 


Ditto _ 

7 4 b 

78 

1 

Bar&khola ... 


Ditto f ... 

8 0 0 

79 1 

t 

Bonlgram ... 


Ditto 

2 8 0 

80 Pakraia 

i 

i 


Ditto 

. 

8 0 0 


1 


QUESTIONS, 


m.] 


T9 


ferial 

(Hi) Sc book oMimrod mMilf bjr U* 
NamMudnu with or wttbouk 
fraai'lo-oid. 

CUm at acboola. 

1 

«r) Amount of 
monthly |n«t 
rrcwirw) by c*oh 

81 

Char Sariatabad ... 

Lower Primary 

It*, a. r. 

2 0 0 

82 

Chouribari ... 

Ditto 

7 0 0 

83 

Mahiahmari ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

84 

Ullabari ... 

LHtto 

2 0 0 

85 

• 

Ghonarpara 

Ditto 

1 8 0 9 

86 

Girianairar 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

87 

Char Manikdaha 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

88 

Kararptti ... 

Dill.. 

1 0 0 

89 

llaridaapur ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

90 

KuHiitirchar 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

91 

Char Baahunia 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

9:> 

Chingair ... ... ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

93 

Bajunia 

Ditto 

l 8 0 

94 

! North i.a^hunaihpur 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

95 

| Guadona 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

i 

96 | Mitradan^ar 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

97, 

Joaria ... ... ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

98 

Banyahari ... ... ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

99 

ChhoU Domraaar 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

100 

MoIUkatidi 

Ditto 

3 0 0 

101 

Rantkhammr 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

102 

East Nizra ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

103 

Narikelbari ... 

IHtto 

1 8 0 

*104 

Aadliarkota ... 

Ditto 

►i 

O 

O 

106 

IclibhiU «... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

106 

KalibbiU ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 


Tbr w—UU y «rw* r m iod m rtwwa ud»d« Dmrtwr fTMi. 




80 


QUESTIONS. 


[20th Not, 


BerUl 

Ho. 

(Ut) Sc boo U mainly by tb« 

NiniMudru with or without 
f rent-i n-*ld , 

Cbm of achooU. 

Amount of 
monthly grant 
rood rod by aaefc. 

107 

East Satpar ... 

Lower Primary ... 

R». a. r. 

2 0 0 

108 

South Satpar 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

109 

West Satpar ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

110 

Jbutaruandra 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

111 

Patiktdbari ... ... 

Ditto 

2 8 0 

112 

Gandiaaur ... ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

113 

Krishnapura ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

114 

Khaliagur ... ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 

115 

Mabbaror Char 

Ditto 

2,00 

116 

Kandapara .. ... ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

117 

Old Tarahuiiia ... 

Ditto 

3 8 0 

1 

bnaided Lower Primary School g 
for Boy$. 

Sarnakandi ... ... ... 

Lower Primary 


2 

IWrudiu 

Ditto 


3 

ttuutipara ... ... 

- Ditto 


4 

Horina 

Ditto 


5 

« 

Betgram ... ... ... , 

Ditto 


6 

Mukundapatti ... ... 

Ditto M . 


l 

JangaJ ... ... ... 

Ditto 


8 

KaJagachhi ... 

Ditto 


9 

Pjialipara ... 

Ditto 


10 

8hidhlajuri ... 

Ditto 


11 

Bhadulia ... ... ... 

Ditto 


12 

j Haridaapur ... 

Ditto 


13 

Haturia ... . u 

i 

Ditto 


14 

! Sutalia 

Ditto 







QUESTIONS, 


81 


Pwtal 

a#. 

UK) Schaok aui&iy by U» 

N*m**x)r*» wub or vIUmmU 
granV>t&>aid. 

O— at aobaak. 

(la) i«m«i at 
m aethty *t«at 
raoKrwl by mob. 

15 

Sadhahati ... 

Lower Primary 

Ha, A. f. 

16 

Outjuga 

Ditto 


17 

Siabhanga ... 

Ditto 


18 

North Char Airkamli 

Ditto 


19 

Jazira* 

Ditto 



20 

Badurpur ... 

Ditto 


21 

Char Khoajpur ... 

Ditto 

1- 

22 

Dakahin Khalia 

Ditto 


23 

Hossainpur ... 

Ditto 

...... 

24 

South Kaghunnthpur 

Ditto 


25 

Kandi 

Ditto 



26 

Kaat Kotalia 

Ditto 

...... 

27 

| Madarburi ... 

Ditto 


28 

S 

1 West Karpara ... ... 1 

1 

Ditto 

i * “ 

29 

1 Gopalpur 

Ditto 

1 

i 

30 

j (Jopinathpur Mandal 

Ditto 


31 

) Lalenga Hindu 

Ditto 


32 

| Hizalbari 

Ditto 

..... 

33 

J Kalahari 

Ditto 


34 

1 

j Palatooa ... 

Ditto 


36 

; 

East Bhuterhari 

Ditto 


36 

Joperarkandi 

Ditto 


87 ! 

c 

| 

1 

m 

Cm 

Ditto 


• 

i 

1 

Aided Lmecr Primary Schools fur 
GirU. 

Niiertok .. 

Lower Primary 

2 0 0 

S 

C'harrnanair ... 

Ditto 

1 8 0 


82 


QUESTIONS. 


[20th Nov. 


ferial 

No. 

(W) Bcboole msaaff<-d mainly by the 
Neraaeudree with or without 
#r*nt- lb-eld. 

OlMiof acbooto. 

(<v) Anoonlof 
monthly gnat 
received by each. 






Ra. A. P. 

' 3 

Char Mathabhanga 

... 

Lower Primary 

... 

1 0 0 

4 

Ilauka Sardarddan-i ... 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 0 0 

5 

Char Natokliola 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 o 0 

6 

Khaschar NarikeIWi 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 8 0 

7 

Nimdiintapur 

• •• 

Ditto 


1 8 0 

8 

Jalipar South 


Ditto 


1 8 B 

9 

HadhuWiali ... 


Ditto 


1 0 0 

10 

Orakaudi 


Ditto 


7 0 (1 

11 

Hethuri 


Ditto 


2 0 0 

12 

Kumdia 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

13 

Dhirail 

... 

Ditto 


1 0 0 

14 

Haridaspur ... 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

15 

Bhadulia ... ... 


Ditto 

... 

3 0 0 

16 

Jotkura 

## * 

Ditto 


4 0 0 

17 

Padmabila ... 


Ditto 


2 0 0 

18 

Narail West 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

19 

Dewanor Purba 


Ditto 


1 8 0 

20 

Kumaria ... * ... 

... 

Ditto 


2 8 0 

21 

Sutalia 


Ditto 


4 0 0 

22 

Mora 

... 

DittQ 


1 0 0 

23 

Kadanibari ... 


Ditto 


3 0 0 

24* 

Borashi ... 

... 

Ditto 


1 0 0 

25 

Haridaapur ... ... 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 0 0 

26 

Khagail 


Ditto 

... 

1 8 0 

27 

Mollakaodi ... ... 

... 

Ditto 


2 8 0 

28 

Rat Khamar 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 0 0 

29 

Kriahuapura 

... 

Ditto 

... 

1 0 o 


QUESTIONS. 


8S 


K ' * 

' m- 

(tit) School* m*n***4 owinljr by lb« * j 

KantioudrtM with or without 

gr*tjH»-*td. f 

Hw of wbootk. 

(tr) Amount of 
mootiiir front 
rocoirod bj oncii. 

30 

i 

1 

Gandiagar ... 

Lower Primary 

Ua. A. P. 

1 0 0 

81 

Patkelbari ... ... ... 

Ditto 

2 0 0 

32 

Kant Satpar... 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

33 

Went Sat par 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

34 

South 4ftat par 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

35 

Oara Domarpar 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

36 

Char Mad by a pur 

Ditto 

1 »> 0 

37 

Atmiria 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

3 H 

BagarutUpur Chah 

Ditto 

1 (» 0 

39 

Kant Maudara 

Ditto 

1 0 0 

40 

Uiriemagar ... ... 

Ditto 

1 l) 0 


Unaided Lower Primary School* i 
for Gtrl * 

Bunhuria 

1 

Lower Primary 

i 

2 

| Ilarina 

Ditto 

i 

I 

1 

3 

| 

| StiaHtir 

Ditto 

i 

J 

4 

; Haturia ... ... 

t 

Ditto 


5 

i 

! Dari Padmabila ... ... 

Ditto 

{ 

6 

j Shaflidanga 

Ditto 

i 

i 

i 

7 

Nizam kandi 

Ditto 

i 

j 

8 

Taltola 

Ditto 

! 

9 

Siabhanga ... ... 

Ditto 

i 

10 

Saaikar 

Ditto 

i 

i 

* n 

1 Bagiuara 

Ditto 


12 

North Char Airaaudi 

Ditto 


18 

1 * 

Stlachar Maudai ... ... 

Ditto 


1« 

Cbouraabi ... 

Ditto 



i 


84 QUESTIONS. [20th Not* 


ferial 

No. 

(Hi) 8c boo to managed mainly by tba 
Namaaodra. with or without 
grant In-aid. 

ClaM of achooto. 

(fa) Amoootof 
monthly graat 
rood rad by aacta. 

I 

' 16 

Boulgram ... 

Lower Primary 

Ha. a. r. 

16 

Ful ban 

Ditto 


17 

Thuntamandra ... 

Ditto 


18 

Narikdbari ... 

Ditto 


19 

Baaharift ... ... ... j 

Ditto 


20 

Dnlgram ... ... ... 1 

1 

Ditto 



21 

1 

Palnair ... ... ... 

Ditto 


22 

Haipaaha 

Ditto 


23 

Chhota Domeaahpur 

Ditto 



Subordinate Educational Servioe. 

32. Rti PYARI LAL D088 Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleaded to state 
the number bf representations, memorials, etc., submitted by the follow* 
ing classes of officers to the Director of Public Instruction and the 
Hon’ble the Minister regarding the recent reorganization : — 

(t) Lecturers and Demonstrators; 

(u) Assistant Headmasters, etc. ; 

(tit) Subdivisional lngpectors, etc.; 

(ir) English Teachers, etc. ; 

(v) Sub-Inspectors; 

(vi) Teachers of the Dacca School of Engineering; 

(vtt) Senior Classical Teachers, etc. ; 

(v Hi) Junior Classical Teachers, etc. ; 

(t>) Vernacular Masters of Middle English, Guru-training . and 
' ^ Circle Schools ; 

(*) Drill Masters; and 
(.ri) Drawing Masters? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the number 
of representations, memorials, etc., received by him on the subject of 
the recent reorganization on or before the 11th June, 1922? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how many of 
the applications mentioned in (<*) and (b) have been considered and 
disposed of? 

\ 


J* 2 -} QUESTI0N8. U 

Tto H«Hbto Mr. P. C. MITTKRt (a) snd (6) The following table 
■hows the number of memorials received from different classes of officers 
since the issue of Resolution No. 464-Edn., dated the 3rd March, 1922, 
regarding the reorganisation of the Subordinate Educational Service — 


I ' | 

j R*cwlr*d by ; Hwcwirwd by 
(lover undent on ; (1 oitranst)' 
w brfwv the between JHh 

llth June. ; June. im. end 
»W. Hat July. itrt. 


Received by 

Director of 

iNtblle ItMlrtic* 

W«« tip U» | let 

J«ty. 1M1. 


(i) Lecturer* and Demonstrator* 
(o) Assistant Headmaster*, etc. 
(•**) Subdi visional I nspeetora, etc. 


(ir) Knglinh Teachers, etc. 


Ml 


UK) 


(r) Sub-Inspectors ... ... J 26 

(ri) Teachers of tin? Dacca School of 1 
Engineering. j 

(rii) Senior Claartica] Teacher*, etc. ... 1 2 

(Wi*) Junior Classical Teacher*, etc. ... 3 » 

| 

(»>) Vernacular Ma*tor* of Middle , r >g ! 

English, Guru-training and 
Ciicle Schoolg, j 


j 4a 

i 

i a 

1 j 61 

! 2a 

9 j «•; 


(r) Drill ... ... I 

(xi) Drawing Masters ... ... I 


(c) It is not projKmcd to reconsider the general orders already i«aued 
in respect of the reorganization of the Subordinate Educational Service, 
but individual awes will always he considered and up till now revised 
orders have l**en issued in rcnjieet of If) officers by the Director of 
Public Instruction. 


Guru-training sohoots and oost of inspection of eduoational 
institutions. 

•«. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
a charge of the Dejwrtment of Education he pleased to lay on the 
able a statement for the financial year 1921-22 showing 

(*) the number of guru-training schools in Bengal ; 

(«) the number of gurus who received training; 

(m^ the number of gurus who completed their training; 



86 QUESTIONS. [20m No% 

(tv) the cost incurred in maintaining the guru-training institution* 
exclusive of stipends paid to the gurus; 

(v) the total amount paid to the gurus by way of stipends; 

(vi) the cost of inspection, if any, of the guru-training schools; 

, (vii) the cost of inspection in connection with primary education; 

(wii) the cost of inspection in connection with secondary education 
and 

(ix) the cost of inupection in connection with higher education? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (,) to («•../) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

<"■> N<> <,<)st incurred by Government, colleges being inspected by 
the Inspector of Colleges who is an officer under the University. The 
Director of Public Instruction, in the course of his tours visits and 
inspects colleges but this does not involve any extra cost. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 33. 


Division. 


1 



9 e 

a5 
E 2 

a - 
Oc 

o J: 

n 

£4 


Sjs 2, 
£2* 
•J j* J2 

Bil 

n £ 

is* 


IP 

s* zo 



4 6 



6 


o 

• 4 

5 J 

y 

iS 

j* 

8* 

3S £ 

- M 

£"5 

z >. 

o t 

a 

p 

ll 

si 

u 

ll 

1* 



55 

c3 j 

!M 

o * 

a 

_i a _ 

i« 

7* | 

8 

i * 


l’realdeuoy DlvMon ... 

! 3fl 

1 

Burdwtn 


Daoca „ 

15 

Chittagong H 

1 

! * 

Raja tut hi 

j IS 

Total 

j 101 




1 . *'■ 

IU 

II*. 

463 

180 

| 31,840 ; 

68,023 

1.13.444 

431 

309 1 

j 

31,319 

49.2H8 

1.84,903 

404 

' 374 ! 

33.007 ! 

*7.*»1 

| 1.64.818 

11)9 

UK 1 

12,370 < 

33.501 j 

92,891 

401 

384 

lo.ui : 

47.991 1 

1.09,334 

1.990 

1,484 

1.17.787 

3.38,746 | 

tkf 1.499 


Ha. 

| 1.0*. 179 

! h»,«» 

! 

j «*.«o 

I 

IT,«« 

i 

M444 

j *,70.49* 


•Thorartof import ion of Quru*tr*iniD# achoal* ia inotadod In the , _ , 

primary relocation. Separate flfttrea are not available, *"* co<t la t 

t Two a holla he d with iffwl from Uth January, up, 



1 * 22 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


AntMiuUariaJ s c h em e * . 


#7 


34. Mr. A<IOY CHUNDER OUTT: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Stdf-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what anti-malarial schemes will Ik* given effect to in the course 

of the current year ; 

(ii) what amount it is proposed to spend in connection with these 

schemes ; and 

(i it) whether Government promise to raise u loan in connection with 
the said schemes J* If so, to what extent ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (?) The Nuwi-Sunthi, Arul Hheel, Jubuna 
(Section II) and Anita schemes ha\e lieen continued in the current 
year. 

(it) The following exjwnditme has so fat Immmi incurred in connec- 
tion with these schemes, ri:. : - 

Nuwi-Sunthi Hs. 3,37*So J. 

Arul Hheel — Hs. 2,23.915. 

Jabuna — Hs. 1 ,S1 .359. 

Anita — Hs. 2. 5b, 897. 

The estimates for the total scheme in each case are as follows: — 

Niiwi-Sunthi — Hs 12.71,225. (The portion of this scheme* alteady 
executed is complete in itself and it is not proposed to pro- 
ceed with the remaining part of the original scheme.) 

Arul Hheel — Hs. 2,(>5,(»G4. 

Jabuna — Hs. 12, 94, loth 
Anita — Hs. 13,10,858. 

(lit) It is intended that these schemes should he financed from loans 
taken by the distrnt Ismids concerned, who will in their turn recover 
from the jiersons Ijenefited in accordance with tlie provisions of the 
Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvements Art VI of 1920. 
Government art* at present in communication with the district boards 
concerned regarding the financing of the above schemes. 


Hunger-strike in Barisal Jail. 

35. Babu fNDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the TIon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) lie pleased to 
state how many cases of hunger-strike have occurred among the prisoners 
of the Barisal Jail ? * 
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( b ) Has there been any inquiry regarding the causes of these hunger 
* strikes ? If ho, by whom ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table i 
copy of the report of such inquiry ? 

('/) (i) Who are the non-official visitors of the Barisal Jail? 

(v) Has any of them written any note about the causes, duratioi 
and effect of the hunger-strikes P 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the tabl< 
a copy of their report? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a non-official committee to inquire into the treatment meted out to th« 
political prisoners in the Barisal Jail P 

(g) Will the lion ’hie the Member he pleased to state what action, 
i any has been taken on the resolution adopted by this Council with 
regard to the treatment of political prisoners? 


is n T !l H 1 0 T b, ,> Mr ' H * L - 8T EPHEN80N: (a) and (b) The member 
s nfeired to the answer given to unstarred question No. 180, put by 

AugustTo^ 11 " 1 ^ 1 CtuUl,, ‘ Un 00 lhis HU,, j ect at the meeting on the ,30th 

(c) and (c) Such reporta by official and non-official visitors are not 

ordinarily intended for publication and Government do not proZe to 
lay copies on the table. propose to 

(d) (t) Maulvi Syed Mahomed Hossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
nunayetiKldin Ahmad and Balm Bcnoy Bliushan Gupta. 

note (,,) TW ° <>f thom r ‘' f,,rn ‘ <1 to thp hunger-strike in a joint inspection 

(/) No. 

G/) The member is referred to the answer to starred question No L 

" ui i,v ,,r ' *■ *• u* rf zi 


Damage to rioe-orop in the M-Parganaa by Hoods. 

38. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: , 

n e "T , Mem, ; r *“ rharfrc ' of the Dp P»rtment of ^JfeZiue 

(Land ltevenue) been drawn to the damage caused to the rice-crop 

£57 io a “" ici “• 2, - r *w>. k7 «. 

(h) If so, will the Hon ’hie the Memher he pleased , 

S, h "‘ *” *" k ™ "*•' <* M t,, 5/25 
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m Hon'We the 
BIMDWAN: (a) Yes. 
Home to buildings. 

(6) No relief is needed. 


QUESTIONS. 




MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 

Some damage was caused to the rice-crop but 


Pargiter'g Revenue History of the SundsrtMns, 

37. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 
the answer to my unstarred question No. 148 asked at the meeting of 
the Council on the 28th August, 1922, will the Ilon'hle the Member 
m charge ot the Detriment of Revenue (Land Revenue) he pleased 
to state whether Government are considering the desirability of 
reprinting even a limited number of copies of Pargi tor’s Revenue 
History of the SunderhansP 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA 
BURDWAN. The answer is in the negative. 


BAHAOUR 


Hours of attendance of 8ut>- Registrars. 

88. 8HAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: <„) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Detriment of Education Is. pleased to state 
whether the Sub-Registrars have fixed hours for attending their offices 
every day ? 

{b) if ho, what hou i* have* Ihdmi ho fixed Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: („) and (b) The olliee hours of 
a Sub-Registrar are from 11 cm. to fi c m „ n all working days. 


Munaiii Mahafezuddin Ahmed of Pirojpur. 

88. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) With reference to the answer 
given to clause (h) of the unstarred question No. 178 put by Maulvi 
Asaharuddin Ahmed on the fith July, 1921, will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judic ial Department be pleased to state the source at 
Ua information about the dismissal of Munshi Mahafesuddin Ahmed 
from Eanungoship? 

(.b) Is it a fact that the officer reporting the matter did not inquire 
of the mulchtear concerned nor was he given any opportunity to explain 
mmaelf on the matter? 
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( c ) Is it a fact that the mukhtear is a nominated member of almost 
all the local bodies and institutions in the subdivision? 

(d) Is it a fuct that the answer that he was dismissed is incorrect P 

(e) Is the II on ’bit* the Member aware that services of Kanungoes in 
Bakarganj and Faridpur ranges were from year to year on a temporary 
'system ? 

(j) Is it a fact that he was discharged as his services were no 
longer required? 

(y) Is it a fact that the then District Magistrate, Mr. J. li. Black* 
wood, on a representation from the mukhtear in connection with the 
nomination of members for the local girls’ school, inquired into the 
matter and in his letter No. 4-JOOJ of .‘10th September, 1918, informed 
the mukhtear that his services w'cre dispensed with? 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (u) The information was 
obtained from the local officers. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) The mukhtear is a nominated meml>er of the local board and 
of the municipality at Firojpur. lie is also a member of the Pirojpur 
Girls’ School. 

(d) There is no reason for thinking that the information supplied 
by the local officers was incorrect. ’Die iwi]H»rs are not traceable now. 

(r) The services of settlement Kanungoes are temporary but they 
were not employed from year to year. 

(/) Vide answer to (d). 

((j) The papers have been destroyed. 


New bridge over the Hooghly. 

40. R&i MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 

TTon’hle the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased 
to state whether the location of the proposed permanent bridge on the 
river Hooghly has 1 k»ou definitely settled and its design approved? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the estimate of cost and the amount of 
contribution the Government propose to grant from the public revenues 
of the country? 


The Hon’ble Mr. d. DONALD: (a) No. 

(b) This qutt t ion does not arise. 
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North Bengal Hoods and railway embankments. 
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41. Babif 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the IWble 
the Member iu charge of the Department of Revenue (l*and Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether the Government have ascertained the 
number of human lives that have, so far, Ihh'u lost as the result of the 
North Bengal floods which have devastated Bogra, Rajshuhi and parts 
of Dinajpur and Palma ? 

(b) Are the Government in communication with the Railway 
Board with a view to inviting their immediate attention to the ravuges 
done by the floods in the Rajshuhi Division and e*p«M'iallv to the views of 
Dr. Bentley? Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal, to the effect that the 
Railway embankments were a contributory cause to the disaster? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability, in collabora- 
tion with the Railway Board, of adopting measures to 'minimise the 
possibility of the recrudescence of such serious floods either by insert- 
ing new types of culverts in the railway embankments as suggested by 
Dr. Bentley or by other expert devices as may be decided upon? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The numlsT of lives ascertained to have been lost 
in the district of Bogra is and in that of Rnjshnhi Tl. No lives were 
lost in Pahmi and Dinajpur. 

(h) and (V) The inemlier is lefened to the replies to clauses (r) and 
(if) of a starred question on the subject put at this meeting by Babu 
Fanindralal I)e. 


Union benches and courts in Tippera. 

42. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Rou ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department Ik* pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the number of suits in each union bench and court in each 
subdivision of the Tipjiera district still established and the 
number that falls under the* section of cognizable offences; 

# (tt) the number of sessions held by each of the union benches and 
courts in each subdivision ; 

(m) the suyi of money realized in the union benches of each sub* 
division as fines and com pensat ions; and 

(tv) the number of money suits in the union courts of each 
subdivision and the total valuation of those money suits? 
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Th« Hon’Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (i) to (iv) A statemeDt is kid 

on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to un&tarred question No. 4&. 
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Provision of an overbridge at Ishurdi Railway station. 

43. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) U the Ifon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the J)i*pai (meat of J'ublic Works (Railway 
Branch) aware of tlu* inconvenience caused owning to the fact that there 
is no overbridge at the Ishuidi station on the Eastern Bengal Railway 
for going to and from the bazar!' 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the railway authorities to this matter ? 

Mr. C. C. DEY: (a) No. 

(6) The attention of the railway authorities will be drawn to tbo 

natter. 


n 


QUESTIONS. 

Munsifi M ehaukis.” 


[20th Npy f 


44. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the total number 
of munsifi ehaukis in the Presidency of Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : Twenty-seven. 


Legislation for 8tate aid to industries. 

45. Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: (a) Is the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that an Industries Bill has been introduced in the Mod?$9 
Legislative Council to provide for State aid to industries? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of 
introducing legislation on similar lines in this province? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) and (b) Yes. 

BflBu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: May T ask when does the Hon’ble 
the Minister expect to introduce legislation in this Council? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN:! must have notice of this question. 


8oheme of appointing Honorary Surgeons and Physicians in 
hospitals. 

48. Dr. JAT1NDRA NATH MOITRA : Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the l)iq«irtment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state what actual progress has been made up to date in 
regard to the scheme foi the up|N>i fitment of Honorary Surgeons and 
Physicians in all big hospitals? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: 1 Tie question of appointing non-official Indian 
Medical practitioners as Honorary Surgeons and Physicians in the big 
State hospitals, was considered by the Medical and Public Health 
Standing Committee on the 25th March, 1922. The views of the 
Standing Committee have been considered by Government, and an Hono- 
rary Surgeon and an Honorary Physician have already been appointed 
at tbe Campbell Hospital. The posts were advertised and several appli- 
cations were received, from which selection were made. 

No Honorary Surgeons and Physicians have been appointed at the 
Medical College Hospital. 
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Railway Advisory Oounoil. 

4t Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURIS Will the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the lVjwirtraent of Public Work# 
(Railway Branch) lx* pleased to state what stops, if any, are being 
taken by the local Government to expedite the formation of the local 
Railway Advisory Council for Bengal as recommended by the Indian 
Railways Committee of 1920-21 ? 

Mr, C, C. DEY* The Railway Board has lequested the Railway 
administrations to form local Advisory Committees and the subject is 
under reference with flu* Railway administration, Railway Board and 
this Government. 

Dredging the Bhairab. 

48, Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: With reference to the answer 
given to unstarred question No. 1 42, put by Babu Nalinl Nath Roy 
on the 20th February, 1022, regarding the dredging of the Bhairab 
river, will the Ifon’hle the Mein)»er in charge of the Department of 
Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the project that was then under prepanition is now 
ready; and 

(it) whether provision will he made in the next Budget for giving 
effect to the project? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (i) The project refened to is still under preparation 
and not \et ready for consideration. 

(it) No money will, therefore, he budgeted for the work next year 
(1923-24). 

Dredging of 8ital Lakhya Khal. 

49. Mr. 4 . A. DeL18LE: With reference to the answer to unstarred 
question No. 22 of the meeting of 2lst, November, 1921, in which the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation stated, as part of his 
reply, that “ if the Alexandra dredger can Ik? spared she will dredge 
the Sital Lakhya Khal near Dacca in the cold weather of 1922-23 
provided it is found that dredging is likely to be of a permanent nature," 
will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Irrigation Department 
hi pleased to state whether the Alexandra dredger can be spared now 
and if the dredging of the Sital Lakhya Khal will take place this cold 
weather or not? * 

The Hon’ble the MAHARA4ADHIRA4A BAHADUR of 
tUMWAN: The Alexandra cannot be spared and further inquiry shows 
that it is not desirable to dredge the Sital Lakhya Khal. 
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8ar»"$adhuganj Railway. 

50. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will ihet Hobble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the works in connec- 
tion with the Sara-Sad huganj Railway lines are about to be started P 

(/;) If so, what is the estimated cost of this undertaking? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the plan of the said railway lines? 

Mr. C. C. DEY : (a) The Government of Bengal have no information 
to this effect. 

(b) The probable cost is Rs. 43 lakhs. 

(c) A ropy of the plan has been laid on the Library table. 

8urplus receipts in the Registration Department. 

51. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'Me the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the amount of surplus in I lie Registration Depart- 
ment, year by year, during the years 1920, 1921 and 1922? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: The amount of surplus is as 
follows : — 

1920— Its. 13,32,205. 

1921— Rs. 9,57,309. 

The figures for 1922 are not available. 

High Court, Original 8ide. 

52. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI : Will the Hon’hle 
the Memlier in eharge of the Judicial Department lie pleased to state — 

(0 the amount of excuses incurred by Government for the up-keep 
of the Original Ride of the High Court; 

(/») the amount realized by Government as court-fees or cost on 
the Original Side of the High Court; and 

(in) the number of cases filed within a year and the valuation of 
those cases ? 

ThO Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (?) The expenditure in 1921 
was Us. 6,28,604. 

(it) The probate and administration duty realised in 1921 was 
Rs, 9,27,570-12-0. Other fees realized by means of stamps was 
Rs. 5,18,842-6-0. 

(tti) Three thousand seven hundred and twentv-one suits were 
instituted in 1921. The value of suits for specific money claims was 
Rs. 5,22,26,287, 
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Dredging of Bidyadhari river* 

88* Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Hon hie the 

Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(i) what steps are l>eing taken to prevent the silting up of the 

river Hidyadhari; and 

(ii) on what irrigation work the Government dredgers are being 

employed now? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs (i) More extensive spill operation coupled with dredging 
and later on admission of as much head-water as jjossible. 

(ii) All the dredgers are now Wing repaired or re-erected. 


Train collision at Cangatikuri Station of the East Indian 
Railway. 

54. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon ’bio 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) be pleased to state whether he is aware of a collision which 
occurred at tin 1 (iungatikuri Railway Station on the B. A. R. section 
of the East Indian Railway on the midnight of the 28th August lust 
between 53 up passenger and 150 goods trains? 

(b) Did the Government make an} inquiry into the cause of the 
disaster to ascertain as to who were resjionsible for the collision; and, 
if so, will the Hon' hie the Minister he pleased to state the result of 
such inquiry ? 

(c) What action, if any, has been taken by Government to punish 
the officers who were found guilty Y 

( <{) How many jmssengers, both male and female, were killed as 
the result of the collision Y 

Mr. C. C. DEY: (a) Yes. 

(b) An inquiry was made under the rules laid down by the Railway 
Board and tho finding accepted by the Government Inspector of 
Railways. 

( c ) The staff responsible were summarily dismissed. 

( d ) No passengers were killed. 


Forecast of winter paddy. 

88* Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deportment of Agriculture and Industries lie 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of the final forecast of the winter 
paddy crops and the prospect of the outturn for the year in the province P 
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Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: The final forecast of the winter rice crop will 
not be ready until the middle of February, 1923. A copy of the first 
forecast of the crop is laid on the Library table and from this the prospects 
of the outturn so far as ascertained now can be gathered. It is reported 
that at present over practically the whole province, excepting the 
flooded areas of Northern Bengal, the crop promises to be an excellent 
one. ' 


Lady Principal, Bethune College. 

56. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be plefised to state 
whether it is a fact that the post of Lady Principal of the Bethune 
College is soon going to be filled up temjx>rurily ? 

(b) Is it a fftd that Government are appointing a European lady, 
who is not in the service, in supersession of the claims of the Indian 
ladies already in the service? 

(<') What are the reasons for ujijKmiting a European instead of an 
Indian ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: («) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The Director of Public Instruction has been instructed 
to advertise the acting vacancy and to submit proposals for filling it 
after considering the claims of Indian .ladies already in service as also 
of outsiders and ascertaining the views of t lie Governing Body. As 
this will take a little time and as the College cannot be left without 
a Principal, Miss Hilda Jackson has been appointed to officiate up to 
the 31st December, 1922. 

Bible oourse for University examinations. 

« 

57. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Is the Hon’bie the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware of the 
protests made by various public lx>die& against the compulsory course 
of the Bible Selections in the I. A. and B.A. Examinations of the 
Calcutta University ? 

(b) If the selection is on the ground of reading Literature why does 
the Senate of the Calcutta University exclude the Mahabarata and 
Ramaynna or the Holy Koran from the list of compulsory texts? * 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of 
drawing the attention of the Senate to the matter P 

Tilt Moft’Mt Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) No. 

(6) Government are not aware of the reasons. 
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(c) Under the University Regulations, text-books are prescribed by 
the Syndicate on the recommendations of the Board of Stndies. 
Government do not desire to address the University on a matter like 
this. 


Cases tried by salaried magistrates of Tippers 8adar subdivision. 

50. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon 'Me the Mem. 
tar in charge of the Judicial Dejortmeut be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(t) the lumber of cases tried by the salaried magistrates of the 
Tippera Sadar subdivision beginning from the 30th June, 
1921, to the 30th September, 1922; 

(ii) the nuintar of cases m which punishments were inflicted; 

(i»i) the numtar of cases dismissed; 

(tv) the number of local inquiries made by the salaried officers and 
the amount of travelling allowance drawn by each of them 
for the purpose; and 

( r) the reasons for the difference, if any, between the different 
officers in disposals regarding dismissals and awarding of 
punishments? 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (?) to <>) As the itossible 
utility of the figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour 
involved in compiling them, the Government do not consider that they 
would be justified in undertaking the work. 


Number of appeals disposed of by differed classes of magistrates of 

Tippera. 

59. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the last three financial years— 

(t) the numtar of appeals preferred to the Court of the District 
Magistrate of Tipi**ra against the judgments of the magis- 
trates having second or third class powers in the same dis- 
trict ; 

(it) the riumjier of appeals disposed of by the District Magistrate 
himself, stating the numtar allowed and dismissed; 

(m) the numtar disposed of by the Additional Magistrate stating 
the number allowed and dismissed; 
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(iv) the number disposed of by other magistrates who have got the 
powers ofi hearing appeals and the ynmiber allowed and 
dismissed; and 

(v) if the numtier of appeals allowed or dismissed by the different 
classes of magistrates referred to in (it), (Hi) and (iv) vary, 
will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason 
' for the differences? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (t) to (r) As the labour and 

time involved in the compilation of the statistics called for te dispro- 
portionate to their j»ossiblo utility, the Government do not consider 
that they would he justified in undertaking the work. 

Number of appeals disposed of by magistrates in Bengal. 

60. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(/) the number of appeals from the judgments of the magistrates 
having second or third class powers iti each of the districts 
in the province of Bengal during the last three financial 
years ; 

(i 0 the number of cases disposed of by the District Magistrate 
himself, the Additional Magistrate and the Deputy Magis- 
trates of each district emjmWered to hear such appals, stat- 
ing the number of eases allowed and dismissed and also the 
number of eases in which orders of modification have 
l»een issued during the same period ; 

(tn) the number of appeals disfmsed of by the Additional Magis- 
trates in each district during the last three financial years 
and the numlter of up|ienls allowed and dismissed in each 
district during fho same period; 

(ir) the mi tnlier of appeals disposed of by any other magistrates 
who have got the flowers # of hearing appeals and also the 
numlier of eases of appeals allowed and dismissed, district 
by district, during the last three financial years; and 

{r) if the number of appeals allowed or dismissed bv the different 
* classes of magistrates in each district during the said period 
vary, will the TTon’hle the Member be pleased to state the 
reasons for such variations in numbers? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD*UR-RAHIM: (i) to ( r ) As the labour invol- 
ved in the compilation of the statistics called for is disproportionate to 
their possible utility, the Government do not consider that they would 
be justified in undertaking the work. 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Goondas Bill, 1922. 

The Hoffble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I 1** to introduce a Bill 
to provide for the control of certain goondas residing in or frequenting 
the towif and suburbs of Calcutta, nml for their removal from Bengal. 

It is not necessary, I think, for me to take up the time of the 
Council in insisting upon the existence of the “vil which this Bill pro- 
poses to remedy. Memtars of the Council, if they will only read their 
daily papers of whatever shade of |>ol)tical complexion they may be, 
will find unfortunately every day some cases in the police courts of 
goonda outrage. It is only a short time ago that the Second Presidency 
Magistrate from the bench drew attention to the fart that 'he had not 
sufficient powers and the police June not sufficient (towers to deal with 
what is considered to be a crying evil. And lest it may In* thought 
that this evil i* decreasing, 1 regret to say that only lqst Saturday two 
persons, who had given evidence against goondas, were so severely 
assaulted that one was killed on the s|K>t and the other is lying in a 
very serious condition. The existence of the evil, therefore, I will take 
for granted. It is an evil which is not (teculiar to Calcutta. Every 
large city, London and Paris, every c*it\ has its own peeuliu?* form of 
hooligan. In Calcutta hooliganism is icndcicd moie serious ls*cause 
of the physical struct me of tin* town. Those who have some knowledge 
of tlie intricacies of the back passages and so forth in Barabaxar and 
in the series of bye-lanes which abound in that neighbourhood, know 
that they afford eminently suitable haunting grounds for hooligans of 
this class. Another reason which has emphasised the danger in Calcutta 
is that some eight or nine years ago at the loginning of the war, there 
was a large influx into Calcutta of up-count tv men for various reasons, 
and they have to a large extent staved on as goondas. I will there- 
fore briefly indicate the genesis of the present Bill, which I propose 
to the Council to pass. 

In 1914 owing to the abnormal rise in the number of robberies 
in Calcutta, and owing to certain sensational rases, there was a con- 
siderable feeling of unsafety of jierson and property in Calcutta. The 
Marwari Association and the Marwari Chamber of Commerce addressed 
us* on the subject. The outbreak of war intensified the feeling of 
insecurity and it was largely due to this feeling of insecurity that 
up-country men Vere brought into Calcutta by w'nv of providing security 
to the people which the police could not give. At that time a sugges- 
tion was put forward by the Marwari community for an increase in the 
number of European sergeants on patrol duty at Barahazar. Owing 
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to war we were not able to get them, but owing to the patriotism of 
the Calcutta Scottish 200 of that regiment were enrolled as special 
constables and did patrol duty, and owing to tbeir presence and work 
the excitement and the feeling of insecurity passed away. But in 1916 
there was another rise in crime in Calcutta— a rise not confined to 
Calcutta but 1 believe exjierienred practically all over the world. It 
w'as due to war conditions The number of ciimes put down to goondas 
increased steadily up till the beginning of 1020. In 1020 the Marwari 
Association again approached Government. I will read an extract 
from the letter from the Marwari Chamber of Commerce which gives 
an account of what they considered to be the jnjsit ion at that time. 
They say — e 

Those goondiH attack the hill collectors or yootnaxtm carrying money and 
either stab them or belabour them with lathis or threaten them with imminent 
danger to their | arsons or Joes and decamp with their monox ; women and children 
putting on ornaments are also their frequent victims, *it times they are attacked 
c\en when they are in < Iom-iI cirriages There is one class amongst these goondas 
who fall iijMiri the pedestrians and run away with their shawls and ahvans. These 
goondas generally take their stand in the eorneis of ♦he streets not infrequently 
dressed as gentlemen with shawls nil their persons and sometimes exon wearing 
gold chain* on their necks, or take their seat in a pa n or Inn shop or some such 
places in expectation ot their victims These jtamralla x or Innualla s or such other 
men are either their mtixo associates or assist them m then nefarious work for 
fear of their own lives Most of the people who are attacked do not even venture 
to report to the police for fear of further molestation or to avoid harassment and 
expense id n polue case (Sentlemen who have witnessed such things being perpe- 
trated under their very exes often refrain from assisting the victims [»>st the 
goondas would make theii lives miserable When any of the goondas are in the 
hands of the police others terrorise gentlemen and men of jnisition and compel them 
to stand surety or bear costs of their defence 

That, Sit. was the position til that time as explained by the 
Marvwm Trade Association and I think tbe House will agree that it 
was a position oi things that did necessitate tbe very careful 
attention of Government ^ The Member in charge of the Police Depart- 
ment at tin* that time. Sir llenrx Wheeler, received more than one 
deputation horn Mai wan gentlemen and other gentlemen in the same 
position. The jxisitnni was explained on both sides. The Government 
explained to the deputation xx hat the difficulties of the police in the 
matter were These difficulties have been set forth in the letter which 
has been addressed to various associations, anil I need not detail them 
at length* Briefly they are that the security section*, which normally 
are used against persons of this class »rt» of very little avail. In the 
first place they are vei > difficult to woik in Cahutta; in the second 
place they cannot he worked without evidence; and in the third place, 
that the goondas. nearly all, have some ostensible inetihs of livelihood. 
They are employed as either putnntlhis or hirnralhis or are engaged in 
hackney carriage business, which will exempt them from the operationa 
of aectivn 109 of thy Criminal Procedure Cody, 
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As l-egartls prosecuting them for specific* offences, the nature of 
Barabazar makes it ver\ difficult to catch the goonda, ami bavin# caught 
him evidence is required. The deputation* that came to the Govern- 
ment admitted freely and frankly that resectable gentlemen would not 
come forward to give evidenrv against the goondas with the knowledge 
that they would Ik* stabbed in the back when they came out of court. 
In view of the occurrence of last Saturday, I cannot say that they are 
altogether to Ik* blamed. Accordingly, after consultation with these 
deputations, the Government cume to the conclusion - in which f think 
the deputations agreed— that the only possible lemedv was to get 
rid of the goondas by deporting them. Accordingly, in June, 11120, 
Government* issued a letter to various associations interested, putting 
before them the pros and cons, stating the difficulties, and saying that 
they were advised that tin* only jwissible remedy of the state of things 
in Barabazar and in the neighhout hood was to depot the goondas, most 
of whom came from up-eountn. The replies were not altogether 
encouraging. It is true that the replies of the mercantile community, 
as a whole, recognized that tins was the only solution, and the Bengal 
rhamber of Common e. the Trades Association, the Biilish Indian Asso- 
ciation. tin* Marwaii Chandler of Commerce, the Bengal National 
Chamber of Cnmmeite and the Indian Moslem Association approved of 
the pnneiples lontumed in the Bill: hut on the other hand, the Mar- 
wan Association, the Bengal Ihesidency Moslem Teague, ami 
National Muhammadan Association refused to have anything to 
do with the piop>sal Government then weie in this josition 
In six months time the Itefoims ueie coming Government 

came to the conclusion that tliev would not be justified in putting 
hefoie a Council m w ho h the\ had a niajonty, u Bill to give protec- 
tion, bv means of spei ml p»wer to the polnc. ulnrh protection tin* 
people were not unanimous in wanting. The onlv result of bringing 
forward a Bill at that time would have been that we would have been 
accused — ceitatnh in the then pditical circumstances of the country — 
of mami'iivring to get rid of om pditical oppments by calling them 
goondas, and the goonda prop»r would have U*en elevated to the larik of 
a political martvr. It was therefore der ided that we should place no pro- 
|K>suls before the old (’oiiik il . hut that we should wait until we laid a 
Council where Government would not have a majority: so tTie Bill will 
he a Bill of this Council. 

Meanwhile, we set up a small establishment to ascertain facts about 
the goondas. and as far as pissible, to cripple their activities. This 
establishment has been working for nearly two \ear*. As to the actual 
work which lias l>een done, there is a good deal of ignorance and, 
therefore, I welcome the opportunity of enlightening the members of 
this Council. The establishment < onsists of one Assistant Commissioner, 
one Inspector, two Sub-Inspectors, one Jamadar, two Assistant Sub- 
Inspectors, and six Constables — a small establishment. It is employed 
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in patrolling the areas which are the scenes of the activities of the goon- 
das, hut its principal work now is us follows. Four or five times a day 
the headquarters at Lai Bazar are rung up and informed that there is a 
gathering <>i goondas at such and such place. For instance, only a short 
time ago, it was rung up and inhumed that there was a gathering of a 
gang ot goondas who were about to set fire to a theatre to which they 
were refused admission. W hen the police arrived, the goondas already 
had a tin ol jx»t rol . On all these occasions, whether on complaints as 
regards a body of men or as regards unpleasant-looking customers 
hanging alsiut a street corner, the headquarters send some of thedr 
special staff. 1 hey arrest suspicious characters and then proceed to 
inquire about them. During the course of these two years,* 978 persons 
have U»en anosted by the social staff’. They were arrested either on 
complaint* of this kind or by the social staff on duty disguised as detec- 
tives in plain clothes or in connection with definite specific offences. On 
He vend occasions, this special staff has actually caught the goondas in the 
act' of committing extortion. In addition rto this, the social staff 
has taken up the investigation of several cases in which the goondas 
are concerned. I may mention the Allahabad daeoity case, the Jail 
Hoad robbery and the Belliughata taxi-cab dacoitv case. They were 
all worked out by the small sjHu-ial staff*. The object of the njierations 
of this stuff is to get a knowledge of who aie the principal goondas, 
what their previous history is, and all about them. Of these 978 
goondas who have been arrested, about 10 j>er tent, were found to }>e 
actualL wanted by the police for some specific offences. A certain 
number of* others were* sent up for bail livelihood and the remainder were 
released. But m even single case full inquiiies were made about them, 
with the result that the special staff has a register containing the names 
of OBI goondas who are the leaders m Calcutta. In the case of every 
one of them, they have the whole of their previous history recorded, 
their photographs and their thumb impressions. Already in several 
cases photographs have ty»en of the greatest use in enabling persons 
who were attacked h\ unknown goondas to identify their assailant. 
That is tin* work that has been. done; the results have l>een very satis- 
factory. The ciime in the areas tackled has gone down. During the 
lust three months there has not been a single robbery in Barabazar. 
But this is only a palliative. The men sent up under section 110, and 
convicted are free in a year's turn* and the moment we relax pressure 
in Barabazar in order to work up the goondas m other parts of Calcutta, 
Barabazar crime goes up again. Government, therefore, now consider 
that it is right that we should put before the Council proposals in the 
form of a Bill to meet this evil -pro|M>sals. which we are informed, not 
only by our exjierts but also In resjxmsible public opinion and the mer- 
cantile community, are the onh proposals by which this evil can be 
don’t with. I want to make the ptxsition of Government quite dear. 
It is important, because 1 understand that a Marwari Association 
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intends to opjvose this Bill on the ground — the old ground — that this is 
a political dodge of the Government to remove its mm -co-operating 
enemies. Government feel it their duty to gi\e the Council an oppor- 
tunitv of {wssing this Bill. We believe that it is the only remedy; we 
admit that it is stringent, hut it is the only one likely to he sueeessful. 

If the Council deliberately consider that the remedy is worse than the 
disease, then Government will In* relieved of all responsibility in the 
matter. We will continue — the police will continue— to do their duty 
with such powers as they have at present, hut the responsibility j Kisses 
from Government to the Council. 

There are two precedents for this Bill. The first is the Foreigners' 
Act wherelty an\ foreigner, who is undesirable, mu\ 1 m* deported from 
British India by an executive order of Government. The second is the 
Bombay Act wherein gangs or individuals ma\ he dc|tnrted from 
Bombay on the rejKirt of the Commissioner of I’oiiee. Neithei of these 
is an exact parallel, but the prim iple in Inith is the same. 

Government have not put into this Bill un\ safeguards. We leave 
it entirely to the Select Com m it t«»e to suggest what safeguards thev think 
necessary or possible. At the time when the Bill was framed, we din. 
(Missed what safeguards would Ive jsissihle, and tin* fiist one that v\ is 
suggested was something in the natuie of an advisory committee. We 
were at oik e told h\ tht* members of the public we consulted, (hat no 
one would come to serve on the advwuv committee until tin* triiorism 
had ceased, that nohodv was going to rink his life in coming on the 
advison committee with the leaf of goomlas stabbing him in the buck 
It is c\m tJv tie* same leason as that for which it is s<> difihult to get 
cvulcme; people aie not willing to he stahls'd outside (Ik* eouit It was 
then suggested that then* should he a panel consisting of t*0 or dt) gentle- 
men. and that no one should know to whi< h jnirtii ular individual the 
pafKTs had !s*en submitted That, however, Government are not ptcjKiicd 
to arc<*pt. They ale prepared to take the lesjMiiisibility of ordeiing tliein- 
selves the <le|>ortation of goomlas or a ( lass of goondas. Imt thev are not 
prepared to shelter Ixdiiml an anonymous committee. They are not 
prepared to enable tin* goonda to su\ that he is being staldN*d in the 
back by an enemy who dan* not fuel* him. But Government have entiiclv 
an o{K»n mind on the question of safeguards W(* are leaving it, as 1 have 
said, to the Select Committee to suggest such safeguards us they think 
necessary and possible. 

The only criticism that I have seen made with regard to this Bill 
since it was published, is that tin* Bill is restrii ted to jiersous not born in 
Bengal, and it is said that our Bengali goonda* are just as IkkI ; so why 
should we exempt them? Tin* reason is that the Bengali goonda s are * 
our own men, and we have no justification for turning out of our province 
our own had hats. We have got to deal with them ourselves. But we 
are justified in saying to the other provinces; “ we are not going to keep 
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your bad hats." If we cannot deal with foreign goondas, we must get 
rid of them in this way. Jt is the Peshwaris, the Punjabis and the 
Pathans who are really at the bottom of goondaism in Calcutta. If they 
are removed, a very bad example anyhow’ is removed from Calcutta, 
and our j»olioe will ha\e more time to deal with our men, and I think I 
am right in saying that if we get rid of the foreign goondas, we get rid 
of a. consideiable amount of the terrrorism which prevents people from 
giving evidence against Bengali goondas. 

That is the history of the Bill, and I now beg to introduce it to the 
Council. 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

[At this stage the Council adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. 

Supplementary demands for grants. 


7.— 8tamps. 

The Hoo’ble Mr. «J. DONALD: I move thut a sum of Its. 9G0 
lx; transferred from the head " 47. — Miscellaneous — Rewards for profi- 
ciency in oriental languages ” to the head “ 7.- — Stamps " for the enter- 
tainment of a stamp clerk at Its. 80 jier mensem in the Chittagong 
Treasury. 

The stamp clerk takes the place of -the Ireasuier. There is no change 
in the number of officers, while there is really a reduction in the 
charges. The provision is required to pay the stamp clerk. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. DONALD: I move that a sum of Its. 000 
be transferred from the head “ 47. — Miscellaneous — Miscellaneous and 
Unforeseen charges " to the head “ 7. — Stamps " to meet the charges 
on account of contrac t contingencies in the Stamp Department of the 
Dacca Collcetorate. 

This was an unforeseen demand for which there was no provision 
and the amount can l>e met by transfer from the head “ Unforeseen 
charges." 

The ^notion w as put and agreed to. 

15. — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenue. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: 1 move that a further sum of Rs. 55,000 be granted 
under the head " 15. — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenue " for expenditure on the construction of a retired line in 
the Talaimari Embankment at Rampur-Boalia, for the year 1922-23. 
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This amount is necessary in view of the floods that have occurred at 
Rampur-Boalia and for the unsatisfactory state of the embankment there. 
I hope it will be granted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

22.— General Administration. 

Tho HoiFble Mr. J. DONALD: 1 mow that a sum of Rs. 2B.300 Ih» 
granted for exjHUiditure under the head “ 22. General Administration ” 
to meet the cost of ferry charges au<l staging bungalows 

This expenditure has alicad\ been voted by the Council under another 
head, but under the coirect method of audit it has to be debited to 
” General Administration ” and not to ” (’ml Works.” It is a formal 
transfer. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

33. — Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD ! 1 mow that a sum of Us 8,1*1,772 
he granted for expenditure umlei the head “ 33 I'uldie Health” to 
meet tin* chatges on amount of grants (<► rerlain distnet hoards and 
municipalities This is of the same natuir as the last. The sum has 
already been voted b\ the ('miin il but the piojsu head ot dehit should he 
“ 33 Public Health ” and not ”41 - (’nil Works” Hence this 

motion is necessary 

The motion was put and agree<{ to 


47.— Miscellaneous. 

The Hon'ble Mr, «l. DONALD: I move that a sum of 
Rs. 3,(>o0 he granted for exjH*ndituie under the head ” 47. —■ Miscella- 
neous ” to meet the charges on uirmiut of grants to the English Bazar 
Municipality tor lo**> of terrv reieipts and to the Muhammadan Burial 
Board. This is of the same nature as the last. 

The motion was put and agieed to. 


43. — Famine Relief and Insurance. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN. I move that a sum of Us. 30, 000 In* granted under the 
head ** 43. — Famine Relief and Insurance ” for gratuitous relief. A 
printed note has been circulated to tin* members of the Council which 
explains the necessity of having this amount for gratuitous relief, and 
I hope the Council will agree to it 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that the demand for 

Its. 30,000 under the head “ 43. — Famine Relief and Insurance ** be 
reduced by Re. 1. The nominal reduction that I propose to make will 
convince the House that my motion is not for putting any obstacle in the 
way ot this extremely prompt and rather extravagant call for senti- 
mental charity which lias at last come from a business-like Govern- 
ment, but merely to discuss the |K>liey that has guided the authorities in 
dealing with an unprecedented situation and the manner in which they 
have done it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : 1 may at once explain that you cannot go into 
the geneial question of the policy adopted by Government to meet an 
unprecedented calamity. You must confine yourself to the question of 
gratuitous relief and 1 cannot have a general discussion. We are going 
to have a general discussion regarding the floods to-morrow. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I sjreak alwmt the necessity 
of gratuitous relief:' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So 1< mg as you confine yourself within the four 
cornels of the subject. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Yeiv well. The demand is foi 
Its. 3U, 0(1(1, but without knowing what the extent of the damage is. it ks 
rnthei diHicult for us to sn\ if this amount is adequate or utterly insuffi- 
cient foi the pm pose. Theietore. 1 think it is necessary for us to find 
out what the extent ot the damage lias been and what the amount of 
gratuitous leliet ought to be It is, t hereto! e, necessary for me to go 
into the whole question ot the damage < aused b\ these Hoods. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid I cannot allow that. We arc going 
to have a discussion regarding the floods to-morrow. Tile member will 
be good enough to resjxxi my ruling. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: In view of this ruling I will not 
s|>eak any further, and 1 formally move m\ motion. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I ha\e not been able to 
follow \oui ruling. If l err, you will kindly pull me up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly, Kumar Sahib. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I agree with the Hon f ble 
the Revenue Member that even the entire amount of this demand will 
not bo required for gratuitous relief. Undoubtedly the situation has 
been most distressing, specially in the areas in the neighbourhood of the 
railway embankments, but the prompt action taken by the local officials 
and the samiudars and the subsequent relief operations organised by 
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the various non-official bodies went a long way towards mitigating the 
distress of the people. The people of North Bengal would never forget 
the way in which the whole country rallied to their succour at a time 
when everything appeared dark and hopeless. But the crisis was soon 
over and the acuteness of the di^tiess dnl not last long. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am sorry to interrupt the Kumai Sahib, hut 
he is just on the verge 1 may sa\ — — 

Kumftr 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: We will gather bv exjien- 

ence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As long as you keep vour balance, it will Ik* all 
right. (Laughter.) 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: ('owing to gratuitous 
relief, I may say that our jieople in tin* villages aie not given to inetidi- 
cancy. They an* honest and wonder fully self-reliant. The villager 
would refuse dial it y even it he had not a single day's provision. lie 
would stake all to earn a living than live hv lagging. 1 belong to Raj- 
shahi and i had been m my \illage during tin* floods arid m\ information 
is that there was no keen demand for gratuitous relief. The reason vva-s 
not lar to seek . Immediately before the Hoods a buinjier ttuv paddy 
crop hud been harvested and a busk jute season was just over, so most 
jieople had a sufficient stock of food-giains an<l a lot of ready cusli in 
tlieir bands. Of (otnse bouses bad udlapsed and for some time the 
phv.sical suHenng was gieut and lln* e.ittle wen* ni danger; but the 
Hood subsided and, as far as mv mfoi m.itioii goes, tin* m.ijniity of the 
people did not take long to get over r lie need of gratuitous relief. 
But except m a ven limited area, although <har»t\ is not so necessary 
now, what the villagers require is a loan for reronst nn ting their 
houses and for the purchase* of seed and cattle 1 Iio|h* that this would 
receive the projier attention of tin* authorities Uoming to tin* principle 
underlying tins demand, I have one complaint against the 'Govern- 
ment. Mv fKisition is this. Even tins demand would not have been 
required if the (Vntial Government at Darjeeling had lieei) prompt 
and approached the public with a timely upj*eal. But tin* Government 
inactivity was interpreted bv many as suggesting tin* absence of any 
great distress and that chanty was not n<*eded. Subsequent dene rip* 
tions — I admit that they have been exaggerated — upjrearing in the 
press through non-official sources roused keen public symjiathy, and the 
noji -official apjx-al issued by Sir I\ (-. R«>v met with a wonderful 
public rcsjionse, taking the initiative from the hands of the Govern- 
ment. Uonsidenng the jxditical condition of the country, to me it 
appears that the Reformed Government has l**en indiscreet in letting 
this opportunity slip to win for itself tin* affection of the masses, but 
the selfless workers of the non-co-operation jwrty — all glory to them — 
carried the day, while Government was biding their time 
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Mr. PRESIDENT : I am sorry to interrupt, but do I understand 
your argument to be that you object to this grant of Rs. 30,000 because 
the needs have been sufficiently met from private sources? 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I do not say that. I say 
that Government inactivity has necessitated this demand. If Govern- 
ment had acted in a projx*r manner, there would have been no necessity 
for this demand. 

Another evil effect of the inactivity of Government has been that 
a number of private ielief parties came into existence like mushrooms. 
There was very little* co-ordination of work among them and also 

A voick : Question. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: lie questions this, but if 
he will take* the trouble of going to Sealduh, boarding a slow j>assen- 
ger train and getting down at Madnagar, he will be convinced. Sitting 
here he cannot be convinced. 

As I have said, there was very little co-ordination among the workers 
of these various relief committees and also there were seveial instances of 
misplaced charity. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am very, veiy sorry to interrupt tin* Kumar 
Sahib, but I must |M>int out to bun that what we an* concerned with now 
is the demand fni a grant of Its GO .000. It is not m the least relevant 
to discuss whetliei |>n\ate chanty was misplaced or not. 

Kumar 8HIB 8H EK HARES WAR RAY: The thing is I have not 
yet de\elnped my point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is quite a small point — it does not need much 
development. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKNARESWAR RAY: M> point is this. This 
demand has become necessary because there was no co-ordination among 
the* seveial relief paities staiteel by non-official bodies, because there 
was no regular system of work and because of the inactivity of Govern- 
ment. That is the* burden of the* thing. This had a demoralising 
effect on the* villagers, and, l should say, handieupjx»d in no small 
measure* any organised effort on a prcq>er scale. And if Government 
had come to take the* lead, all these would have been avoided, as was 
the case during the Hast Bengal cyclone only a few years back when 
Government did splendid service. T do not know whether I shall be 
again in order or not. 1 rather admire the prompt action of the local 
officers; but for them the demand would have been much greater. I 
would specially mention the Collector of my district, Rajshuhi, who 
provided men ami money at once on his own responsibility, and issued 
an appeal without even earing to be punctilious about the facts for 
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which 1 understand his legs have been pulled. I am proud of my Collec- 
tor. He was here, there, and e\er\ where, regardless of all discomforts, 
and went round like a ministering an^eJ looking to the .safety and 
security of the people in his charge. 

One word more, Sir, and 1 have finished. It has been suggested in 
some quarter- — 1* do not know whether it will Ik* relevant or not — that 
the swuiiindars had been most apathetic in not contributing liberally 
towards the lelief of the jieople From m\ ]H'i-onal knowledge 1 tun 
say — and I think the official members will hour me out* that the 
zamindars have done what no lelief committee would have done. Most 
of them weie on the sjn>t during the Pujas. and although themselves 
suffering frofn the effect of tlx* flood, thev helped tlieir tenants to the 
l>est of their jmwer.s. 1 admit that the\ did not 1 1 \ to send telief to 
their tenants in a roundabout way through relief committees. Hut, So, 
does an\bod\, when a mem Ik* i of his family falls sick, send doles to 
the charitable hospitals hoping that they will ultimately re*n ii the 
jiatient!" This is absind The tiling is we iciidered help, to our tenants 
directly. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY : It is not for the 

pm |xise of men* opjHisitinn, not merely in an attempt to keep a tla^ 
fl\ni^ r . that I s u p| hu t this amendment , but because I wish to hrinjf to 
the notice of the Council the peisistenee of tlx* ( »o\ei nment in its 
< alloustiess and the belated natuie of the relief It is not for me to 
tell tlx* memheis of (ioveinmerit what the dut\ of (ro\einment is 
towaiils tlx* unioitunntc ]M*ople lonsi^ued to it- i ate. hill we ha\e 
alwa\.s < oiisidei ed it axxonatx that it is the pMinaiy turn turn of llie 
Government to look after tlx* welfare ol the jieople spontaneously and 
not under pressure of puhlu opinion, and in its exercise of that f 1 1 n i *• 
t mu to relieve their suffering Jn a spirit of nrx easing care and s\m- 
|Kith\ - and it is sad l>eyond measure to eoiitem plate tli.it tin* head of 
the Govei nment has thought fit to eonsidei that Government is a busi- 
ness concern, a business house, presuinaldv because it is laryods m i n 
toj the puijK>se of paving eomfoi table salaries to its mana^iri^ dim tors 
and ofliciajs at the exjrense of an unlimited liability company presum- 
ably because the oflicials and not the jreople for* whom it is supfKiscd 
to l>e run hapjH»n to be the shareholders — and that then* i- no room for 
sympathy and chanty— chanty indeed — lei me state no room for return- 
ing to the jreople in their time of distress a quota of what is extra* ted 
fiom the fruits of then labour If it was not for tlx* Helf-sarrifx in# 
labours of Sir P. <\ Ho\ , to whom I pav, and to whom I know the jieople 
of Bengal jmy, a most reverent homage, one trembles to realize what 
X'ould ha\e Wen* the fate of the unfortunate people in the f a< e of the 
practical inactivity of the Government in or^aniziii# relief measures. 
And now eomes this belated and inadequate charity always too late. 

1 hope, Sir, the time is not far distant when the department of the 
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relief of distress will be transferred from the reserved to a responsible 
department, and ministers elected by the people will in a public-spirited 
and sympathetic manner look more after the interests of the people and 
less after the interest of the coffers of the Government. I, therefore, 
Sir, Mip(>ort the amendment, for I am convinced, and I think most 
of uh are convinced, that Govern merit has dealt with a situation, if it 
can* be said to have dealt with it at all, in a most unsatisfactory manner, 
and lias demonstrated with the most remarkable clearness that in its 
reserved side when the jieoplo ask for bread, it is ready to supply stones 
in return. 

Bftbu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: In rising to support this demand 
for grant, my only regret is that the llon’ble the Member has not asked 
for more. And I am surprised to heui that he is of opinion that “ it is 
not anticipated that as much ils Us. d0,000 will lie required.’ * 

The Press Com wunu/ue issued by tin* Publicity Officer, Bengal, states 
that “ the aieu affected b\ the floods in the district of Bog’a is esti- 
mated at 405 square miles with a population of 249,’»<iO in the district 
of Rajslmlii at 1,200 square miles with a population o( 741, P»7.” And 
“ the flood has also affected an area of about 200 square miles ot the 
Palma district. M 

The Publicity Officer has refiained from estimating the loss of 
projMMty. But from an apjieal issued from Kujshahi to which 1 he 
District Magistrate has gi\en the weight ot his signatuie, we find that 
“ the total loss amounts to o\er four <roie^ of nqiees, and a million 
j»eoph‘ hn\e lieen rendeied lioimdess." 

'I’lie esl imate of the loss is almost staggering and, Sii , t le* a lion of 1 he 
Government has been rut her severely criticised. This estimate tallies 
with that of the unofficial oi gani/ation foi ivlief headed by our distin- 
guished count r\ mini, Sii Piafulla Chundta Roy . whose name will always 
he remembered b\ his grateful countrymen. 

When the Distiict Magistrate estimates the loss at about four crores 
of rujH‘es, what have the Government done to alleviate sufferings and 
give the suffereis a fresh start in life v From the communique issued 
on the 11th Ocfolier, we find that the Government have provided for — 

(1) gratuitous relief — Us. 20,000; 

(2) charitable relief supplementary to the above and required for 

such purjMwes as rebuilding houses that have been des- 
troyed, the provision of clothes, etc. — IPs. 54,000 out of the 
balance of the Cyclone and Midnapore Relief bunds; and 
(ffi agricultural loans — Rs. 0,10,000. 

So that tht' amount actually given for gratuitous relief does not exceed 
Rs. 20,000 for a million people rendered homeless. 
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When we consider this, we cannot help admitting that in this matter 
Government have lagged behind private organizations with the result 
that discontent has Keen aggravated in the country, and thorn' who revel 
in it have been allowed to steal a march. 

I consider it unfortunate that the Hoifble the Minister for Agri- 
culture was prevented b\ illness fioni jsM'Mmallv inspecting the devus- 
tated areas and attempts have not U*en nude to create one eential orga- 
nization under the (iovernuiont to afford idief to the sufleiers. 

In these matters, Sir, it is letter to be c vtrnvagant than to be pui- 
simonious, and though the (io\ eminent is not a ehautable institution, 
it can, at least, afford to 1 h* generous in preventing human sufferings, 
from floods *and fanunes-cijl them visitations of Providence if you 
like. 

I wish, Sir, that the llon’ble the Member bad ramie to the ( 'mined for 
a sum far in excess of Rs. -10,000. Jlut as it is, 1 have vei\ gieat 
pleasure in supjrorting the prcqtosal that a sum o! R- MO, 000 be giatiled 
under “ 4M. — Famine Relief and Insiiiatice toi gratuitous icliei. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 have verv gieat pleasillc ill 
siipjKUting tins demand for Its MO ,000, and i am son \ that a huger 
amount has not lreen demanded It is |>ossihle that ihis max he dm* 
to the present financial strmgemv, but I do not believe that this is 
for an \ want of svnquithv I was time dining the floods; 1 s]xmt a 
couple of da\s there*; and whom did I find? m\ most esteemed friend, 
Khan Rahudur Kmaduddm Ahmed, working day and night. I felt 
a genuine ple.tsiiie I wish other chair mm of distnet boaids were half 
as enthusiastic as mv esteemed fiierid I found the* 1 )»^f 1 1 < 1 Magistrate, 
Mr Reid, taking the keeiic’st interest, going over tin* whole* place and 
doing ever \ thing- The /amindais were* also t he*i : I also found viuious 
pnv ate pai f n*s Man* arm, Hindus. M iihammadans, e o-o|s*ra1<u s and non- 
co-ojtcrutois. They were giving relief to any e*xte*nt ami working in 
Jterfee t harmonv Well, mv esteemed friend, the Kumar Sahib, has 
complained of want of ceMudination If there was an v lark of ro-urdma- 
tion, it must Is* due to the* fart that m\ friend who was said to 1 m* at 
Benares at the* time ]*>ssib]y thought that, saving pru\er** at Benares 
in aid of his tenants at that time* would 1** more* t>em*firmJ to his 
tenants 

Kummr 8HIB 8HEKH ARE8WAR RAY: TTe is quite wrong: I 

was in the village at the time. 

Bflbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Tt is a great relief to me to find 
that 1 was wrong. I wish in all Midi similar cases I would 1m* wrong 
again. There* is no reason to flunk that Iwcaiise mv esteemed friend was 
nut there, therefore, everything was going wrong and everything was go- 
ing to the dogs. However, now is the time to give assistance. To 
those who can afford to repay, money rnav Is* given for reconstruction of 
houfH*H on loan, to others it should be given as charity. This is just 
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the time for Government to give help and I think this help will have 
to be given for some time more. I a in grateful to the Hon’ble the 
M a ha raj ad hi raj a RahaeJur of Burdwan for making this demand and I 
would have been still more grateful to him if he could have made it 
Rs. (10,000. 

Bftbu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : I had no mind to speak 
to-day, but as some observation was made by the Kunrnr Sahib I think 
it my duty to say something about it. My own village and I myself 
had to suffer a good deal and the jouinex who h I could otherwise have 
done in H e>r 10 hours 1 had to poiform in 44 Louis with great difficulty. 

I saw' with my own eyes the sufferings of the people. 1 do not admit 
that Government did not do anything, and at the same time also I do 
not admit that the zamindars did all they could and did everything for 
the suffering people. M\ friend, the Kumar Sahib, makes a distinction 
between the bead of Government and the Distrnt Magistrate. 1 do 
not follow' linn. 1 know' full well - and tin* Kumar Sahib himself admits 

that Mr. Reid, the District Magistrate, went to the locality as soon 
as he heard of the floods. He did his level best for helping the sufferers. 
He asked the zamindars to come to his help, and so far as I know he 
did not meet with readv response Howe\er, as regards this grant, 1 
think Its. .‘10,000 is not sufficient 1 do not agree with tin* TTon’blc 
the Member in charge when he sa\s that the whole amount mav not be 
neecssarv I think more than that would be neeessaiv. If lie means 
to nhv that as there are other relief eommittees and tliev have raised 
a huge sum and sending it for the relief of tin* sufferers and on that 
account Government help for gratuitous relief will not be necessary 
to tin* extent of Rs 110,000, In* ma\ be* partly light, but I do not think 
that IN ‘10,000 in a matter like* this is sufficient. The Government 
com muniifitS will itself show that about 10 lakhs of people are afTerted 
hv this flood There is gieat need for help and tin* time* is coming 
when more* liedp will be* necessary for menln al relied and for helping the 
poor emit i\ afoi s in purMiasing cattle, fodder, and also se*<»d. Gratui- 
tous telie*f is also necessary. As there will be* a general discussion to- 
moirow’, and as the* President is also of opinion that this mav be con- 
veniently diseuisseel to-moi row, T reserve* mv comment on this matter 
for to-morrow, but for the* present 1 can sav that Rs .‘10,000 should be 
granted and ( tov eminent should be* prepared foi spending more. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EM ADUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support 
the* motion of the* Hon’ble the Maharajaelhiraju Bahadur of Burdw'an 
that a sum of Rs .‘10,000 be* granted for famine* relief. It has 
been said bv Kumar Shib SUiekluiresvnir Ray that the officials die! 
not do, or the beads of departments did not do all that was desirable 
in this connection. 1 mav sav without fear of contradiction — and I 
think it will be endorsed bv the>s»* who are acquainted with facts and 
figures, that thy officials were ven prompt, so far at any rate as my 
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district of Rajshahi was concerned. It was on the 2()th of September 
when all of us, including Kndiori Rabu had left for our Puju holidays 
that the flood occurred. Who was the first |x*rson to jro to the place? 
It was the District Magistrate, Mr. Reid, who, m order to ^o to Sunta- 
har, had to swim across the flood i»d portion and in fact we found him 
in a pitialde condition of health when he < aim* back to Rampur-Roalia. 

Babu INDU BHU3HAN DUTTA: 1 >c.< to a ^int of order? Is 
this relevant to the matter under dis ( us-oon ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ft is riot struth telev.int 1 am allowing the 
Khan Ryhadur Iswaiis** seeimnelv he is i u - 1 hovering on the liorder 
line, and 1 \vwl 1 pull him up as soon as he crosses the Under 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: M.v 1 proceed 
further ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You niii\. but plea-e come to the point and say 
something alxuit the sum that has been "i anted toi pratiutuiis lellef. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: It was within ten 
davs t ha 1 the Hon’hlo Sit Suiendia Nath Haneijea came down jrom 
Darjeeling to the flooded area 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cm SI\ something nhmrt the llon'ble 
Minister’s visit to-morrow and it will }•* non h mole appiopn.ite then 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: 1 < >n m\ that the 

< io\ er rtrnelit <>fh< iaL have jp»t the matter well in hand and this opinion 
will be endorsed 1»\ manv others who were actualK on the spot 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADAS8UR HUSSAIN: We are not 

corned with the question whether the otlh lals d d then work or not. 
or whether the Distrnt Magistrate went to the spot to alleviate the 
sufferings of the* jienplc. or whether the head of the department of 
f be er nrnent was fixing to look mto the matter, but the question before 
tlie Council is whether Rs ‘Ut .000 should be irianfed or riot If we ate 
satisfied from tlie evidence and from the eondifion of the locality that 
such relief ouyht to lie driven we should tfianf it at oroe without :i f i \ 
hesitation Now, therefore, let us see what is the londifion of tlie 
area for which the relief is asked for b\ the llon’ble the Maharaja- 
dhirnja Ruhadur, 

The fl ood which swept o\er North Rental lias left behind a mass 
of wreckage. The flood in its mad career has carried awav everything 
before it Never withitt living memorv have the j»eople experienced 
•uich a devastating and bear Mending Men** I have ?io fwnxonal ex per i- 
ence of the have r wli ir Ji the flood has caused, but from what I have 
gathered it is quite clear that the people of the arw winch has been affec- 
ted by the flood are sufferif^ incredible miseries. The houses have been 

9 
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swept away, the roofs have been carried away, the stock of lice and 
other food-^iains has disappeaied. The plain and paddy-fields were 
converted into one vast sheet of water. Ihe cattle, poultry, and other 
domestic animals and birds are no more to be seen. In fact the 
entile aiea presents a desolate and dreary appearance. The people 
ha\e been rernboed homeless, (oveiless, and penniless. I bey have 
pot' no phiee when* to hide tin”! heads 01 a nmisel of food to cat oi a 
bundle of straw to teed then rattle. I think the rendition of the flood - 
Htneken an*a and ol the mh.ibitants is worse than that of the ateas of 
Fiance and Belpmrn whith had been devastated by the Germans. ^ et 
we find that the Hon’ble the Member in (haipe m oldei to alleviate the 
HuHeiinps of such untold magnitude has <lemanderl a tnffinp amount of 
Hs. .‘{0,00(1. 1 hep to submit that this small amount is ijinte inade- 

quate repaid heinp had to (he immeasurable miseries and the sufter- 
mps of this vast area which extends over tie* districts of Ra|shahi, 
liopra, Palma and Dinajpui 1 think that Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta 
bioupht forward his anieiidiiicnt in order to laise the disMi-simi ai d 
in niv opinion 1 h* has done vvrdl in pnintmp out tin- absolute inadequacy 
of tlie amount Under all these eii eumsf allies 1 hep to siip|H>rt the 
motion for the plant of R.s dO.OOO 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: In risinp to support this motion. 1 should 
like, with vour permission, to entei a strong piotest apamst tin* speech 
made bv Mr Suhiawaidv In that sp<*e< h lie used anv stuk hr* could 
find to bruit the ( iov er nment ; that is to s;iv. hr* r cpr esentrd that thr* 
oflicr'is of Government, meludnip thr* local ofliceis, were callous and t lint 
thc\ look no not w t* of thr* suffer nips of the people So. 1 wish, as the 
member who represents thr* local (diners of (vnvcnimcnt in this ( ouncil, 
to say that thr* nnputr*d motive is u delibei air* lie 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I must ask tin* member not to make 
use of an expression of that kind. Hr* should withdraw and substitute 
it by smut* other expulsion of a milder character. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: 1 withdraw that expression and I will say 
that those imputed motives wen* unjirue 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1> “untrue” parliamen- 
tary P 

Mr; PRESIDENT: I think that may be allowtnl to pass I thoupht, 
however, that Mr. Travers was poinp to say somethinp about fripid 
ami calculated. < LauphterA 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS ; You will see. Sir, that in .view of my posi- 
tion ns the representative of the local officers in this Council. I cannot 
let such remarks j>ass uncluillenped. It is well known, and vou have 
heard it yourself, what the members of the district in this Council 
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including Bubu Kishori Mohan Uhaudhuu have said about Mr. Reid, 
the Collector of the district, who did his duty in a most creditable 
manner. And 1 wish to associate myself with all that has been said 
in supporting the motion fi»r tlie grant. 

The* Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I am lather m*u\ that Rabu Indu liliushan Dutta did not 
speak « »ri the sublet t ; foi with due defcierxo to tin* nihng of the chair 
1 think the test of the gentlemen weie very near the bolder line 
of bringing in a geneial dis< ussnm on the ut b "t o »n of giatuitous ndief. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not quite. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADH IRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I bow to \ nin iulirg In tins < nimi'i t ion . ] think it 
would bo best fot me to ,»\onl a geiiei.d dismission to-day. in view of 
the hot that there ale no less thaii IS i<*so| ut ions on tin* agenda to- 
moMow, some of them *d I mno' irhitmg t<* tin* appointment of a 
lommittee. and otlieis (uvcimg ibis \ * t \ question, and 1 do not think 
that it would be light foi me ntliei In r\haiM m\ aigumelits to-da\ or 
to lrpe.it what 1 m.tv h.iv* to s, ( \ lo-mollow on the sulqtM I Rut l 
should like to pom? out to m\ inends, who have siippoited the giant 
whnh 1 have ;i-k< d ioi, th.it then* is .» *eif.mi amount of mis* oiirep- 
t loll as to what gratuitous iela*f means Gratuitous lellef is vet'V 
diffeieiit fioin what is eoiisideierl as mdinaM * hantable lelief Ulum- 
labb tel'ef inini.s, among its mat v turn lions, assistame in the leeon- 
st mi t ion of h a t - Now , in the one nf gi a t u 1 1 ous i el lef , it is onI\ given 
iri the shape of immediate lela-f to alle\ late distiess and subsequently 
of ie]ief to oiphatis, widows. ;t nd tin* infirm, who <annof be given nnv 
othei kind of i**]ief Well, Sn, m tins i nimn Imn, I know a gieaf deal 
of min mii has be* *n lexelled at me for m\ saving that Government is 
nmie or les^. a business (<uiiein, but instead of m\ taking up tin* time 
ot tin* fouioi] vvitb anv defem e on that point to-dav. ! wish to read out 
an i-vtiin t from tin* s|**erh deliveied bv tin* Hon’ble Su .lobn t'ummmg 
.it a meeting of tin* Bengal Legislative t'ouioil held on the Pith \ovem- 
b**i. i ! 1 1 *1 . in ( diiiiiM (mu with H"od i el lei I think that sums up evaetly 
what the flutv of Government is with leguid to griitmtous i**ln*f - 

The s*>< ond |*omt !*■ \ erv mqwutiint, narneJv . tin* ne*e«*it\ f r>r nil appreciation 
t>f the limit Jit ions on tin* exj* nditure hv (io\ eminent of money Indorsing to tin* 
Suit<-, mid her** w ** mast one rerours.* to pi in* ipl*.«* l/**t ns in the firht plaeo 

examine whether the relief of distress or* manned by a nut urn! mlamit* is eovered 
hv any of the objects for whnh eiviliw*! Stat**** are rnamt.nnecl We have the 
authority of John Stuart Mill that (Jm eminent m,a lake U|*«>n itself anv thing reallv 
important to the general interest; and we haw* a long range of authorities from 
Hob ha and Benthnm down to President Wilson of the present da> for the pro 
position that one of the min’strant duties of the State is the rare of the destitute 
H them* propositions be arrepted it has, in the *«*eond place to lie considered what 
limitations there are on Mirh expenditure, nam**h, on the expenditure of State 

9 A 
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ftinds for the relief of distress. Here we are dealing with the position in India. 
Fortunately, the whole question of the delimitation of expenditure on the relief of 
distress between State funds and private funds has been more clearly enunciated 
in India than in any western country For an examination of that principle #e 
need not go further back than 1878, when the correspondence between the 
Government of Ixud Lytton and the fiecrctary of State, who was then Lord 
tfrarlhrook, it was stated that Government is responsible, a* far as may be practi- 
cable, for the saving of life by all available means in its power. The same ‘prin- 
ciple had be'*» enunciated previously in Great Britain in the terms that every 
civilioed society finds it necessary to provide that no person shall perish for want 
of the bare necessaries of evstence. At the same time English authorities laid 
down a dear distinction between State relief and private charity. This principle 
was restated at the time of tiu great 1H9G-97 famine by the Government of india in 
the following words “ As we have said we accept as our own the responsibility 
for saving life. But life once secured, our responsibility to the afflicted (‘eases and 
bur responsibility to the tax-paying public begins. 

It is for thin responsibility of Government to the afflicted tlmt I 
link this grant of Us. MO, 000 for the needy and the destitute. Up till 
now we have s|>ent Its. 20,000 on this seoie and that is why in the 
departmental memorandum it was stated that the whole of the 
Its. M0, 000 might not he required for that particular kind of relief. It 
was not, however, put in in any sense of callousness on the part of Gov- 
ernment; but on the eulculutiolis of actual requirements that may lie 
iKwsible. 

With regard to the question as to why Government did not o[n*n an 
All-Bengal Fund for charitable relief, I shall reserve my remarks for 
to-morrow, when it will juohuhly lie commented upon by different 
speakers. I hojie, therefore, in view of mv explanation as to what 
gratuitous relief means, that this amount will be? voted without further 
discussion. 

The motion of Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta was then put and lost. 

The original demand that a sum of Ks. M0, 000 be granted under 
ihe head “ 4M. ~ -Famine Relief and Insurance ” for gratuitous relief, 
was then [Hit and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Tuesday, the 
21st November, 11)22, at the Town Hell, Calcutta. 
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Prwwdings #f tlm Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 


Thb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hull, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 21st November, 1922, ut «'l r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon'ble the President in the Chair, the four lion 'hie Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hoipblo Minister for Education and 
94 nominated and elected members. 


8 tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Culverts and bridges on Sara-8 i raj ganj Railway. 

•XX|V. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works lx> pleased 
to state whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
asking the authorities of the Kara-Sirajganj Railway to construct more 
culveits and bridges along tin* said line in places when* congestion of 
water generally takes place? 

(h) What is the average measurement of a culvert on the said 
i ail way ? 

fr) Is there any rule regarding the ojxmings which should \m 
made in a mile? 

(d) If so, has the rule been strictly followed on the Sam-Sirajganj 
Railway ? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. G. G. Dey)S (a) In regard to what are known as 
** accommodation M works, culverts, hridges, level crossings, etc., 

the Governor-General in Council, not this Government, has power under 
section 11 and the following sections of the Indian Railways Art, 1890, 
to requisition such works as he mav deride to lx* necessary. This 
Government can only invite the attention of the Government of India 
to their requirements. The question of drainage on this line of rail- 
way is about to bo investigated by a special officer appoin ted by the 
Railway Board, and the Government of Bengal will wait for big report 
before taking further action. 
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(b) The average measurement of a culvert depends on the span and 
(he height, und culverts are designed to meet the particular requirements 
of the locality. 

♦ ( c ) The number and size of openings which should be constructed 

in a mile depend on the numher and size of waterways or drainage 
lines Crossed by tie* r j. il way concerned and must obviously vary accord- 
ing to the nature of the country traversed. 

(d) In view of the answer to (c) above the question does not arise. 


Allotments for relief in flooded areas. 

•XXV. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the'Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the total sum sanctioned up to date by the Government for. the 
relief of the j>eople m the flooded areas; 

( 11 ) what amount has been allotted as “ grants ” and what as 
“ loans ” ; and 

(in) what are the terms under which the loans are being advanced? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE | (the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(i) and (?/) The following allotments have up to date been made by 
Government for the relief of distress in the flood-affected areas; — 

Grants for gratuitous relief —Its. 20,000. 

Grants for charitable relief — Rs. 00,000. 

Agricultural loans— Rs. 4,24,000. 

Another sum of Rs. 2 lukhs will be sanctioned for agricultural 
loans. 

4 

The grants for charitable relief include a sum of Rs. 54.000 given 
from charitable funds at the disposal of Government; the remaining 
Rs. 16,000 has been advanced by Government pending adjustment 
against charitable funds. 

(m) The member is referred to the rules in the Bengal Loans 
Manual, JJH8, in accordance with which the agricultural loans are 
be'.ug issued; the rate of interest lioing 6£ per cent, per annum. 


Appointments under Ministers. 

•XXVI. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of new 
appointments carrying a salary of Rs. 50 and upwards created and filled 
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‘up from tlm 1st February, 1921, to April, 1922, under the Ministers (save* 
and except the Minister of Education) mentioning their pay. the numes of 
the holders of such appointments and the date of such apjiointmentsP 

fb) Are there any such appointments created which have not yet 
been filled up? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Coodo): (/i) and (/>) Two state- 
ments giving the required information are laid on the Library tabic. 


8ilting up of the Brahmaputra. 

•XXVII. Mr, 8. M. BOSE: m) With reference to the answers to 
my previous questions on the subject, will the Hon' hie the Memlu'i in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation In* pleased to state what steps 
are lieing taken to improve the Rruhmnputra near the town of Mymcii- 
singh ? 

lh\ Ate the ( L*\ eminent considering the advisability of employ- 
ing one of the dredgers lately imported from England, for the purpose 
of excavating the river bed? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) The question 
of taking observations m connection with the silting up of the river is 
engaging the attention of thi<* dm eminent . An estimate for the 
observations has been called for from the local officers and is awaited. 

(h) The question does not yet aiise 


Report on the waterways of the 8ara-8irajganj Railway. 

•XXVIII. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in chaige of the Depui tment of Irrigation In* pleased to 
state whether the rejHirt regaidmg the sufficiency of the waterways on 
the Sara-Sirajganj Railway line has lieen examined by the Irrigation 
Department? 

(b) If so, when are the Uovernment going to publish the said 
report ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRA4A BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (<x) A rough preliminary report has been received and 
a detailed report is awaited. 

(b) The question does not arise. 
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Visit to the flooded area by the Hort’ble the Revenue Member. 

•XXIX. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge oi the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state the date on which he reached Santahar in connec- 
tion with the recent floods and visited the affected area and the date 
on which and the time at which he started for Darjeeling from Santahar? 

(b) For how many times after his first visit did he inspect the flood- 
stricken area, when did he so inspect, and what was the duration of his 
inspection each time? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) 1 arrived at Santahar on the morning ,x>f the 9th 
October, and left foi Darjeeling at 11-1 i\m. 

( h) Tt was not neeessan for me to inspect the area again, but on 
in v way down fiom Darjeeling I saw the local oiliceis again at Santahar 
and discussed the situation with them. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Clubs in Calcutta conducting lotteries. 

61. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) Will (he Ilon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Police Department la* pleased to state whethei he is aware that 
lotteries are conducted by various clubs in ('alcutta m connection with 
the Derby and St. Leger races run in England? 

(b) Have the Government any inhumation as to the names and the 
number of the clubs conducting such lotteries? 

(r) Are the clubs which conduct such lotteries exempt from the 
operation of section 294 A of the Indian Penal Code? 

(d) If so, what special conditions have to he met by clubs to obtain 
such exemption ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. H. L, 8 tep Henson) ; (a) to {d) I ail) aware that many clubs in 
Calcutta pun sweepstakes for their members in connection with the 
Derby ami St. la‘ger races. Government have no list of such clubs. In 
no case have Government authorised a lottery, and the clubs in question 
are not exempt from the ojierntion of section 294 A of the Indian Penal 
Pode. 


Lady Principal, Bathunc College. 

62. Bebu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
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whether it is a fact that Government intend to appoint a lady not in 
Government service as Principal of the Bethuue College? 

( b ) Is there any reason for appointing nn outsider in preference to 
the claims of the ladies already in the service of Government in the 
Education Department ? 

(c) Is the lion 'hie the Minister aware that there is a strong feeling 
amongst the public that the Principal of the Bethune College should be 
an Indian lady ? 

(d) Are the Government considering tin* advisability of appoint- 
ing an Indian lady-member of the Education Department as Principal 
of the Beth une College? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tM 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): („) and (b) The member is referred to the 
reply given to his question No. fib on this subject. 

(c) Government are not aware of any such feeling. • 

(d) The claims of Indian ladies already in service will l>o duly 
considered in filling up the vacancy. 


Improvements of cotton cultivation. 

63. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURYl (a) Will the 

Hon’ hie the Minister in chaige of the Depuitment of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to In v on tin* table a statement showing, district 
by district, the area of land put under cultivation for the growth of 
cotton in IJt^l ? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to stale whether there 
has been any addition to sin h cntton-giowing soil in 1th??? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
any steps for the improvement of cotton plantation in Bengal? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of ACRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan): («) and (b) A state- 
ment furnishing the information i.^ laid oil the Librarv table. 

(r) The member is referred to the answer to the starred question 
No. XXX asked by Babu Nalini Nath ltov at the meeting of the Bengal 
legislative Couneil held on the 3rd -I illy, 11122. 


Union boards. 

64. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURM W ill the ITon’blt the 

Minister i.n charge of the DejKirtment of J/oeal Self-Government lie 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the area in square miles in which union boards under the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act have been established; 
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(it) the percentage of such area to the total area of the district; and 
(ni) the number of union commit tees under the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act in each district which have been replaced by union 
boards under the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 
(Bengal Act V of 1919)? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Transfer of pounds to the management of union boards. 

65. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Dejnirt merit of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether the task of the supervision of jKmnds and their income 
has been tiansfcried to union hoards; 

(it) if the answer to (i) is in the atiii rnati ve, the number of union 
hoards, naming their different distiicts, to which it lias been 
transferred; and 

(in) if the answer to (?) is in the negathe, what is the reason for 
it not being transferred? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (?) The management of pounds, with their 
income, has Ihhmi oi nil] be transferred to union hoards in all districts 
in which* union hoards have been formed except in the district of 
Noakhali. 

(ir) and (???) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

Indebtedness of tenants in Pabna district. 

66. 8HAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: (n) Is the lion hie the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that mahajnus are much in evidence in most, of the villages of 
the district of Bahtin ? f 

(b) Is the Hon* hie the Minister also aware that one of the causes 
of the decrease in the population of the district is the ever-increasing 
indebtedness of the tenants? 

(r) Will the 11 on* hie the Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement, showing — 

(t) the number of villages in the district of Palma; and 
(it) the number of co-operative societies so far formed there? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: («) The Government have no reason to 
doubt that rmihajans are much in evidence in most of the villages in the 
district of Pabna. . 
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(6) Government have no information to this effect. 
( c ) (i) There are 2,537 villages in the district. 

(**) The number of co-operative societies is 527. 


Pay and prospects of veterinary offloers. 

67. «abu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdl : Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether any final decision has been 
arrived at as regards the pay and prospects of officers serving in the 
Veterinary Department ? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: No final d<M*isiou has been arrived at. 


Expenditure on anti-malarial campaigns.. 

88. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Will the 
llon'ble the Minister in charge of the Dejnirtinent of Local Self-Govern- 
ment 1 m» pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the amount 
that has lw*en spent, since he came into otfiee, on ant i-malarial campaigns 
m each subdivision of the Presidency, arranging them in distinct 
groups, one under East Bengal and another under West Bengal? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: T wo statements showing (he expenditure 
during 1921-22 are laid on the table. Figures for each subdivision are 
not available. 


Statement referred to tn the reply to question X o. bS, showing the 
expenditure incurred hy (iovemwent for the distribution of t/uinme 
to districts during the year lf/21-22. 


West Bengal. 



Ks. 

Burdwan 

7,725 

Birbhum 

2,532 

Bankura 

1.086 

Midnapur 

2,767 

Hooghly 

... 4,794 

Howrah 

544 

24-Parganas 

... 5,828 

Nadia . 

5,080 

Murshidahad 

... 3,760 

J essore 

... 2,820 

Khulna 

... 3,102 
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East Bangal. 

Ks. 

Rajshahi 


... 1,833 

Dinajpur 


... 2,068 

Julpuiguri 


... 1,268 

Darjeeling 


517 

llangpur 


4,27* 

Bogra 


... 1,974 

Palma 


... 1,268 

Malda 


... 1,880 

Dacca 


... 1,457 

Mymensingh 


... 1^74 

Farid pur 


... 1,698 

Bakarganj 


... 1,692 

Chittagong 


... 1,739 

N oak hull 


... 1,175 

Tippera 


... 1,175 

Chittagong Hill 

Truota 

376 


Total 

... 66,909 


Statement referred to in the reply to question No. 68, showing the 
expenditure on anti-malarial work, during 1921-22. 


I.— East Bengal. 



Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Establishment <4iarges 

5,284 

0 

0 

Contingent charges 

200 

0 

0 


6,484 

0 

0 

II.— West Bengal. 




(a) General — 




Establishment charges 

13.480 

14 

0 

Contingent charges 

400 

0 

0 


13,880 

14 

0 
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(b) Si t L. Rogers* Scheme — 

Establishment charges 
Contingent charges 


(c) Anti-malarial scheme** at Meenglas, 
Singarun-Toposi, Banka Valley ami 
Jangipur — 

Establishment charges (1,071 4 5 

Cu'utingent churges 1,000 () 0 


7,071 I n 


Ha A* P , 

1,800 0 0 
nil 

1 ,800 0 0 


(tl) Staff employed for the investigation of 
certain anti-malarial projects m the 
Presidency — 

Establishment charges 12,-120 0 0 

Contingent changes . . 1,810 0 0 

18,730 0 0 


(e) Calcutta Suburban Malaria Survey — 

Establishment charges ... 22,770 0 0 

Contingency . . 5,000 0 0 


27,770 0 0 
Grand Total .. 70,042 2 6 


Income from new Uxee. 

60. Mr. 0UOYPROSAD SINCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’bie the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the revenue derived from the three hew 
taxes with compajative figures of the previous year? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of raising a 
loafl at present for sanitation or to meet the capital expenditure of the 
Public Works Department P 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the HovPble 
Mr. «l. Donald): (a) The figures so far as available are given below: — 

Rs. 

42,76,915 


49,66,812 


Increase 6,89,896 

Receipts under the Court-fees Act, 1870, for 1,05,18,608 

1921-22 up to the 81st October, 1921. 

Receipts under the Court-fees Act, 1870, as 1,12.98,851 

modified by the Bengal Court -fees 
(Amendment) Act, 1922, for 1922-28 up 
to the 81st October, 1922. 

Increase 7.80,248 

Receipts under the Bengal Amusements 1,08,500 

Tax Art, 1922, for 1922-28 up to the 8Kt 
October, 1922. 

There was no similar Art in force in 1921-22 

(h) The question of raising a loan to meet capital expenditure on 
public works is now under the consideration of Government. 

Distribution of travelling allowance grants by districts. 

70. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the IXqvartnient of Finance lie pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that some 10 or 12 years ago these was a system in 
vogue of making allotments of travelling allowances, district by district, 
and of placing the same in the hands of the district officers for the 
travelling of Government officials? 

(b) What were the circumstances or reasons which led Government 
to nbolish that system ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. d. DONALD: (a) and (b) The system of distri- 
bution of travelling allowance grants bv districts was discontinued in 
1912 when this item was provincialised. The old system necessitated 


Receipts under the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, 
as modified by India Acts up to the 1st 
August, 1921, for 1921-22 up to the 81st 
Oetobei, 1921. 

Receipts undei the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, 
as further modified by the Bengal Stain]) 
(Amendment) Act, 1922, for 1922-28 up 
to the 81st October, 1922. 
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frequent applications for extra grants from local officers and the saving 
in correspondence effected by the change was considered to outweigh 
any advantage in the control of allotments formerly exercised by 
Government. 


Alleged kidnapping by Calcutta Goondas. 

71. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: (,o Will the Ilon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the ('alentta Goondas have, of late, begun kidnni*- 
jniig little children tiorn roadsides for ulterior objects!* 

( b) Have the Government taken an> steps to ascertain the correctness 
or otherwise of this allegation ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the atlirnuitive, have the Government 
ascertained how many bo\s, up till now. have been kidnaj>{H*d by the 
(ioomlas and how many ot them have been rescued by the jxdico from the 
clutches of the Goondas!' 

(<i) What action, if an\ . have the Goveriiment taken or propose to 
take to suppress the jx'st of Goomlaisin in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (<i), (b) and (r) Govern- 
merit have made inquiries The allegation is reported to he without 
foundation. 

fd) Attention is invited to the answer given to sturred question 
AO XI asked b\ Mr Tant Hhwsan Hoy during the August session of 
the Council arid also to the Goondas Hill published m Pait IV of the 
(\ilcutta (iazettr of 1st November, l!K? 4 d. 


Education schemes on Council resolutions. 

72. Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEEO SUHRAWARDY : (a) Will the 
Hon’ bit* the Minister in charge of the Department of Education 1 h* 
pleased to lay on the table a list of the schemes in the Department of 
Education referred to in resolutions earned or accepted by the present 
Council with the approximate cost for each ? 

(b) Of these schemes, how many and which have been given effect 
to and the extent to which they have been given effect to? 

(r) How many and which of these schemes have been held up for 
want of funds? 

(d) How many and which of these schemes do the Government 
not propose to adeept? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) to (d) A statement is laid 
on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No . 72. 

The following resolutions were moved and carried in the Bengal 
Legislative Council during 1921-22: — 

(1) Itai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved a resolution that 
steps be taken for preparing a scheme for the furtherance of vocational 
education and that practical effect be given to it as early as possible. 

A Committee was, by Resolution No. 1JW1, dated Gtk July, 1922, 
np|K)inted to consider the question. The Committee has submitted an 
ad interim rejKirt and is under the consideration of the Director of 
Public Instruction. 

(2) Balm Jatindra Nath Basil moved a resolution regarding the 
election of Fellows of tin* Calcutta University. 

The resolution in an amended form was earned in the Council and 
a Bill is under preparation to give effect to it. 

(«'J) Rai Jogendra ('bunder (those Bahadur moved a resolution that 
the formation of a Board of Education for the «ui»erintendonce of 
secondary schools, general and vocational, be earned out without delay 
and that, if necessary, legislation l>e undertaken for carrying out tin* 
object. 

A Bill is under preparation in accordance with the above resolution. 

(4) Balm Rishindra Nath Sarkar moved a resolution that a com- 
mit too consisting of two financial experts and two members of the 
Senate and three non-official members of the Council be appointed to 
inquire into and report on the general working of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, in particular its financial administration and recommend such 
urgent measures or reforms as may he necessary. 

The resolution was carried in the Council. The Calcutta Univer- 
sity has submitted their views on it and the question is now under con- 
sideration of Government. 

( M Rai Dr. HaridhaiUDutt Bahadur moved a resolution on liehalf 
of Dr. J. N. Moitra to the effect that the present age restriction of the 
Calcutta Universiy for appearing at the Matriculation examination be 
immediately removed. 

The resolution was carried in the Council and Government have 
forwarded a copy of the proceedings to the Calcutta University request- 
ing to be favoured with their views. 

((D Shah Syed Emdadul Haq moved a resolution that immediate 
steps he taken to introduce rharka and hand-spinning in every aided 
and recognised institution. After discussion an amended motion was 
agreed to. This motion was that schools of anv class wishing and able 
to introduce into their curriculum satisfactory couraes in charka and 
hand-spinning shall be permitted to do so. 

A copv of the resolution has been forwarded to the Director of 
Public Instruction, Bengal, for information and necessary action. 
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Mtievnant operations in the flood-afftoltd area of Bogra district, 

73. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI : 

Will the Hon ble the Member in charge of tht* Dejmrtment of Revenue 
(Land Revenue) l>e pleased to say whether the Government are con- 
sidering the desirability of stopping, for this year, the Settlement Opera- 
t in n h in the 400 square miles in the western side of the Bngrn district 
where a large number of the people are at present homeless? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: It has 1 mm*ii decided that settlement work in this area 
should he jKistjKmed to the end of .lanuarv There is, however, a little 
work proceeding on the fringe of the affected area, but it is understood 
that the inhabitants do not object. 


Drainage system in oertain parts of Pabna. 

74. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: <„> Is the lion ble the 
Member in charge of the Depai t m»*nt of Irrigation aware Ihat the cul- 
tivation of certain arable paits of the thanas Atghaim, Sara and (’hat- 
mohar in the district of Rahim is being retaided for the* want of a ]uo- 
)»er drainage system? 

(h) \\ hat action, if an\. arc* the* (iovernmetil taking in this matter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN i ui ) Government have no information. 

< > The question does not arise 

North Bengal floods. 

75. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA : (,G Will the TWble the 
Mc»mber in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 1 m* 
pleaded to state — 

(i) whether he is aware that Sir Bradford Leslie has stated that 

the recent floods have* no connection with the railway lines 
in North Bengal ; 

(n) whether it is a fact that during the recent floods in North 
Bengal water King on one side of the* railway lines was 
not of the same level a** the wafer on the other side; 

(ut) whether it is also a fact that the flood of 1918 also showed 
similar phenomena? 

(b) If so, an 5 * the Government considering the desirability of draw- 
ing the attention of Sir Bradford I^eslie to this? 

(e) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to make an inquiry 
into the matter of oft-recurring floods, in North Bengal during recent 
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yearn by a Committee of Experts, both officials and non-officials, and to 
devise ways and means to prevent such recurrence? 


The Hoit’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i), («) and On) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(r) The member is leferred to the replies to starred questions 
No. XVI (r) and (d) asked In JJabu Kanindralal l)e. 


Alleged differential treatment in the matter of licenses for fire* 
works of Indian and foreign makes, r 

76. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: On Will the Ilon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Comnieice be pleased to state 
whefhei it is a fact that, m Calcutta, the dealers and manufacturers 
of small indigenous fire-works, such as. c rackers, squibs, etc , are com- 
jsdled to take* out a license, while the dealeis and imjKirter* of similar 
articles of foreign make enjoy exemption hom such license v 
( h ) What are the reasons foi this differential treatment ? 

(c) Are the (ioxernnieiil considering the desirability of putting a 
stop to tins differential treatment? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): (✓/), {b) and ( t ) No such differential treat- 
ment exists. The membei is leferred to rules 11 On, JL*. -‘Id and 
.17 of the Indian Explosives Rules, lit It. 


NON-OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 


* 

Motion for Amendment of the Standing Orders. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): I tail on 
IVolessm S C. Mukherji to mo\e his hist two motions asking for leave 
to amend Standing Orders Nos. (i and 7 (set turns Iff and 20). 

1 would point out that Shall Syed Emdadul Haq has an identical 
motion' to the first motion of the Professor, but under section 40 
(Standing Order X\) his motion will be deemed to be withdrawn. 

Professor S. C. MUKHERJI: With your permission, 1 beg leave of 
the Council to move the following amendments of Standing Orders. At 
the end of Standing Order (i (O, section Iff (/). the following shall be 
added, xis;., lt except in the case of resolutions of which members have 
indicated their first priority and which remain undisposed of at the end 
of a session, such resolutions shall, unless withdrawn in the meantime, 
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be carried over to the next session ami shall , together with any amend- 
ments thereto of which notice has lieen given, lie set down for discussion 
for such date or dates available for non-official business in the ordinary 
course of time and shall be given precedence to the resolutions to bo 
balloted for for that session. 

After the words “ from time to time " in the Standing Order 7 (2), 
section 22, the following shall l>e added, n:.. “ except as provided in 
sub-section l, of Standing Order ti." The amendment of Standing 
Order 12 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Onh the first two, please. You can move the 
other two la^er on. 

Professor 8 . C. MUKHERJI : Aecoidmg to the system now in vogue, 
those resolutions of winch membei s have indicuted theii tiist priority are 
balloted for, but at the end of the session all the »nplispos«sl of 
fiist pnoritv resolutions lapse At the next session those resolutions 
are put into the melting pot along with othei first prim it x resolutions 
and mux go to the bottom again, and in this way a member ma\ never 
get a (hanee of moving Ins resolution however important it max !*• 
And that is aetuallv tin* case now Take No Mi h\ Mailiri 
A K. Fazl-ul Haq. No >1 bv Mr. Stalk, No. o.X b\ Babu Satisl. 
riiandia Mukhaiji, No fit » bv Mr .1 ('amphcll |« arrester. No 97 bv 
Hai logemlia ('bunder (those Malcolm 1 have onlv mentioned just 
a few; there are other resolutions also. Here are most impoitant 
resolutions which are hanging fire foi months together, and jf the pie- 
sent system continues, these gentlemen mux never get a chance 
According to the present svstem, one member max get a dozen oIihihvm, 
another member not even one This is surely unfan and unjust 
According to m\ amendment the undi-jHwed of first pnoiilx resolutions 
of one session will take precedent e at the next session and tins secures 
a fair chance to oven member. There is anothei big advantage. The 
('ouneil will have the most imfrortant resolutions taken up all the time 
Before sending m nnv resolution, memlrers will pause twice arid think 
of the importance of the resolutions, and thev will think it their dut\ 
only to semi in notice of those resolutions which are of real imjMirtance 
to the muntrv and to the people. With these lew* remarks I bog to 
move amendments Nos. 1 and 2 which are consequential thereto. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Professor S. C. Mukherji lius asked leave to move 
the following two amendment*: — 

AHfc.NDME.NT OF STANDING ORDKH <> (I) f SfcCTION 19 (7)]. 

“ At the end of Standing Order P> {/) [section 19 (7) j the follow- 
ing shall lie added, viz. : — 

‘ except in the case of resolutions on which members have indicated 
their first priority, and which remain undisposed of at the end of a 
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mess ion. Such resolutions shall, unless withdrawn in the meantime, 
4 be carried over to the next session and shall, together with any amend- 
ments thereto of which notice has been given, be set down for discus- 
sion for such day or days available for non-official business in the order 
in which they stand and shall be given precedence to the resolutions 
to Iw balloted for for that session.’ ” 

Amendment of Standing Order 7 ( 2 ) [section 20 ( 2 )]. 

t( After the words 4 from time to time ’ in Standing Order 7 ( 2 ) 

[ section 20 ( 2 ) ), tin* following shall be added, viz. : — 

‘ except as provided in sub-section ( 1 ) of Standing Order 6.’ ” 

The member asks for leave. Is there any objection to leave being 
granted ? 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I object. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: I object. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Objection has been taken. Will those members 
who sup|>ort please rise m then places? 

[More than thirty members rose m support.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The requisite number having stood up, the mem- 
ber has the leave of the House and Ids motions will stand referred to a 
Select Committee in accordance with section 100, Standing Order (>1. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : I now call upon Professor S. 0. Mukherji to ask 
the leave of the House to mo\e the other two lesolutions which stand 
in his name. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: 1 now move an amendment of 
Standing Order 12, section 24, and — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think it will be better if you move the third 
now, and then move the last one by itsMf. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: At the end of Standing Order No. 12, 
section 24, the following shall he added : 

“ Prowled also that no member shall, unless he has obtained the 
special |x»rmission of the President, be permitted to send in notice of 
more than 10 questions during one session of the Council ” 

In this amendment. Sir. I have moved that no mem tier should sen 1 
in notice of more than lit questions. In the present session, notice of 
310 questions has been given, of which 120 have come from one member 
alone. These 120 were in time; there were 65 more which were out ef 
time. If they had been received in time he would have had 185 ques- 
tions in his name. Government departments all over the province are 
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occupied with the task of answering questions. What is the result? 
(Questions are not properly answered, important Hills are not forthcom- 
ing; solid work is not Wing done, and this leads to public discontent. It 
is high time that we should set our House in ordeK I have not suggested 
anything which can by any manner or means W regarded as curtail- 
ment of popular rights. My amendment, on the other hand, if finally 
given effect to, will ensure a most fair and legitimate exercise of such 
rights. With these few remarks I Wg to move this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Professor S C Mukherji has moved that at the 
end of Standing Order No. 12 (section 20, the following shall W 
added, viz. :■%- 

“ Provided also that no memWr shall, unless he has obtained the 
sjH*cial permission of the President, W permitted to send in notice of 
more than 10 questions during one session of the Council.’*. 

It is necessary that the Professsor do obtain the leave of the Council. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I object. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the **e members who NupjKirt, pleuse rise in 
their places? 

[More than thirty memWrs rose in supjv»rt. ] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The member lias the leave of the House His 
motion will, therefore, •'land leferred to a Select Committee m accord- 
ance with section 100, Standing ( Irdci 01. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will Professor Mukherji now move the last 
motion that stands m Ins name? 

Professor S. C. MUKHERJI: 1 move an amendment of Standing 
Order Gd (section 7(0 After Standing Order G‘l (section 70). the 
following shall he added, viz : — 

“ Provided also that no memWr shall, unless he has obtained the 
s|M*( ial ]mt in issioii of the President, 1 m* jiermitted to send in notice of 
more than three resolutions during one session of the Count il.” 

In this amendment I have suggested three. J consoler this to l>e 
ample. It is simply ridiculous that one member of the Council should 
send in something like f>0 resolutions. On this very list one memWr 
alone has put in 4G resolutions — one-fourth of the total mitnWr of 
resolutions on the list. Surely we do not wish that one member should 
monopolise the whole time of the Council. We want to give a fair 
chance to every memWr. His Excellency the Governor wants this 
Council to be a model Council. This means we must he thoroughly 
businesslike. We shall lose the confidence and re»i**ct of the public 
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if we degrade thi« Council into a debating club. A large number of 
resolutions meant* waste of public time and energy and waste of public 
money too. With these few remarks I beg to move this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Professor S. (\ Mukherji has moved that after 
Standing Order 03 (section 70), the following shall be added, viz.: — 

“ Provided also that no member shall, unless he has obtained the 
Hpeciul jK*rmission of the President, be j>erinitted to send in notice 
of more than three resolutions during one session of tin* Council.” 

Does any member object to the leave of the Council beinft given? 

Mr. PRESIDENT l No objection being raised, the member has the 
leave of the House, and his motion will stand lefened to a Select 
Committee in accordance with section 1(H), Standing Order til. 


Amendment of the Bengal Village 8etf- Government Act. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved for leave to introduce a Rill 
to amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1010 

lit' spoke in Bengali in supjKut of his motion, a translation of his 
hjieech is as follows: — 

The Bengal Village Self-Government Ac! was passed in 1 5*1 5#. Some 
of the members might he taken aback at the idea of the amendment of 
an Act within so short a s|>nce When tin* Bill was passed into law\ 
things weie not what they seem now Cncunislalices have since 
changed, and we must keep pace with them 

It is eminently desirable that for the words “ Distiict Magistrate,” 
in clauses 2 and It), the words “ (’hail man of the District Board, in 
consultation with the District* Magistrate or a jierson authorised by 
him ” should be substituted. The Magistrate of a district is almost 
invariably u Kurojieun, and he cannot, therefore, be fully cognisant of 
the local conditions It is tiue theie ait* certain Indian magistrates, 
but generally shaking, they are so limited that I think it is always 
ln'tter to give a wider scojie to the distnet hoards in this regard. As 
regards clause 3, l have suggested the insertion of two provisos at 
the end of chiuse of sub-section (1) of the existing Act. An 

opportunity should be afforded to the president or vice-president of a 
union board, who is removed from office under setcion 10, to explain 
the charges preferred against him. He should meet any charges that 
might have l»ecu brought ngainst him and should have a right of 
appeal to the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of Ijocal Self-Government. 
So far as clause 4 is concerned, I think, the magistrate should have 
an advisory board in dealing with matters under section 21 of the 
existing Act. The Ixmrd should lie composed of members elected, one 
fnroii em*k thana nr ten or more union boards whichever is deemed 
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proper. It is hardly necessary for me to enter into details here. The 
reason is obvious. In regard to clause 5, 1 think section *7 should 
include the removal of the plague of the wnter-hvaciuth, and this should 
be made more specific in the Act. As to clause t>. it is very desiiuhle 
that the services of the kabtrajn *, hakims and hoimroputhic practi- 
tioners should be provided for in the Act. In clause 7. juovision is 
made for the removal of officers and sen ants b\ union bouids and for 
giving such officers and servants the right of appeal to the district 
board. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must bring youi remarks to a close, Shah 
Sahib. Yo*i lui\e had your ten minutes. The next sentence must he* 
the last one. 

The Shah Sahih. however, continued shaking although as In* mud 
the President had given him “ a warning 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It was something more than a warning; it was 
a suggestion that \ou should s|x*ak one sentence mole and sit down I 
think \ oil lutvc said all that is necessary You ha\e had \oui t <*n 
minutes I think \ou ha\e said all that \ou wanted to mi\. 

Shah Sved Kmdadul Ila<| has moved for leave to intiodun* a Hill 
to amend the Hengal Village Self-Gnvei nineiit A < t , 1 1 ll ? * Doe *, any 
member object to leave being given?' 

Rai MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 object and I 

want to vjH-ak a few words 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You can make a statement, but it must be vers 
brief. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: ! beg to opjose 
the Hill. It is a jxvrtial improvement on the old Art It is necessary 
that there should he a full lmjuirv on the subject and the suggestions 
which have Wen made m the Hill are not, in my humble opinion, 
satisfactory . 1 notice. Sir. that there* have 1mm*!! several resolutions in 

this session for the appointment of a committee regarding amendments 
of the old Act. My humble submission to the Council is that this 
Bill should not Ik* |*assed at the present stage as further information 
is wanted, full discussion is to be made, and then the Hill is to W put 
Wfore the Council. It is unnecessary to go into tin* details at jrrrHent, 
but I should onlv point out to the Council the subject of thin appropria- 
tion of the road cess for the benefit of the unions. Now if this amount 
is taken from the district board, the district board will W non-ex jst* 
ing. There should also W corresponding improvements in the Bengal 
local Self-Government Act; unless that Art W taken into considera- 
tion along w ith the present Bill, there will Ik* an anomaly in the adminia- 

± a: _ _ ^ t al. j: _a l a t nm ai_ • ...ii 
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suggestion which has been made in the Bill, which appears to me to 
l>e extraordinary, namely, that, certain officers who have been appointed 
under the Act and who have certain powers to deaJ with are considered 
to he jierNons who have no powers to deal with certain functions which 
have not been provided in the Act. These [lowers would be considered 
an anomaly again. (tom# into details it will he noticed by the Council 
that the vice-president is to he removed by two-thirds of the members 
of the union hoard and a suggestion is made in the Bill that this is 
to lie referred to the Hon’ hie the Minister in charge. This, in my 
opinion, is an attack on the principles of local self-government and then 
the members of the union hoard will he considered persons who cannot 
deal with their own affairs. There are many other details* winch I do 
not wish to bring to the notice of the Council, because 1 have a limited 
time at my disposal, hut a casual [>erusal of the Bill show's that an 
attempt lias been made to improve on certain matters neglecting others 
which are of greater imjKiitance than what are indicated in the Bill. 1 
therefore, Sir, ask the [Mumission of the Council to npfiose tins Bill. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : The Council \vi y Ll now take the resolutions 
printed m the appendix to the list of business. 

There are 18 resolutions with regard to the recent floods in Bengal. 
I projxise first to call on Babij Detx'iulra Lai Khan to speak. I intend 
to res|K‘ot the fortune of the ballot. Then Rai Kadha Oharan Pal 
Bahadur will lx* called upon, and then Shah Syed Enuladul Hoq, Babu 
Debi Prosad Khaitan and then Babu lndu Bhushan Dutta with his 
amendment, Babu Kishon Mohan Chaudhun, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
IfnfiKur Hahman Chaudhun and two others standing in the name of 
Babu I ntlu Bhushan Dutta. and then Hai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur. Tlwe remaining resolutions will he deemed to be withdrawn 
as they are fully covered by these resolutions. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
I refer to the resolution standing in my name, and I submit that it it 
not covered by the other resolutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I think the Kumar Sahib will find that ail he 
wants done under the resolution standing in his name ig covered by one 
ol the resolutions standing in the name of Babu lndu Bhushan Dutta. 
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Kmrnr 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I point out timt 
under your ruling Balm Imlu Bhushan Dutta will have three motions 
in hia name and one member cannot move three amendments? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already crowded for that contingency. 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta will move his first amendment. He will at 
the same time be called upon to make one compreheiisiv e s|H*ech cover- 
ing his other two resolutions. He will not hi* jiermitted to make three 
sjieeches. He will make onh one speech. So that jniint is quite 
covered. 


Withdrawal of resolution. 

The following resolution which stood m the name of Babu Dcbendru 
Lai Khan was, m the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ This ('owned lecotnmcnds to the Government that a representa- 
tive conference ol Bengal zammdais and other non-otliciaj exjerts lie 
at once enlivened for dismissing the question of the chronic state of 
floods in Bengal and to suggest remedies.” 

North Bengal hoods. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 1 heg to move that thijs 

Coumil ieconmiends to the (iovernment that a tommillee of oflieials 
and non-ofhcials he apjswnted to inqune into the i aumvs of floods in 
Xmth Bengal and to ascertain the extent of damage done to imps and 
properties and loss of lives m the trait of the country affected hv the 
flood and the measures taken to alleviate the misen and distress caused 
to the jvople and what furthei steps should be taken for that pur] tone 
and also what measures should l>e taken to prevent or minimise the 
flooding of the areas watered by the rivers in the Presidency of Bengal. 

It is needless for me to give a lengthy narration of the devastation 
caused by the flood in Northern Bengal. It is well-known to tin* Gov- 
e mi merit as well as to the members of this ('owned and to all olheis. 
Suffice it to sav that the area has Wn practically devastated according 
to the opinion of one who is not a member of our community, but a Euro- 
pean gentleman, who has taken ujsm himself the philanthropic task of 
visiting all the places and working for the alleviation of the distress in 

the tract T mean Mr. Trotter. He says that the area resembles Northern 

France and Belgium. Therefore T believe the gravity of the situation 
is full v realized by the Government, while public opinion on this mutter 
is almost unanimous that it is largely due to the obstructions caused 
by railway embankments which have been run throughout the country, 
block it nr the natural waterways of the land. In this connection, I find 
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a committee to inquiie into the question of the railway embankments 
and whether sufficient waterways have been provided or should be pro- 
vided with a view to averting such calamities in future. Although I 
am grateful to the Government for taking that step in response to 
public .opinion, J may lie permitted to mention one fact, namely, that 
the (io\einment machinery seems to move rather too slowly nowadays. 
It was in 1921, or some time l»efore that after the flood in 1918, 
that the people inhabiting the locality which has l>een worst affected, 
tiameh, Adamdighi, presented a memorial to the Agent, Eastern Bengal 
Railwax, thioiigli the Collector of the district for sufficient waterways, 
bridges, and culverts to be provided at that place. The reply of the 
Managei or the Agent of the Railway Company, which lifts l>een pub- 
lished in to-dax’s newspaper, shows that he did not consider that these 
were necessai v because in his opinion there was no obstruction of natural 
drainage in that s|x>t . As fate would have it. and if is an irony of fate 
indeed, that is exactly the s]»ot which has been baldest bit b\ the 
recent flood However, 1 am glad to find that this matter will be taken 
up by the committee which the Government promises to appoint. But 
ut the same time 1 think that the distress, the misery, and the untold 
sufferings, which Lave been caused to the people in Northern Bengal by 
the obstruction of the waterways are factor* which must be laid at the 
doors of the inilxxux authorities, and 1 am informed that in tin* mallei 
the voire of the fteople is unanimous in demanding from the Government 
sufficient repaiation foi the injury and damage done to the people 
Bailwaxs an 1 not within the jurisdiction of a local Go\ernment The\ 
are controlled b\ tin* (Vntial Government of India, which derive* the 
revenues from the railways; and 1 think it it i* found aftei in\e*tiga- 
tion as it lias been ascertained on non-official inquin , wludi, I Iiojh* 
will be borne out h\ official i txj u i r \ - that the distress was cau*ed b\ 
the railwax embankments and for want of sufficient bridges, waterways, 
and ewheits, this Council thmugh our Government should approach tie* 
Government of India for* sufficient reparation to the poor jieople of that 
part of the country In fact it has Immmi suggested bv an eminent law- 
yer a memhci of our communitx representing a part of Bengal in tin* 
lnijK'rial Assembly — I mean Mr .1. Chowdhury — that a case can be made 
out against the Secretaiy of State for damages on behalf of the affected 
|H'o|)h* . SHr, the feeling very reasonably runs high and I believe that 
in this matter one exacts the Government to act much more svmpathe- 
tieallx I liaxe used these w*ords for the reason that although we are 
supposed to have entered an era of Reformed Government. I yet see the 
phantom of the old bureaucratic regime still lingering in the hori- 
"Von. This committee is not only to go into thef question of obstruc- 
tion caused bv the railway embankment but also should examine the 
other question, f.e., the extent of damages done, the extent of miseries 
and distress, the amount of relief that has been given and that is still 
required to be given, and all questions relative to the flood and the 
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havoc caused thereby . That is the pm |K>rt and substance of m\ reso- 
lution. I do not know if that resolution will meet with favourable 
response from the Government, but 1 may say this at once that in these 
days when the echo of noii-co-n)>erntion is fading away and 1 hop* it 
will before long 1 melt away completely, the Government should not stand 
aloof and rion-co-oirerate with the people. We know very well what 
eagerness and effort aie being shown by the jveople to co-opMutc with 
Government m the matter of relief woik in the flooded trait, and 1 
am glad to find that this has been recognized and urknowledged b\ His 
Excellency tin* Goieinoi himself. I believe it would be quite in kipp- 
ing with the fitness of things if an inquiry into the extent of damage 
'done and th^ extent of distress caused and tin* measures taken and should 
lie further taken is also initiated by ( rover miient , and a committee of 
officials and non-officials is also apj*>inted. 1 do not know’ the jwrsonnel 
of the committee flint will be* apfrointed to go into the railway ques- 
tion. 1 lioj h* I am wrong, but 1 fear it will contain only exports We 
know very well that the tcim “ experts ” contains a dubious meaning. 
If it is composed entirely of exjrerts, the inquiry max be confined to 
men connected with the railw.iv Hut 1 think in these daxs of popular 
(b xerniiKMif it is iHM-essarx to have laxinen m the committee who an* 
conversant with popular wants m that pait of the country, and 1 am sine 
then serviies yy 1 1 1 be of great benefit t < ► the country I think, there- 
fore, that the Goyernment would do well to an ept the resolution which 
1 ha \ e tin* honour to place before the House 

Before I sit down I ought to acknowledge puhlnlx oil heliall of 
nix count i x men the splendid scrxues tliat liaxe been rendered h\ the 
non-official ageiicres heaihil by Sir I’ C Roy and others hi that tract 
Sir, a young man, a brilliant gem of the I'm versify, who 
came out with fix i ng colours at the competitive examination of the 
Indian Givil Service* in England lias devoted his liest energies 
to the services of his suffering fellow-countrymen in that part 
of the* counfi \ Those who have gone* over that trac t, those who haxc* 
seen the* miseries of our count rv men their, an* all struck bv the self- 
suerifiring work that lie is earning on in the* teeth of ail difficulties 
At the same time I think T should he wanting in my duty if I do not 
acknowledge the* work that is firing clone fix the Government officers 
in this connection, notahlv by the* Collectors of Jiogra and Uajshuhi. 
1 have asked for tin* appointment of a committee not merely to go into 
the question of railways hut also into the question of damages done* and 
to the extent of distress and the* adequacy or inadequacy* of relief that is 
now being given by this Government and bv the non-official agencies and 
other cognate matters relating to the flood, for these* reasons specially 
because it is well-known that a circ ular letter, which has been published 
by the Collector of Baishahi. emphasises the fact that Government relief 
is not adequate, and further the* Collector has appealed for more non- 
official beln in this work That shows that there is need and scone for 



144 


NORTH BENGAL FLOODS. 


[21st Nov. 


co-oj>eration between (he Government and the people, and I am sure 
that thin inquiry, if it is conducted by mixed committees of officials 
and non-officials, will lie such as to inspire public confidence and also to 
stimulate public co-operation, and public philanthropy and to enable 
tin' public to know the extent of the distress caused and the amount of 
relief that is still necessary. I have nothing* more to say. May I 
hoj>e that this resolution will commend itself to the Government? 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a committee, of whom two-thirds shall 
be non-fficials, be appointed immediately — 

(a) to inquire into and report on the causes of the recent floods / 

in North Bengal and nearer villages of Coni ilia town; 

(b) to recommend such steps as may lie necessary to prevent the 

recurrence of the devastating effects of such floods in Bengal; 
and 

(r) to inquire into and report as to what means should be employed 
to help the jieople of North Bengal and nearer villages of 
Corn ilia town who have been affecled by the flood until such 
time as their crojw re-nppear and normal tunes return. 

He sjM»ke in Bengali in support of his resolution. The translation 
of his speech is as follows: — 

The famous Persian bard Sadi Shinuci has sung Bam Adam A cate 
Enl \ l>n/ar End, which means that a man is but a jmrt and parcel of 
another man. The maxim implies that the whole body of a man 
heroines painful if a single pait of it is hurt. Similarly, if a particular 
country or a ]*>rtion of a countiv is inundated, the inhabitants of othci 
countries <annot but feel for the people thereby affected, This is, 
Sir, human nature It is, therefore, that I have put m this resolution 
with a y iev\ to devise ways find means for the prevention of the recur- 
rence of such a dangerous ill in future. In moving my resolution I 
shall 1 h> brief as there are several members in this House to-day who 
have sent in similar notices of resolutions. 

My friends’ resolutions are confined only to North Bengal, mine 
includes “ nearer villages of Comilla town ” also. Almost every year 
the district of Tipi>era is subject to a heavy cataclysm, and the people 
of this district have necessarily to encounter the dire consequences. 
Tip|>ern is flooded this year too. There is no embankment on the river 
Gumti and on the Assam-Bengal Railway line. This is the chief cause 
of deluge there. 

The recent floods have seriously told upon the lives and properties 
of the people of North Bengal and Tippera. It is now incumbent on 
us to see that normal conditions are soon restored in order to place the 
people in a position to revive their agriculture on a satisfactory foot- 
ing, to build up their habitations, and to restore equilibrium in their 
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walka of life. The sum of Rs. MO, (MX), which the Government have 

earmarked for this purpose, is certainly too scanty a sum. We hear 

every day from the Government side that money is tight at present, 
that the Government are effecting retrenchments in all directions, and 
that they are trying to stabilise their financial situation. At the same 
time the Government indulge in glib talk that they secure the safety 
of the jieople, protect their interests and look after the lues of the 

dumb millions, who have no hearth and home But when the question 

of luxuries in the shape of palatial buildings and furniture, etc,, arises 
funds are forthcoming in abundance, and, lo and behold! only Ks. MO ,000 
for the amelioration of the miserable condition of the Hood-stricken 
people of !%rth Bengal The mass starve and the few gorge. 
Is ibis justice? Is this humanity? 

The Bengal Legislative Found) m the pre-Reform da\s looked upon 
the jieople of Bengal with a kindly eve The grants which' they made 
in matters like tins were liberal The present Found), although com- 
posed of large-hearted Government officials, I must own, is always 
hampered in its disc retion and cannot, therefoie, do full justice to urgent 
demands of this description. T would, however, beseech the Govern- 
ment that some concession lie made for the relief of the sufferers in 
North Bengal and Tippern. and f hope and trust that the grant will be 
substantial 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN : 1 beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government the immediate* appointment of a com- 
mittee ion which local non-officials shall U* adequately represented^ to 
investigate into and rejiort upon — 

(n) the causes and permanent remc»dic*s of the* frequent flood in 
Bengal ; 

( h) the nature and extent of the damage done to the people of the 
province bv the recent floods, and the* amount and nature 
of compensation and redief to 1 h* jmid and given to the 
sufferers ; 

(r) the apjwrtionment of responsibility on the Railway Adminis- 
trations, the Provincial Government and the municipalities, 
district boards and local boards ahd other bodies and the 
resyeerti ve amounts />f compensation, if any. payable by 
them ; and 

it!) matters incidental to the floods generally and the distress caused 
thereby. 

In moving this resolution T am not forgetting that the Railway 
Board have appointed an engineer to investigate the relationship of the 
floods with the railway embankments, but that is not enough for the 
simple reason that the question of relief and the liability of the Rail- 
wav Administration and the Government, and other bodies mentioned 
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in rnv resolution , will not he gone into hv that officer and consequently 
we cannot afford to forget that the people have not much confidence in 
the Government. The recent agitation that has been earned on, the 
huge number of articles that have appeared in the newsjyapers expressing 
their diffidence in the conduct of the Government in regard to the 
flood should lead the Government in their own interests, to seek the 
co-o|H*ration of non-officials in this matter for a full inquiry. The 
reason why I ask that local non-officials should be adequately represented 
on the committee that I am asking for is this: those who have prac- 
tised as lawveis know that although their clients are laymen still I 
boliew* they, m a certain manner, are able to make suggestions which 
are very valuable even to the exjiert lawyers. Many casesenre decided 
on materials brought and opinions expressed by laymen and there is no 
reason whatsoever why laymen should not be able to do sufficient 
services, very valuable sen ices, in regard to the matter of an inquiry 
of tins kind. Secondly, inasmuch as my resolution does not requite 
inquiry only us to the question of railway embankments or even the 
embankments on district boaid roads but also an inquiry into 'the 
distress that has been caused and the relief that should be given, the 
local non-officials will Is* able to reruler valuable seiMce in that inquiry 
on these matters. It is well-known that local non-officials feel vei \ 
strongly on that point. It is they who have suffered. It is then 
countrymen who hn\e suffered. It is .then friends and relatnes who 
ha\e been subject to the miseries caused h\ these floods and. Sir. I 
ho|>e that the Government will seek the co-oj>ei at ion of lot al non- 
olficials in a matter of this nature on which there is so nun h feeling 
in the country. M\ resolution di\ides itself into seveial parts and 
they art' quite ob\ ions The fiist is tin* cause and ]>eimnueut remedies 
of the Ireqnent Hoods in Bengal. So far as the causes me com tuned, 
there is ample eutlence before us to make out a pnmu fncir cast* that 
tlie railway embankments and the embankments of district and local 
houids have contributed to a large extent to tin* floods that have caused 
such tie x astat ion in the prownee and that they must, be |>ennanontly 
remedied. Whatever the immediate relief given, whether sufficient or 
insufficient, it does not matter, adequate steps must l*> taken to ensure 
that stieli floods nun not occur in future 

Then llycre is the question the nature and extent of the damage 
done to the | ten pie of the province hv the recent floods, ami the amount 
and nature of compensation and relief to be paid and given to the 
sufferers Whether the floods have really been caused hv the embank- 
ments or by tin* mistakes committed by the experts, whether of Gov- 
ernment or of local bodies, it does not matter, but the people who have 
suffered must ho compensated— those |»eople who do not know how to 
continue their lives after this devastation must be amply compensated. 
I have received ample evidence through representatives of the Mnrwan 
Relief Society to prove that the people have not a farthing even 
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to buy weeds for the next season's crops; people have not got the means 
whereby to live until the next harvest, and have no rattle to plough 
their fields. How are they to live unless adequate relief is given to 
them ? It is a matter in which Government ought not to stand on its 
legal rights or the general principles of jurisprudence. It is a ques- 
tion of life and death to the jieople, and 1 hope Government will not 
lag Udund in a matter of this nature, hut will come foivvaid to eo- 
ojK'iate with the public m ronijvensating and relieving the suffeitngs 
of the people who look to them not onlv for protection but also for 
help in time of disaster. 

Then, Sir, some amusement may be caused by the third jmrt of my 
resolution, vftiich relates to the apportionment of resjumsihilrtv on the 
Hailwav Adimnistiations, the Provincial Government and the munici- 
palities, district boaids and local boards and other bodies and the 
ie>j*oetiv e amounts of coinjiensution , if anv . pavable hv them 1 may 
vav that 1 have not sent m\ icsolution without a due feeling of jespou- 
sibilitv lit the mattei . Gov eminent or tlic Railway Administration 
or tltc disti ict or local hoard*. tnav stand on their legal rights, but 
those who administer tin 1 Railwavs etc ought In know how such a 
calamitv should he met It is a question whether the conversion of 
tin* met i e gauge into hioad gauge and tin* consequent heightening of 
the lailwav embankments does not bring tin* luilwavs within the pui* 
view of the law Rut whether the Railway Adinmist ration or other 
bodies ( nine within lln* putuew of the law or not. it does not matter. 
Tin* whole of India has lieliefited bv tin* railwavs, tin* whole of India 
has benefited hv tin* cheapness with which the railwavs have been 
built 1 km arise of sufficient culverts not having been provided, and it is 
now for tin* whole of India to pay foi the misery that has been caused 
to the jreople hv the same embankments We know of cases ill 
India itself where sjiecial legislation has been passed to giant com- 
}*eiisati(in mid relief to jieojile in cases of a Hjiecial nature, we know of 
eases in the Punjab and Romhav when mobs caused disaster to the 
people, when mobs caused destruction to Gov eminent projH»rtu*s, and the 
Jieojile w ere* made to pav It is now* for the Government to jmv hack 
the jieojile what thev have lost by tin* mistakes of then officers and 
so-called e.xjierts. There could be no difficulty in jmssmg a sjierial 
legislation at least for the eoinjiensation of the very jmor jieojftic. 

Whether the special legislation for the jmrjiose of comjMensating 
these jH>or jieople is introduced either in the legislative Assemhlv or 
in this (’ouneil, T doubt not tliat jieojile who are able to jwiy will not 
grudge the contribution that thev muv have to pay to com j*en sate 
these jmnr. Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Ray was very vehement in sav- 
ing yesterdav thut the zb mi whirs had done their duty; >hj t jieojile and 
the press sav that they have not. However, that is a question, if 
mv resolution is accepted, to be decided by the committee as to what 
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contribution* should bo levied to ameliorate the very miserable condi- 
tion of the people who have been the victims of these floods. 

With these words, I put my resolution for the acceptance of the 
Council. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Before T call upon Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
to move the amendment standing in his name, I would request him 
to make one comprehensive speech which will cover his amendment 
and also his other two resolutions. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: 1 have been asked to move my 
amendment as well as the resolutions in tin* same speech.* I hope you 
will kindly permit, me to take advantage of the 30 minutes which is 
ordinarily given for the mover of an original motion. 

Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: We will see how you get on. There is no 
knowing what you can say in 15 minutes: you should try to finish 
within the allotted time. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 move, by way of amend- 
ment, that, in the resolution of Babu Debi Prosad Khaitnn about floods, 
the following amendments be made, namely: — 

(0 for the words “ on which local non-officials shall be adequately 
represented” the words “on which there shall he some 
non-official memheis of tins Council and which shall co-opt 
an adequate number of locuil non-officmls in connection with 
local investigations” be substituted; 

(it) in clause (✓/), after the word “ <nuses ” the words ” immedi- 
ate preventive measures” he inserted; 

(lit) in clause (M, after the word “ floods” the words “ in North 
Bengal, Tipperu ami elsewhere” be inserted; and 

(tr) in clause (r). after the wonfc “ other bodies ” the words 
“ and fnirties ” he inserted. 

I suppose I ought to he pleased to learn that the Government have 
decided <q appoint a committee , hut my experience of committees is 
not always happy. There are committees to solve matters as weJl as 
committees to shelve mattefs. Even thing depends upon the personnel 
and the seoj*» of the committee. Without knowing the personnel we 
cannot lx* satisfied with the mere assurance that a committee is to be 
appointed. An inquiry has already been started bv the Railway Board, 
but I am sorry to bring it to the notice of the Council that the popu- 
lar feeling is thnt that inquiry may he a white-washing affair. People 
have no confidence in that. Let us hope that this committee may not 
degenerate into n white-washing affair. As- reganls the scqpe of 
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inquiry of tbis committee, I understand that only the causes and 
remedies will be considered by the committee. I must confess that I 
am not satisfied with such a meagre inquiry. The mere fact that Gov- 
ernment have decided to appoint a committee ig primA facie evidence 
about the want of sufficient culverts, which has been alleged to be an 
important cause of these floods. But I want to insist on this, that not 
only is there prinui facie evidence against the railway authorities as 
to their gross and culpable negligence, but also that the Government 
have failed to protect the interests of the public. 

As early as 1871. more than 50 years ago, there was a great flood 
in North Bengal. In the Distric t Gazetteer of Hajshahi, we find it is 
stated that this flood reached the highest water-level. But what was 
the result of that flood v The result was that the damage to the crops 
was negligible. How was it that the water io*e to a very high level 
and yet the damage was so negligible? The reason was this: There 
were no railways in Northern Bengal then; theie were no railway 
embankment* to hindei the flow of the water and the water passed away 
ns quickly as it came and, therefore, there was not much damage to 
the ero|>s. All the water went southward, till it got obstructed by the 
railway embankment of the Eastern Bengal Railway, with the result 
that there was a great flood in Chuadunga, of which Sir Henry Cotton 
was the then Subdivisional Officer. This is what Sir Henry (k)tton 
writes in his hook. Indian and Home Memories, page 89 — 

Tin* rinbankinont of the Eastern Bengal Railway, which then provided altogether 
insufficient waterway, wsh breached by this flood in several palres 

Here was an Indian Civil Service Officer, a limb of the businesslike 
Government (not a Congressman, for Sir Henry was not a Congress 
President till long after C complaining of the insufficiency of culverts. 
That was more than 50 years ago. 1 ask the Government, what action 
have they taken since then? Did they approuch the railway author- 
ities for remedy, or ask the Government of India or the Secretary of 
State to remove this menace? I am afraid not. 

Then, in connection with the question of malaria, during the Inst 
25 or 30 years, we have been seriously complaining week after week, 
month after month, that the insufficiency of culverts in railway 
embankments is obstructing the proper drainage of the country and 
causing malaria. What has the Government done to remove this evil? 
Have they approached the railway authorities, have they fried to cninnc] 
the railway authorities to increase the number of culverts? I am afraid 
not. How have the railway authorities faced this problem? As lat© 
as April, 1921 — only a short time ago — some people of Adamdighi 
applied to the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, through the District 
Magistrate of Bogra. that a bridge was necessary between Adamdighi 
and Nasaratpore, the villages where -the flood occurred and what was 
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the reply of the Agent? The reply I believe, was as follows. It was 
dated 28th October, 1921, about a year ago — 

With reference to your letter No. 72-T. D. of the 25th April, 1921, forwarding 
a petition from the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages of Adamdighi for a 
bridge on the railway line between Adamdighi and Nasaratpore, I have the honour 
to state that our investigations do not show that a bridge is necessary. 

If this is not callous, I do not. know what is. The people of certain 
villages upply to the railway authorities through their District Magis- 
trate for a bridge ojiening, and they are told that it is not necessary. 
‘Sir, nature has had her revenge, for it is just at this place that the 
hoods made a breach, where the railway authorities would not. This 
is not a solitary case. In my own district of Tipjiera, whfch was once 
a sanitarium in East Bengal, hut which is now getting unhealthy, 
the jKiople think that the growing un healthiness is inainlv due to want 
of culverts and projier drainage of the country Only a year ago, 
they sent a representation to the Assam-Bengal Railway authorities 
for more culverts near Kasha in Tipperu, and what reply did they 
receive? The same sort of unsymjwithetic reply. The railway author- 
ities have done nothing and the position remains the same — we are at 
the mercy of the railway authorities What can we do? Govern- 
ment, as the custodian of the jieople's rights, libeities and interests 
should conifiel the railway authorities to listen to the fieople’s voice. 
That has not been done m the past, and we have a right to demand 
comjKUjsation both from the railway authorities and from the Govern- 
ment. When the Sara-Sirajganj line was built, I have it stated on 
the authority of an urtiele that apjx'ared over the signature of 
Dr. Meghnad Saha, in the November numWr of the Modern Review, 
that there was a strong rumour that the Commissioner of the Rajshalu 
division had a tough fight with the Chief Railway Engineer for the provi- 
sion of sufficient culverts, but with what result, we all know but too 
well. 

1 have heard it stated that the local Government had no authority 
in the matter. I have some information from a retired Government 
Officer, and I hoj>e the Hon’ble the Member will correct me. if I am 
wrong. I learn that the local Government issued circulars to ail 
Superintending Engineers of the Public Works Department in which 
they were (lirected to give opinion, when consulted bv Civil Officers, 
on the number and sufficiency of waterways for drainage on projected 
and existing railway lines; that was in 1905 and repeated in 1913. 
Wliat further action has Weil taken on them? Nothing; nothing that 
I know of. Have there been any reports about the culverts and drain- 
age? These are serious allegations baaed on facts— no sentiment, 
nothing of the sort— quite businesslike. With these facte staring the 
railway authorities in the face, I do not see bow thev can shirk the 
responsibility for compensation. It is no wonder that my respected 
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friend, Mr. J. Choudhury, a Member of the Legislative Assembly, who 
is a very moderate politician, should say that the people may sue the 
Secretary of State. He is a lawyer himself and ought to know the 
position very well. Therefore, I say that the scope of the committee 
of inquiry ought to include the question of compensation. 

In connection with the flood in 1871, of which 1 have just mentioned, 
Sir Henry Cotton said his hook, referred to, that the patience of 

the people was admirable beyond description Of course, we ure a 
jmtient, long-suffering nation. But this jKitienee has been our curse. 
We hove been patiently waiting for years and that is why the railwuy 
authorities w e dared to ride roughshod over public opinion. Our 
patience must cease now and we must take up our fight and comjH‘1 
the railway authorities to face the situation and make amends foi the 
loss that has been caused by the floods I charge the railway author- 
ities with gross negligence in this connection, and the Government with 
having failed to protect the interests of the {ample 

There is another matter which I should like to bring to the notice 
of this Coumil. About a couple of \eai\s ago, Government in tho 
Irrigation Department took up the protection of the Gumti embank- 
ment m Tipjiera. because, ewdenth, the Tipjjeru Raj, who was in 
charge of the embankment was not able profierly to manage the work. 
We thought. ( Jo\ eminent would manage the embankment better. 
Government an* lewing an embankment tax ujmuj the {ample to ensure 
them protection against floods, ami what was the result? This \ery 
><*ar, m the month of Octolier, that embankment bioke through, with 
the result, that there was a flood and great loss to the people. The 
{ample of ( 'oinilla, like in \ self, ale not very patient. They held a 
public meeting and wrote to Government demanding coinjieriHatikHi. 
That letter is now lying with my friend, Mr. lluntingford. 

It is now necessary to come to the extent of damage that has been 
caused by these floods. I have carefully gone through all the offieial 
documents, hut 1 am still in the dark as to the exact or even an 
approximate money-value of the damage caused I have studied the 
communique ! , but I do not find any estimate there. They only say 
that a certain {**rceiitage of crops, houses and so many head of cattle 
have beeu destroyed — there is absolutely no statement of the loss in 
terms of money though there are many percentages. It may be one 
lakh, it may lie ten lakhs, it may lie one crore, it may be ten crores, 
it may be anything, nobody knows. After the publication of these 
absurd communique one enterprising journalist published the copy of 
an tippeal issued over the signature of the District Magistrate of Raj- 
shahi and mv friend, Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, in which it was 
distinctly stated that the lews was four crores of rupees. Here was 
something definite. A loss of over four crores of rupees, nearly a 
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third of the total revenue of Bengal. This caused quite a consterna- 
tion, and the Publicity Department — that costly and useless depart- 
ment — which has been frittering so much energy over subtle communi- 
ques, came out with the letter of Mr. Reid, the letter on which the 
communique had been based; that letter was more valuable than the 
communiques , because that letter gave out the facts that 80,000 houses 
and 2J lakhs of acres of land had been destroyed in Rajshahi alone. 
Now, calculating the price of a house at Rs. 15 a very modest calcula- 
tion, the value of the houses comes to more than a crore. Calculating 
the value of the crops at the rate of six maunds of rice per bigka, 
at Rs. 5 per maund, a very modest calculation it comes up to two 
orores of rupees, that is, in Rajshahi district alone, yok have got a 
loss of more than three crores of rupees. If we take the number of the 
cattle destroyed, loss of Ganja crop, and add the cases of Bogra, 
Dinajpur and Pabna, the total loss must be more than 5 crores of 
rupees. Here is a calamity indeed ! The Government reports do not 
convey any idea of the great devastation caused. Mr. Trotter, of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, and Mrs. Lee visited the areas and 
did much benevolent work. Their description of the damage is graphic, 
accurate, and heart-rending. But, 1 forget, Sir, that they being true 
Christians, must lie regarded as sentimental persons indeed. If the 
Government is a business-concern, and not a sentimental charity institu- 
tion, as described by the Hon’ble the Member in charge, I, as a hard- 
headed businessman, demand that the extent of the damage should be 
made the subject of inquiry. We heard yesterday the difference between 
gratuitous relief and charitable relief. Of course, we knew something 
about this; but what we want to know is whether the estimate of the 
Collectors, namely, Rs. 98,500 is quite enough to meet the situation 
for the purjMises of charitable relief. As far as I know, some of this 
charitable relief is given* to help the people in rebuilding their houses. 
If Rs. 98,000 only is required for rebuilding 80,000 houses — one rupee 
per hut — then house-building must be very cheap indeed in Rajshahi. 
Considering the extent of the damage, it w*as clearly the duty of “Gov- 
ernment to take up the question of relief in right earnest. We have 
not yet forgotten the splendid organization set up by Government in 
1919. % Why was it not related this time? If they had done so, it 
would not have been necessary to set up so many private charitable 
institutions. Government have an organized staff of paid servants, by 
whom the relief operations might be managed very well indeed. Why 
did they not start an All-Bengal Relief Fund? I need not go on to 
say that had it not been for the splendid organization of the great Sir 
Pmfulla Chandra Roy, there would have been a number of deaths from 
starvation and disease. There lias already been a case of suicide. 
The position is very serious and Government have not done all that 
they ought to have done. Why was not this done? Has the mental- 
ity of ine Government changed for the wofse after the Reforms? The 
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time has come when the Famine Insurance Fund and the question of 
relief should be made a transferred subject, so that it may be managed 
by people who can be made constitutionally responsible to the people. 
I, therefore, hope that the committee, which we are going to have, 
should be a represen t at i\e one and should thoroughly go into all the 
aspects of this terrible flood. After we have got the report of the 
committee, we shall know what action to take. 

I also formally move the two other resolutions which run as follows: — 

” This Council recommends to the Government to apjHjint (or to 
move the pr<qH>r authorities to appoint) a committee consisting of 
exfierta and some non -official members of this Council to inquiic into 
and report as to whether the existing culverts and bridge-ojienings in 
railway and other embankments and roads in Bengal are sufficient for 
the proper drainage of the localities concerned and also to draw up a 
comprehensive scheme for proper drainage, if the present arrangements 
are found unsatisfactory.” 

” This ('ouncil recommends to the Government that a committee 
of exjierts, official and non-oflinal members, lie apjKunted to inquire 
into and report on the causes of the frequent floods in Bengal and to 
suggest possible remedies.” 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: To my mind, there is no 
use brooding over past grievances specially when we find, that the 
Go\ eminent is quite sympathetic and has expressed itself as willing .to 
ap|Hunt a committee of inquiry But the difficulty is with the lailways 
which are a special province of the Government of India We do not 
Know whether any recommendations made by a committee appointed by 
the local Government would hind the railways too. I think the matter 
should he made clear before hand with tlie Go\ernment of India, for 
(•therwi.se it would only mean so much time and labour lost. 
Further, the Railway Board have ahead y appointed an expert to 
inquire and report on the matter When the Railway Board are 
making inquiries on their own behalf, would the recommendations 
made by the Government of Bengal have any weight with the Kail - 
way Board? I am really afraid that if so many inquiries are made by 
different authorities and at different jieriods, their labours are bound 
to overlap and conflict of decisions too seems to he inevitable. All this 
again means an inordinate delay if not a shelving of the question 
altogether. What the people of the locality want is that some finality 
in the matter should be reached as early os jxwsible, and whatever 
he thought as proper relief, it should be afforded without any unneces- 
sary delay. T would therefore request the Government to consider 
the position, and approach proper authorities to eliminate all these 
possible complications. The Rail wav Board Engineer may sit in the 
Bengal Government Committee, and help and have the help of the other 
members. 



154 


NORTH BENGAL FLOODS. 


[21st Nov. 


Further, Sir, I do not know what the constitution of the committee 
proposed by the Government would be, but I would request the Govern- 
ment not to make it, as it has been stated in the communique f to be an 
all-expert committee. It can be urged, no doubt, that the committee 
would have to deal mainly with engineering problems, and hence the 
engineers are the best persons to sit on it. Surely they are; 
but that is not the •whole thing. The people must also be 
convinced that the committee is not perhaps going to be a close 
coterie of engineers bent on white-washing the sins of commission and 
ommission of their brothers-in-trade, the Railway Engineers. The 
Government have got to deal with the people, and it is in the prime 
necessity to the Government always to work in such a way /\s to inspire 
confidence in their minds. If some gentlemen, who command the con- 
fidence of the general public and especially of the locality, sit with the 
learned engineers. 1 dare say that both the layman members and the 
experts would not only benefit immensely by one another’s association 
hut the people also would lie satisfied that their point of view too had 
been considered and that justice had been attempted to he done, and 
that the committee** had not been a mere hole-and-corner affair. 

Then, Sir, t be argument of its being a technical matter, above 
the* heads of laymen, does not upjienr to me von sound. Foi , Sir, a 
fairly intelligent man with some umount of common sense, can surely 
understand and even take a sensible view of highly technical sub- 
jects. And. Sir, if it were not so, I do not know how this Government 
itself presided as it is by a layman — 1 mean the Ilonb’lc tjic Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, who knows as much of engineering as 
any of us does— would he able to take any action in the matter. My 
lesolution has been disallowed. I am, however, thankful that you have 
allowed me to speak and enabled me to bring to the notice of the Go\ em- 
inent our \iews on the subject of the appointment of a committee. I 
once more wish to impress .upon the Government that the community 
whom 1 represent here ore prepared to leave the question of ways and 
means entirely *in the hands of Government ; we only want that what- 
ever action Government decide to take to prevent the recurrence of 
floods, should be taken without unnecessary delay. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIi I am in the position of 
a complainant and am a sufferer by this flood as 1 am an inhabitant of 
North Bengal. In the Government communique we have been assured 
that Government have determined to appoint a committee of official and 
non-official experts to inquire into and report, on the causes of the 
floods in the Rajshahi division and to suggest remedies: the person- 
nel of the committee will be published later and their attention will 
be especially directed towards an inquiry into the effect of the railways 
and roads in the area upon the natural drainage of the country. I 
am sorry to refer to another solemn assurance of Government given 
four years ago. In November, 1918 I moved a resolution in this 
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Council just after the flood of that year and suggested that the rail- 
ways were responsible to a great extent for the unprecedented flood at 
that time. In that flood an area of about 120 square miles was affected 
but on this occasion, ocoording to the German com m u m</ue : 
nearly 1,500 square miles have lieen affected and more than 10 lakhs 
of jieopie have suffered more or less. So within the space of four years 
a flood at least 12 tunes greater than the flood of 1918 has tuken place. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Cunnning then told us that the flood was not a 
new* thing m Bengal but. it was not an everyday occurrence. Wo 
were told then that the previous flood occurred in the year 1*8(19, that 
is 50 years Indore that flood. But on this occasion it is only within four 
years that this unprecedented flood ha** occurred. Railways arc being 
added and our miseries are becoming greater day by day. 1 cannot 
refrain from quoting a few lines from the speech of Mr Jlealy 
Hutchinson. He said — 

The motion under disrUH«ioti raises the question of i till ways in* a mor country. 
When railways are eonstrtn ted in this count rv it is m the interest of the Knginccr» 
w ho make a preliminary scheme to see that this s< heme gives ns much chance of 
profit as {Missihle, and it is my experience that they do so at the expense of the 
flooding of the countries and at the exjiense to a certain extent of the ngruuluiie of 
the country generally I therefore feel very strongly that nn inquiry should be 
made 

The Hon’ bio Mr. 1*. (\ M it ter also urged on that occasion that an 
open inquiry Wits urgently needed. Fortunately, he is now in the Gov- 
ernment and I hope that although nothing was done in spite of the 
solemn assurance that was given on the hist occasion, no such thing 
would happen on this occasion. 1 withdrew the motion on the assur- 
ance of the llon’blo Mr ('uinming who said that an inquiry had already 
been instituted and the* needful would |><* done. But unfortunately, Sir, 
foil! \eais have* elapsed and I do not know w hut bus been done during 
this 1 line Thi*' is my complaint against Government. The first and 
foremost duty of Government i** not only to maintain peace and order 
but to preserve the lives and property of the people committed to its 
ehaige. It will Ik 1 seen from the Go\ eminent com mnnuptc that 
Government make 1 * a distinction lietween gratuitous relief unci chari- 
table* relief For gratuitous relief the* estimate was for 7,000 people 
from Bogra and 8.000 from Rajshnhi, i.c., a total of If), 000 people 
had to be fed for alsiut 40 days Taking the price of the food and the 
incidental expenses for procuring them I think the lowest calculation 
can safely put at 4 annas per head, and, if so, at least Its. 0,750 
will be required per day, that means Government will have to spend 
nearlv Its. U lakhs. But we heard yesterday from the Ilon’ble the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwiin that even Rs. 30,000 may not 
W required. Of course, we have heard to-day that there is another 
sort of relief namely, charitable relief for which Ihe estimate m 
Rs. 25.000 for Bogra and Rs 58,000 for Rajshahi for the recon- 
struction of houses, clothing, fodder; etc., but nothing is said about 
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an area of about 350 square miles sown with winter rice in the Natope 
and Naogaon subdivisions of Hajshahi has suffered a loss of 75 per cent, 
and upwards and an area of 100 square miles will give a very small out- 
turn. This will give us some idea as to the extent of the damage. 

I .did not raise in my resolution anything about compensation 
because I knew that compensation is being given by the district boards, 
by Government, and to a certain extent by the general public — of course 
to the poorer section only. The well-to-do jieople will have to think 
for themselves, but they may take the help of Government loan. It 
is estimated that about 5 or fi lakhs would be advanced as loans but that 
would be quite inadequate. As I have said, Government’s duty is to 
save the lives and property of the people, and on this occasion it was the 
duty of Government either to advance a sum from the public funds or 
to issue an appeal to the general public. This was a complaint 
against Government. 

Now 1 beg to move that a committee is wanted not for the purpose 
of assessing the damages caused, not for the purpose of providing relief, 
but to consider what pieventive measures .should be taken to stop the 
recurrence of these floods. 1 am a pleader and 1 may be pardoned if 
I have suggested a committee on the line of tlm thinking of a pleader. 
I think in this matter the Government of India is the final authority 
to decide as to what action should be taken because the Kailway 
Board are concerned in this matter, and I have therefore suggested 
that the committee’s work should be simply to collect necessary 
materials to give the Government an idea as to how the matter should 
be dealt with, and in this view 1 have suggested that the railways 
may be represented there The Railway Board hu\e appointed a 
committee which T think they have done for self-defence. Jn 4>ur 
committee there should be a non-official expert engineer as a sort of 
Public Prosecutor. 1 have also suggested the name of Dr. Bentley 
who should be another Public Prosecutor. In his last report on 
malaria he saws that unless the embankments are dealt with properly 
and unless and until the natural drainage of the country is restored so 
as to give an outlet to the rain water,, the problem of malaria cannot 
be properly tackled and the country will dejHipulated in no time. 

It would do mischief not onlv to agriculture and property hu* depopu- 
lation nvpuld be the result. That is the emphatic opinion of 
Dr. Bentley I have, therefore, suggested that Dr. Bentley should be 
one of the members and I have also given a chance to the district 
board representatives to he there. Their district engineers should l»e 
tbcie to vny w n ut they have got to say — whether their embankments are 
responsible or not for tbe floods. As the blame has been thrown to a 
certain extent on the railways, I have suggested that a representative 
of the railway should be there in order that both sides may be well 
represented. I have also suggested that my poor self should be there 
because T am in the position of a complainant. I should be there 
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to help the inquiry and to see that proper action is taken and proper 
materials are placed before the committee. In this way 1 have sug- 
gested a committee of seven members. 

I formally move the following resolution : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of seven members, viz., one exjH*rt Indian non-official 
engineer, one expert engineer-representative of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, Dr. Bentley, the District Engineers of the district boards of 
Kajshahi, Bogra and Pabna, and the miner, be np|>ointed immediately 
to inquire into and report as to the causes of the unprecedented flood of 
Septeml>er last in North Bengal and that immediate steps be taken as 
remedial measures for preventing its recurrence/’ 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI : You 

have all heard of the destructive flood that latch took place in North 
Bengal and some of von, taking keen interest in the matter, have 
visited the affected area and seen with your own eyes the loss it has 
caused to the people living there, in the shape of house-property, cattle 
and agricultural implements In t lie Bogra district, where the affected 
tract forms an area of nearly 4(M) square miles, the destruction has 
rendered nearly two lakhs of people homeless. Any one going 
lound the area will not find more than thiee or four huts standing 
where 400 stood before the flood. About ten thousand cattle perished 
as a result of this flood in the Bogra district alone Their decomposed 
bodies or skeletons still present a rueful sight. 

The cause of this flood has been ascertained to l>e an insufficient number 
of bridges and culverts along a portion of the Northern Section of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway and the whole of the Sara-Suaganj line for 
free passage of water That the obstruction of the free and natural 
drainage of the eountrv-side by the railway embankments is principally, 
if not solely, responsible for the devastation, will appear from a glance 
at the map of the district, and the point is brought out more clearly 
hy the fact that the difference in the lex el of the flood water on either 
side of the embankments was not less than four feet. The* breaches 
on the railway lines conclusively show that the flood w'ater, in h igh 
pressure, burst out m all directions, causing breaches while the railway 
lines obstructed its natural flow’. 

It may he stated that traffic on these lines was entirely stopped for 
some time to the great inconxenience and loss of the public. 

A portion of the Sultanpur-Brahmaputra line, from Santahar to 
Bogra, was so greatly damaged, that traffic on this section has not yet 
been fully resumed. 

No such calamity ever befell the people of North Bengal within the 
last 50 or 60 years, and I think, I do not exaggerate facts, when I say, 
that the affected area now looks like one of the European provinces 
destroyed by the Great World War, of which graphic account we read 
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in the newspaper**. Government have graciously spent nearly Its. 12,000 
for gratuitous relief, blit with the fund started by the public-spirited 
gentlemen, headed by Sir P. C. Roy, Kt. to which all feeling people 
of the country have contributed their mite, is working- wonders, I take 
this opportunity of publicly expressing my gratitude to the organizers 
of the fund and those distributing it among the sufferers. 

But when we consider the magnitude of the destruction and the 
damage caused by the flood — for you must bear in mind that at the 
lowest computation the loss of properties is four mores of rupees and 
that nearly a million men have been rendered homeless — the relief so 
far advanced by the Government and the public is hojielessly inadequate. 
So wo must go to the r<w>t of the matter ami restore the natural drain- 
age of the country so as to render such visitation well nigh impossible 
in the future. Had there been a sufficient number of bridges and cul- 
verts in the railway line, water would not have collected at all, but 
would have flowed frool\ over a bilge part of the country down to the 
great Padma in the south. Some of those who have had the privilege 
of sjHMiking before me have hinted at tin* apjKiintrnent of committees 
of inquiry, into the examination of the entire railway system and its 
defects in the const! uct inn of bridges, but 1 think the appointment of 
such committees hardly neeessarv for the simple reason that, as far as 
public opinion is concerned, it is ah-eady unanimous that the cause of 
the late flood was an insufficient number of bridges and culverts. With 
these remarks I beg to move the following resolution standing against 
my name and hojie that it will be unanimously adopted:— 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the Railwux 
Board be requested to take immediate steps to increase the number oi 
bridges and culverts on the — 

( 7 ) Snntnbar-Teestamukh, 

(2) Sarn-fcirajganj lines, and 

( J) The Punchbibi-Ahdullapur section of the Darjeeling Main Line.” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: After the detailed descriptions 
of the floods, it is no longer useful to dilate any further uj>on it. Still 
the visitation is so dire in its consequences, so painful to contemplate, 
that unless one is absolutely hearties.^ or has not got no feeling and senti- 
ment he' cannot hut join in the plaintive notes which have been raised all 
over the country. We can only say that in this dire calamity the people 
of the affected area have our sympathy in thought, in practice, and in 
deed towards the amelioration of their miseries. Beyond that we can- 
not do anything more. The time has now come when we should 
examine the whole situation, especially in the light of past experience — 
and I say past wilful neglect on (he part of the authorities — to remedy 
the evils. It appears, Sir, as if there was no Government in the country 
when things were allowed to continue in a way that repeatedly year 
after year, almost at regular intervals, floods would visit this place or 



NORTH BENGAL FLOODS. 


159 


that place of Bengal. The poor railway has betMi hit upon as the great- 
est culprit, as the biggest contributory cause towards these floods. 1 
for myself would not go so far. It will lx* useless to pretend that the 
country could do without railways. It will lx* useless to affect that 
really there are no advantages to lx* derived from railways as regards 
transport and conveyance, but at the same time it will be almost criminal 
to pass over the polity of the authorities that were and that be which 
allow the railways to be run in a particular way, so as to cause obstruc- 
tion to the natural drainuge of the country. It apjx*ars as if there was 
nobody to look after tin* interest of the duldien of the soil — a soil which 
was once synonymous with plenty of prosperity, health, wealth, ease, 
and comfort — but now, alas! the |x*rennial home of famine and flood, 
of plague, malaria, and influenza These subjects are all so mixed up, 
so intermingled, that tin* discussion of one subject leads to the opening 
up of others. You must not do patchwork only. The suggestion for 
providing more culverts and moie outlets is mete jmtvliwork. You 
must go a little deep below the surface diagnose the true disease, and 
if it Ik* necessan , however diastic the remedies may be, take the 
suigeon's scapel and not slink the operation. That, in my opinion, 
should have been the policy ol Gmernment at that time and should be 
the jxdiry of the ( io\ eminent of the present day How is it, Sir, that 
in a country which has got the lulls in the north and the sea m the 
south, where the natuial imlme is always from the north to the south, 
the railway lines have been allowed to run crosswise? That has been 
done because the poor people of the country had practically nobody to 
look after their interests. And if the authorities are to blame, the 
authorities should also come forward to take their share of the blame Hut 
is it riot peculiar, is it not .significant* that in spite of all this, the 
railways have been allowed to extend «»n and on in this direction? Not 
only that, we have got that big pioject ol the Grand Trunk (’anal, 
and when that is an accomplished fact, this pioject will also lx* a source 
of similar troubles; and. pcrlia]* after a few years, we shall rue the 
consequences. Therefore, my suggestion is that the committee, as 
suggested in my resolution or anybody else’s, if appointed, should lie 
empowered to go to the root of the thing and suggest what should lx* the 
policy of Government in regard to these matters. 

Mr. BU0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: At the outset 1 must sa\ that my 
task has Wen much lightened bv the rnemWrs who sfxike before me. 
They have exhausted all the imjxirtant arguments, arid I do not intend to 
repeat them. This is a subject which requires no very long speech. 
It is uppermost in the mind of the people of this country at present. 
In July last, when I sent notice of this resolution I did not think 
that I would get so many supporters in this Council; I think it is 
the unfortunate incident in the Northern Bengal that has led us to 
think alike. The railway is a great boon of the West to the East; it is 
certainly indispensable for the development of commerce and industry 
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which we so earnestly desire; but the price which we are now called 
upon to pav for this boon is too high. For instance, Burdwan, which 
was the health resort of West Bengal half a century ago, has now become 
the germinating ground for dangerous malarious bacilli and it is mainly 
due' to the construction of the East Indian "Railway and the Damodar 
embankment to protect the lines. These facts require no demonstra- 
tion at this stage to prove. -The railway authorities in the early days 
completely neglected the question of w'aterw’ays in the railway embank- 
ments; but what is more deplorable is that matters are not improving, 
in spite of the repeated demands of my countrymen. Only a few years 
ago during the construction of the Howrah-Burdwan Chord line, the 
East Indian Railway authorities decided to make the openings in the rail- 
way embankments only 17 feet 6 inches. The attention of Government 
was drawn to this fact by a resolution passed by the District Board of 
Burdwan, at the instance of one of its members, who is now a member 
of this House, and the openings were increased from 17 feet 6 inches to 
38 feet. 

The new viaduct which was constructed for the Howrah-Burdwan 
Chord line has got 280 openings near Burdwan; I may be permitted 
to say that more than 3 feet of water passed through these openings 
during the great Damodar flood of 1913; but for these openings the 
result of the flood would have been disastrous on the town of Burdwan. 
I would ask any member of this House to see the condition of the 
villages on both sides of the Howrah-Burdwan Chord line or the Tarkes- 
sur line during the flood. In place of the prosperous paddy-fields what 
do you find? A vast sheet of water which not only deprives the poor 
cultivators of their homes and the produce of their fields but also ger- 
minates malarial poison to deprive them of their health and comfort. 
W e are now talking of anti-malarial schemes, and experiments have 
been going on in several* places. We are taxing the people on this plea, 
but what is the use of wasting public money, if we cannot improve 
the natural drainage of the country. So, I think that a committee 
is absolutely necessary to consider 'this question. I will not detain 
the House with a very long speech after so many speakers. With these 
words, I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

B«bg JATINDRA NATH BA8U7 l beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that a mixed committee of officials and 
non-officials be appointed to consider and report on the question as 
to the necessity of making a larger number of openings in railway 
embankments in Bengal in order that the natural flow of water over the 
surface of the country may not lie impeded and the changes of floods 
may be minimised. 

Tt is A well-known fact that Bengal is badly served in the matter of 
communications. It is necessary that we should have railways an3 
that we should have roads. But the difficulty has been that owing to 
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the nature of the country — it is a deltaic country — these roads and rail- 
way embankments impede the flow of water over the surface of the 
country. The country is flat and its height above the sea level is very 
small and the country is liable to heavy rainfall. For the progress of 
the country and its people, we cannot do awa> with railways and roads. 
We must have them. It is, therefoie, necessary that a committee 
should be appointed to consider as to how we may have railways and 
roads and at the same time provide for the passage of water over the 
surface in such a way as not to impede the natural flow' of water. Yestei- 
day, there was a reply from the Hon’ble the Member in charge to a question 
in this Council, intimating that Government had decided to apjioint a 
committee *of experts. In view* of that intimation, it is not necessary 
for me to dilate on this resolution. Hut I only desire to jaunt out that 
the grievance is felt not only in North Hengal but also in other dis- 
tricts of Hengal through which railways pass. There have been floods, 
as the Hon’hle the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur knows, in Hurd wan, 
Howrah, Hooghly, and Midnajxire ami the railway embankments in these 
districts, it has been said, are reajM>n.sible for those floods. My sugges- 
tion is that tlie inquiry should embrace the question of railway embank- 
ments and of roads throughout Hengal and not in the districts of 
Rajshahi, Hogra and Palma only. With these remarks. I place the 
resolution before the Council. 

Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: After what lias fallen from the 
previous speakers, I have nothing to add to what has been previously 
said. There is no denying the fact that the muchmen of Government 
is a cry slow to move. So far as 1 know, since the flood broke out in 
the districts of Kajshahi, Hogra, and Palma, Government have not 
rendered all possible help they should have rendered; and to my mind, 
from what I have been able to gather, I fail to understand if nil that 
was done had not been done in these affected areas, most probably half 
the pojmlation of them* affected areas would have been carried away by 
these devastations. The conscientious opinion of the laymen, as well 
as that of the exjrerts and of a great [>urt of the jieople, is that the 
railway line is responsible for this great flood; and unless sufficient cul- 
verts and bridges are made, agitation will lx* made year after year. 
With these remarks, I beg to suppnit the resolution. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : In answer to a question 
put by Babu Fanindralal De, the reserved half of the Government 
announced only yesterday that it was decided to appoint a committee 
of experts and that “ the particular attention of that committee would 
be directed to the effect of the railway embankments on the natural 
drainage of the country M ; but to-day we find, to our regret, that the 
transferred half of the Government is announcing, in reply to a ques- 
tion put by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq t that " the question of drainage on 
this line of railway is about to be investigated by a special officer 
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appointed by the Railway Board and that the Government of Bengal 
will await his report before taking further action.” Unless the two 
halves of the Government are at variance with each other , this can 
only mean, that the Government of Bengal will not appoint a com- 
mittee forthwith, but will await the report of the special officer who 
has been appointed by the Railway Board for this purpose. This 
special officer was for a long time connected with the Eastern Bengal 
Railway and was, jH'ihaps, to some extent responsible fdr the reckless 
engineering i>oliey pursued by that Railway. Thus, we see there is 
added justification for moving our resolutions if not for the purposes of 
pressing them, at any rate for the purpose of elucidating our points. 

There can be no doubt, Sir, that the Rajshahi flood is the biggest on 
record and has thrown into shade the Damodar fhxx^ of 1914. For this 
reason, if not for anything else, there is some justification for the appoint- 
ment of a comm it tee, and it is welcome news that the Government is 
considering the matter of appointing one. But there is another ]>oint 
or rather another fact which requires to be emphasised in this connec- 
tion aT, d that fact is this: that floods were altogether unknown in these 
areas before and that floods are now a recurring phenomenon m tins 
part of the country. Of course, if any one doubts the truth of mv 
statement 1 will ask him to refer to Sir William Hunter's Statistical 
Account of Bengal. In the volume regarding Raima lie snvs 

The Pndma, Jnniunn and Hnrnsngar annually overflow their hanks during the 
rainy acnaon, and inundate the country, but the Colleeter reports that no inunda- 
tion causing general loss has occurred within the memory of persons now In mg 

Then, as regaids Bogra, the same authority savs — 

The chief danger of calamity from natural causes arises from drought The por- 
tion of the district west of the Karatoya, which contains rather more than three-fifths 
of the total area, is generally above flood lex el, and dejamds on ram for its mois- 
ture «, ^ 

This is all about Bogra. Thus we see that, at least so far as the two 
distiiets l\mg to the east of the North Bengal Railway are concerned, 
floods were unknown in those districts, at any rate before the last 
seventies, t.e., in pre-railway days. And Sir William Hunter compiled 
bis accounts at the time when the railways were just under construc- 
tion. 

Now, turning to Ibe district lying to the west of the main railway 
line, i.e., the Raishahi district, all that is stated in Sir William’s Statis- 
tical Accounts is this — 

Rajahahi district is subject to floods caused by the anhual rising of the Ganges, 
and often aggravated by excessive rainfall in moderation, these annual inund* 
tions instead of being a source of mischief nre of the greatest possible benefit aa 
fertilising the soil On only two occasions within the experience of the present 
generation have floods occurred on surh a serious scale a< to materially affect the 
general harvest of the district. The first of these floods took place in 1838 and tbs 
second in 1865. 
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That is, almost once in a generation. But, Sir, what is the state of 
affairs now? The flood is a biennial occurrence there. In 1918 there 
was a serious flood w Rajshahi, and the Government of Bengal in its 
Administration Report (191S-19) described it in this way — 

In the Rnjshahi division suth a flood ah hn# not occurred for half a century 
traversed the di&truti* of Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Bogra and Palma caumiuj; much damage 
to crops, homestead*, and cattle partuulnrly in the distrn ts of Rajshahi aud Bogra 
Kehef was, however, promptly rendered. 

Relief might have been promptly rendered but no inquiry was niude 
as to the causes of the flood. So the position is this. If there is to 
be an inquiry at all, that inquiry should 1 h* for the purjxwe of ascer- 
taining the causes of recurring floods in that division —in that area in 
which floods were altogether unknown U*fore. 

Now, Sir, the question regaidmg the responsibility of the rail- 
ways anses m tins wav Excepting tlic not t liei tiniest districts of the 
Rajshuhi division, the Rujshaln division as a whole is watered by two 
systems of rivers which run through it — -one i* the Kura toy a m the east 
and the other, the Atrai Valley in the west. The Kuratoya with its 
small offshot, the Nagur, drains t ht* eastern districts, re., liogia and 
1’uhna, while tlie Atrai drams the Rajshaln and Dinajpur districts, and 
after receiving the waters of its tnbutarv, the Jamuna, a little above 
the Atrnighat railway bridge, it takes a south-easterly diiectinn enters 
tin' Bahmi district, piocoeds along the southern edge of (’halanhhil and 
flows into tlie Burul river the united waters draining into the Ganges 
near about lUconfluomo with tlie Brahmaputra Sin li is the riverine 
svstem carrying on the drainage of that part of the country. 

Now, turning to the railwav svstem. we find that the Northern 
Bengal State Railwav as it was <ontnirted. first of all bridged the Atiai 
Valiev. Then the Santahar-Bogra Branch budged the Nagat and tin* 
Knratova valleys i.r,, the two most important valleys were choked up 
bv these railway lines. The jx>sition -was. therefore, this after the Santa* 
har-Bogra Branch or rather the Santahar-Bogra-Bonajmra Extension 
was constructed. But what was wotse and worst had vet to come So 
long, Sir, as the broad gauge extension of the Sara-Santahar line did 
not take place, the railway embankment was below the flood level and 
when the broad gauge lines was constructed in 1914, it was raised above 
the flood level, and not only so hut the water jmssages were seriously 
curtailed — and, it is said — curtailed bv alxmt half a mile. On the top 
of it came, as a finishing stroko, the Sara-Sirajganj Branch. This 
branch was constructed in 1910 and we find that in running from south- 
west to north-east it lav a crons the natural flow' of the country and 
bridged almost all the rivers of the division, viz., it bridged the Bar&l 
near Ohatmohar, it dammed the overflow channel of the Obalanbhi], 
then it bridged the Dilpashar and other small rivers of the locality, 
and eventually it bridged the Harasagar, bv which name the Karatova 
is known in ita southern course, near UHapara. 
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Thus, we see that the Sara-Sirajganj line when constructed effec 
lively choked the natural drainage of the country and impeded th 
natural outflow. The effect, of course, of the construction of thes< 
two lines was as immediate as serious, because, I think, the great flotn 
of 1918 occurred just after that. Then, there* was a recurrence of fhxx 
in 1920; yet there was no inquiry and now, after such a disaster, involv 
ing more than 1,800 square miles and millions of men, Governmen 
has at last been roused to constitute a committee of inquiry. A1 
that we now insist on is that this committee ought to go into th< 
special question of the responsibility of the railways in impeding th< 
natural drainage of these tracts and that the constitution of th< 
committee should be such as to inspire public confidence; ; t should no 
be a white-washing committee. With these remarks, T support nn 
motion. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that thij 
Council recommends to the Government the immediate appointment 
of a Water Subways Standing Committee, of whom two-thirds shall be 
non-official meml>ei\s possessing practical knowledge of the subject, 
on the lines of the Standing Waterways Committee, with a view to 
advise Government on the means of preventing the recurrence of flood* 
in areas liable to flooding and also water-logging in other areas, caused 
by railway lines and roads. 

T will not confuse the issues on the subject T ask for the appoint- 
ment of a standing committee on the lines of the Standing Waterways 
Committee with a view to advise Government to take steps for pre- 
venting the recurrence of floods, etc. Confining myself, therefore, to 
the issue in question it is first of all necessary to consider whether 
a committee is to be appointed or not. The facts and figures show 
unmistakably that it is very necessary and that such a view ought to 
be taken by the Council If, Sif, T am to bring to your notice the 
devastation caused hv t he flood not in one place but in several districts, 
the argument is Irresistible that an inquin’ should be made by the com- 
mittee. Referring to the floods in Midnapore, Tamluk subdivision, 
and' other places, the havoc done was an appalling one. Referring to 
the floods in Burdwan the same remarks apply mutatis mutandis. If 
we refer again to the devastation caused recently in the Hooghlv district 
on account of the floods in Tnrkessur, T sav that no sadder picture can 
be drawn to show to the Council what the sufferings of the people 
were. Chiefly to-dav we are concerned with the floods in North Bengal 
and we find that previous to the rear 1918, flood was almost unknown 
in Northern Bengal. But in the last four vears (1918 — 22) the monsoon 
inundations swept over the land thrice and the desolation has been 
so complete this time that we are trying to find out th© root cause of 
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the floods, and what are these ^ I attribute them fiiMh. to the liiMifli- 
ciency of culverts m railway embankments and to the nariowness or 
shortness m existng culverts m the railway, the absence ot necessary 
culverts in the district lioaul roads and the constitution of the Saia- 
Sirajganj railway. The matter i> a .sennits one. mm toils m all its 
as{H*cts. (an uuybodv tell us w h\ flinnis w cl e so Mane in Not them 
Bengal (iO \ears ago There was a flood in the u*ai IBIS, but the then 
(’ommissioner of the Rajshaln division, as is ivpoited 1 1 > me, did not 
wait full two weeks to be on the scene but promptly \ 1 1 1 tin 1 
areas effected There almost a tug of wai between t h<- Railway 
( li ief Engineer and the ('onimisNiouer about the causes of the flood 
the latter confronted the foimei with his pei M»nal knowledge about the 
difference of water lewd of almost b feet on both sides of the railwav. 
and it is said, the ( \>mm i-.sionei bodl\ as-eited th.it the nisutln lem \ of 
i uherts was the pnme c ontr ilmtoj \ factor, but the matjei. as usual, 
was shelved and no action taken and the* conliovtMsv lias begun afresh 
h v eii a law student of ge-ograpliv will find that t In* floods i iisli (fioin the' 
[lnualaxas extending from Behai to l).n Hiding i ftom the north to the* 
swUth washing uwuv the* most fritile tract of laticf in Bengal 1<» the 
Rudmu and t hi' Brahmaputra and tlie Maliananda I he places on th<- 
hank- of big rivers like the laelmu, damuna, or Brahmaputra arc' not 
afteMed as thev can cariv over the* e\c ess water rapidlv But witl'i 
the vast atea from Rohanpui < Malda > m tin* e:ei aticl Raliala • Bogu ‘ 
(>•< the- west. I'arbatipur iri the* noith and I-hwanli m the south, tlieie ate 
(>• ]\ three small r i v ei'- woith the nano*, llo* .lamuna. the Atiai, and the 
Barn! It is not ne*ce*-s.u\ for me to give a vivid descriptor of the 
ttl.ee 1 wbeie the* havoc was so much felt bv ihe* |*eoph* Iherefoie, if 
the fait be* that bO veal's ago there were* less flood- and if v nil find these 
flo< d- occurring now after the const r u< t ioti of the luilwav embaiikments 
theti what eoncdusions are wc* to come tec as to the causes that ‘ until- 
bated to these floods v The* suggestion i*- that tin* railwav was at fault 
We often sa\ Does the* railwav e*xist for tlie rounln or the* eountrv feu 
t } ■ railwavs? Tins is a ejuestion which is often asked b\ u- and it 
for tlie Council to consider wliat -te'p# should be* lake'll fe>r tbe 
purpose of cdieeking the*se floods Arguments lnive* bee'fc put f.*rw a id 
in support of the* eemtention that railwavsnre* res|M>ns)bh* for the flood-, 
but nt\ submission to the* ( emiiei! in this eonnecliori is that if v * fa-t»*n 
resjKnisibilit \ u|niii tlie railwav- we* ought to fix the ies]*>m»ihdit\ on 
other people as wadi. There are district lioaref roads without i- ibwavs; 
e*onseouenfl v, the* distric t boaiels also should be* held r<‘spoiisilde* 
Therefore, the ejuestioii is wdiat is to he* done un<le*i the* rircunistain •**. 
W*hat is past is |>ast TVe must have ari e*ve* to tlie future* We* 
must find out what procedure the rouneil enri reeoinmend to f govern- 
ment Now for this reason I sav that it is neceresarv that an inquiry 
ahould l>e made — an inquire not bv lay people which will Ik* a waste of 
money and waste of energy but by experts -and if this lie done*, il will 
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be of some advantage to us in deciding the point. One of the speakers 
has just now suggested that legislation will be necessary, but he for- 
gets the fact that railways have been constructed more than ten years 
ago. If the provisions of the Railways Act apply, we can ask for com- 
pensation from the company and no fresh legislation is necessary on 
this subject. Therefore, the only question which is before the Council 
is whether it is necessary to have an inquiry or not. I am not talking 
of the principles of jurisprudence now. ] am not now under the shadow 
of A/f. Jietithiun either. I am Irxfking straight at the question at issue. 
So far as the question of conijiensatiwi is concerned, I leave it to the 
members of the legal profession to decide it. I do not like to offer any 
opinion on the point, but I like to say that the jieople ofofhis country 
alwa\s look up to Government for help and protection and if Govern- 
ment do not offer it, and if the people of this country come forward, 
to complain against Go\ernment, I do not think that they will be wrong. 
The question of deciding this matter of com pen sat ion or no compensa- 
tion depends up>on certain facts. As a rule an organization is set up 
to give relief to the sufferers, there cannot, howevei , lie an\ doubt that 
Government arc chiefly res |>on. slide. If then* had been a successful 
organization a popular organization then ecrtainlx the matter would 
have been clearer Those who are helpless and houseless, air not 
expected to help an\ body They ask foi help* fioin nthei sources Con- 
sequenth, 1 sa\, let the question lx* looked at straight he* then* be 
a committee which must take up the bigger question With these 
words. 1 commend nn resolution foi the eoiisidei at ion of the Council 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tn the absence of the mover. Balm Debendra Lai 
Khan, resolution No 1 is deemed to have lapsed The resolution 
now before the Council is No 2 b\ Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur; 
to that resolution, a number of amendments have been moved as indicated 
in resolutions Nos T I. ft (to which an amendment f>A lias been 
moved). 7, Jl. 12 and lf>.‘ 

The Hon'We the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: 1 have welcomed this discussion in Council to-dav for 
various reasons First of nil it gives nn opportunity to (iovernment to 
expdnin the position according to its lights, and according to 4he action 
that it has taken so far with regard to the floods in North Bengal; 
secondly, to explain at some length ns to why the Government have 
come to the conclusion that a committee of experts is essential to go 
into the question of floods in North Bengal. Before, however. I come 
to these two mam questions. 1 think that it is incumbent upx>n me to 
reply to certain p»ints raised by the speakers in their different sp>eeehes. 

With regard to what has fallen from Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur 
and several other speakers, it is the opinion of the Government offi- 
cials in the flooded areas that railway embankments have certainly been 
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to a certain extent one of the causes of the impediment of the flood 
water going down in its full volume. Had it not been so, Govern- 
ment would not have considered the necessity of appointing such a 
committee. 

With regard to the accusation made by Itai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur regarding the matter having been gone into in HUS and 
having t>een shelved, so to speak, 1 am sure that some of the members 
of this Council will recollect with melancholy interest the death of 
Mr. Cowley, the then Chief Engineer of the Government of Bengal in 
the Irrigation Department. It is because of the valuable material 
that Mr. Cywley left behind him in the department regarding the data 
as to the volume of water that passes through these different culverts 
and bridges, that we aie m a strong p>sition to carry on out in\estiga- 
lions as distinct and separate from what tin* Kuilwav Board have 
started on their own account. 

Regarding the question of damages, 1 will take the whole thing 
up at the end of my speech. 

I am glad to find that the Rai Bahadur has contributed his quota 
of piaise to M r Reid’s co-opM’iit ion with the different non-official 
agencies, for it is jieifeith true that Mr Reid has not only done yeoman 
sen ice to Government m this matter but In* hits Ixmmi a great asset 
to us in the way t hat he eo-op»rated with these different non-official 
agencies. 

As regards the question of some of the public not having confi- 
dence in Government, mine is not the only depirtment that is accused 
of that fait: that is as old as the lulls 

With legat’d to the question of legal rights, I am sure that there 
is in this province such excellent legal acumen that it would not 
wait for an\ special legislation or for any enactment of the Govern- 
ment if au\ party thought that the Serretaiy of State could Im* sued 
It would add but one more to the numlier of many suits that every day 
app‘ur in the courts against the Secretary of State As to what the 
ultimate results of those suits would lx*, not 1 km ng a legal expert my- 
self, I am not in a position to say. 

Babu I ndu Bhushan Dutta in quoting from a repirt bv the late 
Sir Henry Cotton regarding the floods of Chuadanga rather confused 
facts in saying that Chuadanga was in North Bengal, lwcause I am 
afraid my friend the Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia would lx* able to tell 
us where Chuadanga really is. 

Babu INOU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May I offer a personal explana- 
tion? I said that the floods of North Bengal had come down to 
Chuadanga. I did not say that Chuadanga was in North Bengal. 

12 a 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: As regards the (ximiti embankment with which Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta is concerned, Irerause it is in his district, 1 have 
h report from the District Magistrate regarding the extent of the flood 
caused h\ the breaches. This is what he says — 

The flood o< fin red as a result of the bleach of the embankment of Che CJumti 
mei on tin ni^bt of the Hth October last The bieaib occurred at a place about 
three miles from Comilla town in a westerly direction The Subdivisions] Officer 
in l be Imgat’oii Department went to the aeene at once ; nd was joined subsequently 
by I he Sadai Subdu iMona) Officer, the Circle Officer, and myself. The breach was 
about 40 left w ide it was found that the closing of it presented some difficulty 
and this was not completed until the 12th, when the Executive Engineer bad 
arrived The water m the 1 meantime pouted through the breA' h ^>nd flooded 
an aiea of about two to three square* miles when the flood was at its height The 
water flowed off from the greater portion of this area befoie anv serious damage 
had been done to the crops On visiting the scene of occurrence a tew da vs ago, 

I found that the crops hue! Iw»en mtiousU damaged over an area of less than half 
a square imlf and il is probable* that even in that area some* paddy can 
be- rcapfd No cattle were drowned and only one* oi two bouses were damaged 
The occupants weie able to return to them in a ver\ short tune 

1 do not wish to minimise the* evils of the flood of the Guinti What 

1 mu nt to tell Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta is that before Government 

can take aetion in a partii ulai place, it must collect some data and 
some* infoi mat i on to g*o u|h>ii This applies with equal force to my 
ft umkD who ate, like m\self, suff<Mi»i.> from the Midnaporc floocL and 
some of the flooded n\ers in the Buidwan diusinii. 

I lei e again the question is not so simple as that m Noith B *ugal 
Here we ale up against tins lug question as to whethei realh it is wise 
to maintain some of 1 1n* scheduled embankments which the Govern- 
ment at juesent maintain under agreement with the {nil tuns There- 

foie, it would he seen b\ those gentlemen who have moved that a 

com pi ehenst ve committed 1 should lie upjMiintec] to go into the question 
of all the floods in the* difVeiVnt areas m Bengal, that this suggestion is 
neithei a pi act teal one. noi . in tin* light of the information that we 
hu\c in the* litigation Department, is t of tin* same nature I would 
therefoie lequest the gentlemen who have moved for such a committee 
to limit its scujie foi the* present at any mte to an investigation of the 
causes of floods m Noith Bengal. 

Kumaf $hib Shekhareswar Hay has pointed out that had we had 
an All-Bengal Relief Fund, the present overlapping that is Impelling 
in cum tain places would not have taken place 1 projrose to go into 
the question in a geneial wa\ at a later stage. Then, of couise. he has 
complimented me »»> being a lawnan Well, 1 know I uni a lawnan, so 
is he; and, theiefore, it would L* dangerous, unless tin* committee of 
evjrerts themselves wanted to co-opt or to get the assistance of such 
limnen, loi the Government to pu t down that m a committee of this 
kind any one else but experts should be appointed. 
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1 am sorry that my friend, Kishori Bahu. had to sit on his housetop 
before he could pet away. He was really worry inp the life out of 
Mr. Reid by sending frantic teleprams, but Mr Held took it with Ins 
characteristic composure and did all In* (amid lie has pone into the 
question of Public Prosecutors on this commitUv 1 ma\ stiv that 
we have neithei the authority nor the lepul npht to set up a Committee 
of Public Prosecutors, because whatever the committee ma\ ie|M»it and 
whate\er deductions they nun arrive at, will have to be endoisejl of 
com.se by the Government of Benpal and if it accepts all tin* committee’s 
findings, it will have to po up to the Government of India with a stionp 
recommendation on all such jroints on which tin* Government of Bcnpal 
are in apieement with the committee that is to be* srt u|> It will then 
In* for the Government of India to um\e the Kailwnv Board or other 
authorities and also it will be the dut\ of the Government ot Benpal, 
if tlu'ie are an\ pro\ im ml emnp parties m tin* cause* .of these Hoods 
1 1 » take action 

Ha i Mahendru Chaiidia Mitra Bahadur lu»s suppested a committee 
# like the Pc*rrnatn*nt Waterways Committee Mas I point out to him, 
with due* deference to his ape and e\j**i lenee, that tin* duties of tin- 
W aterwavs Committee ale* \el\ di flc*i elit fl om tin* duties of a com- 
mittee that ma\ be constituted to po into the question of floods The* 
\Vuteiwa\s Committee is a peimanent committee- which has pot In 
examine all s< hemes rep.tidiiip waterways fiotn turn* to turn- As 

repaid-* the* inquiry into the floods, a eommitt**e must police for alt 
make* an inquiry and report to tin* Go\ einment 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 stippe st.-d n 
committee* on the line- of tin* Peimanent Waterways Comnntle • 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: This hrmps tin* back to tin* aipiitueni that such a com- 
mittee would not 1 m* jwj.ssible, because* tin* pmposed committee would 
have* to po into the* question once* for all and submit its report to Gov- 
ernment I can assure* tin* Hal Bahadur with re pa re 1 to the question 
of floods in Midnapore*. and I can also assure* Bahu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta with repaid to tin* floods m the* Tipj**ia district, we shall make 
due irnjuine*s and if we* firnl that further action is necessary bv Govern- 
ment, we shall no doubt po into that matter iu elm* course*. 

With repard to tin* MidnajNUe* tract, it is jn-rfectly dear to all thoft© 
who have been in the drstnet of Midnajmi©, that then* we are up 
apainst the cjuestion of these* embankment* and the* duties of Govern- 
ment on the one hand, and the zamindais on the other. So, unless anel 
until there is a conference lietweeii Government officials and the zaniin- 
dars affected by then* floods in the area. I do not think that any 
practical point ion is likely to be arrived at. I have already suppested 
Mr. Huntmpford, the Chief Knpineer in the Irrigation Department, U 
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go into this question with a view to see whether it is possible to get 
the zaini ndars to veer round to some of the opinions at any rate which 
the Government possess regarding the Midnaj>ore floods and the 
chrome floods that take place in Ghatal, and that will be gone into in 
due course. 

Now, I wish to make some general observations. It has been said 
that Government has slept over the floods in Rajshahi. It has been put 
forward that Government are hiding the extent of the damage that 
has taken place. Then, it has been pi opened by my friend, Babu l)ebi 
Brosad Khaitan, that the Government, the Railways, and everybody 
else should lie sued for eomjiensation. Well, the question* at issue is 
whether a committee is necessary to ascertain tin* extent of such damage. 
Government have prepired two estimates up till now. The first was a 
preliminary estimate published on tin* 11th of October, which was about 
a fortnight after the floods occurred and the second was published on the 
9th of November after the local otfieeis had had time to look round them 
and collect more reliable information. Both these coin wunnjiu s >imply 
gave the state of affairs as it was known to Government, and the latter 
communique is, in the opinion of Government, correct enough for all 
practical purines. It shows that an area of about 1.800 square miles 
was traversed by the floods; that according to the present report, fjb lives 
were lost; that GO ]x>r cent, of the huts in the northern part of the area 
might be taken to have been demolished; that 400 square mile» or so, 
sown with winter rice, had suffered a loss <>f To pei cent., and that 
over 12,000 head of tattle were lost. Now. this is a \pi\ careful esti- 
mate based on the rejiorts of officers actually at work in the affected 
areas and deputed, amongst their other princijKtl duties as relief officers, 
to ascertain theVxtent of the damage. Of course in a matter of this 
kind, at. best, this estimate must be approximate, but it is probably 
the l>est estimate that can Ifc* obtained. The result has been, however, 
that the Government have lieen consistently abused, and that some of 
the pu |>erN have been angry with the Government for having, as they 
say, underestimated the situation. A reference, however, to 
these statistics which 1 have just mentioned, will show that the 
calamity was undoubtedly great, though it was not an appalling 
disaster of that magnitude which some people, who not knowing the 
facts as thoroughly as the District Officers and local officers, w*ould 
try to make it out to be; but 1 have no wish to minimise the magnitude 
of the calamity. There is one thing to be said on behalf of Govern- 
ment. There is no reason why Government should desire to minimise 
the effect of these floods. When I was down at Santahar a gentleman 
came to me saying that he had seen 200 carcases of dead cattle in one 
place. I mentioned the fact to Mr. Reid and on a subsequent report 
it was found that in that particular place there were only 20 carcases, 
which shows that there is a likelihood of a tendency to exaggerate on 
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the part of people who are not conversant with the conditions of the 
district. 

Now I come to the question of compensation. This involves the 
valuation of the damage done. There have been valuations made in 
the newspapers and we have Keen asked in a question in this (ouneil 

to give a valuation of the damage. Now a correct valuation of the 

damage done is practically impossible in a case of this description and 
Government have almost mvanabh refused m sucli cases to eutei u|k>ii 
tlie unprofitable task of making sucli a \ uluution when the Govern- 
ment itself knows that the valuation cannot Ik* as complete or collect as 
it would desire. It inu\ he m the remembrance of some of the meinliera 
of the ( ouneil that m the case of the great c\ clone Government refused 
to make such a valuation. It was neither attempted nor shall we 
attempt to make a valuation m the piesent ease. Take the rose of 

damage done outside the railway line, which it may he jMissfble to value 

only roughly It not <>nl\ concerns loss of cattle but loss of lives, 
crop>. and houses also. One valuer might sa\ in regard to crops that 
m the whole area the* entire l(i-unnn crojis has been destio\ed and 
another valuer might point out that, the crops at the time were really 
non-e\Mont, while a thud valuer will draw attention to the fact that 
a good deal of the ctop liad already lx*en lost Indore the flood Then 
in the case of the ganja crop, if the new crop turns out well it will he 
'•aid that then* was not < niisider able damage done; ii not. then it will 
be said that there w a*, a loss If we take houses, one class id ( alcu- 
latois will pmbabK assess 1 loss at s<» much a Ionise and wmk 
out the valuation m Ills own wax Another calculator will pcihaps 
sav that the houses weie mostlv of mud and that many of them were 
old and that the other materials, sm li as corrugated non, could not he all 
wasted In the case of loss of cattle, there are the figuies and it is 
possible that a more correct figure will Is* arrived at Hut in the < aso 
of these estimates, it may Ik* an overestimate or it may In* an under- 
estimate and it is not really worth inquiring into. 'Hie main object is 
to sts* that relief is driven, and I contend that we have done all t hat is 
necessan in this matter. 

Then it lias been suggested that a committee should go into the 
question of tin* measures for relief Such relief may Ik* divided under 
two heads — Government relief and private charitable relief. What 
measures Government should adopt in such a case are well-known and 
it is unnecessary for any committee to advise Government on the subject 
generally. Moreover, it is the legitimate function of the executive 
Government, and unless there are very special reasons to the contrary, 
it cannot divest itself of its resfionsibilities and delegate such functions 
to a non-offirial committee. Unfortunately, owing to the climatic and 
physical conditions of the country, Government have qualified as experts 
in the relief of famine or distress. In fact, the policy of Government 
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i.s practically a cut and dried policy in such matters and there is no 
necessity to formulate a sperm] policy. The }>olicy has grow*n up and 
it is embodied in the Famine ('ode and in the Famine Manual. It is 
a very simple policy indeed. When such calamities occur, the first 
tiling is to make arrangements for gratuitous relief, r.c., relief of all 
jKTsons requiring food and shelter. The first thing the Collector has 
to do is to divide the urea into different circles and depute deputy 
magistrates, sub-deputy magistrates, etc., as officers to those circles and 
send money to these* officers for the purpose of the relief. Government 
is resjioiisihle, as observed by Sir John Gumming, for saving lives and 
for that ptirjKise Government funds can he drawn ujxm for a subsistence 
ration for each jxrson. In the present case, both the Collectors were 
on the spot as soon as they got news that jieople needed relief Other 
office is were i entiled fiom their holidays and the\ gave up the Puja 
holidays to do their duties They have worked loyally for the Govern- 
ment- deput\ collector 1 ' and suh-tlcpuH collet tor* who all came hack 
and devoted themselves to the work This immediate gratuitous relief, 
however, does not last long in the case of even both It is continued 
m the ease of widows and orphans and old and infnm jK»uple For able- 
bodied [H»rsons, laboui is piovided in the lehuilding ot bouses and ."ow- 
ing of ciops When further relief is requited then relief work is 
provided by the (list net boards, and 1 believe mv friends, the chairmen 
of the district boards of Rajshaln and Bogra, are fullv alive to thp 
important c of this kind of woik, which thev will have to "tait m the 
told wealhei In the present east* ot the floods these ate at pieseiit 
under eontemplat ion. Having thus met the immediate requirements of 
the situation the Collector then turns his attention to the requiiemeuts 
of the majoi |H>ition ot tin* population. / (., the cultivators who require 
assistance till tin* next harvest This assistance is given in the shape 
of agricultural loans for agmultural necessities. In the present case 
there was an excellent op|s)f*tunit v for resowing lands for r<ihi crops 
and consequently, m consultation with the agricultural departments 
arrangements were made fot loans of this kind and for the distribution 
of seeds and it is understood that the ugneulturisU have very much 
appreciated the opportunity given them toi obtaining rafu seeds. A- 
already intimated we pttqiose to give Rs. (> lakh" in loans mostly m 
money The Collector then has to make arrangements for medical 
relief in case of epidemic These, Sir. are tin* main measures which 
the Government has to adopt, i.<\, gratuitous relief, medical relief, and 
loans. This is how the expenditure of the monev belonging to the 
State has to Ik* made m such eases as was explained by Sir John 
Gumming on a previous occasion. 

Now, Sir, 1 should like to reply to the accusation that has been made 
with regard to His Excellency the Governor and the Government for nut 
opening an All-India Relief Fund. If anybody is responsible for this, 
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I am, and I take the responsibility entirely on my own shoulders and 
for the following reasons. First of jill . in a ease of this nature, we 
had to find out what charitable funds theie were m the hands of the 
Government. As soon as the Collectors sent us figures we consulted 
our Financial Department and we found that there was a little over a 
lakh of rupees in the old Cyclone Fund With the figures which the 
Collectors gave us at that time we thought that tin* amount in our 
hands from that fund was ample. While we were still in toi respond- 
ents with the Collectors asking; them to give Us moie accurate figures 
we understood that public bodies headed by that pi nicely -hearted gentle- 
man Sir ]\ C. Roy and others had staitrd a fund Now 1 ask this 
House that when the Government found that they had sufficient funds 
m their hands and when there was this public spmt (‘Mining itself, 
would it have been right m these days of demociacy to stall an opjwisi- 
t x >ii shop? This flood has produced some most excellent rclieT-woikeis 
Would we not have been acc used of trying to Irchttle the excellent work 
that these wotkets were doing undei the leadeiship of one whose 
excellent woik I exjrerienced during the tune of Khulna relief, when 
we ga\e fioni tin* charitable fund comparatively little and there was 
mainly Sn V C Hoy’s fund which did all the work v With that 
e\ jH*i leiiec 1, as member in (haige of th(‘ Revenue l)<*]»artment. did not 
think that 1 would l>e justified with nioiie\ in hand in requiring His 
Kxcellenry the Governor to open an All-Rengal Fund, when men like 
Sn 1* (’. Hm. associations like tin* Ham Kiishna Mission, the Son 

Sairnti, the Social Seivne League, ett . w»*ie doing sur h excellent woik 
in then own wa\ No doubt a (eit.un amount of overlapping is bound 
to take place when such woik is gomg on When 1 went down to 
Santabai 1 gave out very ileai instruction* to the ('oiler tom that theie 
should be no oveilapping and certain areas should Ik* handed over to 
these gentlemen. Different organizations like tin* Klnlafat Com- 
mittee, the Swaraj Fund, and the organization of Sir F. ('. Hoy and 
others were working there and I met then members at tin* relief centres 
near Tilokepur and Akkelpui. I asked ear b one individually whether 
he was satisfied in the way the rohef centres were being cqrened and 
they all said that they wen 1 satisfied in the way tin* work was going on. 
It may l*> that a beggar fiom one centie goes to another centie ami 
takes relief from froth places, but this cannot lie entirely stopped, Hut 
ui view of the fact that we bad a considerable amount of money in our 
hands we were fully justified, as His excellency's letter to the jiress 
\er\ death expressed in asking the Commissioner to do his dutv in his 
own division starting a fund If after exjrerience shows that there 
has been any dereliction of duty on the }>art of the Government, I would 
gladly take all the re-qKinsibility on tin own shoulders. 

Now I return to the question of the committee. I have already taken 
uji the time of the Council at great length and I would not detain it 
much longer. The question is one of causes and remedies. The root 
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cause of the flood# is the abnormal rainfall. In Rajshahi the water 
rone to a high levol owing to the flood# and the railway embank- 
ment# might have been one of the contributory causes. Government 
have apjiointed a committee of experts to consider the question. It 
may be the committee will collect evidence and it may be 
some time before we get their report, but in view of the fact 
that a flood occurred there in 1918 and that we have some information 
on the subject collected by the late Mr. Cowley, we have decided that 
the question must be thoroughly investigated. It is true that the Rail- 
way Hoard have deputed an officer for special inquiry, but this Govern- 
ment considers that it is only right that there should be an independent 
investigation on floods and not on the question of railway embankments 
alone. Rai Harendranath Ohaudhuri pointed out that in reply to a 
question Mr. I ley gave on behalf of the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab 
Ali Chaudhuri, the Minister in charge, with regard to bridges and 
culvert# that the Government of Bengal would wait for the report of 
the Railway Hoard officer lief ore taking further action, I may say that 
Mr. lley is of course technically right, but it does not follow that 
because the Go\ eminent of Bengal cannot take action Indore the Rail- 
way Hoard has published its report that we are going to sit still and 
do nothing liecause, as 1 have said, we have got sufficient information 
at our dis|x)sal to go ahead and because our local ofticeis do believe that 
the railway embankments are resf>on*uhle foi the floods to no small 
measure that we have promised the committee. Therefore, 1 can assure 
the Council that this committee is not going to l>e a white-washing 
committee, nor is it going to play second fiddle to the Railway Hoard 
committee. 1 think the com mu tuque has sufficiently made it clear that 
Government is determined to go into the whole question. Now, Sir, 
really and truly there is no need to accept any of the resolutions that 
have been brought forward to-day because Government have already 
taken action, but in view of the great deal of anxiety shown by many 
of the sjieakers, 1 would be quite prepared to move a resolution in the 
form of an amendment to Balm Indu Rhu shall Dutta's resolution No. 12 
for the acceptance of the Council. My amendment would run thus: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
of experts, official and non-official members, with power to co-opt, be 
Appointed to inquire into and rejiort on the causes of the frequent floods 
in Northern Bengal and to -suggest possible remedies.” 

The reason why I do not mention any non-official laymen is this : 
that the committee must essentially be a committee of experts, but we 
have given it the power to co-opt other members. If in the locality 
there are gentlemen, who have really gone into the question, they will 
be consulted and the committee will consider whether apart from the 
railway embankments there were other causes which were obstructing 
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the flow of the flood water. At present it is proposed that Mr. Hunting- 
ford, the Chief Engineer in charge of the Irrigation Department, should 
lie the President of the committee and Mr. Hodgson, the Superintend- 
ing Engineer of the Rajshahi division, and I>r. Bentley, the Director 
of the Public Health, members. It is also pro]x>sed that the Institution 
of Engineers should nominate two non-official engineers, one of whom 
must be an Indian to he members as well. Then, again, it is promised 
— although perhaps l may be criticised for not including any representa- 
tive of the North Bengal Railway, while 1 am putting in jieople repre- 
senting local bodies which may lx* partly re«jxr>iisihlc for the flood to 
include the District Engineers of the district Ixmrds of Rn.|*hnhi and 
Bogra, where the floods took place. The District Board Engineers are 
on a different footing to the Railway Engineers who are really resjxm- 
sihle to the Imperial Government and not to the haul Government. It 
is therefore promised that these gentlemen would form themselves into 
a committee and it is oj>en to them to co-opt any number of members 
m tlm locality or outside the locality. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the\ all be experts? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: If it is 'understood, Sir, that) the jcommitteo has the 
power to co-opt members, it is clear that it is open to the committee 
to consider whether the co-opted memliers should lx* non-oflinals or 
hoo-experts. Tins must be left to the discretion of the committee 
itself. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK : May I have your ixtiiiihhioh 
to ask the Hon’ble the Memlier whether this committee will be a com- 
mittee of exjierts in floods or experts in making committees and sub- 
mitting reports? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: They will be exerts with regard to the question of water 
levels, questions of embankments, and questions that the Irrigation 
Department generally go into. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I would ask Babu Irnlu Bbusban Dutta whether 
he accepts the extra words that have been suggested by the Hon’ble 
the Maharajadhiraju Bahadur of Burdwan? 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I should like to have my motion 
No. 5 put before the Council first. If that is lost, I would gladly accept 
the amendment moved by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhirnja Bahadur of 
Burdwan. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question I asked was whether the member 
was prepared to accept the addition of the words suggested by the 
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Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Revenue Department. The member 
has not answered that. 


Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Yes, I accept them. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* Before 1 call upon the next speaker I would 
jM>int out that we have a good many speakers on the list and we want 
to finish the debate to-night. I hope that members will be brief so 
that every one may get a chance. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: As Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta has accepted the amendment of the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Member, 1 do hope that all the other gentlemen who have proposed reso- 
lutions will drop theirs and there shall lie no necessity for further 
discusHion. 1 am really waiting foi an answer whether a discussion 
is required or not. As nobody says anything about it, I had better 
say a few' words. There has been a great calamity in North Bengal. 
The heart of the people of Bengal has been touched and their pure- 
st rings have been loosened for the relief of their suffering brethren in 
North Bengal. Is it possible that the heart of the Mnhnra jadlnraja 
Bahadur of Burdwnn was not equally affected? Is Ins heart less tender 
than ours? Is Ins heart callous? If he paid onl\ Rs 30,000, the 

presumption is that he could nut pay mou. But 1 do desire to sa\ 

that having regard to the feeling o? all m us lie should pay more. 

Having said so, I must sn\ a word or two about the lailwaw Theie 

seems to la* a grievance that the rail wavs are paitlv responsible toi 
this. If so, then the question is this: whether moie budges and more 
sluice gates are required. Wlm should decide that quest io*i & Neither 
I nor im\ of the shakers here nor even the Mahaia jadlnraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan. If such a calamity happened in hi-* own (‘state, what 
would he have done? He would employ engineer to lake levels and 
make mathematical calculations of the amount and the extent of open- 
ings requited for letting water out. This cannot be done by any one 
of us and to say that we should do it is absurd. What Government 
could do. Government has done. They have appointed a committee and 
1 lmfH* that the committee will consist of Engineers who will be able 
to say how much o]H*mngs are required for letting out water at the 
highest -flood. 

Then the question of compensation comes in and the devastated area 
has been likened to Belgium' after the German invasion. Are the people 
of Bengal or India the invading Germans that they would have to pay 
compensation? The Secretary of State will not pay from his ow*n 
pocket. Are we to lie made bankrupt to pay compensation like the 
people of Germany? But that question is simplv irrelevant. But the 
question remains that if the people of Bengal have suffered, it is the 
duty of Government to help them to set them up in their lands and for 
this probably Rs. 30,000 is not enough. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: lou cannot go into the question of Its. MO, 000 
now. W e heard a great deal about it yesterday. I hope you will give 
other speakers a chance. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: ] submit that the 
Hon’ble the Member will take into consideration the feeling which has 
been expressed in this House and consider whether some more money 
is i (‘([lined lor the relief of the people m North Bengal. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI : After the speeches we have 
heaid to-day, I need not dilate upon the matter much But there has 
been a reference to the distnet board of Dinajpur and it has been accused 
for not keeping enough waterways for which leason then* has been 
flooding of this portion. The accusation ap|>eaied in the K rujhsh man 
of the ‘Jltli October I should like to point out to the House that the 
flood orcimed some MO miles to the south of Dnuijpur. so the district 
hoaid of Dinajpur cannot he held to !>e responsible for this flood 

Raja MANILOLL 8INGH ROY: On a [H int of order. Sir Is it 
relevant to hrmg in t ho distnet hoard of Dinajpur? That district boa id 
is not undei criticism. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 think we can just bear with the memhci a few 
minutes more. But if Ik* Hjnuiks too much of Dinajpur. I will tell him 
we have nothing to do with it. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Wlmt I would suggest to the 
HonTde the Memhei m ehaige is that the commit tee wlinh will b<> 
funned should ad\ise the district boards of North Bengal with regard to 
loads I would suggest another thing Some of the water (hannels are 
being blocked with hvacinths and this ought also to be looked info by 
the committee 1 lioj>e that the committee will he able to find out the 
cause of tin* flood and to suggest means for avoiding anv recurrence 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: On a suhjed like 
this it is very difficult to speak without some emotion which often stands 
in tin* way of sound reasoning. The disaster that befell North Bengal 
towards the close of September is a unique one. It surpassed all the 
calamities and disasters that took place within our living memories. 
Such calamities and disasters are not w ithout some silver lining behind 
them, and in the present case also we find some jmlliatrve circumstances 
which, though it will not fully remove from our minds the unxietv and 
sorrow that we feel for the j>eople, yet will give us relief to a certain 
extent. Betides washing away a large quantity of filth and other 
things that accumulated for ages, it afforded a splendid opportunity to 
our countrymen to show their genuine love for their motherland, their 
power of organization and the sympathy they felt for the people, 
and they endangered and almost * sacrified their lives for the 
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amelioration of their condition. It has given a unique oppor- 
tunity to the Bengali nation to remove the blackest stigma on their 
character that their enthusiasm for work does not last longer than the 
bubbles of soda water. They secured the sympathy of the whole of 
Bengal, nay, the whole of India, and they amassed a fabulous amount of 
money for removing the sufferings of the people, which has extorted 
admiration even from those persons who are least able to appreciate the 
qualities of our Bengali voungmen. It has also brought to the fore- 
front what powers the officers have, and how, if they are so minded, 
they can arouse the sympathy of the people. The work of the District 
Magistrates of Palma and Rajshahi, both of whom are European gentle- 
men, shows lieyond all doubt that they have the sympathy of the Bengali 
]K«ople, and they also can feel for the people and sacrifice all their 
comforts for improving the condition of the people. It has done some- 
thing more than that. Tt has reminded the railway authorities that it 
is not often a sound policy to sacrifice everything to the Moloch of 
economy. Hitherto the Railway Board and the railway authorities 
have turned deaf ears to the people's demand for more waterways and 
headways for the convenience of the country and the traffic with coun- 
try bouts. But this calamity has proved that the economy they have 
hitherto practised is a false economy. You all remember how long the 
Bogrn section of the railway had to be stopped, because the railway 
hues were washed away in many places, and the railway authorities had 
to suffer a great loss. I remember when the Sara-Sira jganj railway 
was taken up. the first measurement was gone into through a more 
desirable and more convenient route; but the route that lav through 
the higher parts of the district along the banks of the river Trhamafi 
was given up simply to bring about a shortage in the mileage and 
therein to save some amount of money; that was a mistaken policy on 
the part of the railway authorities. Tf that route were followed, then 
it could cross at a point tfhere all the waterways of the division resolved 
themselves into a narrow channel near Potazin Without following 
that, the line was laid through the southern part of the Chalanbhil, 
where the excess water of the whole country passed through several 
channels over flat country. Tf you look at the map of the Rajshahi 
division, you will find that there are only two rivers, one is the Tista 
and the other the Mahanadn, which carry a considerable quantity of 
water inL> the Ganges and the Jnmuna. Below it there is no river of 
considerable importance which can earn* the excess water. All the 
water accumulates in the Chalanbhil. and the outlet lies through the 
district of Talma. Tt is only through Providence that the Sara-Siraj- 
gnnj line was saved this time. When after incessant rains the water 
began to rise, the people had their homes submerged with water and 


many people came in a hodv and tried to cut open the line. It was 
only the intervention of Providence that saved the line as well as many 
lives. This calamity has touched the heart of the railway authorities 
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and they have appointed a committee to inquire into the matter. It 
behoves the Government also to make a thorough inquiry into tin* 
matter and to see that such an incident may not occur in future. I 
have often heard it said that the occurrence of this year is an unusual 
one, and that the railway authorities cannot be expected to provide 
against such incidents, but I dare say that when a permanent structure 
is built, it is incumbent upon the proj>er authority to provide against 
something unusual. I must say that the Sara-Simjganj lines has not 
made provision for the ordinary Aiks! water to pass through. Every 
year we find the water level in the channel on the north side of the 
line higher by 1 or 1A cubits than that on the south causing constant 
accidents. •This year it so happened that if one were to stand on the 
Dilfxishn railway station, and look towards the north-west, one would 
see nothing but a vast sheet of water, where excellent paddy grew, 
looking at which the jieople were once elated with joy. These were 
carried away by the flood. Tt is also the business of the Government 
to see that it should not Ik* outstripped by the activities of some of 
the gentlemen who always try to vie with Government 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We are now considering the ap|>ointment of 
a committee to inquire into the matter, and 1 do not know whether 
tin* member wants to talk this out and have it adjourned till to-morrow. 
W e have only 5 minutes left and wo have got to finish it 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: With these 
remarks, I submit that the amendment put forward by the TTon’ble the 
Mahara jadhira ja Bahadur of Burdwan 1 m* accepted by this House. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I shall Is* very brief 1 
wish to touch upon a few points with reference to the s|>ceoh that has 
beeiij delivered by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraju Bahadur of Burdwan 
As far as 1 have been able to follow his speech, he admits that the 
railway embankments are to a large^extent responsible for the disaster 
that has taken place in North Bengal; for as he says if the Government 
were not so satisfied, they would not have consented to appoint n 
committee. This admission shows that the consequences must be* taken 
into consideration. The consequence of the floods haw ls*en a dire 
disaster- the desolation of homes of about a hundred thousand people, the 
destruction of property and even death in some cases; and the loss is 
approximately estimated at — it mav be right or it may be wrong, if 
mav be exaggerated or under-rated — over 4 or 5 crores of rupees worth 
of property. 

They sav we have entered into a new era of Government, democratic 
and reformed Government, under the icgis of British rule in India. T 
put it to vou. Sir, whether under similar circumstances in vnur own 
country, even the solid phalanx of the gnpat Llovd Georgian Ministry 
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would have continued in power for a w T eek had they handled the situa- 
tion in the way it has been handled here? From the volume of public 
opinion that has been expressed in that part of the country, it is quite 
dear that the j>eople of the district — the people whose patience is beyond 
description, according’ to the words of late Sir Henry Cotton — have 
sacrificed their all to the culpable negligence of the railway adminis- 
tration. And what are we doing to alleviate their sufferings? Heie 
in the Council we can do nothing but fret und fume. We want that 
the committee whir’ll is to be appointed must lie not merely an official 
committee of exjierts but it must Ik* such a committee as to inspire 
confidence in the people — in these days it is a great asset to gain the 
confidence of the people. There is an apprehension both ’outside and 
inside the Council, that the committee may not be a representative one 
and that it may tend to white-wash the whole affair. So I think that 
it is of paramount importance that the committee should lie a committee 
not onl\ of e\|M*rts but also an indenei*dent mixed committee of 
officials and non-officials. 

The Maharajiidhiraja Bahadur has said that if the committee so 
choose, they can co-opt certain members from outside their own dis- 
trict, but they should not 1 h* sufferers like* iiiv friend Balm Kisboii 
Mohan Clmudhuii Sir, if n hundred thousand |H*ople have suffered 1>\ 
the floods, is it intended b\ the Maharaja that T, ltadha Chatan Pa 1 
from Calcutta, or Mr. Bijo\prosad Singh Roy from Bunlwan. is to be 
nominated to that committee? Should not the suffeiers who are directly 
interested, be represented on the committee? What is the constitu- 
tion of the International League which is now sitting in Europe? Are 
the sufferers not represented in it to exact reparation fiom the German 
Government? So I think here also the sufferers must Ik* represented 
on the committee. 

T had the greatest respect for the Maharaja Bahadur who, though 
young in years, seems to have grown old b\ his official position. 1 
am very sorry at his irresponsible remarks with reference to the suit 
suggested hv some of our eminent Countrymen against the Secretary 
of State. TTe has challenged saying, rather in a light-hearted and 
flippant manner, “ there are many suits against the Secretary of State; 
let nne^more he added.” Perched on the adamantine hill top of hi* 
official position with a national exchequer at his command he well 
knows how helpless the people are to fight with the Secretary of State 
ami there sitting as a member of the crusted bureaucracy of the most 
rotten dvarchv, he challenges the people to sue the Secretary of State, 
and T think the days of dvarchv which lie represents, are doomed. The 
above remark of the Maharaia Bahadur — T am sorry to observe — is not 
calculated to enhance his reputation, for sobriety and moderation of 
language, which ought to characterise high official utterances on a 
matter of such vital importance as the one under discussion. 
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I come now to another point. 1 have all along said — and if 1 have 
been misunderstood, it is my misfortune— that 1 am a whole-hearted 
co-operator with the Government and what 1 am going to say now comes 
out of my experience of the last 30 years of public life and for two 
generations. It is a great thing to inspire confidence in the people. 
The Government have admitted the great work done by the different 
non-official agencies. They have made a fair attempt to ascertain 
correctly the damage to the jieople and the amount of compensation to 
be paid. The Government have paid a well-merited tnbute to Sir P. C. 
Roy who has devoted so much of hi* energy and time to this work 
of amelioration of the distiess of the flood-Miicken people. Why should 
we not co-operate with them? Win should we not make a correct 
estimate of the loss caused? In the ro-opeiation, mind you, Govern- 
ment have n^t to pay everything. Tt will also help to stimulate the 
philanthropy of the people. Why should the committee- not co-opt 
such members? Tt would stimulate public charity and help us sub- 
stantially towards reconsti action and rehabilitation. This is a noble 
work of which we, even in the dvarchv, should be proud though I am 
sure we are coming to the dving da vs of dvarrhy. 

The Hon’ble the Mahaiajadhiraja Bahadur has not thought fit to 
accept our resolution. We weie accustomed for veins past to be ruled 
by the Indian Civil Service with a Governor at the head, but I must 
sav that if we had cm Goveinoi fresh from the bracing atmosphere of 
England presiding over us to-dav mid giving the Council guidance and 
instruction, I am sure that he would at once have stretched forth his 
right hand of co-operation in the noble work of reconstruction and 
rehabilitation which the Maharaja is withholding. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: T have nothing to add. I compliment rnv ftiend, ltni 
Radha Oharan Pal Bahadur, on the language he has used and the way 
in which he has put forward his case. T have defended the Government 
and I have mentioned what thev have done and are doing. Tt is wrong 
to suggest that Government are not co-operating with the different 
non-official agencies. In fact, I have dealt with this subject at the* verj 
beginning of my speech and pointed out that it was not correct to carry 
on such an impression because the local Government officials and the 
members of the non-official agencies have up to now worked in amity 
and harmonv, and I am sure will continue to do so. 

As regards the personnel of the committee and the scope of its 
inquiry, I have already gone into that at length and I do not think 
it will serve anv useful purpose to repeat it. 

The following resolution of Bnbu Tndu Bhushan Dutta, as amended 
i* the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, was then 
put : — 

€€ Thia Council recommends to th$ Government that a committee 
of experta, official and non-officials members, with power to co-opt, be 
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appointed to inquire into and report on the causes of the frequent floods 
in Northern Bengal and to suggest possible remedies." 

A division was then taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl WasImuddTn. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Rati Uddln. 

Baau, Babu datlndra Nath. 

Ohaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Ohaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 

Oat, Babu Bhithmadav. 

Da, Babu Fanlndralai. 

Dtara, Major-Oanaral B. H. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Donald, tha Honble Mr. d. 

Donovan, Mr. «l. T. 

Emarton, Mr. T. 

Frenoh, Mr. F. C. 

Ohota, Mr. D. C. 

Qhota, ftal Bahadur Jogondra Chundar. 
Oooda, Mr. S. W. 

Haq, Shah Syad EmdaduL 
Hornall, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlntford, Mr. C. T. 

Huttaln, Maulvl Mahammed Madattur. 
damot, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 


Lang, Mr. d. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur af Bunfwan, 

the Hon’ble the. 

MaHlk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mlttar, tha Hon’blo Mr. F. C. 

Nakey, Mlrza Muhammad All. 

Prantlct, Mr. W. D. R. „ 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abtmis 
Ralkat, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthauntth 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. 4 . N. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Slnha, Babu Surtndra Narayan. 
Sklnnar, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenton, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. L. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhraarardy, Dr. Hastan. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 


N0E8. 


Dot*, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 
danah, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Khaltan, Babu Davl Protad. 


Moltra, Dr. datlndra Nath. 

Pal, Ral Bahadur Radha Charon. 
Roy, Babu dagondra Nath. 


The Ayes being 42 and the Noes 6, the motion was agreed to. 

The above amended resolution having been carried, all the other 
resolutions on the subject were not put as they were lield to be covered 
by the decision arrived at by the Council. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned .till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
22nd November, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proeeedings of the Bongo! Legislative Counoil assembled under the 
provisions of the Govern m ent of India Act 

Thu Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta* 
on Wednesday, the 22nd November, 1922, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble Nawab 
Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, being absent), and 
100 nominated and elected members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton ) 1 1 have it 
in command from His Excellency the Governor to announce that there 
will be no meeting of the Council on the 24th instant owing to the 
Durbar at Government House. His Excellency the Governor has set 
apart the 27th instant for non-ofticiul business in lieu of the 24th. 


8 tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Holidays to Moslem prisoners. 

•XXX. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) 
be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Mussulman prisoners were granted a full holiday 
on the last Bakr-ld; and 

(ft) whether the Hindu prisoners were granted a holiday during 
the last Dasarah ? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
two days' holiday for the Bakr-ld and one day for Id-ul-Fitr to the 
Muhammadan prisoners in future? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAIL8] 
<the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) (t) No. Pending the final 
decision of Government as to the holidays to be allowed to prisoner* 
in jails a half holiday was allowed to all prisoners in the jails on the 
last T3akr-ld. 

• (if) Yes. A holiday was allowed to all prisoner* in the jails on the 
Mohastami day during the last Durga Puja festival. 

( b ) The general question of holidays is still under consideration. 
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Agricultural loam and other measures for relief in North Bengal. 

•XXXI. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALi: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the amount of money which the Government intend to 
spend on agricultural loans in the areas affected by flood in North 
Bengul ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that people do not avail 
themselves of these loans as they ought to on account of the conditions 
of the loan ? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what these 
conditions are? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(?) what steps have been taken or what ste|w it is proposed to take 
for the supply of seed-grains in the affected areas; 

(n) whether seed-grains are supplied free of charge; and 

(m) what steps have been or are being taken for the supply of fodder 
to the cattle ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of the Government to imi>ort bamboos and straw 
and other materials for the reconstruction of huts in the affected areas? 

(/) Is it a fact that there is a great dearth of these building materials 
in those areas ? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of making any 
gift or grant or loan for the purpose? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) At re sent Government propose to allot a total sum of about Rs. 6J 
lakhs for agiicultuial loans, out of which Rs. 4} lakhs have already 
been sanctioned. 

(b) No; no complaint has reached Government. 

(c) The member is referred to the rules in the Bengal Loans 
Manual, 1918, which lay down the conditions. 

(d) * ( i ) and {it) As in the case of the floods in 1918, seeds are being 
distributed, wheie necessary, to the cultivators in the shape of loans in 
addition to loans in money. The seed-loans are being issued in consulta- 
tion with the officers of the Agricultural Department. It is understood 
that in certain cases the seeds are also being sold. 

( nO Fodder is being distributed free of charge only to the poor and 
needy and is being sold at cost price to others. 

The member is also referred to the Press Communiqui of the 9th 
November, 1922. 
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(#) The reply is in the negative. 

(/) Government have no reason to believe that there is either a 
great or general dearth of building materials. The huts which were 
destroyed were mainly mud-walled huts. 

(y) A total allotment of Rs. 69,000 has been sanctioned by Govern- 
ment for charitable relief met or to be met from charitable funds ^whioh 
covers the expenses for reconstruction of huts. 


Proposed railway between Ishurdi and Sadhuganj. 

•XXXIi: 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (<7) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Deportment of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) be pleased to state whether the construction of the broad gauge 
railway lines between Ishurdi and Sadhuganj in the district of Palma 
has been sanctioned ? 

(b) If so, when is the actual work of construction of the line likely 
to lie taken up? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
which have delayed the taking up of the construction of the proposed 
railway line? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. G. C. Dey): («) The construction of the line has not Wen 
sanctioned. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

(r) The delay is due to financial stringency. The Government of 
Bengal have already recommended this project to the Railway Board 
and have received a promise from the Board to consider it when funds 
are available. 


Reduction of Settlement Staff owing to introduction of 
two-party system. 

•XXXIII. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number and names 
of — 

(t) kanungoes, 

( ii ) ministerial officers, and 
<ui) other officers, 

togefher with the periods of service rendered* by each df these officers 
in the Settlement Department who wi\l be thrown out of employment 
in Consequence of the introduction of the two-party basis system? 
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( b ) What provisions, if any, are the Government making for these 
officers P 

The Hon’bfe the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR off 
BURDWAN: (a) When the decision to reduce the Settlement pro- 
gramme to a two-party basis was arrived at, the kanungo staff was not 
at full strength. As the Settlements of Nadia, Jessore and Bankura, 
which are in their concluding stages, cannot be wound up until Septem- 
ber, 1924, and there are heavy arrears in Pabna and Bogra, the 
Settlement programme will not be established on a complete two-party 
basis until the field season of 1924-25. Therefore, the reduction has 
been and will l>e gradual and it is impossible at the present stage to 
give a list of the kanungoes and ministerial or other officers who will 
be thrown out of employment in consequence of the introduction of the 
two-party programme. When the two-party system is fully established 
the staff probably required, as compared with the existing staff, is as 
follows : — 

At present: 258 kanungoes (including 12 on deputation); 
500 exj>ert muharrirs; 1,000 inferior inuharrirs. 

Proposed: 170 kanungoes; 300 expert muharrirs; 600 inferior 
muharrirs. 

(b) As the object of the introduction of the two-party system was 
economy, Government can make no general provision for such officers. 
In some cases, however, work has been found for them in other depart- 
ments. Attempts to find such work will be continued. 

Bengal Tenancy Act Amendment Committee. 

•XXXIV. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Laud Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether there is any member on the Committee for 
the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, representing the Rajshahi 
division P 

( b ) When did the said Committee begin their sittings and when did 
they complete their labours? 

(c} How many sittings of the said Committee took place in all P 

(d) When did the Government receive the report of the said 
Committee P 

( e ) When do the Government propose to publish the report of the 
said Committee P 

(/) What is the expenditure incurred for the Committee? 

The Hon’Mi the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR if 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. Four members on the Committee represented 
constituencies in the Rajshahi division,' vix. t Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 
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Khjbm- Shib Shekhareswar Ray. Rai Sahib Panchaoan Barma and 
Mauln Yakuinuddin Ahmed. 

(b) The Committee first met on 22nd August, 1921. The last 
meeting was on 18th August, 1922. 

(c) There have been 43 sittings of the full Committee. 

(d) Government have not yet received the report of the Committee 
but it is expected very soon. 

(«) No date can be given at present. 

(/) Up to date Rs. 10,400. 

Salt warehouses at Maheshkhal (Chittagong). 

*XXXV. Rai UPENORA LAL RAY Bahadur: Will- the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance Be pleased to 
state — 

<i) whether it is a fact tlmt the construction of some more ware- 
houses at Maheshkhal was sanctioned some years back; 

(it) if ho, when; 

(m) whether the work has been taken in hand; 

(tr) if not, why not; and 

(v) whether the work is likejy to be taken in band ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald): (i) The Government of India have sanctioned a 
project for dismantling some Halt warehouses at Sadarghat and in the 
Custom House compound and reconstructing them in the salt gala 
compound at Maheshkhal. The intention of this project i H to enable 
salt to be discharged from shipboard to the warehouses more quickly ‘ 
and cheaply. It will not provide additional storage space. 

(w) In 1919. 

(in) No. 

(tr) and (r) The work has been postponed owing to financial 
stringency and will not be taken up until funds are available. 

Shifting of salt 41 goto ” from Sadarghat to Maheahkhal, 

*XXXVI. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to 
%tate — (*) 

(*) whether there is any proposal for shifting the salt golat from 
Sadarghat to Maheshkhal ; ' 
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(it) if so, what is the estimated cost for the removal and when 
is it likely to be done ; 

(ni) whether there is any proposal for constructing any kuchha 
warehouses at Maheshkhal or elsewhere for the storage of salt;* 
and 

( iv ) whether the storage of non-duty paid salt is allowed in private 
warehouses when accommodation is available in the Govern- 
ment warehouses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4 . DONALD: (i) Yes. 

(n) The estimated cost is Its. 92,038. Government do not consider 
the project to be of sufficient urgency to justify its being proceeded 
with in view of present financial conditions. 

(iit) No such proposal is before Government. 

(ir) Ordinarily Government would not allow storage of non-duty 
paid salt in private warehouses when accommodation is available in the 
Government warehouses. 


8torage of salt in Chittagong warehouses. 

•XXXVII. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to 
state — 

(j) the total accommodation for storage of salt in each of the 
Government warehouses at MaheshkhaJ, Sadarghat and 
Naiuunubnzar, resj>ectively ; 

(it) the total quantity of salt in the port of Chittagong on the 1st 
November, 1922, in the different warehouses, and also in 
vessels ready fftr discharge into the warehouses; 

(iti) the number of private warehouses hired for storage of salt 
during the months of September, October and November, 
1922; and 

(it’) the reason for such licensing of private warehouses for storage 
of salt ? 

Th. hon’bl. Mr. J. DONALD: (t) Maheshklml— 360,000 maunds; 
Sadarghat — 295, (MX) maunds; Namunabazar (in Custom House com- 
pound) — 80,000 maunds. Total — 735,000 maunds. 

(ii) At Maheshkhal — 301,757 maunds; at Sadarghat — 169,974 
maunds; at Namunabaiar— 62,633 maunds; in private licensed ware- 
houses — 254,710 maunds. Total — 789,074 maunds. 

In vessels ready for discharge into the warehouses — 175,577 
maunds. 

(iti) Ten. 
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(w) There was not sufficient accommodation in the Government 
gola** 

During September and October, 1922, an unusually large number of 
salt steamers ai rived one alter the other and sometimes two at a time, 
which naturally led to congestion. 

Rti UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Is the congestion the first of 
its kind this year, or did it occur before? 

The Hon’bte Mr. 4 . DONALD: I want notice of this question. 

Raj UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: Were not private warehouses 

licensed for*storage of salt at Chittagong in previous years? 

The Hon’bte Mr. 4 . DONALD: I want notice of this question. 

Lapsing of grants to Dacca University. . 

♦XXXVIII. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Rou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 
(t) whether a grant made by the Council to the Dacca University 
has lapsed for omission to ask for the same in time; 

(ti) what is the amount of such grant; and 

(tit) who are the jiersons te^ponsible for the lapsing of the grant P 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): <i) Yes 

( 11 s ) The amount is Us. 1,03,506-10-8. 

(m) A Committee of the Executive Council of the Dacca Univer- 
sity and a separate Committee of the Court have been appointed to 
inquire into the matter and until the result of their inquiry is received, 
Government are not in a position to say who are the persons responsible. 


UnsUrrod Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

North Bengal Boodk 

77. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Laud Revenue) 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement regarding the recent flood of 
September last in North Bengal showing — 

(i) the extent of the flooded area in different districts with a map 
showing the roads, embankments, railway lines, and the 
bridges and waterways provided therein as far as can be 
ascertained by 15th November, 1922 ; 
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(it) the causes leading to the abnormal flood bo far as ascertained 
by responsible officials; 

^ iti ) the extent and nature of the damage done by the flood and 
the remedial measures adopted; 

(iv) the estimate of the help and relief measures necessary for the 

persons and localities affected and the arrangements made 
for the same ; 

( v ) the necessity and measure of outside help to be rendered and 

the arrangement so far made and what more is it necessary 
to be made for the same ; and 

(vi) the remedial measures which it is proposed to adopt? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR off 
BURDWAN: (i) to (vi) The member is referred to the communiques 
issued by Government on the 11th October and 9th November, 1922, 
which give the particulars required. 

Maps showing the areas affected by flood with roads and railway 
lines are placed on the Library table for inspection. Details about 
bridges and waterways are not available at present. 

Taxes on real property. 

78. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state how many kinds of taxes, cesses or rates, local or 
otherwise, including land revenue, are owners or occupiers of real 
property required to pay in this province? 

(b) What is the total amount realised by each of the said taxes, 
cesses or rates ? 

« 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR off 
BURDWAN. (a) Besides land revenue and cesses, taxes are levied on 
property under — 

(1) the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, and the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, 1899; 

(;?! the Local Self-Government Act, 1885, and the Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919; and 

(3) the Income Tax Act, 1922, which does not apply to agricul- 
tural income. 

(b) For land revenue and cesses the member is referred to column 9, 
appendices I and XXVIT of the Land Revenue Report. 

The amount realised from owners or occupiers of real pro- 
perty as such under the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, and the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1899, in 1920-21 was Rs. 1,46,60,781 and under sec- 
tion 1 18 C of the local Self-Government Act, 1885, was Rs. 57,893* 
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Some few union boards also realised rates under section 87 (6) of the 
Village Self-Government Act, but the amount of such rates is not 
known. 

As regards income tax the information is not available, as income 
tax on income from real property is not distinguished in the returns 
from income tax assessed on other sources of income. 


North Bengal floods. 

79. Rti HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the IWble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the following jiarti- 
culars due to the recent flood in Northern Bengal : — 

(i) the number of people affected; and 
(it) the extent of damage including — 

(/) loss of human life, 

(2) loss of cattle, 

(3) damage to houses and habitations, and 

(4) damage to crops? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to state what con- 
clusions have been reached regarding the causes of the flood ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps 
have, up till now, been taken by the Government to relieve the dis- 
tress caused by the flood? 

(</) Will the Hon’ble the Member bo pleased to state what sum lias, 
up till now, been actually spent by the Government — 

(i) in gratuitous relief to meet immediate distress, 

(it) in relief for such purposes as rebuilding houses, 

(lit) in medical relief, and 

(ir) for the restoration of destroyed crops? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what further 
sums the Government are proposing to spend in relief work and in 
what shape hereafter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The member is referred to the Press Communiquk of 
the INK November, 192?. The number of houses or huts destroyed 
was — 

Rajsbabi — 79,440. 

Bogra — 83,686. 

P&bna — 700. 

. Din a j pur — 3,511. 
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(6) and (c) The member is referred to the Press of 

11th October and 9th November, 1922. 

(d) and (e) No definite information is available at present as to 
the optual amount spent up to date. The member is, however, referred 
to the replies to starred questions No. XXV (i) and (u) asked by 
Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra which give the details showing the allotments 
made up to date by Government under the different heads and what 
further sum it is proposed to sanction in future. 


Flood relief operations. 

80. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state what has been done by the said department and especi- 
ally by the Hon’ble the Member in charge to cope with the recent 
floods and alleviate the miseries of the people up to this time since the 
commencement of these floods in the area affected? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
n statement showing in detail the aid given by the Government in the 
flood-stricken area of the districts of Bogra, Rajshahi and Pabna, 
respectively, in the shape of — 

(i) gratuitous relief; 

(t i) agricultural loans; 

(iii) distribution of rice; 

( tr) of cloth; 

(r) of fodder; * 

(ri) of medicines; and 

(rii) of materials for rebuilding the destroyed houses? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many 
officers of Government — 

(7)« of the Public Health Department, and 
. (ii) of other departments, 
tire employed at present on the flood relief operations? 

Tht Hon’blt the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR 8f 
BURDWAN: (<i) The member is referred to the Press Communig%Us 
of 11th October and 9th November, 1922. 

(b) The member is referred to the replies to starred questions No. 
XXV (i) and (ti) asked by Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra on the 21st Nov- 
ember, 1922, which give the allotments ma'de up to dote by Government 
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oft account of (I) gratuitous relief, (2) charitable relief, and (3) agri- 
cultural loans. The cost of rice distributed is being met by the Collec- 
tors ooncerned from the grant for gratuitous relief; and that for cloth, 
fodder, medicine and house-building materials from the allotment for 
charitable relief. Government have also made a free gift of 150 lbs. 
of cinchona febrifuge for the districts of Bogra and Rajshahi, 

(r) The member is referred to the answer to clause {e) of unstarred 
question No. 85 on the subject put at this meeting by Muulvi Hamid-ud- 
din Khan. 


Wages of village watchmen. 

81. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With reference to the 
answers given to my unstnrred question No. 153 for the “2Ht h August, 
1922, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department 
he pleased to state whether the Regulations passed by Lord Cornwnllis 
regarding the payment of the wages of watchmen from the stamp 
duties are still in force? 

( b ) If not, when and by what enactments have those Regulations 
been repealed? 

(r) If those Regulations are still in force, will the Hon 'hie the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons why the wages of watchmen 
are not paid from the stamp duties as provided therein? 

MEMBER in charge cf POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) The member apjwirently refers to Regula- 
tion VI of 1797. It is no longer in force. 

(b) It was repealed by several Regulations and Acts, a list of which 
will be found in the published chronological tables of the Bengal 
Regulations. 

( c ) This does not arise. 


President panohaysts. 

ML SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: WiU the Hon’ble the 
member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(f) whether the president panchavats of Bengal are appointed in 
consultation with the local people; 

(it) the period of their term of office; 

(«») what are their powers and duties; and 

(tv) what is the unit of jurisdiction of a president penchayat? 
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[22m Not. 


Th# Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (t) Yes; appointments are 

made after inquiry by a magisterial officer among the people of the 
locality. 

(it) Three years. 

(in) The duties of the panchayat are described in section V of the 
Chaukidari Manual and the special duties of presidents are given in 
rules 129 to 140 A. A copy of the Manual may be consulted in the 
Council Library. 

( iv ) The union, which is normally an area of 10 to 12 square milee. 


Licenoes for firearms. 

S3. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the qualifications required for the holding of a licence 
to possess firearms; and 

(it) the number of persons in Bengal having licences to possess 
firearms ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (t) The qualifications 
have not been rigidly defined. The guiding considerations are stated 
at pages 118 and 119 of the Bengal Arms Act Manual, a copy of which 
may be consulted in the Council Library. 

(it) The statistics kept are of licences under the Arms Act. At 
the end of last year there were 38,677 licences for the possession of 
arms. 


Pabna-Bogra Settlement. 

84. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member. in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it has been estimated how long the Settlement 
work will continue in Pabna-Bogra? 

(b) If so, what is the period so estimated? 

Th# Hon’bla th# MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR #f 
SURD WAN: (a) and (b) According to the inception proposals draft 
publication should be finished in December, 1924, and final publication 
in August, 1925. Case work, it was estimated, would go on until 
April, 1926. 
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U. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble tho 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware of the great distress and difficulties of the 

flood-stricken jieople of Northern Bengal where devastation 
* is said to have been caused to an area of 4,000 square miles; 

(b) whether the Hon’ble the Member went to the affected area and 

how long he stayed there and how far he inquired into the 
qjatter; 

(c) what sums of money have been sanctioned by the Government 

for the relief of those people; 

(d) whether Government intend to udvance agricultural loans, 

if so, to what amount ; 

(c) how many officers and doctors have Wn deputed to the 
affected area and how long the doctors (if any) stayed there; 

(/) how many centres for relief have been opened by the Govern- 
ment by this time; 

(g) how many centres for relief have been opened by private 

organizers ; 

(h) what do the Government think is the loot-cause of the flood; 

(i) what is the opinion of l>r. Bentley in this mutter; 

(/) whether the Government have made a final estimate of the 
number of deaths, of both men and animals, in the affected 
area by this time; and 

(k) what steps the Government propose to take for the prevention 
of a similar occurrence of Hood in the affected area!' 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN* (a) Yes; the area flooded was approximately 1,800 
square miles. 

(6) I visited the flooded area towards the beginning of the second 
week of October last, stayed there for one day, insjiected some of the 
worst affected areas and discussed matters with the local officers. 

(c) and ( d ) The member is referred to the replies to starred 
questions No. XXV (*) and (it) asked by Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra on 
the 21st November, 1922. 

(e) Altogether 56 officers and 45 doctors were deputed to the affected 
a!%a$. According to the information received up to the 10th instant, 
with the exception of a few who have left, the doctors are still working. 
(/) The number of relief centres opened by Government is 43. 
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(ff) The number of relief centres opened by private organisers Is 62. 
(h) and (i) The member is referred to the Press Communiqui of the 
11th October last. The root-cause of the flood was undoubtedly the 
exceptionally heavy rainfall. An inquiry will, however, be made as to 
how far the railway embankment is a contributory cause. 

(;) The member is referred to the communique of the 9th November, 
1922. 

(h) The member is referred to the replies to starred questions No. XVI 
(r) and (d) put by Babu Fanindralal l)e on the 20th November, 1922. 


Flood relief measures. 

86. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land. 
Revenue) be pleased to lay on the tublc a statement showing — 

(») the total area affected by the floods in Northern Bengal and 
Faridpur and other districts; 

(«) the number of families rendered homeless; 

(m) the amount of help given up to date by the Government to 
the sufferers by the floods ; and 

(tr) what further help it is proposed to render them? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fart that but for private charity on a wide scale the condition of the 
flood-stricken people would have been worse than wdiat it is now? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state w T hether any 
special kind of financial help in the shape of loans through Co-opera- 
tive Societies has been decided upon for the rniyats of the ganja culti- 
vation area in the Naognon subdivision? 

(*/) If so, what is the total amount of money to be given ou loan for 
the purpose? 

(e) Is the JHon’ble the Member aware that several areas have been 
worse affected than the Naogaon subdivision? 

(/) If so, are the Government contemplating extending similar 
kind of help to all flood-affected areas as is to be given to the sufferers 
of the ganja cultivation area in Naogaon? 

Tt* Hon’ble the MAH ARAJAOHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN* (<i) 0) The member is referred to the communiqui pf 
9tb November, 1922, w'hich gives the total areas affected by the recent 
floods in the Rajshahi division. The area affected by the flood in the 
district of Faridpur was 70 square miles. 
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(#} The information is not available. 

(m) and (tv) As to Rajahahi division the member is referred to 
replies to starred questions No. XIV (t) and (it) asked by Dr. Jatindra 
Nath Moitra at this session. A sum of Re. 50,000 was allotted for 
agTioultnral loans in the Faridpur district. 

(b) Yes. 

( c ) to (J) A sum of Re. 1,60,000 has been advanced by the Naogaon 
Ganja Co-operative Society for loans to its own members. It is not 
available for other areas. 


Non-official advisory oommitteae to help in district administration. 

ST. Bobu BROdENDRA KIBHOR RAY GHAUDHURIt (a) Is 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department aware 
that the Government of the United Provinces have accepted the prin- 
ciple embodied in a resolution moved at a recent meeting of the Provin- 
cial Legislative Council recommending the constitution of non-official 
advisory committees in all districts consisting of leading non-officials 
and members of the Legislative Council to advise the Collector on 
matters relating to district administration? 

' (5) Are the Government contemplating any measure so as to asso- 
ciate the leading non-officials of the district with the work of the district 
administration P 

MEMBER In oharga of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (thi 
Han't* Mr. H. L. itaphanaon) : (a) Government have no information. 

(5) No such measure is contemplated. 


Raaolntiana 

(an mattars of ganaral public intaraaf). 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I call upon Babu Annada Charan Dutta to mova^ 
the resolution standing in his name. 

Babu INDU BHUBHAN DUTTA: May I have a ruling on one 
point? There were several resolutions on the floods yesterday. One 
was put to the Council and carried. As regards the other resolutions, 
i* it your ruling that they lapse or are deemed to be withdrawn or lost, 
m can they be put to the Council again ? 

, Mr* PRESIDENT! The member knows very well that it is within the 
jS w wtW B a i tfc« President to aeket • putwakr rmthttin tmi pti k. 

14 
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The resolution that was selected was put in the form of an amendment 
to a substantive resolution, and, as it was carried, it follows naturally 
that the substantive resolution as well as all the other resolutions and 
amendments fail. 


Weaving lohod at Chittagong. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that a peripatetic Weaving School be 
started at Chittagong. ® 

I beg to state at the outset that the request underlying this reso- 
lution is a very modest one. The necessity of weaving schools and 
the utility thereof have been sufficiently appreciated in all quarters, 
and thanks are due to Government for assisting the two permanent 
weaving schools, one at Jorhatgunge and another at Gajhari at Chitta- 
hut experience has showu that there are a certain number of 
hereditary joins and weavers, of Muhammadan and other castes, who 
are very much averse to leaving their occupation and homes in the 
interior and to coming to the ceutrul places in order to learn the 
. improved methods of handlooms now introduced. The result has been, 
therefore, that while even persons of the bhadralog classes, who have 
not taken to the occupation of weaving in one sense, are doing some sort 
of good work, the ]>eople who used to supply the district with their 
weaviug productions have been left muoh behind. There are mom 
than 6(H) Mussulman weaving classes in one of the thanas called 
Satkhauia. There are other numerous classes of weavers in other places, 
and the suggestion which I make is that there should he some arrange^ 
ment to reach these people and to give them some sort of training in 
the improved handlooms. I have reason to believe, and I thankfully 
acknowledge it, that the Government *is very sympathetic towards 
this and also there is a proposal to send out a man for this sort of 
training. My resolution really does not want a permanent but a 
peripatetic % school or something like that. Probably after six months 
or a year when these people will appreciate the advantage of the new 
'training, there will be no further necessity of having any peripatetio 
school at Chittagong. I quite appreciate the present financial diffi- 
culties of Government, but for giving effect to such a small resolution 
with such a modest request, I believe the funds of the department may 
be sufficient, and I take this opportunity also for heartily thanking 
the Government on behalf of the people of Chittagong, for the steps 
which Government have taken or are likely to take to estabtiah coaa- 
mercial and industrial schools, and I may also be allowed to soy that 
if in giving effect to this resolution the establishment of the two othe r 
•okooU has to be* delayed for a day, I would withdraw it. 
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fEERETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT * AQRIOUL* 
TURK m* INDUSTRIES (Mr. 4. T. (tom van): I must oppose this 
resolution but I hasten to say that it is through no lack of sympathy 
,(ffl the part of the Hon’bie the Minister in charge of the Industries 
Department that I do so. The absence of the Hon’bie the Minister from 
the Council is under circumstances which, as the Hon’ble the Maharaja* 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said yesterday, we all deplore, and it is 
an absence which we all hope will be a short one. It is a circumstance, 
however, which is decidedly unfortunate for me in that it places upon 
me a duty which is not ordinarily undertaken by the occupants of these 
front benches, and it places upon me this duty ut a time when I cannot 
look to my # chief for encouragement. As 1 have said it is not for any 
lack of sympathy on the j*ort of the Hon’ble the Minister that I oppose 
this resolution. The Hon’ble the Miuister in charge of the Department 
of Industries is in entire sympathy with the desire of the mover and of 
those who, like him, wish these schools to be extended throughout the 
province. The sympathy of the Hon’bie the Minister is wider than that 
of the mover. In fact, it is not that we love Chittagong the less but 
that we love Bengal the more. 


It is perfectly true, that there are numerous weavers in the district 
of Chittagong who are anxious for assistance to improve their craft. 
It is also true that in every district of the ]vrovince there are similarly 
numerous weavers who are anxious to In* taught the improved methods 
of the modern handloom. Now, Sir, the mover of this resolution has 
visualised the state of affairs at Chittagong. The Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Industries Department 1ms to visualise the same state 
of affairs in every district in this province, and the other members from 
the districts will bear me out in this. 


It will also be agreed, I think, by the Council that a proposition 
of this kind, namely, the establishment of a peripatetic school is one 
which should derive a certain amount of support from local bodies, and it 
is a fact well worth noting that, when in the circular issued to the 
district boards of Bengal they were asked if they would assist p ojects of 
this kind, many of the district boards replied that they would gladly do 
so, but, unfortunately, the district board of Chittagong was conspicu- 
ous by its absence from the list of those who so replied in the 
affirmative. 

Now, the policy of Government in connection with these schools 
is to extend them as rapidly as the financial position will permit and 
to extend them in the districts that need them and in the order of their 
seed. If Chittagong is in need of a peripatetic school, it will get in 

r e; it will get it in the order of its need, and if the desire is fortified 
local offers of help it will get its school all the more quickly. As 
a natter of fact, in spite of what the fiiover of the resolution has sug- 
gested, the Agriculture and Industries Department has not entirely 

14 a 
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The resolution that was selected was put in the form of an amendment 
to a substantive resolution, and, as it was carried, it follows naturally 
that the substantive resolution as well as all the other resolutions and 
amendments fail. 


Weaving Softool at Chittagong. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that this Council 
recommends to t he Gov eminent that a peripatetic Weaving School be 
started at Chittagong. ' 

I l**g to state at the outset that the request underlying this reso- 
lution is a very modest one. The necessity of weaving schools and 
tin* utility thereof have been sufficiently appreciated m all quarters, 
and thanks aie due to Government foi assisting the two [icimanent 
weaving schools, one at Jmhatgunge and another at (injbnri at Chitta- 
gong, but exjKM ience has shown that there are a eel tain number of 
lieu edit an John and weavers, of Muhammadan and other castes, who 
art* very much u\erse to leaving their occupation and homes in the 
interior and to coming to the central places m ordei to learn the 
improved methods of handlooms now introduced. The result has bean, 
therefore, that while even persons of the bhadmlotj (hisses, who have 
not taken to the occupation of weaving in one sense, are doing some sort 
of good work, the Jieople who used to supply the district with their 
weaving productions have been left much behind. There arc more 
than 5(H) Mussulman weaving classes in one of the thanas called 
Satklmuia. J here are other numerous classes of weavers in other [daces, 
and the suggestion which 1 make is that then* should lx* some arrange- 
ment to reach these people and to give them some sort of training in 
the improved handlooms. 1 have reason to believe, and 1 thankfully 
acknowledge it, that the Government U very sympathetic towards 
this and also there i* a pro]>osul to send out a man for this sort of 
training. My resolution really does not want a ^rnmnent but a 
penjmtetie , school or something like that. Probably after six months 
or a \ ear when these jieople will appreciate the advantage of the new 
training, there will be no further necessity of having any peripatetic 
school at ( hittagong. 1 quite appreciate the present financial diffi- 
culties of Government, hut for giving effect to such a small resolution 
with nut h a modest request, 1 believe the funds of the depaitment mav 
lie sufficient, and 1 take this opportunity also for hemtily thanking 
the Government on behalf of the jieople of Chittagong, for the steps 
which Government have taken or are likely to take to establish com- 
mercial and industrial schools, and I may also he allowed to say that 
if in giving effect to this resolution the establishment of the two other 
aohools luks to be ‘delayed for a day, I would withdraw it. 
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SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT Of ACRICUL* 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan): I must Op{M>Ne thiH 
resolution but I hasten to say that it is through no lack of sympathy 
on the part of the Hon’ hie tlie Minister in charge of the Industries 
Department that I do so. The absence of the llon’ble the Minister from 
the Council is under circumstances which, as the llon'ble the Maharaja* 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said vesteulny, we all deplore, and it is 
an absence which we all hope will lie a short one. It is u circumstance, 
however, which is decidedly unfortunute for me in that it places 
me a duty which is not ordinarily undertaken by the occupants of these 
front beuches, and it places ui*>n me this duty at a time when 1 cannot 
look to my* chief for encouragement. As I hu\e said it U not for any 
lack of sympathy on the pait of the llon’ble the Minister that I opjnise 
this resolution. I he llon'ble the Minister in chaise of the Depaitment 
of Industries is in entire sympathy with the desire of the mover and of 
those who, like him, wish these schools to 1 h» extended throughout the 
province. The sympath) of the llon’ble the Minister is wider than that 
of the mover. In tact, it is not that we love Chittagong the less but 
that we love Bengal the more. 

It is peifeeth true, that there are numerous weavers in the district 
of Chittagong who ale anxious for assistance to improve their craft. 
It is also tiue that in every distiict of the province there are similarly 
numerous weavers who are anxious to be taught the improved methods 
of the modern handloom. Now, Sn. the mover of this resolution has 
visualised the state of affairs at Chittagong. The llon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Industries Depaitment has to visualise the same state 
of affairs in every district in this province, and the other membcis from 
the districts will Irear me out m this 

It will also Ik* agreed, I think, by the Council that a projiosition 
of this kind, namely, the establishment of a jienpatctic school is one 
which should derive a certain amount of supj>ort from local bodies, and it 
is a fact well worth noting that, when in the circular issued to the 
district boards of Bengal they were asked if they would assist p oje< ts of 
this kind, many of the district hoards replied that they would gladly do 
so, but, unfortunately, the district board of Chittagong was conspicu- 
ous by its absence from the list of those who so replied in the 
affirmative. 

Now, the policy of Government in connection with them* schools 
is to extend them as rapidly as the financial |M>sition will permit and 
to extend them in the districts that need them and in the order of their 
need. If Chittagong is in need of a ]x»ripatetic school, it will get in 
tone; it will get it in the order of its need, ami if the desire is fortified 
by local offers of help it will get its school all the more quickly. As 
a matter of fact, in spite of what the mover of the resolution has sug- 
gested, the Agriculture and Industries Department has not entirely 
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forgotten Chittagong or treated it a* the tail of the province. We have 
already, a« he point** out, made proposals to aend a peripatetic instruc- 
tor to Satkhama which is a chief centre of the weavers in Chittagong. 
We have, as a matter of fact, under consideration grants-in-aid to 
three private weaving schools in Chittagong and we have endeavoured 
to get the municipality and the district hoard to help us in establish- 
ing a weaving school at Chittagong itself. There is also, as he points 
out, the suggestion for a commercial and industrial school at Chiti.*- 
goug. It cannot be said then that we are overlooking the claims of 
Chittagong. 

I think, Sir, if I understand the mover aright, he will be satisfied 
if for the present we go on with our scheme for sending a peripatetic 
instructor to Satkhania. 1 think I can say that we shall do our best 
to put that pmjMisal into force as soon as possible, and in view of this 
and in view of the sympathy which we have in this direction not only 
for ( hittugong but for the whole of Bengal, 1 trust, that the mover will 
carry out the suggestion in the last sentence of his speech and with- 
draw this resolution. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: 1 thank the hon'ble gentleman 
for his kind reply though I take exception to one point, namely, that 
it is not n fact that Chittagong lias not Iieen really overlooked or ignored 
for the sake of the whole of Bengal. I am just reminded of what a 
Kiiro|ieun gentleman said at the time of the annulment of the jwrtition 
of Bengal that it would be better for Chittagong to be the head of the 
new province instead of being its tail, because all the nouiishment will 
be given to the up].er part and the tail will never come in for its share- 
and |Nirhu]is if we take concrete instances, I shall he able to satisfy my 
friend that this has Iieen the ease. In any ease, this is the grievance of 
the people of Chittagong. Generally, whenever anv medical scheme or 
other scheme is put forward for distant places like Chittagong, finan- 
c.iu ditlieiilt.es are always raised. I hope and trust that Chittagong 
will not lie forgotten this time and that we shall be treated with equal 
sympathy, and with the assurance given that a perijmtetic instructor 
will he sent out, I have no objection to withdraw my resolution. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Bwwnpore Weaning institute. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI : 1 move that this Council recommend, 
to the Government that a committee with a non-official majority be 
appointed to investigate and report on the proposed establishment of 
the Government Weaving Institute at Serampnre on the land immediately 
to the east of the Sersmpore College grounds, provisionally promised 
by the Government of Bengal under Lord Ron&ldahay. 
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I should like to make a short statement regarding the main facts of 
the Serampore Weaving School. Since the year 1907 the authorities 
of Serampore College have been urging on the Government their claims 
in the interest of the growth and continued existence of the college 
to the land to the east of the college compound as far as waterworks 
boundary. The Government of Sir Andrew Fraser definitely recognised 
the claims of the college, but no definite steps were taken either under 
the administration of Sir Andrew Fraser or of that of Ins successor in 
giving effect to the proposal. In the year 1910, however, a portion 
of the land immediately to the east of the college was handed over to 
the college authorities for development purposes, and the lion 'hie 
Mr. P. C. fjyon on visiting the college on the College Foundation Day 
on the 3rd February, 1917. spoke as follows, after consulting, as the 
College Faculty has grounds for thinking, his fellow-members on the 
Governor’s Council : — 

In another matter, also closely affecting the prosperity of the college, they have 
the cordial sympathy of Government and that it» the matter of the expansion of 
their buildings along the river frontage to the cast This expansion is blorkinl 
for the present by want of funds from which thq college sudors an sever* l> um 
the Government and hv Government’s inability to relinquish just at present the 
land originally acquired bv it for the Serampore Weaving School But the develop* 
mont of that school will require a new and a larger site and the Government 
appreciate the fact that the hope that the college entertains of being allowed to 
expand in this direction is a legitimate one and one in which they are entitled to 
the assistance of Government in due course 

In December, 1918, His Excellency I/ird Ronaldshnv presided at 
Serum] mrc College Convocation and made the following statement- 

As long ago bn February, lit! 7. Mr Lyon stated publicly that the hope which 
the college entertains of expanding in that direction was a legitimate one ind ma- 
in which they are entitled to the assistance of Government m due course From 
that attitude the Government have not the slightest intention of receding. 
Definite proposals for the removal of the Weaving School fiom its present siLe have 
actually been under consideration, hut the estimated <osi has hitherto stood in 
the way of their being accorded samtion The land is not, therefore, at present 
available, and it is beyond my power to say when it will be All that I can say 
is that there is a reasonable probability of its becoming available within a not very 
distant future; and that if this expectation is realised I should hold that the ( o flogs 
had the first claim upon Government m respect of it. 

Since ♦hen, the Reformed administrator! has come into existence, 
and the question of the Government Central Weaving School falls under 
the Ministry of Industry. 

I understand that the Hon’ble the Minister of Industry has taken a 
definite attitude in the matter. He is of opinion that the* Central Weav- 
ing Institution ought to be permanently located at Serampore and that 
on the ground situated to the east of the Serampore College grounds. 
TJus attitude on the part of the Hon’ble the Minister raises two very 
important iasues: — 

(1) Is the land adequate for the purjiose of the Weaving School or 
ia it quite inadequate for its full expansion ? 
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(2) Will it mean a serious interference with the future development 
of the Serumpore College which is in existence there for 
over a century and is doing a noble piece of workP 

So far us the first issue is concerned, I am perfectly sure that an 
impartial committee will come to the definite conclusion that it is 
certainly inadequate. I should like to quote here the opinion of the 
Directed of Public Instruction. He says: — 

Tin* more urgent tiling im to do something for the Government Central Weaving 
School. The work which centres round this institution has been successful, but 
the accommodation at Hernmpoic is hopelessly bad It is a great pity that the 
only realty promising industrial work whieh is being done should be hampered in 
this way. There is no advantage whatever m carrying on the work at Serampore. 
Neither expansion nor improvement is possible there The land at Serampore, 
which was bought by Government some time ago for a new' weaving school, is 
quite inadequate for the purpose Moreover, it would be grossly unfair and stupid 
to keep this land from the Serum |K>rc College I have long since come to the 
conclusion that the removal of the Weaving Institute from Serani|>orc is imperatively 
urgent and that land should he uequired near Calcutta, preferably on the river 
bunk, and that on this land there should lx* constructed buildings suitable for Hie 
Weaving Institute 1 think that sulhuent land should be inquired to admit of the 
expansion ot the institute's s< ojh* 

I think that considered judgment from such high authority is to 
ho regarded us conclusive. So fur as tin* second issue is concerned, the 
future expansion of the Serampore College w ill he doomed lor ever. It 
will lie sandwiched lietween the Indian jute nulls on the west and the 
projected Weaving Institute on the east. On the north there is the 
Ganges and the south is inhabited b\ highly toHjiertablo ancient families 
whom it will not he jawsihlc for the college to dislodge. There 
is a mosque on the south of the college which cannot he touched. The 
• future expansion of the college will he seriously crippled if the land 
in question he made a permanent habitation of the Weaving Institute. 
The Hon’hle the Minister for Education and the Director of Public 
Instruction jniul a visit to the college in August, 1921. and were most 
sympathetic in their attitude towards the college. The college has 
been most generously and sympathetically treated by Government. 
Now that the college is looking forward to development in the near 
future as Soon ns funds permit, is the Government going to create an im- 
possible situation for it ? 1 think 1 have made out a prunfi facie case 

for the matter to he carefully gone into by a committee. My demand 
is n very, very modest one and I sincerely trust and hope it will be 
acceded to by the members of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babti Surtndra Nath Ray): I support 

this resolution and I think, as my friend has said, it is a very modest 
resolution All that he asks for is that a committee might be appointed 
and that the matter might lie investigated and reported on by that 
committee so that, at least to a very large extent, everything will depend 
upon the decision of that committee. Under *the circumstances, I 
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think, there cannot be any reasonable objection on the part of Govern- 
ment to accede to the just and modest demand of my friend and to 
accept this resolution. 

Mr. H. BARTON: I have much pleasure in supporting this resolution. 
The mover has made his case very clear. 1 do not think the touncil 
will ^object to the very modest request that a committee should la? 
apjxiinted to go into this matter. The claims of the college, we tind, 
weie recognised by two Governors and one member of the Kxecuuve 
Council and each of them had. to a \erv large extent, given hopes that 
this ground would very shortly be handed over to the college, but 1907 
to 19*?? seems to be i very 1< ng time and m view of the very pronounced 
statement made h\ two Governors and the member whose iiume hus been 
mentioned, 1 think it will be only fair for this Council to accept the 
resolution that a committee of inquiry l*» u pointed. 

Mr. 4. T. DONOVAN: T rise again to oppose tins resolution; and 
if when I rose on the last occasion I deplored tin* absence of my chief, 
I must deplore even still more his absence now when 1 find anayed 
against me all this a< ademn al talent and even the Deputy-President. I 
have had quoted against me the opinions of two Governors and of 
Mr. P. (\ L\ on, not to mention the opinion of Mr. Hornell. I shall 
deal with the opinion of Mr. Hornell first. The mover of this resolution 
has quoted Mr. Hornell as saying that it was imperatively necessary for 
us to clear out of Serampore. 1 wish to quote an opinion of Mr. Hor- 
ncll’s rrrhati m . Mr. Hornell said on another occasion— not tip* same 
occasion alxmt this institute — 

Its present n < lommodntion is both unsuitable and inadequate and I atn told by 
Mr Hoogewcrf that it would h»* difficult to obtain nn\ site at Kerarnporc other 
than the one already acquired ( i r . the one we are now a*-ke<l to give op] 

I recognise the position of the Serampore College hut, holding ns I do that the 
weaving m hool ought in any ririumstanccH to remain at or neat Reranquue, I 
Bhould very much regret to have to prejudice the future of that institution bv a 
surrender of the land already acquired if, as I understand, there is a chance of our not 
being able to obtain another aite in that locality now 

DEPUTY 8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT (Mr. W. W. Hornell): May I have the date of the* 
document ? 

Br« J. T. DONOVAN: The date of the document in 1915. 

Mr. W. W. HORNELL: May I rise to a point of personal explana- 
tion? A year of conviction elapsed between t fiat opinion and the other. 

Mr. d. T. DONOVAN: My argument on this jKiint may be expressed 
as qvnt hamines , tot rsntentur. If you apjaiint a committee lalher 
if you chooae your committee — you will get whatever opinion you wish, 
f am quite prepared to accept the resolution if it is left to me to ehooae 
the committee. (Hear, hear.) 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Very frank, indeed! 
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Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: Mr. Lyon has been quoted as promising Urn 
land. It is a long time since Mr. Lyou was here and I do not think 
he had any right to make the promise. Two Governors have been 
quoted as supporting this proposal. There, again, I must say that 
there is some misrepresentation. Iiord Ron&ldahay’s promise was, as 
the mover of the resolution admits, purely provisional. Lord Ronald- 
shay said that, under certain circumstances, the college would be 
deemed to have a daim ujxjn that land. Those circumstances have 
never arisen; not only that, but the likelihood of their arising is even 
still more distant now than ever. 

There are many colleges in Bengal but there is only one Weaving 
Institute. When the last resolution was being discussed, you heard the 
mover say how people in the mufassal are longing to learn weaving 
and to introduce better looms amongst the weavers. We have only one 
place from which we cun get the necessary teachers and that ia the 
Serampore Institute. To make room for the Seiampore College to 
expand we are asked to move out of the land which we bought in 1^06 
and which we certainly cannot get now for the same price or five times 
the sum© price. Again, within the last few years we have seen a great 
development in the weaving industry in this province, encouraged by 
the oo-ofierative societies and the Dejmrtment of Industries. The 
weaving industry has received a great impetus; it began when the price 
of cloth rose to an abnormal extent during the war and since then that 
impetus has gone on and even now it is stronger than ever. In proof 
of that l assure this House that la*t year 2,000 students applied for 
admission to the Weaving Institute and we have onl\ accommodation 
for 150. Therefore, we were unable to take even 10 j>er cent, of those 
who had upphed and these students were eager to learn the profession 
in order that they might go out into the world to teach weaving and 
get good salaries. Raja Kisfiori Lai Goswami, who lives in Serampore, 
has said that every student who has left this institute is employed 
to-day and some of them are getting so much as Rs. 500 a month. 
Can Professor Mukhorji say that of the Serampore College Y Aa I have 
said, we have many colleges which turn out matriculates and gradu- 
ates every year, but we have only one Weaving Institute. This institute 
is turning'out middle class men educated to lie able to go round the 
country into different districts and teach weaving. They have sent five 
men to the district of Bankura. I know that the weavers themaelvea 
are eager for more. In the area affected by the flood, which we have 
discussed so much, at Raninagar, the weaver-cultivator# are anxious to 
learn better methods so that they may employ themaelvea profitably 
between the seasons of cultivation, and they asked for man from 
Serampore. r 

It is not so long since that this Council proponed that them should 
be a committee appointed to i&v*t%ait the causes of middle olaas 
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unemployment. As I have said, Raja Kishori Lai Goswami baa said 
that every man who goes out of the Serampore Institute is employed. 
Are we to solve the problem of unemployment by the SeramjK>re College 
or by the Weaving Institute? We have had a hundred colleges for a 
hundred years and we have the question of unemployment still with us. 
We have no student of the Weaving Institute unemployed. It is the 
ambition of many members of this Council — a laudable ambition too — * 
to see the people of this province revive their handloom weaving industry 
and weave their own clothes. There is no reason why every cultivator 
should not weave the cloth that he weuts and an idea of the Weaving 
Institute is to teach them to do so. The Seram jx>re Weaving 
Institute has not yet got sufficient room and if we adopt this resolution 
w’e must throw this idea to the winds. 

I have siKiken of the expansion of the Weaving Institute.’ 1 forgot 
to mention, or rather 1 postponed mentioning, that within the last 
ten days a very imjiortant expansion lias taken place, because for the 
first time in its histoiv, it has been decided to admit women into the 
Seram jK>re Weaving Institute. There me to be six women who will lie 
taught how to teach weaving and twelve who will come in to learn 
weaving. This innovation is due to the Young Women's Christian 
Association who have now taken up a house in Serani|H»re. 

I have not much more to add, and I think that, on consideration, 
the members of this Council will ugree that it will Ik* a calamity, until 
we can find a place and until we can find funds to provide a prqjier weav- 
ing institution, and not only until the Weaving Institute is provided 
with funds in the Budget and on files, but until brick and mot tar lave 
been put together and the building lots been constructed and fully 
equipped and the looms are there, until all this has been done, it will 
be a calamity to take the risk of loosing the institute and it is this 
risk we are now asked to take. 1 would also remind the Council — I 
believe there are many lawyers here who know it — of the good old adage 
that possession is nine jHiints of the law and we are now m possession . 
I trust, nay, I am confident that members of the Council will consider 
carefully the consequences if they decide to strike such a blow at the 
Weaving Institute which we are so anxious to assist, and that they 
will reject this resolution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA* When there is & tussle between 
fhe Department of Education and the Department of Industries, it 
cannot be an enviable position for the Hon'ble the Minister, who is now 
in charge of both these departments. Those of us, who take much 
interest in the Weaving Institute, know that the present state of affairs 
is most uncomfortable. This school, which is one of the very few bright 
flfmts in the cloudy Department of Industries, is situated in one place, 
the boarding in another, and we feel that this arrangement cannot con- 
tinue any longer and that something must be done to remedy this state 
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of things. For this purpose, a piece of land was acquired; and I do 
not know why Professor Mukherji and the Serampore College author- 
ities have been raising this question over and over again. There must 
be a finality in this ease, if this institute is to continue in Serampore. 
I fulve been informed on good authority that there is no other place, 
where the srhool a ml the boarding can be accommodated together. 
Therefore, this resolution must be considered from that point of view. 
Hut if the (Government is agreeable, and if the members of this Council 
Jia ve no objection, 1 should like to suggest that Dacca, which is the 
centre of weaving, should be the centre of a weaving institute. If 
Mr. Donovan has no objection, and if the Uon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Finance Department will give the necessary funds wv from East 
Bengal, would like to please Professor Mukherji, by taking this insti- 
tute awa.v from SeiamjKire to Dacca. In that view of the matter, I 
have no objection to supporting the resolution foi the appointment of 
a committee. 

Rai RADHA CHAR AH PAL Bahadur: After the very able, lucid, 
and eloquent sjiecch of Mr. Donovan, I do not think that there is any- 
thing left for me to say in sujqxirt of the Kerampoie Weaving Institute. 

I listened with great interest to the sjieech of my friend. Professor 
Mukheijr, and as soon as he resumed ins spat, I quieth approached him 
and asked him for his views as regards the location of the Weaving 
Institute, because he did not touch on that point in his sj>eech. I 
thought that he had some idea as to where the Weaving Institute could 
be located and when* it would have more extensive accommodation. 
From the conversation I had with him— I luqie he will pardon me for 
referring to the private conversation I had with him- -I gathered that 
he had no eonerete piojnisal as to the future location of the Weaving 
Institute. Having regard that fact, l think we should be very 
reluctant, indirectly as it were, to agree to the removal of the Seram- 
jsire Weaving Institute from the place where it is now located, and the 
possibility of its expansion being for ever curtailed. Mr. Donovan is 
the official sjiokesnum and he has indeed spoken very frankly, as he 
has said that if it is left to him to choose his committee, he will have 
no objection to accepting this resolution. I do not think that that is 
possible ill these democratic days. Perhaps, my friend, Professor 
Mukherji, will have it the other way. Therefore, 1 am very reluctant 
to give my unqualified support to the resolution, and I have my personal 
reasons for the same. Personally, 1 am greatly indebted to the Institute. 

I am Secretary to the District Charitable Society, and we have, through 
the fostering care uud guidance of our President, Sir Asutosh Chau- 
dhuri, established an industrial school to tench weaving to widows and 
orphans, who are recipients of our charity. Under our constitution we 
have to give them some monthly stipends for their maintenance which 
are quite inadequate in these days of high prices; and our Committee 
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thought that it would he better especially at the present time when 
there is happily that enthusiasm for spin mug and weaving to take 
advantage of the present situation, and to introduce weaving and spin- 
ning amongst these helpless widows and orphans. We have, therefore, 
started the industrial school for that pur[>ose, and I may say that we 
had the greatest passible difficulty in securing a suitable teacher. J am 
personally grateful to Mr. Iloogerwerf for giving us a qualified teacher 
from the Weaving Institute. We were once invited there and we found 
that admirable work was lieing done theie. 1 should say to those who 
have got high aeademie degrees t hat help i> an institute which is 
doing admirable work and which is much sought after by im country- 
men. I ho^x* that it will not he the only one of its kind, hut that there 
will he half a dozen of such institutes lound about ('alcuttu. 

I was indeed much interested to know from Mr. Donovan that he has 
got 12 women students. It is of the gieatest necessity to send teachers 
to teach widows m js>oi families weaving and spinning, so that they 
may earn their own Inehhood. I tlnnk, theiefore, that such an institu- 
tion when* the authorities had to refuse admission to more than a 
thousand bo\s lor want of accommodation should not he < rippled and 
its pros | x»< ts maned for ever. I feel that the matter should he taken 
up clejKii tmentallv bv the llon’hle the Mmistei for Educ ation and the 
HoiEble tin* Mmistei for Agiicultme and Industries to make* such 
nnnngements that it would In* jHissjhh* to maintain and extend the 
Weaving Institute and as fai as ptac Inahle to help the Scram J Hire 
College. We have got onl\ one Weawng Institute in tins | mi it of tin* 
province, wheieas we haw got colleges h\ dozens and hundreds through- 
out this piesidency. Vocational education is the ciung need of the 
hour. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: i s\ nijmthise with Piofessor 
Mukherji, hut from what I have heard from him, I am convinced that 
the Serumjxire College needs some additional land; hut it apjHuus from 
what I have heard from Mr. Donovan, that we should give encourage- 
ment to industrial education m prefeience to general education. Our 
esteemed friend, Bahu Indu Bhushun Dutta, has suggested that this 
Weaving School tnu> 1m* transferred from Scrum | wire to Dacca. W T liat 
I l»eg to submit is that there should be a weaving institute not only in 
Dacca hut in every district of Bengal; and the sooner it is clone, the 
better. W T e have got a nuiiil>er of colleges in Bengal. Our courts are 
overcrowded with lawyers, and the time has come when we should try 
our best to encourage industrial education. Cnder these circumsta necs, 

I am sorry I cannot support Professor Mukherji. 

# Rfti JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Mr Donovan has 
undoubtedly made out a very strong ease. There is no doubt whatso- 
ever that the Serampore W'eaving Institute should neither he removed 
nor crippled in any way and that even' facility should be given to it 



m SERAMPORE WEAVING INSTITUTE. [22nd Nor. 

for expansion. By saying all this in favour of Mr. Donovan I cannot 
help supporting Professor Mukherji in this matter. We, the people of 
Bengal, cannot forget Carey and Marshman and their names are 
cherished in our memory and our sympathies go out to the Serampore 
College and I believe every one here should support any demand which 
the Seram] tore College makes upon us for expansion, at least for the 
association of the two names with it. Their names are not only revered 
in Hangul but regarded with gratitude and their names are beloved in 
Bengal; and mind you, gentlemen, that the Serampore College gets 
money not from the people of Bengal but from the people of England. 
This is a chanty given by the people of England to the people of Bengal 
and why should not the jieople of Bengal give a piece of land not free 
but for a price? It is said thut Classes have been oj>ened for women 
and the Weaving Institute cannot get laud. I therefore propose both 
to Mr. Donovan and to Professor Mukherji that they should pay for the 
land adjoining them and out of that money the Serampore Weaving 
Institute should purchase land elsewhere. That is a pro]K>sal to which 
nobod v can object — no rational man can object. Therefore, the proposal 
of Professor Mukherji to uppomt a committee does not seem unreason- 
able and 1 say that this matter should be referred to the arbitration of 
the Education Minister the Hon' hie Mr. P. C. Mitter, and let him 
decide this matter, and if he agrees to it 1 Mipjx>se Professor Mukherji 
will agree to it, 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 must confess that I feel 
it my duty to ugree with my friend, Professor Mukherji, in this matter, 
knowing, as 1 do, the Serampore College and the [>lace. 1 think that 
theie is no point in depriving this college of its legitimate place for 
expansion. Much has been said by my friend, Mr. Donovan, by way of 
comparison in money value*between the earnings of the students of the 
college and of those of the Weaving Institute. To me, however, the 
comparison seems to be inconceivable. Supposing it to be a fact that 
a man coming out from the Russa Engineering Works earns Bs. 250, 
whereas a youngman after graduating himself from the Presidency 
College earns only Rs. 50, is it reasonable to say that the Presidency 
College should be abolished and another workshop set up in its place? 
It is the most ridiculous argument ever heard — a most ridiculous 
argument - that because a man from the {serampore Weaving Institute 
earns Rs. 500 a month and from Professor Mukherji’* college a man 
cannot learn Rs. 50 after graduating, therefore break down that college 
or squeeze it as much as possible and have a Weaving School there. 
There is a limit to things. When our esteemed friends come and pro- 
mise to help us so much in our industrial development, I am almost 
disposed to think that there is something which looks rather auspicious. 

Then, again, there is another point. No doubt industries are good. 
No doubt, the Weaving Institute is a useful institution, but to help a 
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newly earning son of mine, I need not torture my old and affectionate 
father. Is this necessary? No. You can have both — 1 do not mind. 
One need not injure the other. We have got the Serampoie College 
which is to my mind a place of pilgrimage to every cultured man in 
Bengal. What is the reason? Why this anxiety to put the college into 
difficulties on account of a Weaving Institute which has acquired a 
special merit because only 12 women have gone there for instruction 
from a society in which Rni Kndhn Outran Pal Bahadur is interested? 
There is a limit to things. Here is the Serampore College, over 100 
years old —almost a University in itself. Is it to give wav to a Weav- 
ing Institute because, it is said, a man who goes there can earn Hs. f>00 
a month? T question that. Again, I say 1 do not think that there 
is any reason for doing this. 

As for a committee, I think that this is rather to my mind a clumsy 
machinery. Well, I do not know*, but if it were a matter in connection 
with the comparatively small concern placed under mv charge in the 
Corporation, what I would have done is I would have a cup of tea ill 
the morning and get into a motor, go to SernmjMire and see tor imself 
which of these two institutions deserves the plot and I will take mv 
file, write down a note on it and finish and return It may he that mv 
Commissioners will come down upon me for unconventional behaviour 
Tn the present case, T would ask mv esteemed friend, the TIon’ble 
Mr. Mitter to take advantage of the present situation, now that he is 
earning on the woik of both the departments, to go down there, see the 
place for himself and see which institution deserves it more Hive it 
either to the institute or to the college -that finishes the matter. Why 
» committee 1 ' T do not find nnv u^e for a committee! It is a very 
small matter and my esteemed and Hnn'hle friend, Mr. Mitter. is quite 
capable of going down and determining for himself as to what has got 
to be done. The question is whether a plot of land should he given to 
A or B. The ITon’ble the Minister who is in charge of both the depart- 
ments is a fair-minded man and he can decide the matter himself 

Dr. HASSAN 8UHRAWARDY : May 1 rise to a point of order? 
Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of Education also in charge of 
the Department of Industries as is stated bv Babu Surendra Nath 

Mallikf 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I rise to a further point 
of order. Is this a point of order at all ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy’s 
point is a point of order at all. 

9 Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: N ow that the point of order 
has been settled, we may go back to the question w'e were discussing 
It ia a very small matter. As I said, if Professor Mukherii will be 
pleased to accept the suggestion, then Mr. Donovan and be both these 



210 


SERAMPORE WEAVING INSTITUTE. [22nd Nov. 


gentlemen ran go along with the Hon'ble the Minister and finish it. 
That, I think, is the best way of coming to a settlement, a satisfactory 
settlement of this matter. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Being a local 
man, I have followed the speeches of the previous s|>eakers with great 
interest. The whole issue has been confused. There is a small plot 
of land m jHissession of the Weaving Institute, which the Serampore 
College wants but the Weaving Institute has a special liking for it. 
The SeruinjHue College has a historic interest and eveiv one would like 
to see the expansion of that college. B. A., M. A. and Theological 
Degrees are conferred by that college and consequently the public at 
Serampore would like to see the college developed and expanded. Oil 
the other hand, everybody desires that there should he a weaving 
institute. No one denies the usefulness of a weaving institute and 
much has been said about it, and Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, seeing 
that there is a difTeiencc of opinion, amongst some of us m West Bengal 
suggests that there should he weaving schools all over his jmrt of the 
country. The real point is this. Supposing this plot of land be not 
given to the college authorities, there will be less expansion of the 
college. What benefit will the Weaving Institute deme if it is 
loentml only upon f> or 7 bighas of land)' The Weaving Institute authori- 
ties ought not to leave the future expansion of the institute out of 
their consideration. On the other hand, if the Weaving Institute and 
the SerumiHire College he allowed to stay where the\ are, there will be 
no future expansion for either. Therefore the best plan is that the 
Weaving Institute should he allowed to stay where it is until the author- 
ities ate in a position to find another site foi the institute. I think that 
the pro]x>sal of Professor Mukheiji is a modest and a reasonable one. 
Professor Mukherji does nbt say that the Weaving Institute should not 
stay there provisionally or temjwuarilv, but he requests that an inquiry 
he made on the subject. 1 think. Sir, that this is a reasonable sug- 
gestion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: 1 d< ‘sire to intervene at this stage 
on beha[f of inv Hon’hle Colleague the Nawab Sahib, who*** illness we all 
deplore. Whatever I put forwaid, 1 do maitih on behalf of the 
Nawab Sahib. Certain ob^ei rations have, however, been made about 
the part that 1 took as Minister in charge of Education, and I shall 
shortly touch on those points as well. In the first place let me make 
one point (dear — the point raised by my esteemed friend, Babu Surendra 
Nath Mallik — that I am in charge of the Department of Education as 
well as the DejHirtment of Industries and Agriculture. That is not 
the position. It is true for n few days when mv ITnn'ble Colleague was 
ill, I did some work on his behalf, he taking every responsibility for 
the work which 1 did for him. I was not for a single day in charge 
of the portfolio of Agriculture and Industries and to-day, if I am 
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speaking on behalf of the HoiThle the Nawab Sahib, I am doing so 
just as one Minister helps another, and whatever I am putting forward, 
I am putting forward in furtherance of the policy which he has adopted 
in this matter. 

Now, with these preliminary observations. Sir, may I point out that 
the appointment of a committee will not perhaps sene the object which 
Professor Mukherji has in view ? Well, let us assume that the (com- 
mittee recommends that this particular plot ot land which the Seram- 
]>ore College wants should Ik* given to the Seramjrore College, and let 
us further assume that the committee recommends either that the Weav- 
ing Institute should lie remo\ed from its present site 01 that the 
Weaving Institute will require more land. I dare say that every niemlier 
of this House will appreciate that un\ such recommendation wi]l require 
money. Well, memlieis of this House must have heunl the statement 
made by the Ilon’hle the Finance Meiuher in answer to certain (juestions 
put hv members, that at the present moment the estimated deficit of the 
Government is IN. 85 lakhs. We cannot s|x*ml even Us 50,000 if we 
wanted to do it. What is the good of wasting mole money ovei a 
committee y A suggestion like the one which fell ftom Har .logendia 
Chunder < those Bahadur or Halm Surendra Nath Mallik is a different 
pnqkisition altogether. With leguid to the suggestion which f «•] I from 
Hai dogemlra Chunder (those Bahudur. I should like to know whether 
the Serampoic College is willing to pn\ tot tin* hind which. according 
to the Hai Hahadui* , should be taken fiom the Weaving Institute? 
Hut these are matters which I think can be settled easil\ b\ negotia- 
tion, and if we can come to a satisfacton com lusion, tlieie it no leusnh 
why my esteemed colleague the Nawab Sahib will do something which, 
accoiding to Professor Mukherji, will jeojnmlisc for c\ei, the future 
expansion of this ancient college. The Seram jwire College »s one of the 
oldest established colleges in Bengal, it has a charter fiom the Danish 
Kings : with it is associated the hallowed names of Marshman and Carey 
and others; it is a college in which even one is interested, but however 
much we may be interested in the well-being of this college such 
interest cannot really solve the present problem. On the other hand, 
the Weaving Institute also is an institution which is doing tin* grealest 
possible good to those who desire to have opportunities of instruction 
in that institution. We have to decide the matter in such a way that 
neither the Weaving Institute nor the Serampore College should suffer. 
It is not a question as to whether we should give more prominence to 
cultural education or as to whether we should give greater prominence 
to mere manual instruction. Different people may have different view* 
on this question but that asjiert of the question — with due resjicet to 
tfio*e who have put forward this aspect— is not relevant. It must be 
conceded that the Weaving Institute is- doing good work; it must be 
allowed to do this good work and unless we can remove it somewhere 
else there is no option but to keep it in its present position. 
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Now, Sir, Professor Mukherji has stated that in the past Lord Ronald* 
shay made a conditional promise. In his resolution he was very careful 
to say that the promise was provisional; that is so. Now, may I, Sir, 
quote a jmssage as to what Lord Ronaldshay actually said? — 

Definite proposal* for the removal of the Weaving School from it* present site 
have actually been under consideration, but the estimated cost ha* hitherto stood 
in the way of their being accorded annction. The land i>-> not, however, at present 
available, and it is beyond my power to nay when it will be. All that I can aay 
i* that there in a reasonable probability of its becoming available within not a 
very distant future, and if this expectation in realised [I draw, with your 
| permission, the attention of this House to this passage] I hold that the College 
has the first claim upon the Government in respect of it. 

Rut unfortunately fer the college, that expectation has not been realized. 
My Hon hie Colleague has not found it possible to remove the Weaving 
Institute from its present site. Therefore, that expectation has not been 
realized. 

Now, Sir, certain observations were made about the opinion of 
Mr. Hornell, the Director of Public Instruction, and from these 
observations a point was sought to be made that according to Mr. Hornell’s 
ideas, the SeramjKire Institute ought to go from that site. From certain 
other observations, a point was attempted to be made that this was not 
Mr. Hornell s idea; but if you read an opinion away from the context, 
you get \ ourself into difficulties. The rcaJ jxisition is that Mr. Hornell 
at one stage was discussing the question of locating the Weaving 
Institute as a part of the lugger question of the location of a Technical 
Institute in Calcutta On the other occasion he was dealing with the 
question of the W caving Institute alone. There is no inconsistency in 
the two opinions expressed by Mr. Hornell. However, an> opinions 
expressed up to the year 1920 are hardly of any use to us to-day. As 
members are aware, it was <^uite easy f or the Government before 
this unfortunate province was left a bankrupt province by the 
Menton award to finance any scheme costing something like Rs. 10 or 
20 lakhs. Unfortunately from the day the Meston award was 
accepted, t his* province is more or less a bankrupt province. However 
much my Hon'hle Colleague and I may sympathise with the institution* 
under our charge, it is not open to us to give effect to our respective 
desires without burdening the province with further taxation. There- 
fore, we, the Ministers, must go slow* and these difficulties none could 
realise better than the members of this House. Consequently, I would 
suggest to Professor Mukherji that the best thing that he can do is to 
withdraw his resolution. If the matter can be settled by negotiation 
certainly we should attempt to settle it. but that settlement must not 
be by jeopardising the interest of one institution for the benefit of the 
other. Well, the Seram pore Weaving Institute is there and aa 
Mt. Donovan has said, possession is nine points of law. Apart from 
that, the Seram pore College has t)o right to this land unless the Weaving 
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Institute gives it up; therefore, no good purpose will be served by 
appointing a committee beyond wasting a little money. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I wish to make one thing perfectly 

clear that the Seram pore College has no animus against the central 
Weaving Institute at Seram {Mire. The position of the college is this, 
that if the two institutions can grow side by side without either being 
permanently crippled, so far u> its development is concerned, I ant 
perfectly sure that the Faculty of the Seram pore College would be 
perfectly willing to listen to any reasonable proj»osal which will go 
towards the # solving of this acute piohlem. The l*»sition of the Serum- 
pore College is this that if this laud immediately adjacent to the 
Seram |*>re College grounds is made the j*ernmnent habitation of the 
Weaving Institute, then the futuie expansion of the college is doomed 
for ever We should like to see this central Weaving Institute grow, 
and pros | a* J and become one of the most efficient institution* in Bengal. 
The difficult is the proximity of the two pieces of land W 7 e cannot, 
go an\ where else; you cannot upioot that edilice, you cannot uproot 
that hostel, and von cannot uproot all the buildings there covering 
nearly 111 to l‘J highas of land The ideal of the college is to make it 
residential and teaching and in older to realize that ideal, with wlneh 
Government is peifeitly s\ input het n . it is looking forward to further 
development. It is peifettly tine that We are going tlirough hard 
times fated with a difficult financial situation The SeramjHUe 
College has no intention whutevet to put the ( invernment Weaving 
Institute into an\ inconvenience at the piesent time. But surely tins 
finnnnnl stungencv will not last tor ever Sooner or later financial 
stringency wil^iass a\%a\ l think th\ inhumation is correct, (hut 
there aie suitable lands available foi the full development and expansion 
of the AVeuvirig Institute. If money is the only difficulty just at the 
present moment, it can remain where* it is. We want to safeguard our 
position that it may not he finally and permanently derided that the 
Weaving Institute should be u fixture. If there is financial difficulty, 
let tliingH go on ju«t at present. But the difficulty of the* Seiamjwiro 
College is that the Hon'hle the Minister in charge of Industries wants 
to make the Weaving institute a jtennanent habitation — that is the 
whole point — and this will practically mean crippling the expansion of 
the Ke ram j tore College once for all If an assurance is given on behalf 
of the Minister that it will not be made a permanent fixture at the 
present stage, things can go on just as they are. I am perfectly sure 
that the Faculty of the Serainjmre College will take up a reasonable 
attitude in this matter; but if the position be to make it a permanent 
habitation and to put an end for over to aU hopes of ex{>ansion. it will 
he impossible for me to withdraw the resolution. If the Hon'hle the 
Minister in charge of Education, who is speaking on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of Industries, can give me this assurance, that thing# 
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will remain as they are and that the Weaving Institute will not be made 
a permanent fixture, I am prepared to withdraw my resolution. I can 
take that responsibility on behalf of the Serampore College. I wait 
for an answer. 

The Hon’ble Mf. P. C. MITTER. I am speaking on behalf of the 
Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of Industries, and it is not j>ossible for 
me to give an assurance one way or the other on that point. 

Protestor 8. C. MUKHERJI: In the emu instances, I am exceed- 
ingly sorry 1 do not see my way to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYF8. 


Ahmed, Maulvl Axaheruddln. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Rah Uddln. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

Bnattaoharjl, Babu Hem Chandra 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klshorl Mohan. 
Chowdhury, Maulvl Fallal Karim. 

Dai, Babu Bhtihmadev. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuihan. 

Choie, Ral Bahadur dogendra Chundor. 
Janah, Babu Sarat Chandra. 


Makramall, Munihl. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra 
Moltra, Dr. Jatlndra Nath. 

MukherJI, Protenor g. C. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chjndra. 
Mulllck, Babu Nlrode BeHary. 

Ralkat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Roy, Babu dogendra Krishna. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

luhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. 


NOES. 


Altai, Nawabxada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Munihl datar. 

All, Munihl Amir. 

Ml, Munihl Ayub. « 

Atom, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Barma, Ral Bahlb Panehanan. 

Basu, Babu datlndra Nath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Ohoudhury, Maulvl Rahmatjan. 

Cohen, Mr. D. d. 

Colvin, Mr. Q. L. 

Do, Babu FanlndralaL 
Dear#, Majef'-Cfneral B. N. 

DeLtito, Mr. d. A. 

Day, Mr. G. C. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. d. 

Donovan, Mr. d. T. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldfcaa. 

Dutta, Babu Anna da Charon. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C M. 

Prtuah, Mr. F. C. 

Oheee, Mr. D. C. 

Goods, Mr. «. W. 

Na% thah ftyed Emdadut 

The Ayes being 22 and the 


I Hornell, Mr. W. W. 
j Huntlnglord, Mr. G. T. 

Muq, Maulvl EkramuL ** 

| Hussein, Maulvl Muhammad Madasiur. 
| Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud-dln. 
i Law, Raja Roihee Case. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

Mar/, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

M liter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. c. 

Nakey, Mlrza Muhammad All. 

F»l, Ral Bahadur R*dha Charan. 
Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-uix 
Rauf, Maulvl thah Abdur. 

! **y, Ral Bahadur Upendra Lai. 

; Rlthi, Babu Raalk Chandra, 
j Roy, Mr. BIJoypreead Singh, 
j Roy, Mr. C. N. 

Roy, Mr. d. N. 

[ Nay, Ral B ah a dur Last Mohaa BU*B. 
Nay, Baja Manlloll ttngh. 
tlnha, Babu turondra Narayan. 
Stephenson, the Hen the Mr. M. L. 
tuhraarardy, Dr. Ha loan. 


N oes 52, the motion was lodt. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I propose dow to call upon Maulvi Ekiumul 
Huq to move the resolution standing in his name and in connection 
with this resolution, the resolutions on the same subject standing in 
the names of Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, Babu Surendru Narayan Siuha 
and Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur will be regarded as amend- 
ments to it. After we have disjxised of the resolutions 1 have men- 
tioned we will come to the resolution regarding a sluice-gate at Kalu- 
khali standing iu the mime of Balm Surendra Narayan Sinlia. 


The river Bhagirathi. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ* 1 move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that immediate steps be taken to secure and (no- 
sene a continuous flow' of the n\er Bhagirathi so us to nmkv it navi- 
gable throughout the year. 

In commending this resolution for the acceptance of the House. I 
am sure that it will not be necessary foi me to deliver a long sporrh 
or to say much in reply, for I feel certain that the TTon'ble Member 
for Government will set* his wav to accept the same though he muv 
think it proper to move his resolution in different words. It is a known 
fact that not verv long ago the river Bhagirathi was the water route for 
the trade of the districts 1\ mg on its banks But at. present it so hupjxms 
that there are places where it is not possible even for a small country boat 
to [mss, and it must be remembered that it is a river which once gave 
health and ;>lent\ to the peopl e residing on its banks. But now' the silt- 
ing up of the river has resulted in [icstilentinl diseases carrying away 
hundreds of thousands of the fiopulatinn of the country. It is well 
known that resjsmsibilit \ for unavoidable calamities cannot 1m* attii- 
buted to Government though it is held responsible and in this parti- 
cular case it inav be mentioned here that the popular belief is that for 
the silting up of this river the Government is mainly resjxmsible, for 
it is said, though of course without foundation, that the source of this 
river was once covered w'ith sheets of lead which were removed bv 
Government officials and it is because of that that sand is deposit ad 
now at the source with the result that gradually this river lias become 
silted up and it is not possible even for a small country boat to [miss during 
the dry season. The question of increase in the flow* attiactcd the 
attention of Government before as a result of the endeavours of the 
members of the former Council and dredgers were employed at the 
source. But, unfortunately, the result was not what was desired and 
the Government thought that the monev was wasted. Though I am 
n^t in a position to give an opinion as to what should he done to 
increase the flow, T could guess that former! v when the dredgers were 
used that they used to take out sand at a particular spot and deposit 
the same on the banks with the result that if they got the sand from 

15 a 



216 


THE RIVER BHAGIRATHI. 


[22nd Nov. 


on© particular place to-day they lost it in the course of a few days. 
So this was absolutely of no use. At present when you have got many 
dredgers 1 hope that the Hon’ble Member will at once start dredging 
the liver and it will not be before long that we shall be able to get an 
increase in the flow quite sufficient for small country boats to pass 
during the dry season. One thing which I would like the Hon’ble 
Member to hear in mind is that the water of the river is being used by 
many thousands of people inhabiting on the banks and if nothing i 9 
done in this diiection then cholera, small-pox, and diseases of that 
nature are bound to take away a large portion of the population of the 
districts as in previous years. 

With these words I commend my resolution to the House. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: I move that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that immediate steps be taken for the increase 
of the flow of the riser Bhagirathi. 

Tlie resolution I lmse just placed before the House is one of vital 
imjKirtunce. M\ humble submission is that tin* matter directly arid 
adversely affecting a thickls populated tract has a right to claim the 
very best attention and interest of the Government At the direction 
of the Hon’blc the Minister in (barge of Local Self-Government, a 
note prepared by I)r Bentley, the Director of Public Health, Bengal, 
was laid on the table in reply to my unvaried question No 127 at the 
last January session of the Council. With all the earnestness at inv 
command I request even member of the House to peruse that note. 
The facts and figures given m the note are of an appalling nature. Be 
it noted, Sir, they are the results of an official inquin And it takes 
one’s breath uwa\ to find to quote from Dr. Bentley’s not©-— 

The aggregate (tenths from < holer u in townR and thnnas of the Murshidabnd, 
Nadia, Hurdwan, and Hooghly districts bordering on the Bhagirathi for each month 
during the quinquennial period MHO 20 were in January --877 ; February— {>42 ; 
March 2, 615, April I,.W. Mnv 1,702; June-505 ; July 468; August 389; 
September .TV) , October 108 ; November— *1,245; December 1 ,972 ; and the 
aggregates of monthly < holer i deaths for five years in the municipalities of Santipur, 
Navaduip, Kaltia. and Katwa were 42, 39, 168, 139, 3*1, 82. 10, 15. 3, 15, 85, 
and 194 

It will huvtp boon easily gathered from the above that the mortality 
from cholera alone reaches its zenith when the river is at its lowest 
level, that is in the months of March and April. 

These ate the oustamling facts which confront us demanding imme- 
diate redress. For humanity’s sake at least, the Government can no 
longer afford to disregard the gravity of the case. It is high time that 
this silting up of the river Bhagirathi should be put a stop to, striking 
at the very root of the fell diseases which count for their victima thou- 
sands every year. Then, and then only, can the prevention of the 
diseases, especially of cholera, be an established fact. 
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In the last January session, the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the 
Department of Irrigation in funned the House that the bed of the uver 
was kept down by dredging and occasional scraping till the year 1918-17 
for a length of about two miles at the entrance, and that there were 
no dredgers afterwards at the disposal of the Irrigation Department 
to re-establish dredging operations, they being taken away in con- 
nection with the war. Randall mg or partial dredging will, he was 
pleased to say, have to be continued to maintain some kind of a 
channel between the (ranges and the Rhagirathi. 

My very humble submission is that, as war conditions no longer 
exist, the dredgers may now lie made available and put m action at 
once, as an ad interim measure; for the matter cannot he treated any 
more in an off-hand manner. “ Some kind of a ehanmd ” will never 
do. Neither will handallmg or partial dredging. A full flow of 
water is what is needed and nothing short of this can he leasonahly 
expected to tackle the matter to any appreciable degree of success. 

lu this connection, I have another thing to suggest. Some of the 
causes of so rapid silting up of the Ragnathi are the dam at Hardwu’ 
and the excavation of mighty canals o\cr hundr.Hls of miles m length 
on both hanks of the (ranges in the United Provinces. Thev impede 
the flow of water and diminish the total volume ot water While the 
volume of the headwaters of the Ganges are diminished m quantity, 
it has still to carry awa\ the silt of the Sone, the G.ind.ik, and othei 
rivers of Bihar. This silt, which in former times was carried to the 
sea by the onrush of the current is now dejmsited in the b»*d of the 
river, thus raising the river level. 

The United Provinces and the Bihar Governments should lend us 
a helping hand. Irrigation is now a provincial subject and 1 ask our 
Government to put itself in communicat ion with these Governments 
for financial aid. In Kurojs* the Rhine and the Danuta are inter- 
national rivers. Because their head-waters are situated in different 
States that does not entitle those States to put a stop to or to diminish 
the volume of w*ater flowing into another State The German* sometime 
ago projected a canal connecting the Rhine with the North Sea to this 
the Dutch protested and they wanted a guarantee that the volume of 
flow of the Rhine should not 1 m* impaired and the mighty Germans of 
the pre-war days had to agree to this. 

Or take the case of riparian owners, one iijs-strenm, one down- 
stream. The up-stream owner has no right to impede the flow of 
water. He cannot interfere with the enjoyment of the down-stream 
owner. 

Kow, the United Provinces Government hns^jjxeavated some mighty 
canals and they are reaping the advantages in increased water rates, 
increased cultivation and increased prosperity. Are they not morally, 
and applying the principle of international law between the different 
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province# of India also legally, bound to contribute something to us? 
In the last Budget discussion, Sir, the Hon’ble Member told us, on the 
subject of cross-channel connection from the Hooghly, that over a 
crore of rujiees had been |xiid for a part of the cost of dredgers last 
year. Some of these may be utilized here. The bereft and the desti- 
tute, the poor tax-pavers to boot, are suffering and they pray to the 
Government to find out means to jvrotect them. That is all they claim. 
I therefore lieseech the Hon’ble Member to give the matter the kind 
attention it deserves so much, and the Council to accept my motion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that immediate steps }>e taken to secure 
and maintain a continuous flow of tin* gradually silted-up river Bhagi- 
rathi, to improve the sanitation of the places on its banks — notably in 
the districts of Murshidabad, Nadia, and Burdwan — and to make it 
navigable throughout the year. 

In moving this resolution 1 beg to submit that mv s]>eech will be 
also in support of the resolutions that have been moved by my friends, 
Maulvi Kkramul II uq and Baja Manil.H Singh Roy 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will the member sjx*ak up? I find it very hard 
to bear him. Will lie come a little closer? 

[The member moved closer to the .Presidential Chair.] 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: I am free to confess that 
this lesolution embodies a question not of purely local interest, as I 
am afraid many mem Iters may Ik* disused to assume, but on the con- 
trary it involves the larger question of sanitation, trade, and affecting 
as many as three or four districts. It mav lie hoped that the river Bhagi- 
rathi, the sacred river of the Hindus and one of the mighty rivers of the 
Gangetic system, which flaws past through the districts of Murshid- 
abad, Nadia, Burdwan and ITooghlv, is well known to each and all 
members of the House Since the last 30 or 40 years, the history of 
this historically famous river has been a tragedy, and no amount of viva- 
city of a comedy can paint it in rosy colours. The catastrophic change — 
the undreamt of deterioration of this once mighty river is simply 
heart -rendering to look at. This important river of Bengal of Yedic 
antiquity and ns old as the Himalayas, has been, to the great misfor- 
tune of the }>eoplo concerned, reduced to a threadlike existence of a 
shnllow nullah , which in some places could easily be crossed over 
even by a dog m the dry season I think that this account of the pre- 
sent condition will be enough to give an adequate idea of the most 
wretched condition the river has come to, and I should not attempt at 
an elaborate and vivid ^scription and waste the time of the Countil. 
Now, the question arises as to who is responsible for the ruin of the 
river. There are the many causes that have worked together to bring 
about this catastrophic change. Ever since the signs of decay and 
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deterioration began to allow themselves and steady fall in the level 
ensued every year, an outcry was raised by the public and the matter 
was brought home to the Government year in and year out whenever 
the Lieutenant-Governors and Governors came out on tour by represen- 
tations and addiesses presented both by the public and the public bodies 
such as the municipality, the district hoard and the Murshidahad 
Association. The answers given to these representations were equally 
stereotyjied and meagre and seemed to belittle and minimise the import- 
ance of the river and set premium over the facilities of two system of 
railways, nr., the East Indian Railway and the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way, on both hanks of the river. The Government, in its wisdom, did 
not take titnelv piecautionary measures to check the rapid decay of 
the river, but rather allowed it to run to ruin. The Railway (VmijMUiy 
and the embankment system are also resjxmsiblo for the wretched con- 
dition of the Rhagirnthi. Dr. Rentlcy. the highest authority of the 
Bengal Sanitary Department, and Rai Bahadur Dr. Gopal (’handra 
Bhattacharji, Bacteriologist and Secretary, (Vntral Co-operative Anti- 
malana Society, hu\e both unequivocally condemned the embankments 
which have destroyed the watercourses and stopped flushing and diuin- 
mg of the country. Some members of this House of different, districts 
on various occasions asked question* regarding the improvement of the 
Bhagirathi, but tin* answer here given by the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Irrigation Depaitment to the various question* on the 
subject seemed to have* followed the principle of opportunism and to 
have betraved a characteristic knack which is jiosseased by Government 
members. These answers, hnwe\er, instead of throwing light on the 
subject as to the intention of the Government, clouded and obscured it 
and the members asking those questions remained as wise* as before, 
till 17th January , 1022, when a question on the Blmgirathi ri\cr was 
asked by my friend. Raja Maniloll Singh Hoy. who was able to elicit a 
definite answer to bis question, and 1 am glad to admit that the answer 
gave some scope of hoping for a redress. I now pass on to the sad 
result which has followed the silting up of the river, and how the ]>enple 
have been suffering considerably from the effects. In the* dry season 
the level of the river falls to a few* inches generally and owing to insuffi- 
cient current the little water in the l>ed becomes naturally so much 
stagnant and polluted that it stinks, the 1 disagreeable smell rendering 
the water quite unfit for human consumption. The people who live 
near and around the river, having no other source of drinking water, 
have to depend solely and mninlv on this polluted and stagnant water 
and, under helpless cireumstanees, are obliged and forced to drink such 
unwholesome and insanitary water rendering themselves liable and sus- 
ceptible to attacks of many infectious and other disease* which carry 
©very year a heavy toll of victims from amongst the people. The 
terrible figures of mortality and the appalling decline in popul ftti( > n > n 
Murahidabad by 128,000 in course of the last 10 years, as discloaed by 
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the last census report , may, 1 venture to think, to a large extent, be 
attributable to the silting up of the Bhagirathi and to the unwholesome 
water provided by the river . Ravages of malaria, too, is by far greater m 
places on and near the river than in villages a few miles away inland 
from t/ie river. This condition is also supported by eminent men engaged 
in malarial research works who authoritatively hold that the dead river 
contributes to the increase of malaria, by the stagnant jkhiIh found in 
its bed, which become the veritable breeding-places of the anopheles 
and tin* formidable foci of malaria fever. It may be mentioned here 
that when the Bhagirathi was prosjierouH and at its best, malarial fever 
was almost unknown to this part of Murshidabad. But as soon as 
the Bhugirathi began to deteriorate and decay, malarial fevtfr made its 
appearance and has come In sta\ till the river is restored to its former 
condition. Among the causes that have mainly contributed to make 
Murshidabad notoriously malaiious in the (iovermnent list, the present 
condition of tin* Bhagirathi is one of them. Now, I wish to show 
briefly how the dead river lias affected the economic condition of the 
country. When in the past the river was at its height and navigable 
throughout the year there could lie seen below even “ (»anja,” town 
and trading place, a large fleet of countrv boats engaged in loading 
commodities and in unloading them, respectively, fm outward and in- 
ward trades Similailv, the inter-trade of the eounfn was done by 
the same agency. But alas, now, owing to the deplorable condition the 
riverborne trade has altogether disappeared; because of the abnormal 
low level of the river a small green boat can hardly pass through the 
channel in dry senson. Besides this general economic loss, the district 
board and municipalities owning ferry-ghats over tin* mer hn\e had to 
sustain losses in the revenue from the ferries and in consequence their 
income has been crippled. 

The mischief done by the silting up of the river does not confine itself 
onlv to the sanitary and economic condition but also some of the rivers in 
the TTooghlv district such as the Saraswati, Matnbhangu and the Hooghly 
river itself have l»een to some extent affected, and in the ease of the 
latter, the Tlon’ble the Member in charge of the Irrigation Department 
has admitted in his reply to a question of mv esteemed friend. Raja 
Mnniloll Singh Roy, on the 17th January, 1922, that the ITooghlv river 
discharge *it Satgachia Wlow the junction of the Matnbhangn and 
Bhagirathi shows decrease since the year 1914. From this fact it is 
evident that sooner or later the j>nrt of Calcutta will feel the effect of 
the silting up of the Bhagirathi. 1 understand that there are two 
wavs to improve the condition of the river Bhagirathi : one bv dredging 
and the other by cutting open a new mouth. We want immediate steps 
towards this direction. 

Taking all these factors into consideration T have brought the rot<^ 
lution before the TTouse. It may be now expected that the memherf 
will he unanimous in accepting the resolution. 
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Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 move thut this 
Council recommends to the Government thut early steps be taken for 
the regular dredging of the Bhagirathi. 

The other speakers have already brought to your notice the condi- 
tion of the river Bhagirathi. There cannot Ik* uny doubt that the river 
is rapidly silting up and the question demands consideration What 
steps are to be taken for the purpose of securing a good flow of the 
river ? I submit with humility that the diedging regular dredg- 
ing — of the river may be taken up. The condition of the liver slums 
that with the rapidity of the formation of chars and chants we find 
also that the rivulets, the tributaries that join the river are also in ft 
choked condition. We notice that there are jungles over the chars 
and charas and sand-beds are dail\ im ieasing 1 bring to the notice 
of the (' ouneil the fact that in places above 1 the town of llooghlv we find 
sand-beds which form islands and thus the How of the water' is almost 
nil. Over and above thut if \ou go up to places near Murshidahad you 
will see that a few miles of the mer arc* not under water during the 
winter and summer seasons It is high time that steps he taken to 
secure a good flow of water Dredging of the mer is to be taken into 
consideration Fn the* old Counc il 1 brought this matter to the notice* 
of Government through the* Counc il cspceiulh with regard to the* removal 
of sand at a very sacred place near Nahadviip and ms suggestion at flu* 
time* was for the purpose of dredging the mer. 'Die cost was enormous 
and how far the Government was successful, I do not know. We 
find that steps ought to be taken in tins direction bv dredging it. 
The river is in a pitiable condition The discharge of effluents from 
the mills, the formation of chars not only affects the sunehtv of the* 
river but also does not provide pure drinking water for the people who 
live on t lie riparian portion of the* munmpalitv If I had the* tongue 
of eloquence 1 would have fittinglv described the present condition of 
the mer The TTon'ble the Mahara jadhira ja Bahadur knows about 
this and he has keen svmpathv with the j>eop]e Those who live within 
the riparian inunicifKilities also know this But no steps have been 
taken as \ef. The old things arc* continuing and tie* jieople are grum- 
bling. Diseases of various sorts have come u|xm them Therefore, the 
first step that I pro|x>se should fie to dredge the river, the second to see 
that there is a regular flow of water in the river, and the third step which 
1 will Firing to vour notice hereafter bv a regular resolution -my old 
complaint, namelv, that the discharge of the septic tanks into the river 
should be put a stop to. 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tha 
Hpn’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): I wish you were a 

magician and could convert even one-fourth of the flow of eloquence 
that takes place in this Council into a flow of water and covert it into 
the river Bhagirathi and give me a flow there all the year round. It 
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would then save us in the Irrigation Department a good deal of thinking 
and a good deal of work; but such a thing cannot be. We have been 
requested by the different shakers to get either a constant flow in the 
river Bhagirathi, or to dredge the river itself. Before I make any com- 
ments as to the exact position of the river to-day, 1 think it is my duty 
to reply briefly to some of the points raised by the speakers who have 
moved their resolutions. Maulvi Ekramul Huq has mentioned a legend 
about the Bhagirathi — the bottom of the Bhagirathi having been laid 
with sheets of steel. I believe the legend is that it was laid with sheets 
of eopjier. Probably another gentleman hereafter will go further and 
say that the legend is that it was laid with sheets of silver, and that 
the British Government took all the silver away and laid Sand in its 
stead. But, whatever may be the legend, we have got to face the 
facts as we find them to be. Raja Maniloll Singh Roy lias undoubtedly 
given us some appalling figures regarding the mortality from cholera, 
figures which cannot be questioned, und figures which certainly make 
most of us shudder. He has gone into the question of asking other 
provincial Governments to assist us in our task of dredging the Bhagi- 
rathi. 1 do not think that any of the provincial Governments are 
likely to look at this question from our point of view. In the first 
place, they would rightly say that this was a matter entirely for the 
provincial Government concerned, and not for them. Secondly, since 
we have a flow' in the main Ganges or the Padrnn all the year round, the 
question of canals at Hardwar or the many canals in the United Provinces 
will not solve our problem for the simple reason that the Bhagirathi, 
for all practical purjHises, is at the present moment not an original 
liver but a spill channel. So much for the criticisms. 

Then, my esteemed and venerable friend of Hooghly has suggested 
the dredging of the river. If dredging had been possible and if dredg- 
ing was a satisfactory solution, no doubt it would have Ihhmi one of the 
ways to go about the thing; but 1 should mention now as to why dredg- 
ing is not possible. In the first place, those that are acquainted with 
the locality will realize that for many years from a place called Faracca, 
the channel, which is now called the Bhagirathi, diverted from the main 
stream known ns the Ganges or Padma. Recently within the last few 
years, I the Ganges 1ms swallowed up all that portion of the 

Faracca channel which stnrted from Faracca, and the mouth of the 
Bhagirathi is now at a place called Dhulian. 1 adroit that when 1 visited 
this point the other day, it was undoubtedly a strange sight to a Hindu 
to find at the mouth of the Bhagirathi at this time of the year, a man 
being able to walk across with only about two feet of water at the most. 
But I can assure my friend, the Kumar Sahib, who whatever >lse he 
may or may not he, is a TTindn among Hindus, that there was at tbs 
time of my visit a slight ripple, and therefore the sanctity of the Bhagi- 
rathi has been up to now secured and saved. In a matter of this kind, 
a layman— as the Kumar Sahib very kindly complimented me yesterday 
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by calling me a layman — has got to be guided by the expert who is 
now sitting in front of me, and whatever the Irrigation Department has 
got to say on the point, the Government as a whole must accept it. 
The Irrigation Department has been considering this question for a 
number of years, and the only possible solution at the present moment 
at any rate is to maintain in the Bhagirathi a gentle flow and a suffi- 
cient quantity of water in it in the diy season for drinking and sanitary 
purposes from Calcutta to the present mouth at Dhulian; and this can 
only be done by judicious bandalling every year at an average annual 
cost of twenty to thirty thousands of rupees, and, perhaps, we wdl lie 
able to reipove some of the obstructions such as shoals, by minor dredg- 
ing. The question of a short circuit cut a little way above Ilish wa- 
il a th pur will also be examined, if it is thought that that would at all 
likely help towards a solution. 

Going into the question — the huger question — of keeping the Bhagi- 
rathi open to navigation all the year round, it does not seem to lie 
within the bounds of possibility at the present moment. In the first 
place, the cost would be almost prohibitive, being something like a 
crore of rujieos for dredging exjieiises alone. If we are to calculate 
the cost of the working expenses of a dredger at Rs 7,00,000 a year, 
which is the average wot king expense of a dredger for 12 months, it 
would take one dredger 14 \ears to < omplete the dredging nr 14 dredgers 
working at the same time to complete it If the Council insisted — 
and certairil\ that would be more satisfactory — that 14 dredgers should 
be chartered at once for the piirjiose and dredging completed within 
a short time, I would presently show what it would mean in terms of 
money. At the present moment, we have got only d dredgers suitable 
for the purpose, and we should have to purchase 11 more every dredger 
costing Rs. GO. 00, (KM). Therefore, I mi\ that it is not a practical 
proposition. 

There is another thing to l>e said, namely, that if we were to divert 
all the water from the Ganges m the Radma into the channel ut 
Dhulian, which would be one of the results of di edging, we might dry 
up the Radma itself, and all the routes down to Dacca and all the river 
routes below Murshidabad would prohuhly become non-existent. I am 
sure that is a state of affairs which none of us wish to contemplate. 
For these reasons, as T have already mentioned, the only |H>«Hibilitv of 
keeping just a gentle flow in the river all the year round is by judicious 
bandalling. I know there is a great deal of feeding on this question, 
and for that reason, if it would he acceptable to the House, I would be 
willing, on behalf of Government, to accept the resolution of Raja 
JtaniloU Si ngh Roy in the following form: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that steps 1 m* taken 
to ensure as great a flow of water as possible down the Bhagirathi all 
through the year." 
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Beyond that I cannot accept for the simple reason that I could not 
possibly promise things that we, in the Irrigation Department, would, 
be unable to carry out. That in all I have to say, and I trust that in 
view of what I have said and in view of the modified resolution which 
I have (imposed, the members who have moved their resolutions will 
withdraw them in favour of the modified one. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : I think that the resolu- 
tion in the amended form should be accepted, and therefore I need not 
take any time of the Council. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: So long as this method was tried, it was 
found wanting, and although I feel inclined to say that it would be no 
use having such a thing as bandalling, yet as the Hon’ble Member 
has assured us that he would be able to secure sufficient flow so as not 
to be an impediment towaids the better sanitation of the distrut, I beg 
leave to wdthdiaw my resolution in favour of the amended one. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Domicil, withdrawn. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: I accept the modification of the 
resolution, as suggested hv the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan, knowing fully well that an attempt will lx* made to 
improve matters to the fullest. 

The resolution of Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, as amended by the Hon’blp 
the Maharajadhiiaja Bahadur of Burdwan, was then put and agreed to. 

The resolution of Babu Surendra Narayan Sinha was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

[The Council then adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. * 

Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: T move that this C ouncil 
recommends to the Government that the •sluice-gate that existed before 
at Kalukhali, but uns closed \cars ago, be reopened, or in the alterna- 
tive that a new f sluice-gate, at a suitable place near by, be constructed 
to let out the flood water of the Bhngirathi. 

Since the abandonment of the Lalitakuri embankment, the most 
notorious embankment — 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I cannot hear you. Are you making the same 
speech which you made before the adjournment, or a different speech? 

Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: It is another speech. 

The Government found it ex|>edient to provide protection against 
flood by means of another set of ring bund, a drainage-out and a sluice- 
gate at Kalukhali, which was constructed a few miles to tbe south and 
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east of the main Laiitakuri embankment. By this set of newly con- 
structed bunds a group of villages numbering over one hundred have 
been excluded and exposed to the onrush of the flood-water of the 
Bh&girathi and it was this flood-water to let out which the sluice-gate 
at Ealukhali was built. From the past history of the lailitakun embank- 
ment it is evidently clear that before the sluice-gate was built at Kalu- 
khali, whenever there were breaches in the suit! embankment, defying 
everything that human agency could do to protect it, large tract < of 
land used to be inundated by the flood-water aud the country derived 
immense benefits and advantages. Whenever these floods occurred, 
they would invariably distribute the silt-laden water all over the lauds, 
thereby enriching and improving thtur fertility and tending to produce 
abundant harvests. They would fill the existing hhils, tanks, and other 
watercourses and at the same time distribute fry and sjmiwii to them, 
thus increasing their stock of fish and enhancing the valifl* of the 
fisheries, and last though not leant, what these floods did in the i*ust 
was to flush and purge the country of impurities and the germs of diseases, 
thus making the country perfectly immune, and in the result the |»*o|ilc 
enjoyed good health in the year of the flood, in pai ticular, and in the 
j ears following. In those days of flood, Sir, the scourge of malaria 
w-as practically unknown to the country and contentment reigned ill 
health and plenty. Subsequent to the constnu tion of the new set of 
bunds and of the sluice-gate at KaJukhali, the flood-water was regulated 
and was let out by this gate by which the process of bonification was 
also carried out, though in a relucted measure and the country did 
get benefits and advantages to an uppieciable extent. Thus the service 
of this sluice-gate was not altogether negligible. lVople appreciated 
the services of the sluice-gate as mod valuable m many ways. Subse- 
quently the sluice-gate was overt hi own by floods and tbe weighty influ- 
ence of the railway authorities was brought to U*ar u|H»ri Government, 
who were induced to close down the sluice-gate immediately. Thus 
the people were deprived of the valuable services of the* sluice-gate at 
Kalukholi to the great detriment of the interests and benefits of the 
people and of the country, and the enormous amount of public revenue 
laid out as cost for the construction of the drainage-cut and the sluice- 
gate itself went for nothing and the utility and usefulness of the latter 
were wasted. In these days, Sir, when the theory of bonification has 
prove to be the sure means of driving out malaria, and when the opera- 
tion of bonification has lieen taken up in selected areas, it may I* 
hoped that if the Kalukhali sluice-gate he reopened and reinstated in its 
former place, or in the alternative, at a place near by, where expert 
opinion will direct bonification will be well served by it rendering tbe 
wuntry immune from scourge of malaria and generally improving the 
sa&itarv condition of the people. Moreover, this sluice-gate, if 
reopened, will bring manifold advantages and benefits to the country, 
inter alia , by enriching the soil, by bringing in abundant harvests, and 
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by feeding tanks, bhils, and other watercourses, minimising the acute- 
ness of the drinking water problem, and at the same time increasing the 
supply of fish helping them to improve their breed and culture, and 
also help the Bhagirathi partly from its being silted up. In this con- 
nection 1 also beg to submit that a largely signed representation by the 
local people has been sent to Government for consideration. With 
these words, Sir, I tag to commend my resolution to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I am sorry that the mover of this resolution,,, in spite of 
the fact that Mr. Huntingford tried to explain to him the position of 
what used to be the sluice-gate at Kalukhali, wdshes that to be 
reopened, or, in the alternative, that a new sluice-gate bo constructed 
at a HUitalde place near by. 

So far as the reopening of the sluice-gate at Kalukhali is concerned, 
1 may enlighten this House that there has been no sluice-gate there 
since the **Ust August, IlMHi, and a thing that does not exist cannot be 
reojwned. The question of a new sluice-gate near by is on a different 
footing, no doubt, but this again cannot ta done at the present 
moment until the whole problem of improving the conditions of the 
thanas of I^algola and Bhagwangola in .Murshidulmd is gone into. This 
is being examined at the present moment. Until the inquiry is 
complete, the tract of land which is now allowed to be cultivated for 
atnan rice across which cross-bunds ure put up bv different, zannndars 
in the three klmls called the Lalitakuri Channel, the Gobru Nullah and 
♦he 6‘trd Mile of the abandoned Bhagirathi embankment may ta allowed 
to continue. In tins connection I should like to point out that this 
is not a matter entirely for the Irrigation Department to go into. The 
right course is to open up the Gobrn Nullah and to bring the whole area 
under amnn. This will lx' a very suitable scheme no doubt, and could 
be brought under the Bengal Agricultural ami Sanitary Improvement 
Act, 1920. But for the present the existing methods must be allowed 
to continue and also there is this to ta considered that as the whole tract 
is in the hands of mmindars, we could not work the scheme unless we 
took actfon under this Act, which will have to be gone into by the 
Local Self-Government Department when the scheme is complete and we 
have advised them as to the practical nature of the scheme as put for- 
ward. I do not think, therefore, that it is a practical suggestion to ask 
the Government at the present moment either to open a new sluice-gate 
or to go into the question of any sluice-gate until the question has been 
threshed out. For these reasons I am unable to accept the reeoluticn 
of Bahu Surendra Narayan Sinha. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI ! I rise with soma diffidence 
to move tlxis resolution which stands in my name. The resolution runs 
thus : — 

4 ‘ This Council recommends to the Government that, in the Budget 
Estimate for the year lfKW-kM, a sum of its. 5,00,000 (five lakhs) be 
provided for giving medical relief in the rural areas by the establish- 
ment of thana dispensaries and village dispensaries.” 

This Council passed a resolution, moved by my friend, Kui Jogendra 
Chunder Chose Bahadur, that in every thana a dispensary should be 
established. In the July session of the Council this year, the Govern- 
ment wanted a grant of Hs. 50,000 lor oj>ening up thana disj)ensaries 
and another grant of Rs. 1.00,000 for ojieuing up village dispensaries. 
The Council readily accoided its consent to the expenditure of the 
amount of Rs. 1,50,000. The Government in its circulur letter to the 
district hoards informed them that Government might grant annually 
Rs. U50 for each village disjiensary and Hs. 500 for each thana disjieu- 
sary. Tims the Government contemplated that the district lxiurds 
should join hands with the Government and oj*»n up 400 more village 
dispensaries and 100 more thana disjiensaries ; that is to say, the Gov- 
ernment wished that 500 more ditqieiisuiies should he ojxmed up in the 
course of the current year throughout Bengal. There are 08H tlianas 
in Bengal and 700 disixoisaries. The Government thought that some 
500 more disjiensaries would go some way to reJieve the distress in the 
mufas>ul. The estimate was an under-estimate no doubt. Moreover, 
the sum which the Government proposed to allot for each dispensary 
was considered by many of the district hoards to lie too inadequate to 
make them accept the offer So, Sir, I sent in a notice for the allot- 
ment of Rs. 5,00,000 in the next Near's Budget. I would jKiint out to 
the House that there are JO millions of p(*ople in the rural area of 
Bengal. I want a sum of Hs. 5.00,000 for giving medical relief to 
these 46 millions of people — 1 want He. I for 1(H) people. Perbujis I 
am not demanding too much from the House. It might lie urged on 
the part of Government that the financial condition of Government is 
not very sound now, There are large deficits, and the Government must 
try to curtail exjienditure under various heads. I would like to jxiint 
out one thing. If there is illness in your family, would \ou go first to 
your banker in order to ascertain what your accounts are, or would you 
forthwith send for a doctor? The people of Bengal are dying in large 
numbers — the death-rate is far higher than the birth-rate. In the 
estimate of one of your Assistant Directors of Public Health, if the 
dfeatb-rate continues to go on at this rate for another century, there will 
not be a single Bengali living here. Can you contemplate upon this 
picture without a shudder? Now, Sir, a. question may be aaked — Is the 
Government responsible for medical relief in the rural areas which the 
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local bodies are to look after? Sir, the other day, only the day before 
yesterday, we heard the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan say that it is the prime duty of Government to save life where 
life can be saved. It is a clear case. People are dying away. Is the 
Government prepared to save life or not? It is no question whether 
money is available or not. The people cannot afford to pay any new 
taxation now — they are already paying much. Bengal is paying more 
than Us. dO crores — that is, nearly Its. 0 per head, and it is no fault 
of the people living in the inufassal that the jxiwers that were, allowed 
the Menton Committee to snatch away more than Rs. 20J crores and 
give that sum to the Central Government. This financial crisis is not 
the creation of the jieojde of Bengal, and they should not be put to such 
difficulties liecause somelxidy in power erred. I do not mean to say that 
this sum of Its. 5,00,000 will be quite adequate for giving medical 
rejief to the whole of Bengal, but it would go a great way in alleviating 
the distress that exists. I do not projxise that district boards or local 
bodies should be asked to sjiend this sum in a jxirticulnr way. The 
whole amount may lx* distributed and placed in the hands of the district 
boards and the\ Ik* asked to utilise this amount in establishing and main- 
taining (lis|K*nsaries at those places which are urgently in need of them. 

Before I conclude, Sir, I would jx >i n t out one thing to the House. 
People are paying taxes at the rate of Rs. {> per head and I want about 
2 pics jx*r head for medical relief. Is the demand too exorbitant? 

With these few words, 1 beg to commend my resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved the following by way of 
amendment, that in tin* resolution of Babu Tankanath (Jhaudhuri the 
following amendments be made: — 

(i) after the wolds ami figures “ Rs. 5,00,000 (five lakhs) “ the 
words “ or any reasonable sum ” be inserted; and 
{it) the words “and that a sufficient jvortion of that money be 
allotted to village dispensaries “ be added at the end. 

He delivered a speech m Bengali in supjKirt of his motion, the 
translation of which is as follows : — 

I hail from the mufnssai. The fact that village sanitation has 
liecome vej-y bad cannot lx* disputed. The last ceusus report shows 
that in some districts the fx>puJation has increased, whereas in others 
it has materially decreased. But since the last census was taken, 
malaria has assumed such a virulent pro|x>rtion, that if it is allowed 
to rage for some time, the whole country w ill be made desolate, 0 

In niv own district of Tippera, malaria has extended its tentacles 
in almost even* hou*H\ urn! so fur a* I can make out, the root-cause of 
this disease is nothing but want of nourishment and medical relief. 
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The other day a grant was made for the coal charges of the Civil Sur- 
geon of Barisal, but at the present moment when the life of the nation 
if at stake, Government inform us that they have no money. Sir, there 
is a Hindu proverb: Shanramadyam khalu dfuirma sad h ana m, that is, 
the preservation of health is the culture of religion. If the health of 
the people is neglected or lost sight of, the whole country will lie 
nothing but a smash an — a cremation ground. It will Ik* a matter of 
profound regret if the Government take up the pretext that they have 
no funds at their disjxisal. Five lakhs of rujices for which the miner 
of the originajl resolution has advocated is, to my mind, barely sufti- 
cient for giving medical relief in the rural areas. Government have 
already premised to grant a substantial sum for this purpose, and 
several representations have lieen made from various quarters to Gov- 
ernment for the establishment oi thana ami village dispensaries. If 
the sum which the Government promised in the ]*ast is not n<*»w forth- 
coming, nothing reflects more discredit, than this on their part. 1 would, 
therefore, ask, with all the earnestness I can command, that tin* Govern- 
ment should come forward with a lilieral grant tor the cause of saving 
the lives of the innumerable jx>or. 

Sir, it ajijiears to me that the village dispensaries need tin* major 
jsirtion of the grant than the thana disjierisnrieN. The village roads 
are sometimes imjiassablc, and the villagers have to fuce a lot of diffi- 
culties to get hold of medical men from tharnis where they are available. 
Medicine, too, is not procurable in ullages. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 have great pleasure in suj>|K>rt- 
ing the resolution moved b\ Hahu Tankanatli Chaudhini. So far as 
] have been informed, there are almut \'M thanas a huh have got no 
disjiensaries now. Taking the imputation of liengal at 50,000 jier 
thana, the figure will 1 m* a Unit a crore for this entire area. In other 
words, a crore of jieojile live in Bengal without, any facility for getting 
gratuitous medical relief. You can well appreciate the difficulties of 
the peojile living in these localities in getting medical relief, and 
unless some village disj>e usuries are created , if. would not lie jiossihle 
for the poor jieople to travel some miles to get medical relief and 
medical treatment. 

Considering all these jxiints it seem# that the sum of Us. 5,00,000 
is not enough. In far t in one of our former sessions of the Council we 
unanimously voted the sum Us. 1,50,000 for creating thana disjiensaries 
but I am grieved to learn from a very reliable authority that the sum 
which was allotted in this way is going to lajise. I shall lie very glad 
to learn if this information is correct; and, if so, whether any definite 
scheme was prepared by the Government in the Deportment of Public 
Health, what thanas were selected for receiving the grant, as also what 
replies the Government received from fhe local bodies either for or 
againat the scheme. It i« a known fact that our association with this 
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Council ha# not yet made the lot of the people of Bengal happier. On 
the other hand, taxation# have become the order of the day, and the 
time i# not far distant, if iny information is correct, that the unfortunate 
jieople of Bengal will again he asked to \m\ a further big sum in taxa- 
tion. So, it is only fair and just that the jieople who have been 
repeatedly taxed in various ways should at least have something to be 
grateful tor to the Government, and the Government can also show 
their solicitude for the suffering jioor who live in the mufassal and so 
earn the giatitude of the jieople by giving effect to this very eminently 
desirable resolution. 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT J* LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): I can assure the members 
of the House that the Local Self-Government Dejnirt merit welcomes 
their co-ojieration in supjwuting the schemes witli which we are con- 
cerned. I may assure them that the project, which Babu Tankanath 
Chaudhun’s lesolution intends to launch, is one which has received 
the most careful consideration of the Hon’ hie Minister. I am 'com- 
missioned, on his behalf, to state that there is no scheme the abandon- 
ment of winch, owing to the financial jxisition or the jwirtial 
abandonment of which, he regards with greatei disappointment — and I 
may say even with dismay, than the scheme which is now being 
discussed. It will be remembered by tin* memliers of this Council that 
Itai .logendra Thunder Ghosc Bahadur some time ago piojtosed that a 
system of medical relief should he instituted by tin* establishment of a 
disjKMisarv m at least each thana. Government took up the idea and 
we grafted on to it certain ideas which Mr. Birley had suggested and 
the result was — what I max chum to be — a well thought-out scheme 
which came before this ('mined in .lulx last. We promised that the 
sum of Its, 1A lakhs should 1 h* devoted annunJh towards the extension 
of medical relief in the ruYal areas. We asked this ('ouricil to commit 
itself to this provision for three years, so far as it is able morally to 
bind its successors, in the idea that it was unfair to ask local bodies 
to underlake schemes with recurring expenditure in which we were 
prepared to assist merely for one \eai and the Legislative Council — 
as has l»eeii repeutedh stated — accepted the scheme; and we were given 
Its. 1 1 hikhs on the understanding that the provision would be renewed 
in the next two succeeding budgets. The financial position has changed 
since then and we are in the very difficult, position of having to curtail 
our programme. It has been asked by I>r. Moitra whether this 
Department has taken any stcjis to formulate a scheme and to select 
thana* for the location of these dispensaries. I would like to reply to 
that bv (taxing that we formulated a most exact and carefully thought- 
out scheme, which we sent to the district boards for their approval, 
we informed them that if they were prepared to establish new dispen- 
saries in thanes, we would give them a recurring subsidy of R«. 500 
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for each such dispensary and a sum of Its. 250 for each village dispen- 
sary, The result was to a certain extent disap]>oiuting — 1 say so in no 
oensorious spirit, because one realises that the district boards, with 
their attenuated resources, shrink from placing any new burdens on 
their revenues. Nevertheless, certain of the district Itoards, among 
which I might particularly refer to is the mover’s own district of 
Dinnjpur, took up the proposal with some enthusiasm and submitted 
a carefully designed pnqiosal to Government to enable them to qualify 
for the subsidy which we promised. Dr. Moitra has stated that he 
understands that even this sum of Ks. H laklis which had been 
provided in the supplementary estimates is alnuit to la|*se. This needs 
some explanation. It is true that we are required by the Finance Depart* 
ment to surrender the greater portion of that sum. The view taken by 
the Finance Department in view of the financial jH»sition — in reguid to 
the supplementary estimates— is that where Hovernment is definitely 
pledged to any ex]x*nditure oi whore if is obligatory, the mone\ has 
somehow to be found in older to earn tlnough the s« heme concerned. 
To a certain extent that applied to the present scheme We have 
received certain proposals from distrh t boards, and one district boat'd 
has, actually m antieipat ion of samtion, pnxvedcd to const iu<t at least 
one disj**nsarv on the understanding that it will receive the subsidy 
from Government We pro|M>se to honour the promise wc mude in such 
cases and where definite schemes have already been submitted b\ other 
boards, I h<q*‘ the Fman<e Dejstrtment will In* able to agree to the 
reservation of a certain amount from tins sum of Ks. H lakhs in order 
to enable us to discharge the promise the fulfilment of which has been 
claimed by these district hoards, and the provision that is required for 
schemes of fins kind will 1 m* natuiullv continued for the next t wo years. 
Beyond that 1 am not authorised to commit Government: we have had, 
unfortunately, to scrap a great inanv schemes which we had humiliated 
with some confidence, but after all it is im)>os*ihlc to extract the money 
from the coffers of Government when they are becoming mi j**ti]ntisly 
empty. If that is so, in regard to the Ks. 1{ lakhs which has already 
been discussed in July last. I will ask this Domicil to consoler how it is 
possible for Government to undertake to provide an additional 
Rs. 5,00.000 in the Budget of the next few' years. We have not the 
money to make so large a provision and it will Is* useless for me to 
agree to this resolution even in a somewhat modified form. 

The Shall Sahib has suggested that the main resolution should he 
amended by addition of the words “ any reasonable figure ” and it 
might he suggested that Government might accept so innocuous a 
proposal as that, since it leaves Government absolutely a free hand. 

I erould prefer not even to go that far. since in accepting such a 
proposal, we would have the knowledge that we shall not he able to 
provide more than a very romparativelv .paltry sum — I think perhaps 
Ba. 15,000 in the Budget fpr the coming year, for carrying through the 

16 a 
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scheme. As I have said, we regard the abandonment of this proposal 
with dismay; and I think Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri, with whom I 
have frequently discussed this proposal, will admit that Government 
fully recognise the need for medical relief in rural areas. * As I said, 
we took up this scheme with enthusiasm when the idea was handed to 
us by Rai Jogendru Cliunder (those Bahadur; and we have since worked 
it out in considerable detail. \\ c recognise that medical research every 
day opens up a new vista of usefulness to the doctor; but, unfortunately, 
we are not able to apply these scientific, discoveries as yet to mitigate 
the uppulhng suffering which still prevails in the mufassal. I can 
assure the mover that Sir Kurendru Nath Banerjea has the fullest sym- 
jmthy with this projK>sal and as soon as this Government* is provided 
with more funds — and we all hojs* the Retrenchment Committee will 
help in this — 1 can assure him that the L<m ul Self-Government Depart- 
ment w ill place this projjosid in the forefront of their programme; and 
1 trust that with this assurance he may lx* prewired to withdraw his 
resolution. 

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: After what has been said by 
Mr. Goode, Secretary in the laical Self-Government Department, with 
regard to this resolution, I have practicalh speaking no mind to s|»enk as 
Government admit the utility and the necessity of the establishment of 
tlmna disiHUisaries. It is a known fact to oveivh.xU n, this Council, 
who has any experience of the mufassal that dis|H*nsaries are of the ut- 
most importance for the vilagers. So I do not like to dilate on the j»oint 
us to the necessity for dispensaries. I understand that Government are 
not prepared to accept this resolution on the ground that it lias not got 
sufficient money to meet the demand. Still I submit that the necessity 
is veiy great and anyhow provision ought to he made in the Budget 
for the establishment of tluiiuj. dispensaries. With these few words, 

1 hu p| tort the resolution of Balm Tankanath Chaudhuri. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: In case of some of 
the district boards the |x>sition is this. As mv friend, Babu Tankanath 
Chaudhuri, has said, a circular letter was issued, asking whether district 
hnurda are willing to have dis|K>nsaries in tlmna areas. As far as I 
know, some bf, the district boards, in antici|>ation of some grant from 
Government, have taken up the question of constructing dispensaries, 
as they wore quite sure that they would receive certain grants from 
Government. If, however, at this stage they are deprived of this grant 
they will indeed be in a sorry plight. So far as my district board of 
Rajshahi is concerned, some time ago in the year 1918 if [ remember 
aright — We drew up a programme of opening dispensaries within a 
radius of five miles each and we have been following up the programme. 
On this basis, about 100 dispensaries were necessary and we have prac- 
tically opened 40 and 60 still remain to be opened. At this time the 
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circular letter from Government was received. We have made pro- 
yiaicm for the opening of JO more dispensaries in the next year expect- 
ing that half the balance will come from Government and the other 
.half would be borne by the district hoard. This is a most important 
need of the district. My friend, the mover, lias drawn out a picture of 
the appalling death-rate. 1 know that there are several projects of 
the Health Department which foi want of funds cannot lie taken up. 
There is also the problem of owning out silted canals, and the cutting 
of jungles which for want of financial aid we cannot take up. In this 
matter of dispensaries some of the district boards have Imhmi looking 
forward to the Government grunt and if they are now told that there 
will be no giant whatsoever it will indeed bo a sure disappointment for 
them and I do not know what tlie> will do. In this connection, I may, 
with your permission, tell a story. We have been introducing the 
imposition of an anna rate for one bottle of medicine, because* we have 
found that the expenditure on medicine is going much higher on account 
of rise in prices. In <ertnin cases where there are no disjsuisnries, 
people have voluntariK come forward to pa\ the rate, provided a dis- 
pensary is established, sa\ing that thc\ have been paying the cess for 
the last ;>0 \euis still tlie\ hn\e not **een a single doctor. (TIeui, hear/) 

I know that our ITon’ble the Minister has every s\m]uitbv with ns. 1 
would ask that some expenditure of the Health De|»urtment in other 
directions might lx* cui tailisl. \\ e do not want so many Assistant Direc- 
tors going about the country and telling jieople »1m*u{ elaborate schemes. 
Wlmt is the good of all that if you cannot give us money ? I should 
ask Government to curtail e\|H»nditure somewhere in order to give us 
some money for saving the jwnplc from sheer death. 

Rli JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bihiduf s I know' that 
Mr. Goode and His Excellency's Government are deeply interested in thin 
question, and— [A vokk: What about the Minister? J —they will do 
all that lies in their power to help the poor jHWtple of Bengal. But I 
must say here that the giant of Rs. ‘J50 for a village dis|»enaary and 
Rs. 500 for a thana disjHMisary 1 1 » the district boards is grossly inade- 
quate. I am sure Mr. Goode will do his best to increase this amount; 
but to say now that the sum of Rv 1,50,000 was not spent by the 
demand of the district boards, ljeoause they did not agree to the pro- 
poeals is, I think, very unreasonable. The department may think it 
to be a reasonable grant, but the district Isiards in their | invert y refused 
it, not all, but some of them, and therefore, the money has not beou 
spent. That being so, I do hojie that the department may increase the 
grant and spend the whole amount of Rs. 1.50,000. Mr. Goode has 
told us that he will plate the projiosal of Rs, 50,00,000 in the very fore- 
front of the programmes for the next year. If he had said only that 
mndb y I would have requested Bnbu Tankanath Chaudhuri to withdraw 
bia proposal ; but in the same breath he said: 4 ‘ T cannot give you more 
tban Ra. 15,000 for the next Budget.” That is a position which, I 
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hope, this Council will not accept and I am sure Mr. Goode himself is 
very soiTy that he has to make that statement, hut 1 do hope that he 
will not stick to it and he will do his very best to give Rs. 1,50,000 for 
three years which he promised and which w T e passed. If he says that 
much, I will make every attempt to induce llahu Tankanath Chaudhuri 
to withdraw his proposal. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Goode has urged upon the 
(’ouncil the necessity of curtailment in the expenditure of the several 
dejmit merits of the Government. If the pruning knife is to be applied, 
it is certainly not to be applied in the case where jieople are dying. 
This pruning knife would only help the people of Bengal to die rather 
faster. Mr. Goode has said that many of the district boards have not 
come forward to accept the offer so kindly made by him some time back. 
As 1 said before, the offer was rather too inadequate. The district 
boards have been doing all that they can do and in order to accept the 
offer made by the Government the district boards would have had to 
curtail expenditure on other departments which they could not afford 
to do. That is the reason why most of the distiict boards did not come 
forward and accept the offer made to them. It is in the fitness of things 
that Mr. Goode should he commissioned l>\ the Hon’ble the Minister 
to say that he had every sympathy for this resolution. I have one appeal 
to make to the seven llon’ble the Memheis and Mmisteis of the Council. 
If they act in harmony they would be able to find out money in order 
to diive away —nt least in order to mitigate the sufferings of the 
people. If Government have to defend upon the revenues derived from 
the |M*ople there must lx* jvople living in the eountrv lie fore the Minis- 
ter for Agriculture can advise jienple on the method of cultivating the 
soil, before the Minister for Education can find jieople for educating, 
before the Minister for Public Health can find jteople for ministering 
to their health, liefore the Revenue Member can find people from whom 
to collect his revenues, before the Judicial Momtier can find people to 
try them, and lief ore the Member in charge of Jails can find people 
for molding them to jail, and before the Kimfnce Member ran find money 
to make both ends meet The prime dutv of Government is to see that 
people should l>e living in the country. I upi**al to the Tfon’ble the 
Members and Ministers in order they might all join bands to find out 
this paltry sunt of Rs. 5,00,000, which would be onlv eight annas or 
•5 per cent, of the total income of the Government of Bengal, to relieve 
the distress of the people. If the House thinks — and I hope the House 
has a right to think — that thev would trv their best to join hands in 
finding out this sum, I feel it would lie wise on my part to withdraw 
the resolution for the present. 

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. , 4 

After the Hon’ble the President's announcement, Rai J ogendra 
Ghunder Ghose Bahadur objected to the resolution being withdrawn. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS 1 aiu afraid the Uai Bahadur cannot object now. 
I asked distinctly whether any monitor had objection to leave being 
given to Babn Tankanuth Chaudhuri to withdraw' the resolution. No 
one rained any objection and the matter cannot now Ik* reopened. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ deli vennl Ilia speech in Bengali, 
the translation of which is as follows: — 

Although the mover of resolution No. 2(> has withdrawn his ieso 
lut ion v I am not going to do so. The sum of Ks. If), 000 is nothing to 
the mighty Government. I am, however, willing to abide by the w ishes 
of the Government if a “ reasonable sum ” is allotted for this put{>o*c. 

I agree to what the Secretary has verbally informed me. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE* If the Shah Sahib would he willing to leave 
out the words “ five lakhs or any reasonable sum M in his amendment 
and say “such maximum amount as Go\eniment might lw* 'able to 
provide for tins purpose, ” we would accept it 

Dr. dATINDRA NATH MOITRA : Can Mr Goode give us any 
undertaking P 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: 1 am afraid, Sir, it is impossible to give any 
undertaking to the members of this House. As J hate stated several 
times before, there is no scheme on which we set greater stoic than this, 
and it is a very great disappointment that we hn\e l>een eompelled to 
curtail it; but Government is one and it is useless for the I/ocal Self- 
Government Department to attempt to adopt a diff erent attitude from that 
which I am suie the Finance Department must adopt at a later stage. 

If the mover of the amendment is prepared to leave it to this department 
to do its best to obtain such sum as the Finance Department will [x*rmit, 
we might accept it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do T understand Mr. Goode to say “ such maxi- 
mum -amount as the Government might he able to allot for the purpose” P 

Dr. 4ATINDRA NATH MOITRA: The amendment says “ any 
reasonable sum.” What difference does it make to what Mr. Goode 
wants us to accept P 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: The word “ reasonable " as interpreted l»v the 
mover is probably different from the meaning the* Finance Department 
would put upon it. I would desire to safeguard myself. I want to I** 
honest with the Rouse. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : The ‘re is something more definite about 
Mr. Goode’s form of words than that proj>o*ed. which might }*> subject of 
very considerable controversy as to what was 41 reasonable.” 

The following amended resolution was then put and agreed to:-- 

** This Council recommends to the Government that in the Budget 
Estimate for the year 192*3-24 such maximum sum as the Government 
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might \m able to allot be provided for giving medical relief in the rural 
areas by the establishment of thana dispensaries and village dispensaries 
and that a sufficient portion of that money be allotted to village dispen- 
saries." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ah the next four resolutions are closely con- 
nected, I cull on Babu Hern Chanda Bhattacharji to move the first ooe 
standing in his name. 


Withdrawal of resolutions. 

The following resolutions were, by leave of the Council, Withdrawn : — 

Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: “ This Council recom- 
mends to the Government — 

(1) that the pay and prospects of the typists and copyists attached 
to the civil, criminal and revenue courts in Bengal bo fixed 
according to the scales given below: — 

(a) in the case of typists beginning with the minimum of 

Us. (if) and rising by annual increments of Us. 3 
to Us. 125 in 20 years with an efficiency bar at 
Us. 96 and a selection grade of 5 per cent, of the 
cadre at Us. 150; 

(b) in the case of copyists beginning with a minimum of 

Us. 40 and rising hv an annual increment of Us. 2 
to Us. HO in 20 years with an efficiency bar at Us. GO 
and a selection grade of 5 per cent, of the cadre at 
Us. 1(M); 


or 

(2) that the services of the typists and copyists attached to the civil, 
criminal and revenue courts in Bengal be absorbed in the 
ministerial establishment and their pay and prospects he fixed 
accordingly." 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ This Council recommends to the 
Government thift the pay and prosj>ects of the typists and copyists 
attached to the civil, criminal and revenue courts in Bengal be fixed 
according to the scales given below: — 

(a) in the case of typists beginning with a minimum of Rs. 66 

and rising by on annual increment of Rs. 3 to Rs. 126 in 20 
years with an efficiency bar at Its. 95, and a selection grade 
of 5 per cent, of the cadre at Its. 150; and 

( b ) in the case of copyists beginning with a minimum of Rs. 40 

and rising by an annual increment of Rs. 2 to Re. 80 hi 30 
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years with an efficiency bar at Rs. 60 and a election grade 
of 5 per cent. of the cadre at Rs. 100/* 

The following resolution standing in the name of Muuslii Ju far 
Ahmed was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn: — 
** The Council recommends to the Government that the services 
of the typists and copyists attached to the civil, criminal and revenue 
courts in Bengal be absorbed in the ministerial establishment and their 
pay and prospects fixed accordingly/’ 


Typtos and copyists of civil, criminal and revenue oourte. 

SHAH EYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this Council recommends 
to the Government that some sort of immediate relief or allowance be 
given to the copyists and typists of the civil, criminal atul revenue 
courts of Bengal till their case is finally decided with reference to the 
resolution carried in this Council regarding them. 

He spoke in Bengali in sup|K>rt of his motion. The translation of his 
speech is as follows : — 

A resolution was moved in this behalf on the HI si August, 1921, 
by Khan Bahadur Miiuln Wasimuddin Ahmed, and not less than 10 
members of this House spoke on that occasion. The speeches have 
Wen printed in Volume 1 V of the Bengal legislative Council Proceed- 
ings. It is therefore unnecessary for me to go over the same ground 
again. 

At the present moment the ministerial officers enjoy a certain 
amount of privileges, r.//., fixed salaries, leave, pension, etc. The high 
cost of living has increased their pay, umi they have, therefore, given 
a benediction to the Government, as in duty bound. The poor typist*, 
on the other hand, who have no ma bap and who have to work equally 
hard, have not Won conceded any of the concessions the ministerial 
officers are now entitled to. With changed circumstances consequent 
on the Great European War, it is well nigh impossible for them to 
eke out a decent source of subsistence unless and until the Government 
lend a helping hand to them. I have asked questions in this Council 
in this regard on many occasions, and from the replies I have received 
it is seemingly apparent that the Government look upon the typists 
with a kindly eye. I hope the Government will not pooh-pooh my 
proposals this time. I do not think thut the Hon ’hie the MemWr in 
charge will say that the purse of the Government is very tight now, 
and having regard to their financial situation, it is not }>ossible for 
them to do anything for the typists. Be that as it may, as a faith- 
ful servant of my country, I think it is my duty to fight for the typists 
and whether anything is feasible to do in this direction is a matter 
entirely within the discretion of the Hori*ble the Member. If nothing 
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remains to be done, there is no other alternative left for me but to 
recall to memory the having ot the Persian poet — 

Gujta gufta man shuda bisyargoo 
A z thuma rk tan nashad israr goo i 

which mean* — 4 ‘ I have become hick of speaking, but all of you have 
turned a deaf ear/’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 th ink that it will l>e for the convenience of the 
House if the further consideration of this question stands over till 
to-morrow. . ♦ 

Adjournment. 

The Coun< il was then adjourned till d r.M. on Thursday, the 
2drd November, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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ProotMlings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council mot in the Council Chumtar in the Town Ifall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 2'hd November, 1922, at 3 r.M. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the ('hair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, two Hon'hlc Ministers (the llou'ble the 
Nawab Sah id Nuwab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Hahudur, l>eiug absent) and 
94 nominated and elec ted members. 


8tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

North Bengal flood. 

’XXXIX. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the llon ble the 
Mem!>er in charge of the Depaitment of Revenue (I -and Revenue) l>e 
jileased to state whether m tin* light of subsequent cx|»cMcnce it h in 
the contemplation of the (iov eminent to modify in anv essential parti- 
culars the communiijur issued b\ tin* (ioveinment on tlu 1 1 1th ()ctol>er 
last in respect of the Hood* that took place in the di*tii»ts of Rujshahi, 
Bogra and Puhna in Septemlier last Y 

(h) Will the lloti’ble the Member be* pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the areas affected by the H<mm 1 in Rajshahi, Bogra and Puhna; 
(ti) the {Hjpulation within the aforesaid areas; 

(in) the mini her of huts damaged or destroyed within the afonvmid 
areas ; 

(iv) the head of cattle which jierished in the* aforesaid ureas ; and 
(r) the quantity of croj*c which were destroyed within the afore- 
said areas Y 

( c ) Will the II on* hie the Member Ik* also pleaded to lay on the table 
a statement showing the value of — 

(*) the crops; 

(it) the number of cattle; 

(tit) the number of huts; and 

(ir) the stores of grain and other things destroyed or damaged by 
the recent flood in each of the district# of Rajshahi, Bogra 
and Pabna? 
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(d) Will the TTon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
were any deaths due to the flood in those districts? If so, what is 
their number? 

(r) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the water has completely subsided from the. flooded 
ureas ; 

(n) how man \ days did it take the water to subside; and 

(n?) the reasons for the slow subsidence of the water? 

(/) Will tin* llon’ble tint Member lie pleased to state whether there 
are any records of floods in those districts pre\ious to 1918^ 

(//) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon* hie the 
Mem 1 mm* lie jil eased to state in lespeet of such floods — 

(?) how many days the water took to subside; and 
(it) the extent of the damage caused thereby? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhira]a Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(<t) The member is ref cried to the communique of the 9th Nov- 
ember, 1 922, which supplemented the communique of the 11th Octolier 
last and contained the latest information about the extent of damage 
done and the relief measures adopted. 

(h) (t) The areas affected were — 

Hajshahi - 1 ,200 square miles. 

Bogra -405 square miles. 

Pabna — 200 square miles. 

(it) Population affected was — 

Bajshahi — T4 1 ,4d7. 

Bogra — 249,500. 
l’abna — 70,000. 

(tit) The number of houses or huts destroyed was — 

Kajshahi— 79,440. 

Bogra — 83,080. 

Pabna- — 700. 

(?r) and (r) The member is referred to the communique of the 9th 
November, 1922. 

(e) The information is not available. 

((/) The member is referred to the communuftU of the 9th Novem- 
ber, 1922. 

(e) ( i ) Yes. 
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(u) It took 4 to 16 d»ys in Rnjshahi. 7 to 15 days in Bopro and 
18 days in Pabna to subside completely. 

(til) The slow subsidence is mainlv due to (1^ the great mass of 
water involved, (2) high water-level of the Brahmaputra and Padmn, 
and (8) the natural gentle slojie of the country. The railway embank- 
ments and district hoard roads might uUo hu\o obstructed to some 
extent the more rapid drainage of the water, hut that is a matter to lx* 
investigated by the Committee of Kx|**rts to Ik* api»ointed. 

(/) Prior to PUS severe floods also occurred in the following yeais: — 
(/) llajsbahi district: Years of occurrence--- lNdS , 1SIJ5; 1871. 

(2) B#gra district: Years of occurrence— 18IM ; ISSfi. 

(/;) (0 and (tt) For such information as is immediately available the 
member is referred to the District Gazetteers. 


Co-operative Societies for jute-growers. 

*XL. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Has the attention of the* llon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Deiwirtiuent of Agriculture and Industries been 
drawn to the great necessity of ( \>-<»perutive Societies lor jute-growera Y 

(It) Will the Hon ble the Minister he pleased t<» state whether any 
scheme is being piepaied for such ('<»-o|a»ru1]\c Societies, and. if so, on 
what lines is it lieing framed !" 

(r) Are the* Government considering the desirability of formulating 
a scheme to start two or three sue li (\>-o|**rutive Sew ictioa in Hast 
Bengal. b\ way of cxjhm nnent , the Government guaranteeing for a 
limited time to make* good an\ loss to such organizations v 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of ACRICUL- 
TURE And INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan): <„> | t IN |in . MlllllfH | 

that Co-ojx*rati ve Societies of jute-growers for the sale of their jute 
are contemplated. Government are aware of the advantages winch 
might he exacted from the successful working of such r<M>]*niliv« 
societies. 

(h) No practicable scheme has yet !*»en fnrniiilated owing | 0 the 
speculative element in the jute industry and the* present unsettled rondi- 
tion of the jute market. Certain experiments have already lieen made, 
but the results of these exjierinients have not lieen very enc*ouraging. 

(r) The principle of Government guarantee against loss in the case 
of experimental societies has already been accepted and acted upon, hut 
the principle has not been extended to the case of co-operative jute sale 
societies, as owing tec the difficulties mentioned in the* rejdv to (h) above, 
tile Co-operative Department has not been able to formulate any definite 
schemes. The present financial stringency is such that Government 
oaanot consider the grant of a guaranty to jute sale societies now. 
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•XU. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs (a) Will the Hon 'Me 

t\w Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 

he pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

( t ) the expenditure incurred on the Department of Agriculture, 
year by year, during the last 5 years; 

(11) tin* nuin her of officers employed in the Imperial, and in the 
Provincial Agricultural Services; 

( in ) the amount drawn during the last five years by each of these 
two classes of officers as (?) pay, (i;) travelling allowance, 
(///) hulling allowance, and (ir) other allowances, if any; 
and 

(ir) the research work done by the officers of the Imperial and 
Provincial Services ‘f 

(h) Will (he Ilon’hle the Minister lie pleased to make a statement 
allowing the wavs in which the officers of (he Agricultural Department 
have aiivaneeil the cause of Agriciiltuie in the province since the 
establishment of this department!" 

Mr. <1. T. DONOVAN: (u) (,) and m) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(m) The information in the form asked for is not on record, and 
the collection of it would, in the opinion of (lovernment, involve time 
and Inhour out of all proportion to its value when obtained. 

(irl and (h) The memlier is refened to the Annual Reports of the 
Agricultural De|nirt incut and the re|>orts of the Expert Officers. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred quest, on .Vo. XU („) (,) 
and (") shoo;,,,, (,) tl,e expenditure marred on the Department of 
A i/rleul I ure , year l,y year, ilurmy the last flee years; and (11) the 
number of officers employed ,n the Imperial and in the Provincial 
Agricultural Services. 


( i ) 1917-13 

INI 8 - 1 !) 

im-zi 

um-n 


Its 

G, 17,370 
7,G;>.099 
8.30,159 
9,08,809 
9,89,938 


(n) Imperial Agricultural Service 
holding the Imperial Service 
Provincial Agricultural Service 


(including the officers 
post* temporarily) ... 

... 13 
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•XLII. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY; (a) Will the Hotfble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be {deased to atate 
whether a Smoke- Nuisances Dejiort meat is being maintained in Calcutta? 

(6) If 80 , what is the exact nature of its use to the public? 

(c) What is the cost, capital, recurring or both, incurred by 
Government in maintaining that dejMu tmeiit ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. 4 . Donald): (a) Yen. 

(b) Th£ dejKirtment exists to safeguard public health ami to protect 
tlie public against loss to projierty and discomfort caused by the emis- 
sion of smoke fiom furnaces and fireplaces, in the areas to which the 
Aet has l>een extended. 

(r) The attention of the memlier is united to the Detailed Account 
No. d7-I). — Miscellaneous Budget for 

Sheds at Kankinara for political prisoners. 

* X L 1 1 1 - Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Deqnti tment of Revenue (Jails) !>e pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether the construction of sheds at Kankinaiu for |sditical 
firisoners lias liecn completed, and, if so, at what < ost ; and 

(it) whether any such prisoners have been placed in such sheds, 
and, if so, how mail) ? 

( b ) N it necessary to keep and maintain such hIhmJs for such 
purpose an} longer’’ 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAIL8| 
(the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 8tephenson) t {( i ) (r) and (rr) The memtier is 
referred to the s|n»eeh of the Uon’hle the Member in charge of Jails 
in this Council on the 'list August, 1922, in connection with the demand 
for a grant of Rs. 49,(160 for the Kanch rajwira jail 

( b ) The question of their disposal is under consideration. 


UnsUrred Question* 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Increase of oow 4 s milk. 

88. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hobble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries lie 
pleased to Mate what stejis have been taken during the last official year 
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by the Government of Bengal for the provision of pasture grounds, stud- 
hulls for breeding purposes, establishment of veterinary charitable dis- 
pensaries with a view to increasing the supply of pure cow’s milk, and 
development of agriculture in Bengal? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of ascertain- 
ing what the Government of the other provinces have done in this 
matter and of laying a statement containing the information on the 
table? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) As regards pasture grounds the member 
is referred to the sj>eerh of the llon’lde the Minister on the resolution 
on c iittle-breeding moved b\ Mi. Binsanna Deb Baikat. at ^ic Council 
meeting of Oth Kcpteml>cr, 1921. 

Ah regards stud-bulls the member is referred to the reply to ques- 
tion No. 97 (ft) asked h\ Maulvi Fn/lal Karim at the meeting of the 
Council held on the 5th July, 1922. 

With regard 1o veterinary disjx*nsnries, two new dispensaries-one 
at Midna|)ore and the other at Kalimpong - were ojNMied during the 
last year. As explained in the reply to question No. 4 (r) (in) asked 
by the member at the Council meeting of 7th February, 1921. these 
disjamsai ies are not altogether charitable institutions as fees are levied 
according to a prescrilxsl scale except when 1 buna fidr cultivators and 
others, whose income is below IN. 50 a month, are concerned. 

(b) No. 


8a*e of Civil Court buildings at Madaripur. 

89. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: [a) Will the Hon’hle the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Public Works Ik* pleased to state 
whether the Civil Court buildings at Madaripur have been sold? 

(b) If so, will the Uon’bfe the Minister be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

( i ) the names of the bidders; * 

{ ii) the name of the officer who conducted the sale; 

(in) the name of the jmosoii or jiersons who purchased the build- 
ing; 

(ir) the price at winch the buildings were sold ; and 
(r) the cost incurred in erecting the buildings? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. C. C. Day): <«D The briek-work of the building has been 
sold, the steel-work and wmnl-work have Ihhmi retained for use on other 
works. 

(M (G Babu Kalyan Mitra; Janahali Munsbi; Babu Niskikanta 
Bose; Babu Mohan Guha; Baku Behari Mondal; Babu Gopal Mondal ; 
and Babu Dhirendra Das Gupta. 
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(ii) Babu larini Kantu Daw Gupta conducted the wale in the pres- 
ence of the Civil Suhdivisional Officer. 

(m) Babu Dhiremlra Daw Gupta, the highest bidder. 

(ip) Rs. 1.525. 

(r) IW 31,831. 

Extension of service to Mr. 8winhoe. 

90. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : ui) Will the Hon'hlo the 
MeniWr in chaise of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Mr. Swinhoe, Chief Presidency Magistrate, lias Won 
frequently absent from duty during t In* past \oar on account of con- 
tinued ill-health? 

{/>) Have any extensions of service lieen planted to Mr 'Swinlme? 
If so. how many extensions? 

[r) Has any further extension been ied for b\ Mr Sw inhoe y 
If so, is it the intention of Uovernment to plant him an\ further 
ext<‘iisions? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim) : </ No. 

i h ) Mr Swinhoe has tw o extensions of one yeui each 

(r) Hi* 1 has made an application for luither extension of seinco 
whic h is under consideration. 


Pay of District Agricultural Officers for subdivisions. 

91. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACH ARJI : mi Will the 
Hon* hie the Minister in charge of the* Depaitment of Apmiiltine and 
Industrie's be pleased to state the present scale of pay of the Dislint 
Agricultural Officers for subdivisions? 

(h) When wow their pa\ last revis'd? 

(c'l Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased t o state whether their 
[my has Wen increased like that of other ottbers owmp t < » the* enhanced 
cost of living? 

(d) If not , are the Government considering the desiralulih of rais- 
ing their present scale of pay? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) Rs. 100 — f» —200 with a probationary 
period of two years on Rs. 75 [**r mensem. 

# (h) In 1917. 

(c) No. 

(d) Proposals for the revision of pay of the District Agricultural 
Officers are under the consideration of Government. 


17 
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Agricultural loans in flooded areas. 

92. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : (a) Is the lion’ Lie 
tli e Member in charge of the Derailment of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
aware that owing to the rule for advancing agricultural loans to a batch 
on joint responsibility instead of individually the recipients of the 
loan are being driven to the money-lendeis to contract individual debts 
on exorbitant and ruinous rates of interest? 

(h) Am* the (iovernment considering tin* advisability of issuing 
instructions for advancing loans individually especially in the flooded 
area in North Bengal? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) No. 

(h) No. 


Coondaism in Calcutta. 

93. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon hie the 

Member in charge of tin* Polue Depaitment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing - 

(t) tin* number of cases of “ roldieiv,” “ e\foi I ion,” and other 

forms of “ giMUidaism " that weie comimltcd in Cnhutta, in 
each vein between 1910 and 1 DO 1 ; and 

(u) < he steps that were taken by tin* Commissioner of Police from 

time to time to t lieok “ goondaism ” and bighwav lohberv 
indicating the results that were obtained? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. 8tephenson): (/) and {n) Attention is invited to } para- 
graphs 19 to 21 and statement A of t lie Annual Administration 
Report of the Calcutta Ptflice which give* tin* crime figures and 
to the answers given 1o the question asked hv Maulvi A K Fa/l-ul llacj 
in the Bengal Legislative Council in 1920 (eopv placed on the Library 
table 'l and to question No 109 asked hv Mr. Krishna Chandra Rav 
Chutidhuri in April, 1921. and to question No 71 asked by Babu 
Surendra Naravnn Sinha during tin* current session, which state the 
measures taken from time to time. 

Coondi Department. 

94. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Ron hie the 

Member in chaige of the Police Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing, year hv year. — 

(a) how many jierwns were arrester! by the “ Goondu Department M 
of the Calcutta Police since its creation — 

(i) on complaint; 
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(ti) on anonymous petitions; and 

(tit) by the officers of the CViituiial Investigation Dejmrtim'nt 
attached to the “ Uoonda Dejmrtment ’ ' of their 
own motion; 

(h) for what iroruxl were the poisons, who were arrested by the 

“ Uoonda Department ,” detained in the Police custody; 

(c) how many l>ersons were “ discharged *’ bv the “ Uoonda 

De] wirt men t ” and, if so, after how many “ remands and 

(d) how many of the arrested persons were sent up Indore the 

court and on what (diaries and what was the result thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) and ih) Four hundred 
and twenty-eight pusons were ai rested in 1 1 and 5o0 in 1(1'^ up to 

the dOth October. I be details asked foi would require tin* examination 
of the lecords of eacli indiwdual case, neai 1\ 1,000 in number 

(o Throe bundled and twenty-one persons were dis t harmed in 1021 
and 40, » iri 1022 up to the dOth (h toiler 

(d) Of 7S [arsons sent up m 1021. 01 were convicted and II dis- 
charged In 1022 u i > to the dOth ( tetober, 7S jieisons w'ere sent up 12 
were conxieted, IS <lis< harmed arid IS are under trial These , as<-s 
w-ere mosth under the preventive sections of the law In addition. 
21 {lersotis were arrested and sent to other places where the\ were 
wanted for offences. 


Coonda Department. 

95. Rai Dr. HARIDH AN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ 'bio 
the Member m charge of the Police Depailment l>o pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing - 

(0 the numlier of jiersons ane-led h\ the " Uoonda Department " 
on suspicion, complaint or otheiwise, but “ disc barged ” 
and subsequently found a< tualK to commit an act of extor- 
tion, robbery or any other act of “ goondaism ” and con- 
victed thereof; and 

(n) the numlier of jiersons convicted of extortion, robben or anv 
other form of “ goondaism,’* who had previous convictions? 

(ft) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleas'd to state wbether the 
“ Ooondn De|»artment” bad any “ previous information ” about the 
movements of the c ulprits who were, later on, found to be guilty of any' 
form of 11 goondaism” ? 

(r) Tf so, in how many cases had the department such information 
aifH what was the nature of the information? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member Is* pleased also to state how manv 
cases have failed owing to inability to gd “ residents to come forward 
to give public evidence in court ” ? 

!■ A 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: («) (r) and (n) The number 
of person* arrested from 1st January, 1921, to 30th October, 1922, is 
978. Of these, 720 were discharged. It is imj>o*sihlc to supply the 
other details asked for without an examination of the' records of cases, 
nearly i ,000 in number. 

{b) Yes. 

(r) and (<1) Figures cannot 1 je given without examining all the 
records, but it is the exjM*rience that a large proportion of the cases 
investigated fail for the reason stated. 


Weaving sohool at Chittagong. 

96. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Ifon’ble 
the Minister in e lunge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware that Muhaimnadan Jolalias and Hindu wea\eis at Sat- 
kania and oth(»r places of Chittagong, of who h there aie a huge number, 
living ujxm weaving ha\e not yet l>een aide to g<*t any tiainiug in 
improve! methods of weaving? 

(b) Will the lion 'hie the Minister he pi eased to state uhcthci any 
steps are being taken to give them such training 9 

O') Are the Go\er»ment considering the desirability of Waiting a 
jsu'ipatetic weaving school at Chittagong? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) Yes 

(b) It is proposed to depute one of the jHM’ipatetic inst ructoi s to 
Satkania. 

(r) Steps have been considered and discussed but in \icw of the 
general financial position and in the absence of sufficient local support 
it is riot yet { mss i hie to ojhmi a peripatetic weaving school at Chittagong. 


Elephants in Patiya Srimai Hills of Chittagong. 

97. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Will the IWble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue'! be 
pleased to, state whether he is aware of the fact that a large number of 
elephants have Wen committing serious mischief in the Rativa Srimai 
range of bilk in Chittagong and that they are a standing danger to 
the lives and property of jH*ople residing in the locality? 

(M Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate action to start kheddnh operations in that range? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN* (n) and (b) Government have no precise information 
on the facts mentioned in question (a). It was, however, originally 
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intended to hold a kheddah this year in this area but the projKXiai fell 
through. Ihe question of holding a kheddah next year will be 
considered. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: Is not kheddah operation, pro- 
I H *rly conducted, a profitable one m the end . v li so, will the (iovorn- 
ment in the meantime send for the precise information refeired to in 
the question:' 

The Hon’ble the MAH A RAJA DH I RAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: \es, it Is so. Hut it had to fall tluough owing to want of 
funds, and Jnr another reason, which jierhajis the luemlnM himself is 
aware of. Uvause lie comes from flu* district which was kept li\«dy right 
through the last \eai hv non-co-opeiation 


Weavers and dealers of doth in Pabna and Tippers. 

98. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble flit* Minister 
in (haige ot the Depaitment of Agriculture and Industries l>e pleased 
to ln\ oil the table a statement show mg — 

< 1 1 t lie nninbei of wea\ers (I unties and doluhasl respe<ti\el\ 

{n) in the Palma Sudor subdivision, 

(b) m the Sirajganj suhdnision, and 
(< > in the Tipjiera Sadur huImIiv ision ; and 
i n ' the nunibei of i loth-dealers in those places? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: ( ii ) A statement is gncn below - 
Pabna Sadar subdivision — 

Talities- 1.909; Jugis— bid; Joliihft»*—l0,997. 

Sirajganj subdivision — * 

Tan ties — 2,144 ; Jug is — .‘in 2 ; Jolahas— .*199. 

Tipjxra Sadar subdivision — 

Tanties -2t> ; Jugis -10,990; Jolahas -d. 

(u) The information is not readily available. 

Reclamation of lohamati river. 

99. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: ( m With reference to the 
answer given to unstarred question No. 72 \h) put by me on the 2drd 
August, 1922. will the TTon'hie the Member in charge of the Depart- 
njgnt of Irrigation lx* pleased to state — 

(») how the safety of the Hardinge bridge depend* on the river 
Tehamati in the Pabna district as its source is \H miles down 
that bridge; and 
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(it) in what way will that bridge be affected if the Ichamati river 
is reclaimed? 

(b) Have the Government taken anv expert opinion in the matter? 

(r) i I ho, will the Hon' hie the Member be pileaaed to lay a copy 
of that opinion on the table? 

(d) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, are the Government 
eonsideiitig the desirability of consulting some exjK’it as regards the 
reclamation of tlie liver Ichamati? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’blethe Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) (?) and (??) The 
Knginceiing Committee of flu* Lower Ganges Bridge considered that the 
development of any of the rivers in tin* area now declared under 
section 7(i (b) of the Embankment At t would endanger the bridge by 
making- it jHwsihle foi the Ganges to chunge its course. 

(b) No. 

{c) The question does not arise. 

(</) No. 


Muhammadan sub- inspectors of police. 

100. Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: (u) Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Detriment lie pleased to state how many sub- 
insj>eotors of jxdice in Bengal have Ihmmi promoted to the rank of inspector 
of |K>lice during tin* current year and how many of them are Muham- 
madans? 

{b) If there are no Muhammadans, will the Ilon’ble the Member be 
pleased to state the reason why no Muhammadan sut>-iris|>ector was 
promoted? * 

(c> Will the Ilon’ble the Memlier be pleased to state wdiether there 
were any Muhammadan sub-inspectors enlisted before ])eceml>er, 1905, 
eligible for promotion, and why their cast's have never come up for con- 
siderat ion ? 

(d) Since April. 1921, what attempt was made by the Government 
to improve^ the cause of the Muhammadan sub-in sectors as regards pro- 
motion to the rank of inspector? 

(et Were any nominations received since then either by the Inspec- 
tor-General of Police or by the Range Deputy Inspectors-General from 
their Superintendent* of Police? 

{f) If so, how many" of them were in favour of Ilmdus and how many 
in favour of Muss.il mans? 

(<;) Will the Ilon’ble the Member l>e pleased to state how many 
assistant sub-inspectors were promoted to the rank of sub-inspector 
from 1920 up to date and how many of them were Muhammadans? 
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( h ) Is it not a fact that in 1921, MU assistant sub- in spec tors were 
promoted to the runk of sub-insj>ectoi ami out of them only one was a 
Muhammadan ? 

(i) Will the lloifble the Memlier Ik' pleased to state what stejw 
Government intend to take to safeguard the interests of deserving 
Muhammadan sub-inspectors and assistant suleihspectors without injur- 
ing the efficiency of the department ? 

The Hoo’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) T en sub-ins|K'etors 
have been promoted to the rank of iusjieet or during the euirent year. 
None of them is a Muhammadan. 

(h) Promotion to the lank ot ins]>ector i> made according- to seniority 
and meiit, irres]M»cti ve ot racial considerations lhinng the euirent 
\ear there vcas no Muhammadan otlicer with the ne< essnry uualificalions. 

( r ) There is onlv one mm li officer. His name has been placed on the 
appro\ed list foi promotion, for considerat ion when his turn comes 

<//) No sjK'cial mtion has l>eeii taken to favour Muliummadan sub- 
insjKM tors All nfficeis ha v equal facilities for learning then woik and 
ijiialifAing themselves for piomotion. 

<*) Yes. 

(/) The In spec tor-Geneial of Police received M2 nominations * .Ml 
II indu officers and 1 Muhammadan of whomo Hindus ami 1 M uhainiiiadan 
xs ere selected. 

i </ \ Tweiit wtao assistant sub-ifisjs*ctoi s have iieen promoted to the 
rank ot* siib-insjK‘ctoi since 1920, of whom 0 aie Muhammadans. 

(h) No. Theie was no recruitment of sub-inspectors in 1921. 

(i) There is no reason to apprehend that the claims of deserving 
Muhammadan officers for promotion are o\erlooked and no such step* 
are considered necessary. 


Flood-stricken people and money-lenders. 

101. Rai MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: <,/) Will 
the Hon'ble tin* Member in chaige of the Department of Revenue (hand 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether In- is aware that mones -lender s 
are taking advantage of those sufferers from floes] in North Hen gal 
who have lands of their own 0 

ih) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate step* to save the victims of flood from money-lenders ? 
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(r) ill the llon’ble the Memlx>r be pleaded to state whether prompt 
steps are pnqmsed to lie taken to postpone the realisation of rents from 
rniy/itx of the affected areas and of making equitable arrangements with 
the ku in i iidars for t lie purpose? 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) and (h) (iovernment are not awure of the allegation 
made in question (//); but (iovernment have made arrangements for 
loans to be given for agricultural purposes on a large scale. 

(r) No such proj>osul bus yet l>een received from the local officers, 
so tbe (|uestion does not arise. 


Grand Trunk Canal Project. 

102. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: <V> Will 
tbe Hon’ble tbe Member in charge of the Department of Imgation be 
pleased to state tbe amount of actual cxjienditure incurred up to date 
for tbe (l rami Trunk (’anal Project? 

(h) Will the llon’ble the Member 1 h* pleased to state tin* name, 
rank and length of service of the Engineer, who was entrusted with 
tlie preparation id the (irand Trunk (’anal Project and who estimated 
its eost of const i net ion , and also the name, rank, position in the list 
of Irrigation Engineers, as well as the length of sen ice and special 
practical knowledge of const nut ion of lug canals, of the Engineer who 
has been placed to carry out tbe projec t ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Its- 11,44, 4& (up to oml of (MoW, Iff”), rxclud- 
ing tbe dredger Itoiuihlshay ills. 40,70.279). 

(h) Mr. (’ Addams-Williams, c.i.e., 'Chief Engineer, Imgation 
Department, Bengal, whose length of sen ice amounts to a little more 
than 2f> \ears. No officer has l»een placed to carry out the project which 
is at present Jield in alx\vanoe. 


Clerks in Forest Department. 

103. Blbu NALINl NATH ROY: Will (lie llon’ble tbe Member 
in charge of tbe Detriment of Revenue (Forests) be pleased to state 
how many clerks of the department (Forest Branch) are matriculates, 
under-gi uduates and graduates, stating the period of their sendees and 
also the pay that is being diawn by them? 
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MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [F0RE8T8| 
(the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burduran): There an* 
53 clerk# in the offices under the Forest Department whose pay ranges 
from Its. 3f> to Its. 3(H). Information as regards the rest of the question 
is not in the |n>sspssioii of Government ami the laUiur involved in obtain- 
ing it would not he commensurate with the results. 


Daulatpur steamer station. 

104. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: U the IWble the Member 

in charge of the Marine Department aware of the inconvenience and 
danger t<> lib* (joc-ed to the steamer pavseugeis of the “ Khultm-Kulia* 
Mugiiu-Narail ” dalv .service of the Hivei*. Steam Navigation Company 
at tin* Duulatpui station where theie is u lailway eotineetion (Eastern 
Bengal Bail wav, Central Section)? 

(If) Is the Double the Member aw ate that theie is no ]ettv or anv 
other suitable anaiigement at (lie steamer 7/0 it and that passengers 
(including ladies and ihildien) are obliged to embark and disembaik 
through a wooden plank, one foot broad and 30 or *10 feel long? 

(i ) Are t he ( iov eminent considering the desirabibtv of drawing 1 the 
attention of the Steamer Companv to this matter ? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. J. Donald): if/), </;) and ic) A refeienee was made to the Hi vers 
Steam Navigation Company w ho state that a jetty was tried at 
Daulut pur ( * hat lmt was not found suitable. Thev sav that the present 
anaiigement under which passengers disembark b\ planks with a 
bamlwH) hand-iail is the usual mot In m1 at small iiverine stations and is 
found quite suitable, and that there is no danger to life involved 


Calcutta Coondaa. 

105. Mr. BI 1 IOYPRO 8 AD 8 INCH ROY: hn Will the Hon’ble the 
Memlwr in charge of the Police Dejmrtnient be pleased to state whether 
there is a list of the notorious goondas, and gangs of goondas in Calcutta? 

1 b) If the answer to (ti) is in <)»e affirmative, will the Hon’ble tire 
Member be pleased to state what is their total iiuiuIhm ? 

(r) Will the lloiCble the Member Ik* pleased to state to what different 
nationalities these goondas belong and their res|**< tive numliers? 

(r/) Are these goondas bom and domiciled in Calcutta and do the 
Government consider them as Bengalis? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Yes; the list is not 
yet complete. 
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(b) Three hundred and forty-six persons have been entered in the 
list up to the 30th October, 1922. 

(el and (‘h Thev are classified as follows: — 

(1) Cp-country Hindus — 133. 

(2) 1’]m ountry Muhammadans -34. 

(.>) IVshwuris and J'unjabi Muhammadans — 20. 

( / ) Bengali Hindus — 51. 

(5) Bengali Muhammadans — 101 . 

( (i ) Bengali ( 'hi ist tan --] . 

Very few of classes (/), (2) and (,'}) are natives of Calcutta or domi- 
ciled there. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Mr. PRE8IDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): The House 
will resume the adjourned discussion on the resolution on the ]>a]H*r 
regarding t.\pi**ts and eopvists oi civil, cnminal and revenue (.nuts 
which stands in the name of Sliah S\ed Kmdadul llaq. 


Typists and oopyists of oivil, criminal and revenue courts. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: There is a Bengali 
proveih to the effect that the hard lot of poor men is pressed down by 

a stone This proverb is literally applicable to the lot of the i*>or 

copyists in this province. In August last this House accepted a reso- 
lution moved b\ mo for improving the lot of this hard-worked class of 
|M»ople Although a year has passed away, nothing lias happened to 
whow an \ leal woik and they have been left when* the\ were before. 
Thin is due to the fact that they do not .belong to the ordinary staff of 
Government but thev work under a quite different system, that is, 
they aie paid by fees which ate iculised by selling folios. The public 
as well as themselves consider that they art* entitled to as much favour 
as the othlu; salaried officers of Government, including the menial staff, 
whose pa\ has been reeentK increase! on t lit*- pretext tliat it was due 

to high cost of tiling. 1 have tried to impress on this Council the fact 

that if the real reason for improving the salaries of officers was the 
high cost of living, then the Government ought to have begun from the 
bottom and not from the top, l>eeause it is only the people who draw 
very small salaries that find difficulties in purchasing the necessaries 
of life in these days, whereas the money expended bv the fat-salaried 
officers forms but a very small fraction of their salaries. So I said if 
the intention was to give relief, the increment ought to have taken place 
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from the bottom. Everything, it seems, has been done for the nrh, 
who drew their increments trorn January, 1922. Hut nothing has Ikmmi 
yet done for the copyists or typists — and 1 put it to the House: is it at 
all humane to refuse to these hard-umked j**ople the crumbs ftom the 
table, when the otticers are regaling themselves with the delicacies of 
the table? 1 think it would be cruel to refuse to give them a small 
allowance in view of the fact that thex me to suffer from jtenurv owing 
to the high cost of living and tliex are the class of people who do not 
know how to make both ends meet. The ordinary plea will jH*rhaj>s be 
brought forwaid that a very considerable sum of money will be required 
if these jreople were brought on the ordinary staff and paid In salaries 
However, this lesolution has been framed with a view to meet tin* con- 
venience of (internment so as to ofter some solution to this pioblem 
pending the official decision of the resolution that has been put In me. 
I think it would not 1 m* out of place to mention here that m increasing 
the salaries of the offieors and the ministerial staff, (io\einno*nt have 
sjrent a large sum from their own rexenue And if the Government 
are at all detei mined to do something for these |MM>r ]M*ople, (hey could 
spend a little out of their rexenue Hut at present the folios aic sold 
at if annas per piece .md these copusts and txpists get 2 annas j>er pie< e, 
while the Goxcrnmeiit get 1 anna. Of i oiirse < iovernment have to main- 
tain a staff oul of the sale proceeds of these folios, su< h as computing 
« lerks and a shci istadar . who has to certifx the copies. and foi that the 
Goxcinmcnt can claim something; but I submit that Ihe Goxcinmcnt 
ha\c mon»*\ enough to pax fat s.ilaiies to munsifs ami sub-judges The 
munsij who was drawing Hs .40(1 one fine morning found himself tit aw- 
ing Hs o(H). whilst the iniDiiii' of these copxixts, whith is onlv Hs iff) 
to Hs 40 a month, is becoming less in these bard times owing In the 
de< reuse m law suits. Whilst the ministerial and menial staff of the 
f iovernment ate getting higbei pax, these jtcople ate timlmg fhtfjr 
income Incoming less even daw Already some district officers are 
thinking their number should be < urtailed and therein an improvement 
max be made in the lot of some of these |M*ople Sir, tins would 1 m* 
a harder thing. In order to no reuse the prosjMM ts of a few \xe are go- 
ing to deprive other copyists of their means of subsistence. Therefore 
I would ask Government t hat where it is not jmssible to surrender a 
portion of the revenue, which is derived from the labours of them* 
people, (hex would lx* pleased to make some concession m order to 
show to the world that in the general distribution of the concessions 
they have got something out of that, though very small. 

With these words I support Shah Syed Erndadul ITaq’s resolution. 

Mtulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: I have great pleasure in support- 
ing the resolution moved bv my friend, Shah Syed Kmdadul Haq. The 
conditions of the poor typists and copyists was described in this Coun- 
cil not long ago when a resolution was* brought before this House by 
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Khan Bahadur Alaulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed with regard to the amelio- 
ration of the condition of the copyist* and the typists. I will describe 
the pitiable condition of these i>oor servants of Government in a few 
words. As government servants they have got to do their work and 
to hear the inconveniences of' Government service, but they are not given 
the ul fondant privileges of Government seivioe. The salaried minis- 
terial officers enjoy holidays for three months in a year and they get 
their full salary. But these persons, while out of work, do not get 
anything. However, when owing to the rise in prices of the daily 
necessaries of life* Government thought it wise to increase the salaries 
of Government officers wholesale, why then should not the ease of the 
poor copyists and typists l>e taken into consideration Y Si., t heir lot 
is poor indeed, and they are {loorer than any Got eminent servant. Sir, 
il may he said that if would cost a heavy sum of money to give them 
any increment, hut tv hen Government thought it right to raise the 
salaries of all officers even though the\ are well paid, at the time of 
financial stringency. I fail to understand win Government umnot spend 
anything foi the relief of these poor ]>eople ht curtailing e\j>enditure 
unrlei some other heads. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed 
lias told us just now that 3 annus are derived from the sale of folios, 
whilst 2 annas onlv are given to the enpvists I would suggest that 
d annas should he given to these people, so that some sort of relief mav 
la* given to them. 

With these few words I emdiallv sup|H>rt the resolution 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : The question regarding the 
remuneralion of tin* ttpists and copyists, who art* employed mostly in 
the courts and also in other Government offices, has two asj>ects. The 
present pi net ice has prevailed for neatly a century, if not more; the 
eopvists are paid for piece work, that is to say, they are paid so much 
nt a particulai rate for a particular quantity of woik turned out hv them. 
This st stem, which has prevailed for a long time, has been investigated 
more than once ht the authorities concerned, including the High Court, 
and the\ came to the conclusion that the system is on tin* whole best, 
having in regard tilt* nature of the work that has to l>e performed. 
Again, we consulted the High Court the other day as to whether it is 
feasible or desirable to change the system and to embody the typists 
and cop\ ists in the ranks of ministerial officers on fixed salaries, and 
definite terms of service and conditions. They were distinctly of 
opinion that it was desirable and on the whole best to keep to the present 
system. At the same time the High Court suggested certain measures 
ht which the position of these men might In* improved, and the Govern- 
ment gladlv agreed to bring into operation these measures as soon as 
their financial position admitted of it. The resolution that has beea 
referred to by the previous sjvakers was |>nssed by this House in August, 
1921. At that time, as every member of the House knows, the financial 
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condition of the province was not anything as unsatisfactory as it is now 
and no one then anticiputed that things would turn out so I null} At 
that time we were all fervently hoping that it might he possible for this 
Government to fret the Menton award modified so that Bengal might 
receive better justice at the hands of the Government id India. Hut , 
Sir, that hope has l>een frustrated Then to get. out of the ditto ult 
financial situation this House agreed to fresh taxation. We all hojied 
that Bengal would he now Hush with money or at least have sufficient 
money to carry on the admmistiation without anxietv. Our expe* ta- 
tions, however, were pitched high; at least our calculations have not 
been fully realized. This ns the sum total of our j*osition, and tin* j»osi- 
tion in fact, is such that we are not at lilierty to give effect to any new 
scheme, and even department of the Go\enmient has agreed not onl\ 
to give 11 j » all new schemes hut also to cuitud its ordinary expendiluie 
to the narrowest limit jwissihle. I have ever\ .sunjvutln witji the t 

of the lesolutioii tliat has lw»en put forward bv tin* Shah Sahib and 
su|^M)rted by Maulvi Shah Ahdur Itaut. Khan Balmdur Maulvi Wasi* 
imiddm Ahmed, and otheis. 1 ha\e much s\m|»ath\ with the copvistx 
and tvpists, hut I must sa\ that at the present moment it is not at aJl 
a piaitirul pio]N»sitioii to gi \ e them immediate relief of any kind. The 
High Couit promises tliat undei the < it ( unistances the best way fot 
meeting tlie situation would U* gradually to curtail the number of 
eopvjsN, which will imptt»\e the piosjH'cts of the remainder In that 
way it is exacted tliat then nominal minimum remuneration, which is 
at piesent IN. .'10 or IN >N, will go up to IN. 40 for the copyists, and 

for the txpists it is tabulated that their minimum remuneration will 

Ik* something 1 1 k«* IN. oU. It nui\ also Ik* that m some districts the 
remuneration mu\ be lusher and the copvistx ma\ got as nun h as 
fN. r»0 as minimum and tvpists »>, much a*. IN Ofi Tin* High Comt 
also pro{ rosed that the Government should contnhute something towaids 
the Provident bund, which it is now o|m*ii t < » the <op\ists to join. Wi* 

are considering that pro|M>sition ami we shall like to give effe< t to it, 

hut unfortunately we find that owing to finamial stringent v it is 
ini|n»ssihle to give effet t to it at present f ]’hat is the | k >n,i t ion . Sn , 
and let it lie understood that there is no want of swnputhv on the pait of 
Government and that we are, in fact. disjKi-ed to ainelioiate the condi- 
tion of these people. I run assure tlie House that the Government 
have not forgotten and ale not likelv to forget tlie iase of these copv- 
ists and typists and that we will lx* prepared, as soon as it is practicable 
and us soon as we have sufficient funds at our disposal, to humiliate a 
prpjier scheme in order to give them relief. 

Under these circumstances I would ask the Shah Sahib m»t to pies*. 
iTis resolution. We shall do what we can to improve tlie jwisition of 
these people, but at present it is not inedible for the Government to say 
that they are in a jrositiou to give them any immediate relief. 
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Shah Sycd Erndadul Huq replied in the vernacular and the motion 
was, hy leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

8tands, enclosures, etc., on the Calcutta Mai dan. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: I move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that they l>e pleased to take necessary steps, as early 
as possible, to sell by pmhlic auction, from time to time, the right to 
erect stands and enclosures round the football grounds on the Calcutta 
Maidun, and to levy a reasonable fee for the right to erect tents and 
structures thereon, and to devote the income derived to charities propor- 
tionately to the numerical strength of the different communities. 

The Calcutta Maidan is a splendid property. It (‘an bo, and is 
l>eing, prut to a variety of uses. It is a place for exhibitions and shows, 
sports and gambling. This property belongs to the Government of 
India. Whether it belongs to the Government of India or any other 
hodv, I do not much care ulrout, because 1 know for a certainty that 
it belongs to the public; for 1 know that the Government of India itself 
is the pro pert \ of the public — the public with a capital P — and not to 
any public Fund ionar v. Had it been the property of nn individual, if 
it is transferred to a moiehunt of Bnrahuzar or Clive Street, bow would 
it gladden his heuvt and at the same time swell his purse! But lieeause 
it is public propreriy, there is no reason why it should not fetch a reason- 
able income to its owner—the public. 

The owner certainly enjovs the right of ownership bv walking and 
driving over it, but any income that can he made out of it goes to the 
pMH'kets of others than the public. Every member of the public has 
every right to enjoy even part of this p»rop>erty without let or hindrance, 
subject only to the like liberty of others. So when a man or a body 
of men oecupn a portion of It for their exclusive benefit, he or they 
should be made to pxiv a reasonable sum of money to its owner (other 
things being equals ; this sum should be t lit* highest sum available for 
the enjoyment of such exclusive Umetit ; or in other words, the right to 
erect stands and enclosures should 1 h* ordinarily disposed of by pmblio 
auction, when such auction will prove more profitable than disposal by 
private trinity This is the principle underlying my resolution. I think 
it will be admitted that this is a fair principle. 

As to the annual letting Value of this piroperty, the acting Chair- 
man said in the course of a meeting of the Calcutta Corporation that 
it can bo made to fetch an income of 10 or 12 lakhs of ruj)oes annually 
by taxing all the propel ties standing on it. # 

Wlmt income is it fetching now, I will show from some replies to 
some questions of mine. 

I put the following question: “ Will the Hon 'bit* the Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pdeased to state how much money 
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has been realised by the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, during the 
last three years by allowing private com panics to erect stands aud other 
temporary structures on the Calcutta Maidan!' 

Ihe answer was: 4 Clubs are charged a small fee for erecting a 
tent. The amount realized during the last three yeais- -1919-20, 
Kh. UOtJ ; 1920-21 , Its. 412; 1921-22, IN. '*(>(•. Koi jH*nmssion to place 
teinpirary stands found ceitain football gioumN during the football 
season a contractor jmys a contribution to the ‘ Toor Ih>\ * of the Com- 
missioner of Police. The amount is IN. 2,00(1 this vear; in previous 
years it was IN. 1,500.” 

Mv second question was; 44 Mill the Ilou'ble the Meiulier in charge 
of the Police Department he pleased U> state whether the Government 
realize any money fiom the Koval Calcutta Turf Cluh and the Golf Club 
for the erection of structuies on the Calcutta Maidan!"” 

The ansuei was; 44 The Poval (aleutta Turf Club pa\s one gold 
moliur a vear umler the teims of its lease. The Koyal ('aleutta Golf 
( lull pu\s IN. 20 a month and the Cadies' (toll Club IN f» a month.” 

When I heard that the Koval (’ah utta Turf Club pav s mie gold mohui. 

1 was tempted t ( » move a ie^«*lution m this Council that the gold moliur 
be annuallv touched and retained I his aflair of gold moitui is vet v 
significant It .shows the "pint in which the Maidan has Imumi dispised 
of in tht‘ pist and recalls ilu* da vs of the Kadshas am) Navvahs In 
those goocj old <lavs a (level man seeming access to these Nawalis would 
tender a na:/ir of a lew gold mohuis w lien tin* great man was m good 
humour and forthwith the huknw would he* made that smh and such 
pirgunas lx* h<*sto\ved cm this man down to his descendants. Those 
h&ppy du\ s have gone out of India and should go out of ihe Maidan 
too. I uo not veid me to sav anv thing against the ( aleutta Turf («lub 
or the* Golf Cluh or sacred interest*, of that soil, hut 1 think 1 can mine 
mv voice against things and objects that have not vet ucquucd sam til 
When the claims of chanty or vested mtciests an* not msuj>ei aide. 1 
projiose that the claim of the ownei of the property to g»*t the inaMinum 
amount of p*euniarv lienefit from it. should prevail, or in short, the 
right to erect stands, etc., should he* disptscd of hv public auction 

The riglit to erect stands for the football < rowel has not vet acquired 
sacred ness for any one. but I hop* and believe it will do so at no distant 
date. I propose that when vested interest has not vet taken root in 
any soil on the Maidan, it should not l>e allowed to do so. That this 
proper! \ has not been used for the benefit of the public puise to an 
extent that is desirable, is peihaps plain to all As custodians of the 
piftilic purse we want to see that it is done now. If the sanction of the 
Government of India is requisite, let it be obtained by all means. The 
rest of my resolution does not call for any comment. 
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Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I have listened with a gtx>d deal 
of sympathy to the projtosals contained in this resolution, and in 
furl have every sympathy with the object of charity. As I have every 
sympathy with anythin# that helps to promote the sports and amuse- 
ments of the people, there is nothin# that gives me greater pleasure 
when motoring round the* city than to see our children’s play-ground, 
fully occupied by the children playing joyfully on the swings, and 
flying round on the giant’s strides. All these exercises helping to 
make muscle and to strengthen the lungs; all making for good health 
and strength, and a healthy body means a healthy mind. Tt also affords 
me great pleasure to see the youth on the football field strenuously 
following that elusive hit of leather— the football — to and fro; the 
pleasant picture of the health-giving game of cricket and the fasci- 
nating game of tennis — all these. Sir, are going to build a new* India; 
all helping to make happier people and a great and contended India. I 
have said this much, Mr. President, to show you that I have no objec- 
tion whatever to any effort to promote the necessary recreation for 
the children and youth. But, Sir, the problem of the health of all 
communities in Calcutta is surelv of the utmost interest and im]>ort- 
nnco. Therefore, I must strongly oppose am thing in the sha]>e of 
const ruction being placed on this great o]>en space, which must be 
pmpeilv guarded from nnv encroachment It is trulv called the 
Lungs of Calcutta," and under no circumstances should anv obstruc- 
tion lie allowed that would inleifere with the free passage to and fro 
of Calcutta citizens. Sir, anv one who lias witnessed an important 
football match in Calcutta must iceognise that the tune has come when 
a space must he allotted or set apart for this popular sjmrt as well as 
other sfxirts, and also have witnessed tlx* congested condition of the 
traffic and the great exertions of the jxdice to trv and keep some sem- 
blance of order under trviyg conditions that do not permit the proper 
handling of a crowd Grounds must lx* secured with entrances and 
exits and const! acted in such a manner that the police can handle 
the ti attic more easilv and prevent tins blocking of the main thorough- 
fare I would ask the memlier who have just moved this resolution 
to devote bis energies to seeming a large open space to l>e used for 
football and other athletic sports Sir, one final word: this Council 
must on n*ll occasions recognise the necessity of the rights of the 
Calcutta citizens si ml thus guard jealously this valuable open space — 
the people's Maidan. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: 1 rise to oppose the resolution, I am 
surprised that the mover, himself a sportsman, wants to introduce a 
svsteni which will be extremely detrimental to the cause of sport in 
Calcutta The disadvantages of the proposed measure are obvious. 

If the right to erect stands and enclosures round the football grounds 
be sold hv public auction, the policy of the individual or the firm who 
will secure the right will be absolutely mercenary, and we cannot 
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exix^ct it to be otherwise m a case of competition. The inevitable 
consequence of such a step will be that the chains of admission will 
be eonstanth laised, to the immense discomfituie (if the sport-loving 
publit' . sureh not a desuable tinner. I lie tiim >ei tiling the light uiulci 
the present system is to pav, I uiulei stand . a decent sum of R> 2, (MM) 
to the Police Commtssionei toi diuiitv put poses and allow the gulleties 
to be used fiee b\ Indian Football Association and the ('abutta Foot- 
ball League ni chaiitv matches, th<* aveiage annual tm nine tiom whuh 
amounts to Rs 2.1.000 to lb MO, 000 All these. I am ali.nd. we will 
1 h* deprived of, w hen these rights an* sold l»\ auction Then 1 would 
have liked th.it tin* question of communities be not introduced in 
sports. ] max itifotm the move! that last vein none than Alt pei <ejit. 
of the income den v ed f i mu < lu tit les was ^i \ en to lo< al I mil an in st it tit ions 
of (lift* cient sells Again, it must not he begotten that the turn n to 
im tir faiilv high (halves tor removal and m tin* high depreciation in 
the matenals foi the gullerv 

I lu* se( oitd pal t of tin* l esnlut ion seems to me to be most unreason- 
able. Fveiv one will admit that a tent ts a ne«essitv m a spoiling 
ground, f * >i shelf ei during lain, r hanging < * f (lollies, leRoshiiient*. 
atul keeping spoiling geut I lie clubs |mm milted t < » elec t tents. do 
not (O' 1 • 1 v it flee The \ ale f i > pa v a luelise fee of Its II pel annum 
for if, thev are to im in cfi.irges fnj improving tlie ground and getting 
(onneitiorts foi u.ite* and bght for it . thev are again. leqtmed b\ law 
to dismantle and je-eiert it annuallv. vvhub means a heavv lecturing 
<haigr on then finances and ( onsiiler abb* hardship on them 

I hope m\ fiieml tlu- move? will consider all these ami not press for 
tin* resolution Throughout the world there is an efl'oif to encourage 
spoils and athletics, to cieate a lun»lt!iii‘i generation 1 he pioblem «»f 
facilitating these is acute in all hie cities ami mole su *n (’abutta 
I'.veiv possibb* help, financial arid otherwise should be lemboed to 
the cause of healtliv sports Tins resolution, if adopted, will be a 
move in t lu* letiogiade dliec tton, and hence I oppose it 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: H eihg a inrifassal luein- 
Iter, I am iri entire s\mpatb\ with n»v friend. Halm Nabm Nath lto\ , 
who has moved this resolution The proposal contained in tins reso- 
lution is. I think, an emmentlv reasonable one I he position of flu* 
Calcutta Maidan, Sir, is a jtcculiar one. It is owm*d bv tin* fiovein- 
ment of India, it is used bv tin* (’abutta people and if is maintained 
at the evjrense of the whob* of Hen^al Iri last March, a demand was 
brought forward for Rs 2.21,000 in jinr»iian< r of a scheme of ahoul 
Rs 7^ laklis foi laving out roads a ml t u mac adamtsing the existing 
roads on the Maidan. At that time I lamed a note of protest, and 
inquired whv the (’aleutta Fnrf»o» at ion could not be asked to confiibute 
this mi in of motif'V , Forthwith ramc the rejdv from the (mvernment 
bench that the Maidan lii*s outside the limits of the ( alcuffa f'onmrn- 
tion. Therefore, the whole of Bengal — and it was ron«*d«red good 
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logic on the, part of the Government — ought to contribute to the cost 
of tarmacadam] sing those roads. That is the position. I think, if 
my friend's resolution is accepted, there is some possibility, if not now, 
at least m future, of the Maidan paying for itself. Moreover, I do 
not see how it can affect the charities as Mr. l)e apprehends, for 
Mr. Hoy expressly says that the whole income deii\ed fiom it will be 
devoted to charities. So I bog to suppoit the resolution which has 
boon so ably moved by my friend, Balm Nalmi Nath Roy. 

Mr. H. A. 8TARK: 1 am sorry I must op]H>se the resolution. I 
consider it objectionable, even if it were jM»silde. 1 think it should 
bo clearly kept in mind that the arrangement proposed in the resolu- 
tion would uitoi fere with the military and jxdice control of the Maidan, 
which, I think, is most ini{w>itant. The purchaser of t lit*- rights will 
le\ y f<*es to rerove! the money ho has paid, and tin* levying of fees will, 
in turn, in\ol\e the h*\ \ ing of the aimiseiueiit tax Now, what will it 
mean Y It will mean that wheieas at the piesent time huge crowds of 
people who cannot afford to pav foi amusements and who are accus- 
tomed to gather on the Maidan to see these games, will bo absolutely 
prevented fiom having these healthy and mmurnt amusement that costs 
nothing, h\ leason of galleries and stands obsf ru< t ing theii \iew 
1 do not think that in the interests of the great crowds that gather 
round the Maidan to witness game, we should allow* an \ body to 
ar<|!iiir the light of erecting galleries and st mds thereon 

In the next plan*, 1 should like to sa\ that then* are a large number 
of schools in the rit\ which ha\e not got their pla\ ing grounds on the 
school premises; their pla\mg grounds, which are a< commodatnl on 
the Maidan. would then lx* taken away, or tlirv would have to pav 
larger fees, if this trsnlution is rallied There ate at least two chari- 
talde schools, of which, I know, whhh ha\e then placing giounds on 
tin* Maidan; and these are*1ikel\ to be taken awav from them because 
seme one is gouty to make monc\ out of it There is no other giound 
wlmh i an lx* gi\rn them free, excepting t he. site wlinh Hiast been 
aitcadx allotted to th(*m 

As regards the distribution to ehaiitv. I find tlie projxisal is that 
die income should he distnhuted to <harit\ projxut iotiatel v to the 
.liimei iral n*ngt li of difTeient communities That seems to Ik* a very 
false basis for distribution. "W e should try to disroxer as to wliieb 
community participates in the games most of all and adjust the dis- 
tribution accordingly. I think it is onl\ fair and right that that com- 
munity should get the largest share, and not that which lias a numerical 
superiority All that T can sav is that T fear that this resolution is 
going to raise a great deal of trouble both to the authorities and the 
public, and I very strongly oppose it. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: T fag to support 
this resolution. The resolution speaks for itself. It asks the Council 
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to consider whether a reasonable amount can Ik* recovered on account 
of the structures that stand on the Maidan. It jjoes further and says 
that the income derived should Ik* spent on chanties- chanties not con- 
fined to one community but to l>e distributed to all the eommunities. 
What jiossible objection can there be if by un\ process the lands ran lx* 
made to fetch some income, T fail to understand. It will not affect any- 
body. Mr. Stark lias submitted to the Coumil that it will create some 
tiouble, but I do not appieheml an\ trouble at all; Ivecause we know the 
object is verv pxxl. And the question is a *1 tuple one Therefore, m\ 
humble view is that theie should not be any ohputiou to the proposal. 

Rai JOOENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I be* t«> support 
the resolution. I lould not at fi i ^ t quite undeistand what was tin* sco|x* 
of it and what weie the objeetious upm-t it, but now that l see it 
very close] v I think it should be supjxirlcd Mans iirehount issues 
have been raised The firrst urele\ant issue was that of Mi ' Eon ester. 
He said that he was opposed to it, ho<ause it would ( los»» the Maidan 
to the public As tlie resolution stands, theie is no such intention. It 
onl\ wants 1 li a t stands and em losuies should be let out h\ ( to\ eminent 
It is not intended that ati\ fuitber extension should In* made That 
betrif* so, Mr. Eoiiestor can ha\e no oh|e< turn whatsnver. I he onlv 
question is whether it should he lrt b\ ( be ei nim*nt or b\ another 
person 

Then, atfain, Mr Stalk has raised another veiw < ontentious objection 
about tile d 1 llr> cut i niniiniiiilirs 1 fall to undeistand wh\ this (|Ues- 
tion .should at!s<> at all The question before the House m that these 
eielosiiies should be let out h\ (!< \einmeit arid the pioeeeds distribute<| 
bv them in an impartial mant el At present. the jhih eeds are 
unfaiih and paitialK distributed Therefore. | mi sfion^K support 
the lesolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON ! I he mm er ' s **pce< h 

shows, ] think, how \er\ deeph the iron of financial riiiluii.cMiieiif has 
eaten into our soul I ne\er cxjhm ted that a member of thi* t'ouneil 
would o’et up and promise that (»o\ernment should exploit the Maidau 
for the benefit of th«‘ public purse The Maidan is mainK for the 
benefit of tin* public lun^ r s. Tlie origin of tin* Maidan is doubtless 
known to the members of the Council It is tin* glacis of the fort, 
and for this reason the Militarv Department still have certain Titfbta 
over it. and our control over it is. to a certain extent, restmted Sub- 
ject to that, the Government of Renjral is the guardian of the 
Maidan on behalf of the publie T think the whole House will njfree, 
if # they consider the matter rareful!'\ that if would lw* a breach of that 
trusteeship to turn that mafrnificienf space into a means of mnkintf 
money. The resolution, if pushed to its logical conclusion, would, an 
Mr. Campbell Forrester ban pointed out. comped Government to lease 

18 a 
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out or Hell the Maiduu, because in his speech the mover has said defini- 
tely that it is the duty of Government to make all they can out of it. 
To my mind, the niovei has depiived himself even of the 
sympathy which he might otheivvise have obtained from one portion 
of the < »o\;ci niueiit, namely, the Finance Dejiaitment. when he piuposes 
to hand o\ei the pioeeeds not to a depleted exchequer, but to charity. 

Government is in a somewhat peculiai position with regard to the 
Maiduu; m the first place we aie the tiuMees of the public in relation 
to the Maidan. At the same time, the Muidan is the one open space 
for Cuhulta. It is the only place wheie tin* schools of Calcutta, the 
sporting clubs, etc , can carrv on theii games, and I may, in onsw’er 
to Kai Ifaiemlra hath ('lmudhui i, point out that a veiy laigc number 
of the youths who may lx* seen pla\iug on the Maidan come from the 
niufas.sul. Goveinmeiit tlieiefore aie bound, m the inteiests of public 
health and the public convenience geneiallv, to allow games to be 
placed on the Maulan within < to tain limits so ^ not unduly to inter* 
foie with tin* lights of the public on the Maidan. Foi that puipose 
the Commissioner of Police allots grounds to a veiv laige number of 
clubs Then* are not sufficient giounds to go murid among the clubs; 
and inaiiv i lubs ha\(* to -dime* one ground, but so far as possible an 
endeavour is made to pro\ ide opportunities for schools and colleges for 
healthy exerc ise on some days of the week HecentU, there appeared 
i i* a daily paper a statement that an exhibition was going to be held 
on a certain portion of the Maidan; that statement was entirely 
unauthorised, but within two dnvs 1 was inundated with letters from 
Secretaries of football and other clubs ioc|uesting me not to part with 
the rights of the public in this way. 

The resolution does not state* clearly that it is proposed to let out 
these grounds to the* highest bidder, and when dealing with the resolu- 
tion in my files it ne>er entered mv head that such a proposal would l>e 
made*, but apparent 1\ that is what the* member means. That, I think, 
would be absolutely impossible. For one thing, it would place a pre- 
mium on s|Mirt and would gi\e an unfair* advantage* to the* lich over 
the ]H»or. It is the* schools chiefly for which Government want to 
provide* recreation giounds and also exercise for men employed all day 
in offices and otl.e*r plae*es. We cannot expect fbnm m nav la»ge sums 
of money. These who can pnv large sums are primA facie able to pro- 
vide grounds for theunselvos elsewhere. Secondly, it is n cress ary, in 
tinier to make the* Maidan a suitable ground to play nickel or other 
games on, to spend some amount of energy, money, and time. It is most 
unfair to ask a club to lav out money and energy in preparing a ground 
for itself and then hand over that ground to some one else who pars 
a few rupees more in the following year. As has been pointed outfit 
will practically mean that the Maidan instead of providing a number 
of very good grounds would remain a rough and verv indifferent play- 
ground on which few clubs would take any pride- in playing. I trust, 
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therefore, that the idea of leaning out to the highest bidder and making 
money from the one open sjwee in Calcutta and making that money at the 
expense of the health of the school boys, the students, and the working 
men of Calcutta will not commend itself to the Council. 

As regards the other point, namely, the letting out of stands, us 
has already been explained, the grounds are let out at a purely nominal 
rate, and applications to erect a tent or a teinjnuary hut are very care- 
fully scrutinised by the Commissioner of Police; every hut erected on 
the Mnidan has to be removed once a year in order to prevent the esta- 
blishment of any right. 

Of late the popularity of football has grown to such an extent 

that a big football match in Calcutta attracts an enormous crowd. 
These crowds are very difficult to deal with from the police j*>int of 
view. In the ordinary way, for instance, in England if the police were 
unable to deal with a c rowd round a football ground, they would pro- 
hibit plav there and direct that the match he played at a place where 
proper jrolice arrangements could Ik* made. That cannot he done in 
Calcutta because there are no other grounds. The jcossibilitv has l>ceii 
foreshadowed hv Mr. Campbell Fon ester of electing something ot Ihe 
nature of a stadium where all these big matches could be pluved. lhat 
is a big question which, I have no doubt, will come forward for public 
discussion in the near future. But niv point is that owing to these 
crowds the indue have to devise some means of controlling them, and 
the only way of controlling a big crowd is he having proixulv barri- 
caded stands. I haxe no doubt that manv will rcmcmlwr that in the 
old davs on every Saturday morning stream* ot small boys used to 
carry packing cases across tin* Maidan That was the begmu'ng. 
Now’ the jwlice insist on a certain number of these giouuds where the 
bigger matches arc* pla\cd being presided with proper Iv built stands. 
Last vear the police went a step furtlier. Hitherto thev allowed stands 
on both sides of the grounds; last vear the ends weie also lmriicudcd, 
and the Commissioner of Police has warned the (tovemment that if *he 
crowds go on increasing, he will not be abb* to take the responsibility 
of maintaining order at a really big football match in Calcutta unless 
there is something of the nature of a stadium. I hat doe* not affect the 
present resolution. As these* stands arc* necessary, the ( ommissioner 
of Police authorised their lieing erected. They are erected according 
to his specification and under bis direction and inspection. That is 
absolutely necessary to prevent accidents. As has lw*en mentioned, the 
contractors who put up these* stands are allowed to charge a fee for 
admission, and these charges are fixed by the Commissioner of Police 
at 8 annas and 4 annas. The Commissioner of Police realises a con- 
tribution for the right of erec ting these stands, and the money thus 
collected is given to the Poor Box. As the House is aware, the Poor 
Box is not a denominational charity. Therefore to that extent if carries 
out the wishes of the mover. Ust year* the gift to the Poor Box was 
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raised to Its. 2,000. There is no objection whatever on the part of 
Government to the right of putting up these stands under these cir- 
cumstances leing put up to auction, but Government cannot agree to 
its being put up to auction in the ordinary wav. We cannot have 
speculator;* coming in and putting up shoddy stands in order to make 
money. 1 am informed that there are only two contractors who have 
ever expressed a wish to erect these stands, but if there are more men 
willing to put up stands on these conditions, certainly I will instruct 
the Commissioner of Police to consider their claims. I would make it 
quite clear again that we cannot agree to put up a free auction of the 
right generally to put up stands because that would not be carrying 
out what is the main object of these stands in their origin, namely, 
giving facility to the j>oHco in the handling of crowds. 

So far as charity is concerned, as 1 have said, the Poor Box benefits 
very largely. There are six charity matches in the course of the year, 
and in those charity matches the contractor lias no rights. He has to 
hand over his stands to the management, who receive the whole of the 
takings for the purpose of charity. I have here a list of the charities 
to which last year money was devoted. It includes different communi- 
ties and different forms of charity. * In this connection I demur to the 
principle laid down by the mover that charity should be given in pro- 
jx>rtion to the numl>ers of the community. Charity should, I think, be 
given in projx>rtion to the needs of the different communities, and I 
agree w it h Balm Fnnindralal He that there is no place for communalism 
in charity. 

T trust, therefore, that I have explained the origin of these stands 
to the House and I have convinced them that it will not be right fer 
Government to try and make money out of the Maidan, that it would 
not lie safe for Government to put up these stands to unci ion Tf there 
is any way by which the Commissioner of Police can screw’ for the Poor 
Box more money from other contractors w T h<> wish to put up these 
stuTids on similar conditions, I am jiorfectly willing to instruct the Com- 
missioner of Police to get as much as can, and l trust that the 
mover will s<*e bis way to withdraw his resolution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May T ask a question? How 
much does the Military l)e|mrtinent pay for the upkeep of the Maidan? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON : Nothing 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: I am not very much convinced by the 
argument put forward bv the Hon'ble the Member in charge, because 
he argued it more for the l>enefit of a certain class than for general. As 
for Mr. Fanindralal IV, he has rightly observed that I am a sjK>rtsmaji, 
and I used the ground only on last Saturday, but that is no reason that 
I should lay claim for my personal comforts in the Council Chamber. 
Many supporters of my resolution have already explained the objection 
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raised by some of the gentlemen. As regurtls the complaint that the 
cause of charity will suffer, 1 want to explain to the Council something. 
This objection is not at all reasonable. I think it has been raised 
merely for the purjjose of shelving the matter. My resolution is 
wide enough — it says and to levy a reasonable fee.” The 
fees are already paid by the clubs and other men who are enjoy- 
ing the Maidan for sj>orts, and I ,ne\w mentioned that those 
af© unreasonable. These fees are quite reasonable, and if the Council 
so decide, they may lie omitted altogether, at the discretion of the officer 
who is in charge now. The object of my resolution, as will be seen 
from the reading, is to advance the cause of charity ami not to stifle it, 
but what I ‘want to stop is favouritism — taking away by private parties 
the money that should go towards public charity. If the recommenda- 
tion is reasonable, let it l>e pressed by all of us. If no other good comes 
out of it, we shall at least be doing our duty by pointing out the source 
of income of the public which lies at our door. 

As regards the other things pointed out by the Ilon’ble the Member, 
namely, that there will he inconvenience to the military and other people, 
if we lease nut to some other bodies, I l>eg to submit that rules can he 
framed to protect these things and the highest bidder at the auc- 
tion shall have to abide by these rules, so that there will lx* protection; 
the highest bidder — the man who will take the least* — may not do what- 
ever he likes. With these words I cannot see my way to withdraw the 
resolution and I want to press it. 

The question was then put and a division taken, with the following 
result : — 

AYLS. 

Janah, Babu larat Chandra. 

| Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud-dln. 
j Makramatl, Munshl. 

| Ultra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 

! Mukhopadhaya, Babu farat Chandra, 
j Naakrr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

( Ralkat, Mr. Frasanna Dab. 

Ray, Kumar fthlb Bhakharatarar. 

Roy, Babu Jeftndra Krishna. 

Hey, Babu Jofvndra Nath 
Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlthlndra Nath. 


N0C8. 

Altai, Naarabiada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emadoddln. 

AM, Mtmehl A yob. 

Aram, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mahamad. 

Baaarjaa, Urn Hoe'bte Blr Surandra Nath, 
tartan, Mr. H. 

Chaudhurl, Mautvt Bfcah Muhammad. 

Ohaudhury. Maulvl Final Karim. 

Oaten, Mr. D. J. 

Pa, Babu Fantndrataf 
Daara, MaJarPanaral B. H. 


0®y, Mr. 0. a 
Donald, the Heub* Mr. d. 

Done van, Mr. J. T. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Hartdhan. 
Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 
Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faraqui, Mr. K. C. M. 

Farrastar, Mr. d. Ca mp bell 
Fr ench , Mr. F. C. 

Ob a ss , Mr. 0. C. 

Qaeda, Mr. S. W. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Waslmuddln. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Rah Uddln. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Base, Mr. B. M. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Klshorl Mahan. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Mautvt Hafttar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Bhaudhury, Maulvl Rahmatjan. 

Oat, Babu Bhismadev. 

Dutta, Babu Intfu Bhuthan. 

Chasa, Rat Bahadur degendra Chundar. 
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H*rnfll, Mr. W. W. 

Hunllniftrd, Mr. 0. T. 

Huitaln, Maulvl Mahammad Madaiiur. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftqut Uddln. 

Lane, Mr. 4. 

Maharajadltlraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 

tho Hcn'bi* tha. 

Mart, Mr. A. • 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Miner, tha Hon'ble Mr. F. C. 

Maltra, Or. Jatlndra Nath. 

Mukhtrjec, Babu Nltya Ohon. 

Mullloh, Babu Nlroda Behary. 

Farrott, Mr. F. 

Tho Ayes being !24 and the Noes 


Frantloa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

1 Rahim, tha Han'bla Sir Abtf-ur*. 
i Rauf, Maulvl Huh Abdur. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray, Mr. Bljoypraaad Blnsh. 

Roy, Mr. C. N. 

Ray, Mr. 4. N. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Ullt Mahan Singh. 
Skinner, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 
Suhrawardy, Or. Hataan. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

49, the motion was lost. 


Amendment of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, 1885, 
and the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 

Babu BHISHMADEV DA8: I move that, this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a committee consisting of some non- 
official members of this Council and some officials be appointed to consider 
and rejKirt what amendments are necessary in the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act of 1886, and the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919. 

Perhaps it will not be seriously disputed that both these Acts require 
revision. In the last July session Shah Sved Kmdadul Haq moved for 
/cave to introduce a Bill to amend the Village Self-Government Act. 
That motion was withdrawn on the ground that it was proposed to 
appoint a committee to consider the amendment of the Act. In this 
session also there are other resolutions for appointment of committees 
for amendment of the Village Self-Government Act and the Local 
Self-Government Act. 

Though it is about half a century since the introduction of district 
and local boards and though reports of their working are examined by 
Government periodically, a comprehensive public inquiry’ has never been 
held. Much experience has lieen gained by the public and the boards 
themselves as to the defects and weaknesses of the present system and 
it is time that these should be examined. The recent rule that non-offi- 
cials should l>e elected ns Chairmen of district ami local boards has given 
rise to some anomalies, which should be removed. Though the Sub- 
divisional OffiVars are not members of local hoards, still they are nomin- 
ated as members of district boards. They serve no useful purpose. 
Being unconnected with the local lioards, they cannot press their 
claims or inconveniences. The high cost which the Government have 
to incur for their travelling ex pen Res, and their absence from their legi- 
timate duties for some days in every month, are both a loss to the State. 
Moreover, it is incongruous that after giving almost full independence 
to the district boards, the system of nomination of a large number of 
officials should continue. Nomination should be resorted to procure 
proper representation of different communities.. The Subdivisions) 
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Magistrates can send their reports or suggestions to the boards through 
the District Magistrates, and such a system would be more economical 
and better suited to the poigress of self-governing institutions. The 
system of indirect election for district boards gives rise to objectionable 
cliques among members of the local boards shortly before the elections. 
Moreover, when indirect election has been found unsuitable for the 
Legislative Councils, the Legislative Assembly, and the Council of State 
it should not continue in the district boards, where the process of direct 
election would be much easier. It is projier to consider whether com- 
munal representation is preferable to the present system, which give* 
rise to communal groupings in t ho boards. It is very frequent that 
members of local boards combine in all matters only on the basis of com- 
munal feelings. Nothing can 1 m» more inimical to the growth of the 
spirit of citizenship than this communal feeling in the every-day walks 
of life. The Minister in charge has devoted a glorious lite in attempting 
to inculcate proper ideas of citizenship among his countrymen, and we 
look up to him to remove the canker that is eating into it. 

The local hoards and union committees do not offer much scope for 
res|>onsible work to the members. The system of carrying on the 
administration with the help of jienndicnl doles from the district boards, 
is not likely to infuse much zeal m the workers. It is proper to examine 
whether they should he given higher powers, or should lie abolished 
altogether, now that the union hoards have been established 

The establishment of union hoards, union courts, and benches has 
given rise to much alaim among the villagers. It cannot be doubted that 
the ideas of civic duty find their lowest manifestation in this country 
among village people. Thev can understand questions relating to caste, 
religion, and individual trades, but thc\ have very little idea about civil 
duties. Whatever ideas Indians had on these matters Indore British rule 
have been lost through disuse, and the ideas an* Ikm ng realised to a 
limited degree only recently, and then only by those who form the cream 
of society. The time seems to be far off when those ideas will filter down 
to the villagers. At present, party factions rule supreme in villages, 
and a man will find it very difficult to live in a village without joining 
one of the factions or creating a fat tinn under his own leadership. Thus 
we find retired Deputy Magistrates, Professors and Subordinate Judge* 
demoralised considernhh after thev have lived in villages for some time. 
Tho*e that are alive to their position find it necessary to create a faction 
of their own. Among the villagers an intelligent tout is likelv to com- 
mand more influence than an honest, capable man. Among the union 
boards created from such materials, everything will be subordinated to 
considerations of party factions. Power to impose taxes will mean to 
pynisb men of the opposite faction. Power to enforce sanitary measures 
will mean power to cut down trees of people of the rival faction. No 
doubt the village formed the unit of government at a time when the cen- 
tral fc administration wa* unstable or when anarchy followed the death 
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of a Kin# or an Emperor. But then the unit was the village and not 
a group of villages. People did not feel -then that all men are equal 
and each was satisfied with his own status in life, and the ideas of duty 
and religion were mom effective checks upon oppression than they are 
now. It is useless to support village self-government on the basis of 
the history of mediteval ages. When systems of administration are weak 
and corrupt and when they are liable to occasional collapse, people 
feel bound to organise themselves for protection against robbers, thieves, 
and thugs. But if such organisations are formed again, they would b© 
incompatible with the growth of ideas of individual liberty and equality. 
The depressed classes will never Ik? able to gain the full benefit of British 
rule if they are surrendered to the mercy of the influential men of the 
villages. It is really strange that union courts and benches have been 
given more final authority than the District Magistrates and Distih t 
Judges, as no apical lies from their decisions. It is desirable that if 
these tribunals are to have such wide ]>owers, the trial should in every 
case, civil or criminal, Is? by a jury. It is the time to examine how 
representative institutions may be develoj>ed without in any way interfere 
ing with the growth of liberty and indejHMidenee among the j>eople. 
It is therefore necessary and convenient that all these and similar ques- 
tions should Ik? considered by one committee, and the task tafore it will 
lie an important one. 

With these few words I place my resolution before the Council. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved, w r ith the permission of the 
Hon’ble the President, the second portion of the resolution which stood 
in his name, namely : — 

4< TIli8 Council recommends to the Government that a committee, 
consisting of one-third official ai^jl two-third non-official members, includ- 
ing one or more presidents of union boards among them, be constituted 
to consider what amendments to the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act, 19P), are necessary, with special reference to the amending Bill of 
1922 proposed and withdrawn by Shah Syed Emdadul Ilaq.” 

The first ]H>rtioti which sLhkI as follows, was, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn 

44 Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of nine members, official and non-official, bo appointed to 
consider wlmt amendments are necessary in the Bengal Local Self-Gov- 
ernment Act of 1885 and to submit a report.” 

Shah Ryed Emdadul Hnq delivered his speech in Bengali, the transla- . 
tion of which is as follows: — » 

I am confining my observation* in regard to the second portion of 
my resolution, as there are a number of speakers on my first portion. 
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In this connection I may say that the Hon’ble the President 1 ® order 
came upon me suddenly when I was moving the Village Local Self-Gov- 
ernment Bill. It was hakimkt hukurn — the order of the oourt, and 1 
was forced to sit down. I was, therefore, under the painful necessity 
of withdrawing the motion. Had 1 Wen given a warning Wforo, 1 
would have certainly finished my speech us briefly as possible. 1 hope, 
Sir, I will get half an hour’s time to-day. But if it is the desire of the 
Hon’ble the President that I should he brief, I may bo informed of it in 
the first instance. 

Although the \illago Local Self-Government Act was passed some 
years ago, the need for the formation of a committee to discuss the 
various amendments proposed has become essential now. I am a Presi- 
dent Panchaynt, and as such 1 have gained a certain amount of exjier- 
ience in matters like these. Hence I have put in notices of resolutions 
and the motions to amend the Bill. When the feeling of self-govern- 
ment runs rampant in the country, when the Chairmen of district and 
local boards are invariably non-officials, when every facilities are afforded 
by the Government to enable us to march onward in the path of self- 
government, it is mostly undesirable that for a democratic, bread we 
should be given only u stone. 

The Village Self-Government Act is based in the main on the system 
which obtained during Hindu rule. Village associations were formed 
then. Although that system is no more in vogue here, it obtains in 
Bombay, Madras, and the Punjab. During the Muhammadan reign, 
a large measure of success was due to the village panehavuti system, 
though the Hindu system of village associations was abolished. The 
powers for the realization of rents were never delegated to these panch- 
ayats during the Hindu or the Muhammadan reign unless and until the 
villager* fell into arrears. Who can deny (hat (his Village Self-Gov- 
ernment Act is Tim un improvement on the old Cltnukidnri Act, but when 
the old Chuuk idari Act ha^ lately been amended bv giving more powers 
♦o the people, is there any leason why sections 20 and 21 of the Village 
Self-Government Act should also not la* amended accordingly? Should 
the Government consider the villagers unfit for the exercise of fm flier 
powers, then 1 think the people should W controlled by the Chnukidan 
Act alone, and the existence of the Village Self-Government Act on 
our Statute Book is quite unnecessary. If, on the other hand, it is the 
intention of Government to endow us with ample jxvwers for the purjHwo 
of local self-government in this country, that should be done thoroughly 
and without any let or hindrance. The dual control now exercised over 
the chaukidars by the District Magistrate and the Police should forthwith 
be done away with. 

While the Shah Sahib was recapitulating the provisions of his previous 
tillage Self-Government Bill, Mr. Goode rose to a point of order. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goode): May I ask, Sir, if the mover 
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in in enter in recapitulating the provision# of his previous Bill? He is 
discussing those provisions and is presumably urging them as a reason 
for the appointment of a committee, but I submit for your orders whether 
it is necessary to go into those points in so much detail? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very much obliged to Mr. Goode for drawing 
my attention to the matter. The Shah Sahib should not have referred 
to the previous Bill ut all. Further, as the Shah Sahib has exceeded the 
time allowed to him, I must ask him t-o resume his seat. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: With vour permis- 
sion, Sir, I beg to move the following resolution which stands in the name 
of Rai Ahinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be 
taken to jmss a short Act amending the Loral Self-Government Act in 
re#j>ect of those of its provisions, the amendments of which exjierienee 
has shown to the Government to he urgent and necessary.” 

The Local Self-Government Act was passed in the year 1885, i.c., a 
long time ago; exjH»rience has shown, and I think everybody — or at any 
into those who are acquainted with the provisions of this Act will admit 
that some changes in it are necessary. 1 know it for certain that our 
Jfon’hle the Minister is also sympathetic in this respect and he has often 
given us an assurance that he would take the Act into consideration 
very soon. What this resolution aims at is this: the funds of the dis- 
trict boards are not elastic enough to take up large measures of improve- 
ment; Government also feels financial embarrassment; but at flu same 
time the demands of the people have been coming in with urgency and 
the boards have found it verv difficult indeed to meet these demands, 
unless some sort of assistance is given by Government. We do not wish 
that the whole Act should he taken into consideration, section by section, 
and that an elaborate discussion should take place, but we have found, 
from exj>erience — and I know it for certain also that the Hon ’hie the 
Minister has found it — that some modifications arc urgently necessary and 
we ho|K* that a short Bill will !>e brought into this Council, in order that 
“something may be done in this direction. I may he permitted to cite a 
concrete illustration of what I mean. The question of water-supply in 
rural areas is a most urgent and vital one, but the funds at the disposal 
of the district hoards are not sufficient to meet the demand for water 
supply. On a previous occasion, T had to say that if only the Rajshnhi 
district hoard wanted to remove the grievance of water-supply only in 
such places where it was reported to lw» very had, it would require at 
least Rs. 15,00,000. Tt was neither possible for Government nor for tly* 
district hoards to spend this amount. At the same time, we feel that the 
matter is a very important one and we cannot sit idle and do nothing 
white our people are dying by hundreds and thousands — the death-rate 
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is much greater than the birth-rate. We ought, therefore, to devise means 
in order to see how we can meet this demand. Some of us have suggested 
a short Act, enabling the district boards — of course it will not be 
incumbent on every board to do this — to take up this matter, to realise 
a certain amount of fees from the |)ei"ons who use the tanks and wells. 
I may be more precise alioiit this. Supposing we find it difficult to 
sink a hundred or two hundred wells, what we mean to do is to sink 
a well at the cost of the district hoard, hut there is no provision in the 
present Local Self-Government Act to enable us to realise the cost from 
the jieople. Therefore, I say that if there is a section to that effect, 
it will relieve the situation and meet the demand. An ordinary masonry 
well costs about Its. 1,000; dividing this sum by 10, we shall be able 
to realize Its. 100 in each year and m 10 Nears we shall lie able to lenlizc 
the whole cost, while the jieuple will have to pu\ probably not more 
than Its 2 jkm* head per annum. In this way, 1 think we shall be able 
to go ahead. 

We find that there are some provisions m the Municipal Act which 
might veiv well be introduced into the Local Self-Government Act. 
In the case of insanitary ditches or tanks, the district board is jaiwer- 
less to do anything whatsoever, as it can only mpiest the owner of 
the tank oi ditch, which is m an insanitary condition, to improve it. 
But in the Municipal Act there is a provision undct which the owner 
can be eomjielled to lemove the insanitary condition of the tank or 
ditch, failing which tin* iniinu ipalit \ itself can take over possession 
of the tank and retain it until the costs arc realized. I submit that n 
similar provision should la* inserted in the Local Self-Government 
Act. 

With regard to jungle clearing, there is no provision in the Locul 
Self-Government Act. We have found from exja*nence that jungle 
cutting is an important matter which we are at a loss to deal with. 
Sometimes we make some provision say Ks. 100 or Hs 200 — and ask 
a villager to cut the jungle, but the next duv we find that the jungle 
has grown again with redoubled vigour. All that we need is a pro- 
vision which will compel the people to Iy*ep it clear. He will once 
get the funds from the district board, but he will have to see that the 
Lmd does not relapse into a jungle. There is no doubt that a small 
provision like this will meet the situation. 

The next matter is the question of the veterinary aid. It has been 
the policy of Government that there should be a veterinary assistant in 
each subdivision; and some of the district boards have apjHunted veteri- 
nary assistants. In the Rajshahi district board, when diseases broke 
out among the cattle after the flood, at least a dozen assistants were 
Acquired, but it is difficult to meet the cost of the medicine; but if you 
want to employ these veterinary assistants, some means ought to be 
devised in order to get the price of medicine from the people. Other- 
wise for lack of funds neither the Government nor the district boards 
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will be able to do much in this direction. Some provision ought to be 
made enabling those district boards — this will be an enabling provision 
— who wish to supply medicine for the cattle, to spend a larger amount 
than they are able to do at present by realizing fees from the people. 

Next comes the question of the metalling of roads. With the advance 
of civilization the pressing need of the metalling of roads is also being 
urged upon the district boards and they find it very difficult to resist 
this pressing claim. Of course the people sometimes come forward and 
say “ we are willing to pay if you give us good roads.” It is, however, 
my personal view — 1 do not know whether the Hon’ble the Minister will 
agree with me — that it will be much better to insert an enabling clause, 
so that district hoards can realize a certain amount of taxation from the 
users of llie road; of course this will be an enabling cause and not a 
compulsory provision . 

With regard to the question of water-supply, I may mention that 
sometimes jiersons come to district boards and ask for loans in order to 
clear tanks or excavate them, on condition that if a sum of Tts. 1,000 
or Its. 2,000 be advanced to them, they would pay it back in the course 
of 6 or 10 years. Under the present provisions, district boards cannot 
advance any loans to anybody; but if such a provision is made it will 
indeed l»e a very salutary one for meeting the question of water-supply. 
We can advance the money on good security and can realize it in the 
course of 5 or 10 years and at the same time improve the condition of 
the water-supply. 

There are other points but I do not wish to dilate ujion them further. 
I submit that exjierieiice has shown that a short Act dealing with the 
questions I have mentioned might he brought before the Council for the 
purjmse of eliciting tire views of those eminent men who are acquainted 
with the laws and who have been working these tilings. It will enable 
us to move forward and not sitadle. With these few words, I commend 
this resolution to the acceptance of the Council. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : 1 consider myself 
fortunate that after waiting for nearly a year I have got at last an 
opportunity to move this resolution. I gave notice of this resolution 
so early us in last February, and since then it was tabled for discussion 
at every meeting but for want of time it was never reached. Such 
deferred hopes probably explain the anxiety of my friends, the Shah 
Sahib and others, to attempt to introduce an amending Bill. Now 
that the attempt has been twice defeated, I think there is added justifica- 
tion for moving mv resolution which runs as follows: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a committee, 
consisting of one-third official and two-thirds non-official members, be 
constituted to suggest what amendments to the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919, are necessary.” 
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It cannot be said that the Bengal Village Self-Government Act has 
been a very popular measure and has met with wide approbation. On 
the contrary, the slow rate of its progress, the determined opposition 
that its extension has met with in certain quarters, the debate thut 
took place last year at about this time in this very House, to withdraw 
its application from certain areas, all tend to show that it has not 
been able to enlist popular sympathy and commend itself to the acceptance 
of the people. And what does unpopularity of such a measure mean? 
It means practically its death sentence. For a measure' which is 
designed primarily for the people and their development, which is 
devised to utilize the common sense, the capieity, and local patriotism 
of the masses, and which must depend for its success upon the enthusi- 
astic co-operation of the rank and file of the nation is nothing if unpopu- 
lar, and loses all its value and significance if the people do not take 
to it kindly. Unpopularity of such a measure must frustrate all its 
beneficent designs, and must make the beginnings of self-government 
in villages uncertain and the foundations shaky. 

But the Village Self-Government Act has not been an unpopular 
measure only. In attempting to truce the causes of its unpopularity, 
at the outset we come upon the fact that so far us self-government is 
concerned, it has been a retrograde measure altogether. Take, for 
instance, the question of village watch in connection with that of 
Village Self-Government. The set-back that it icceived by Act 1 of 
1 892 has not 1k*cii removed and the Act of 1 5Hfl only proceeds on the 
basis of the amended Act of IN! and does not even projiose to return 
to the lines of Act VI of 1S70. I have got simply to quote the respec- 
ti\e sections of the three Acts to illustrate my paint. 

About the question of the determination of the numlicr and piy of 
chaukidars, section 11 of Act VI of 1870, says — 

The Pantluyat shall determine the nutnher of rhaukidnr* to I>e employed in a 
village. 

Section 12 of the same Act says — 

The Pnnchnyat shall from time to time determine the monthly Kalarien of the 
chaukdiar* to be appointed. 

Act I of 1892 curtailed all these piwcrs of the Panchuyut, Section 7 
of Act I of 1892, says — 

The District Magistrate *hall determine the number of chaukidars to bo employed 
in a village. - 

Section 8 of the same Act says — 

The salaries of chaukidars appointed shall bo determined by the District Magfa* 
trate. 

And Act V of 1919 proceeds on that basis. Station 21 of the Act 

says — 

Hie number of chaukidars to be employed in a union, the salary to be paid to 
them, and the coat of their equipment, shall be determined from time to time by 
the District Magistrate. 
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Then, again, take the question of the appointment and dismissal of 
chaukidurs. Section 35 of the Act of 1870 says — 

The Pancbayat shall appoint the persons to be chaukidnrs under this Act, and 
may from time to time, with the sanction of the Magistrate, dismiss any such 
chaukidar*. 

Section 11 of the Act of 1892 says — 

The Panchayat shall, when a vacancy exists, nominate a person io he a chnukidar 
under this Ad ami the District Magistrate shall, if satisfied with such nomina- 
tion, appoint such nominee to be chaukidar. 

Section 20, sub-section (/) of the present Act accepting this modifier 
tion Huys — 

The union board shall, when a vacancy exists, nominate a person to be a 
dnfadar or a chnukidar under this A<t, the District Magistrate shall, if satisfied 
with such nomination, upfxunt such nominee, or if the District Magistrate is not 
satisfied with such nomination, the District Magistrate shall appoint any person 
whom he thinks fit, to he u dnfadar o» a chaukid. i. 

All powcis of apjHmitmont and dismissal have thus been given to the 
District Magistrate. Then, again, sub-section ( 2 ) of the same section 
provides -- 

The District Magistrate or the union hoard, with the sunrtion of the District 
Magistral*', may dismiss any dafadar or chaukidar. 

Then, again, take the question of punishment of chaukidars and 
dnfadurs for misconduct. Section 38 of the Act of 1870 says — 

Every chnukidar who may Ik* guilty of any wilful misconduct in his office or 
neglect of duty, etc., shall he liable to a fine whuh shall not exceed the amount of 
one month's salary. 

Section 22 of the present Act says — 

Any dafadar or chnukidar who in gudtv of nnv wilful misconduct in his office or 
neglect of his duty, etc., shall hejiable to be puuisht-d by the District Magistrate 
with fine not exceeding the amount of one month’s salary or by the union board 
with fine not cxw'eding one quarter of a month's salary 

Thus it will be seen that although *“ the theory that the village 
watch is a municipal institution was definitely adopted after much 
controversy in 1870, and although Act VI of that year was based on 
the assumption that the chaukidar was purely a village servant, 
employed for the protection of the lives and property of the villagers 
and looking to the village community for the regular payment of the 
remuneration to which he was entitled,” yet ” the tendency of later 
legislation was,” as the District Administration Committee says, 
** in the direction of strengthening the control of the Magistrate and 
Police over the pnnehnyata and the chaukidars; and, under Act I of 
1892, the power of appointing, punishing, and dismissing chaukidars, 
as well as of determining their numbers and fixing their salaries has 
been vested in the District Magistrate, who, with the sanction of the 



IWK.J 


IAJUAJj & Vll*t.Alili; SJfiLJMJUYT. AUTO. 


2J7 


Commissioner, can delegate this power to any Subdivisioual Magis- 
trate of the first class, or to the District Superintendent of Police. 
In practice, the power of fining chaukidars and of appointing and dis- 
missing them, subject to the Magistrate’s approval, has in most 
districts been delegated to the District Superintendent of Police, who 
alone, as a rule, exercises these powers in Sadar subdivisions, while in 
outlying subdivisions, the Subdivisional Officers and the District 
Superintendent of Police has concurrent jurisdiction. 

The Indian Police Commission 1 of 1902-0# also deplored the 
increasing tendency to dejwrtmentalize the rural police; ami the Presi- 
dent system, introduced by Mr. Savage two years later, was designed 
with the object of freeing the panchayats from police influence ami of 
emphasising the essential character of the chaukidar as a village 
servant. ” 

But in spite of it, not only the municipal theory of village watch 
has not been revived, but the Act of 1919 has done a greater injustice 
by keeping intact uli the extra-municipal control of village watch, and 
at the same time fastening the whole responsibility for its mainten- 
ance as well as that for all and sundry rural improvements on the 
local bodies. Even Mr. Hughcs-Buller, the late Insjiector-tieneral of 
Poliee, had the fairness to recognize that if the village jxilice were 
removed from the control of the panchayats, they must bo jwiid by tin* 
Government. That would have released at least Us. fit) lakhs annually 
for village purj>oses and improvement of rural areas. But while that 
is not done In the unfair enactment of 15# 1 D, it gives a shadowy control 
of village watch, and yet fastens the whole burden of its upkeep on 
the starving villages. The District Administration Committee rejiort 
maintained that it is 4i essential to effective police work in the villages " 
that the weakness of the panchayats should lx* removed and that real 
effort should l»e made to improve their position and secure their 
eo-o|>eration, but the Bengal Ant of 1919 does nothing in that 
direction. 

Now as regards other matters connected with village self-govern- 
ment, the position of the panchayats or the uniou boards has been 
deliberately weakened. Take, for instance, another very inqmrtunt 
problem, the question of assessment of the union rate. Well, the 
union board, t.«\, all the representatives of the villagers may lie quite 
satisfied with the assessment they make, yet the District M igistrate 
may of his own motion — mark this — not upon complaint on , call 
for the records and revise the assessment and the union board like a 
good boy, must obey and act up to his orders, and must realize the 
rjites as settled by the District Magistrate — who certainly cannot have 
more intimate knowledge of the conditions of the villagers— even 
though the assessment be arbitrary and quite opposed to their convic- 
tion and ideaa of justice. Compared with this how much more liberal 
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are the provisions of the Bengal Municipal Act. Section 111-A of 
Act JIl of 1884 says : — 

If at any time it appears to the local Government on the report of the Oom- 
mi»nioner of the Division that the assessment in any municipality is insufficient 
or inequitable, and if the* Commissioners have not appointed an assessor under 
section 40, the local Government may, by an order in writing, require the Com* 
rmssioners of such municipality to revise and amend such assessment, or to show 
tiuiM* against such order within n time to be specified therein; and if the Com- 
missioners fail to comply with such order, or if, in the opinion of the local Govern- 
ment, the revised and amended assessment is insufficient or inequitable, the local 
Government may, by an order in writing, require the Commissioners to appoint an 
assessor of municipal taxes for such municipality, within a time and for a period to 
be specified in such order ; and such assessor shall exercise all the powers of assess- 
ment exoept under sections 113, 114 and 110, vested by thia Act in the Commis- 
sioners. 

Hflrc we that the controlling authority is the local Govern- 
ment, and yet ho high an authority does not directly interfere with 
the municipal assessment by its executive officers, but asks the munici- 
pal commissioners to revise the assessment themselves, or to appoint 
an assessor who has to go to the spot, see things for himself, acquaint 
himself with local conditions and then assess the taxes. 

Thus, as Mr. Pargiter and Mr. Duval, observe — 

The wetion (in the Municipal Act) provides a remedy with the minimum of 
imsuivenience and with the greatest regard for the dignity of the Commissioners, 
and is intended only 4<>r cases of unquestionable necessity. 

While, therefore, the authors of the Municipal Act have so much 
consideration for the representatives of the people, and really propose 
to train them in the methods of self-government, the authors of the 
Village Self-Government Act have got no such scruples, and suggest 
only a rough and ready solution and authorize unlimited interference 
by the executive without proper and adequate safeguard. 

Then there is another very important question on which the Act, 
ns at present framed, does Ulit offer a satisfactory solution. Amplify- 
ing the scope of section 118-0 of the Local Self-Government Act of 
1885, the Village Self-Government Act, no doubt, invests the union 
boards with jNiwers to tax the villagers as much and as often as they 
could wish, to give effect to their varied programme and to realise 
their manifold objects, but apart from the almost unlimited powers 
of new taxation to secure the ways and means, the union boards 
cannot legitimately claim, as a matter of right, any the least portion 
of the proceeds of the existing taxes and cesses, and have been made 
entirely dependent ujK>n the uncertain charity and undefined doles of 
the district board. 

Even the District Administration Committee suggested that the 
public works cess should go to finance the village unions. They 
remarked : — 

The transfer of the public works eeita to district board* provide* the mtiana 
of financing onion committee*, and remove* one of the chief difficulties m the 
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way of their more extended use that hare been experienced in the past. It hat been 
yqggeated to us that two-thirds or some other proportion of the public works oeas 
might be distributed among all the combined chaukidari and local self-government 
unions in a district, thus giving each union fmm Re. 200 to R«. 400 annually, a 
sum sufficient large to effect some appreciable improvement. We have no doubt 
that, if this or a similar suggestion for financing union committees is adopted, 
there will be found many committees in every district who, under the guidance of 
sympathetic officers, will be ready to utilise the powers given to them by section 115 
and the following sections of the Local Self-GoN ernment Act 111 of 18H5, and to 
supplement their resources by local assessments made by themselves under section 
118-C. 

But the authors of the Village Self-Government Art, without 
making any such definite provision, and simply pinning their faith to 
section 37, leaves the whole knotty question of financing the union 
boards as unsolved as ever. 

I do not propose to make an exhaustive survery, Sir, of all the 
defects of the existing Act blit such nre the vital defects which make 
the self-government conferred by this Art an ahscdutely unsubstantial, 
airy, nothing, and which urgently call for the immediate amendment 
of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act of 1919. But perhuj**, 
far and away the greater, if not the greatest consideration, urging 
thp amendment of the Village Self-Government Act is the very first 
principle laid down by the illustrious authors of the Reforms. At 
page 123 of the Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms they say — 

There should bo, ns fur as possible, complete popular control in local bodies 
and the large.' t t < s i !■ independence for them of outside control. 

I ask the Government to look to the provisions of the Act in question 
and say if these satisfy this great principle. My submission is that 
tested by such a principle, the provisions will Ik* found wanting and 
hence I venture to commend such a resolution to the acceptance of 
this House. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a committee of official and non-official 
members of this Council, with a non-official majority, be appointed to 
suggest necessary amendments to the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act, 1919. 

My resolution is almost the same, as has been moved by Rai Haren- 
dr&nath Chaudhuri, with this difference, that I give the HoiTbh? the 
Minister more latitude in the selection of the proportion of the membera 
for the committee. There are two legislative enactments in Bengal, 
dealing primarily with the unit of our village organisations, the old 
Chaukidari Act and the Village Self-Government Act of 1919. The 
latter was ushered into existence with a great deal of flourish, as lay- 
ing the true foundation of self-government, but like many an artifi- 
cial measure of Reforms, it has fallen flat on the country. There 
leas quite a hope that it might be extended to all the districts of 
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Bengal, but, bo far, it baa failed to appeal to the people. And there 
i» nothing to be wondered at that. The very preamble of the Act, 
was against its success. The preamble says — 

Where*# it is expedient to develop self-government in the rural areas of Bengal 

eto. etc. 

When the development of self-government is regarded as an expedi- 
deni, it is hound to fail. Expediency may be made to cover a multi- 
tude of political sins, hut when it is made to cover self-government 
also, what can you exjiect? There is nothing expedient about true 
self-government. It may Is* expedient to boycott the Councils or not, 
but true development of self-government or swaraj is no expedient. It 
is the birth-right of the people. Unless this birth-right is recognized, 
no amount of expedient Acts will develop self-government. As 
in the preamble, so in the various sections of the Act itself, a 
futile attempt has been made to effort a compromise between the 

stern and eternal rigidity of the steel frame of the Civil Sendee 

ami the true aspirations of the people. This attempt between 
a desire to keep the real power in the hands of the bureaucracy and to 
make a show of giving self-government can never succeed. It has 
failed in the dyarchy — it was hound to fail, and it has failed here also. 
The Government lias been obliged to admit that it has failed. When 
this Act was introduced, Government hojed that it might be extended 
to all the districts of Bengal. Blit this hop** has been naturally 

frustrated. The consequence is that the old Chaukidari Act has 

remained in force in many of the districts of Bengal. Indeed, the 
Government hud so little hops* of the future prospect of the Village 
Self-Government Act being extended, that they hastened to amend the 
Chuukidnri Act in duly last. In spite of strenuous Government 
opposition, this Council has been able to amend the Chaukidari Act 
in accordance with the salutary principle of giving the real power in 
the hands of the pan clmy at. The Council Inis been able to insist that 
the people, who pay the money, must have the real pow r er — no sham 
pow’er under the eternal tutelage of the district Magistrate. Now that 
the old antediluvian Chaukidari Act has been changed according to this 
new mentality of the people, it would 1m* anomalous and absurd to keep 
tbo Village Self-Government Act in its old stiff frame. It must be 
amended in such manner that the |ieople may have some real power. 
You cannot keep a nation in eternal leading strings. If you really 
mean that the jieople should get true i i\caraj , and not a sham raj of 
bureaucratic potency, the true beginning must be made at the village, 
the real centre of the people’s lives. The importance of real village self- 
government in a country, where 90 per cent, of the people live in 
villages cannot be over-rated. x 

!*t us look at some of the existing sections of this Act. Take, for 
example, sections 20 and 21. The appointment or dismissal of data- 
dars and cb&ukidars, their numbers and salaries are all in the hands 
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of the Magistrate. The union board will raise the money for their 
salaries, but the Magistrate must decide their number and salary. 
Can anything be more ridiculous? This Council has changed all this 
in the Chaukidari Act. If this Council is to act logically it must amend 
the Village Self-Government Act accordingly. There is no other 
alternative. Then, again, let us look at section 23 defining the powers 
and duties of dafadars and chaukidars. Now, these |>eople have to 
serve two masters — the police and the union board. We know very 
well that no one can serve two masters — not even a village chaukidar. 
But here, in rural Bengal, the chaukidar has to perforin this remark- 
able task. This must be changed. Then let us take section 37. 
This is the financial rook, against which many a union tumid has 
broken or is likely to break to pieces. It would take me a long time 
to discuss this and the following sections, which have caused the 
failure and unpopularity of many a union board. I shall try. to place 
my views before the committee, when appointed, but 1 cun ussure this 
Council that unless these sections are amended, we must give up all 
hope for its success. There are several other important sections that 
need amendment, and I put it to the Council that if it wants that self- 
government should lx* really develojied in the country, this most 
important Act must be amended according to the change of mentality 
that has taken place in the country during the last three years. 
There i" no going back. There is no question of whether the jieoplo 
are fit. Inking for granted the buieuueratic argument that the jceople 
are not fit, I say — “ you cannot learn to swim unless you get into 
the water." I say, that jieople arc* fit enough to run village* self- 
government. If you tie their hands, how can they show that they can 
w'ork Y Give them ample scope and see what they can do. 

With the amendment of the Village Self-Government Act, the 
Local Self-Government Act of 1885 must also lie amended. That has 
become hopelessly out of date. I am glad that my friend, Balm Bhisma- 
dev Das has brought up the matter. I accord my full sup|K>rt to his 
resolution. 

I am glad to find that the Jlon’ble the Minister, in accordance with 
the change of mentality of the nation, has taken up the huge task of 
amending the Calcutta Municipal Act. I think. Sir, what is sauce 
for the goose is also sauce for the gander. What the Calcutta people 
can expect from the Reforms, 90 per cent, of the |>eople of Bengal 
who live in the mufaasal, may also expect from the Hcm’ble the 
Minister. Before sitting down, I most earnestly appeul to the Hon’ble 
the Minister that what he has been pleased to do for Calcutta, he may 
fc* pleased to do for the mufassal. This is but fair and just. 

Mr. §• W. COODC: Government recognise, from the various resolu- 
tions, which the members of this Counoil from time to time have 
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desired to move, that there is a demand to some extent for the amend- 
ment of the Village Self-Government Act. We do not at all admit 
that the Act has failed by reason of any inherent defects. The last 
sjjeaker and various other shakers, who have preceded me, have taken 
the extraordinary attitude that certain minor defects of the Village 
Nelf-G6verninent Act have had the effect of rendering it unpopular* 
among the masses. I ask this House whether that is a position which 
can for a moment be accepted. Can it be believed that the ordinary 
cultivator takes the slightest interest in the various sections which 
are comprised within that Act? It is the principle and the basis of 
the Act with which he is irnwt concerned. Now the basis and the 
principle of this Act was an honest attempt on the part of Govern- 
ment to revive the old system of village self-government and to give 
villagers a real and substantial i»art in the management of their own 
affairs. No one can deny — I defy any of the speakers who preceded 
me to prove it in any way — that there is anything in the basis of that 
Act which is not a leal attempt to give self-government in the villages. 
They may say that there are minor defects in it. such as that the 
district Magistrates have Ik*cii given too much jxnver and that the 
hands of the puichuyats are tied; they may make minor suggestions 
and changes in that Act hut the basic principle of the Act they cannot 
deny, and 1 suggest that it is absurd for memlxTs to contend seriously 
that the failure of this Act to win its way in the villages of Bengal 
is due to the defects against which their criticism is directed. They 
know' very u'ell that the failure is largely due to the non-co-operation 
ugiUitijm. Government has done all 'in its [tower to encourage the 
district boards to apply for the extension of the Act, but we have 
been hopelessly handicupjted by other political influences, and if the 
Act has failed 1 submit it was due to no inherent demerits of the 
Act but that it was due to political influences, for which Government 
is in no way responsible, i admit that there may be minor changes 
which are desirable. It is evident from the sjx'eches which have been 
made that many meml>ers take that view' and Government have no 
objection to any defects of that Act iJeiug remedied. But I would 
point out that it is surely a cumbrous and unnecessary method to 
appoint a committee for that purpose. This House two days ago 
summarily threw’ out a Bill which the Shah Sahib wished to introduce 
promising some minor amendments of the Act. This House will shortly 
consider another Bill somewhat on the same lines which Mr. Bijoy- 
prosad Singh Hoy proposes to introduce. We have applied to the 
Government of India for sanction to introduce that Bill. During the 
second reading of the Bill members will have ample opportunity ol 
stating their views on the underlying principles of the Act. It is 
therefore absolutely unnecessary now to waste the time of members ol 
this House and of Government officers (who will have to assist the com- 
mittee) by appointing a committee for the sole purpose of suggesting 
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such amendments in this particular Act. I would go a little further. 
It is hardly the work of the legislative Council to take up an Act and 
consider how it should be amended. It is their business to legislate 
and for a private member to initiate legislation, if need be. 1 do not 
think it is ordinarily a part of their duties to criticise an Act and 
generally to make proposals for its amendments. 

As regards the Local Self-Government Act, the case of Government 
is even stronger. Government has recognised for years that the Local 
Self-Government Act is out of date and that it is essential that changes 
should lie made in it. (Hear, hear,) But we arc limited in our 
resources and in the staff which we have. It is impossible for the 
legislative Department, which bus its hands already full with imj>ort- 
ant Acts, such as the Calcutta Municipal Bill and the Bengal Municipal 
Bill, to undertake a Bill of this magnitude immediately. It is unlikely 
also that we should be able to draft a new Local Self-Government Bill, 
which would adequately cover the grounds of local administration within 
400 to 500 sections and that is a work of many months. 1 submit 
that a committee sitting to make general suggestions to Government 
for the framing of such a Bill would achieve very little useful work. 
We have a large mass of material already available in the Secretariat. 
We would have to digest that material liefore we could fHoduce a 
draft, which will ultimately have to Ih> circulated to local bodies and 
members of this fount il for opinion. I would ask members to give 
us time as our hands arc at present quite full with these two im]s>rt- 
nnt Bills which are now pending. It a committee is ajqw/inted, 1 
presume it will Ik* my unhappy duty to lay the enormous muss of 
materials collected liefnre tin* committee and it will he m> task to 
collate and sift that material in order that members may he in a ]*>si- 
tion to make definite progtosuls to Government. Well, Sir, 1 ran 
promise on behalf of the Hon* hie the Minister that we are just as 
anxious as they are to produce this IxkuI Self-Government Bill as early 
as possilde. We had liojjcd in fai t that a draft might he in the hands 
of the Legislative Deportment and it might have been circulated to 
local bodies for opinion hv the ond of this year. But the Bengal 
Municipal Bill has proved to he a much larger measure than we had 
anticipated. It has over 500 sections with several important schedules 
and it has been impossible for us to scamp or hurry that work. I 
would urge members to pause liefore they decide to overburden this 
department with additional work by the appointment of this 
committee. 

To the members who have suggested that the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act still keeps the villagers in tutelage, may I give an assurance 
Srom Government that when the Bill proposed by Mr. Bijoyprosad 
8ingh Roy comes before this House it will be seen that Government 
has no desire to burke the most thorough discussion of any point that 
may be raised. 
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Ah lugards the Local Self-Government Act it has been suggested 
by mei ibors that we should have a very short amending Bill to 
take up the most urgent sections in the Act. The Hon’ble the Minister 
entirely approves of some urgent legislation of the Act being under- 
taken, and I understand he will make some proposals to the House on 
that point. But there again I would ask for time. Government will 
bo prolmbly prepared to undertake that; pending preparation of a large 
amending Bill we will prepare a short Bill covering a few of the sec- 
tions which are in most urgent need of amendment, but anything 
further, 1 think, would be iinjiossible for Government to do. I hope 
therefore that members will not l>e misled by the appeals which have 
lx*cn made by Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta, but they will recognize the 
facts of the case and realize that Government is anxious to meet their 
wishes in the matter as soon as jmssible. 1 would strongly oppose the 
proposuj to appoint a committee for this purpose. 

Rati JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadurs Mr. Goode as 
usual has spoken very strongly and symjmthetically. But what we 
desire in this: He and the Hon’ble the Minister should 1 h* willing 
to bring in a short amending Aet. In this connection why should not 
ho consult us many members as desire to speak to him before embody- 
ing the changes which ho intends to do? Is it not much letter that 
ho should consult the mem burn of this Council beforehand? If that 
is done I have no doubt- this proposal for a committee would he dropped. 
All that we require is that hi* should informally, as he did m the case of 
tin* Municipal Bill, consult us. Now, Sir, if that is done, I have no doubt 
that all these resolutions to appoint a committee will be <lrop|x*il. There 
is one matter which I now’ want to press upon the Hon’ble the Minister. 
Since yesterday I have l>een pressed with a very great burden upon 
my mind. We have l>een here for two years and there is onily one year 
left of our existence. What have we done for the country? And 
the reason is this: that we have got no money? How are we to go 
before our constituency next year and w ? ith what record? The only 
thing that we have done is medical relief and something about drink- 
ing wuter. Even then 1 got a complaint yesterday that we have got 
no money. Now money can surely be raised. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would druw your attention to the fact that we 
an^ discussing the proposal to appoint a committee to amend the Bengal 
Local Self-Government and the Village Self-Government Acts. We 
are not discussing any financial proposal. I hope you will understand 
that. 

R« JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Mttfltfr: Yes, I understand 

it. Now what 1 desire to say is that money must be found and unless 
you amend the Road and Public Works Cess Act and the Local Self- 
Government Act we shall never agree to any taxation. Further it is 
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necessary that you should amend the Isxal Self-Government Act and 
the Road Cess Act in a manner in which it may be acceptable to the 
people that they will be willing to pay taxes. 

Khan Bahadur Maidvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: It is only the 
wearer who knows where the shoe pinches and 1, as chairman of u dis- 
trict board in Bengal, know very well under what disadvantages we have 
been working for the last few years under the present Act The Chair- 
men of the district boards are quite handicapped and they cannot cope with 
the new demands that are being made on their resources. Reoeutly 
til© motor vehicles have made considerable progress of extension in the 
'mufassal and we know that mufassnl roads are only intended for 
bullock cart traffic, which cannot weigli more than 20 maunds and these 
20 maunds are distributed over 10 jKiints — I mean two wheels and 
eight feet of the bullocks, whereas motor vehicles weigh two tons and 
the district Itoard roods are damaged. In order to remedy llus my 
worthy friend, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy brought up a resolution 
towards the lieginning of this year for amending the law by framing 
mime rules tinder the Motor Vehicles Act. At that time the Hon* hie 
the Minister gave an assurance that under the present law he is not 
comflietent to frame any rules but that he would bring forward on 
amendment under the Local Self-Government Act so us to enq^ower 
the district boards to deal with motor vehicles in the mufassnl. We 
have been waiting and waiting for that legislation and we do not know 
how to deal with these motor vehicles. Motor vehicles are divided 
under the rules into two classes: heavy and , light. Vehicle# over 
two tons are considered as heavy and less than two tons light. Now 
tlie district hoard roads are not meant for these motor vehicles or 
taxis, however light they may be; but, the district lswirds have no 
power to strip them. In my district there is a purra road from Ishurdi 
station to Palma meant for bullock carts but all sorts of motor vehicles 
are running on that road and the district hoard has not funds enough 
to repair it. As soon as it is once repaired it is damaged 
again by the use of the motor cars. This year I lave 
been told that the contractors cannot go on with the work unless 
the running of motor cars is stopped, but the district board has no 
power to deal with this. If it is not possible to revise the rule# 
under the Motor Vehicles Act it is possible to give some poweis to the 
chairmen of the district hoards by an amendment of the Local Self- 
Government Act in regard to the control of these motor vehicle#. My 
friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, has referred to another 
difficulty as to realising cost for masonry wells. There are fair- 
weather tracks in the mufaasal and they are meant for wheeled traffic, 
fiut in these tracts there are some narrow channels which get muddy 
during the rainy season and the cartmen have to spend R«, 2 or Ra. 3 
in order to extricate their carts. The district boards under aection 86 
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of the Local Self-Government Act had been given the power to levy 
tolls for making causeways or Irish bridges over these channels; the 
cartmen then will gladly jpay a few annas in order to save their carts 
from falling into the mud and the district boards will have some money 
towards the construction and the upkeep of the bridges. The bridges 
interfere with the boat traffic and we may easily have causeways instead 
of bridges. Then, again, my friend has referred to section 200 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act. So far back as 1911 there was a committee 
about the sanitation in mufassal areas, where I made a suggestion that 
section 200 should l>e incorporated in the Local Self-Government Act, 
so as to give power to the district boards to deal with insanitary 
doba x. This question came up before the district boards’ conference 
and Mr. O’Malley pointed out to me that some portion of this section 
was incori>orated in the Village Self-Government Act, but some anomaly 
lias arisen in this connection. In the Village Self-Government Act 
jHwer has been given to ask a owner to improve or remove the nuisance, 
hut that power has not been given to the village unions to do the work 
itself and then to realize the cost. T need not dilate upon this point. 
It is well-known to Government. Mr. Goode has raised the question 
that he is overworked. I syinj>aUiise with him hut at the same time 
he must look at our condition. We have l*»en suffering these two 
years and we cannot l>e male to suffer any more. Is it not possible to 
appoint a small committee to draft a squill Bill so that the immediate 
necessities of the district board can l>e met? We require some imjwrt- 
ant amendments in the Act. A small Bill consisting of ten sections 
would do. In the case of the Secretary being overworked the Hcm’ble 
the Minister may a|>]x>iiit u small committee consisting of two or three 
members, among whom my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kmaduddin 
Ahmed, may Ik* one to draft this Bill. We have been waiting and wait- 
ing for long. When 1 say these* things, I think, I reproduce the views 
of all the chairmen of district boards, ami with all the emphasis that T 
can command I submit that this amendment should Ik* taken up at 
once. Whether it is taken up by Government or a committee, I have 
no objection. The thing is wanted, not the committee. I attach 
importance to the work and not to the jiersonnel. 

Mr* D. C. CH08ES I only desire to put a question to. the Hon’ble 
the Minister. Will the Hon’ble the Minister see his way to invite all 
the district boards of Bengal without delay to submit their suggestions 
regarding the amendment of the Local Self-Government Act? Their 
suggestions will, I think, be very useful to Government in framing the 
amending legislation. 

Ral RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I must say that the 
speeches that have been delivered by my friends from the mufassal 
have considerably influenced their colleagues residing in Calcutta. 
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When I remember that the Bengal Village Self-Government Act was 
the product of the memorable resolution of lx>rd ltipon iu 1883, and 
when I remember that the Act was introduced in the shape of a Bill by 
Colman Macaulay in 1885 and has been in existence during the last 37 
years without any amendment, I think, Sir, that very fact shows that 
a strong case has been made out for an amendment to bring it into 
harmony with present conditions. That Act, as has been admitted 
from the Government bench, is now out of date. Though it was enacted 
as long ago as 37 years, the Act has gone on without any attention 
being paid to it either by Government or by the legislature. The 
Bengal Legislative Council itself has undergone constitutional changes 
not less than four times during that period, but the Bengal Villuge Self- 
Government Act still retains the shape in which it was passed in 1885. 

The proposals, the concrete proposals, that have been put forward 
in the resolutions have appealed to us. The villages want to improve 
their sanitary condition; they want to improve the water-supply, but 
they have not got the necessary power in the matter. That point has 
been admirably dealt with by my friend, Khun Bahadur Maulvi Kmudud- 
din Ahmed, and 1 am of opinion that no time should Ik* lost in introducing 
a short amending Bill in order to give some immediate relief to the 
village community of Bengal. With reference to some of the observa- 
tions that have fallen from Mr. Goode in regard to the Bengal \ iilnge 
Self-Government Act, although 1 recognise, as he says, that there is every 
desire on the pait of the Hon’hle the Minister to give the benefit of the 
Reforms to the people, I must disagree with him when he says that 
the Act is not unpopulai with the masses and that the mass do not care 
whether the real power is vested in the body of the j>eople who repre- 
sent them or in the Magistracy which overrule them. It is quite true 
that a semblance of representative constitution has l>een granted to 
the village community in the shape of the Village Self-Government 
Act, but they are given t lie power only to collect money; the right to 
spend it is practically in the hands of the Magistrate-Collector of’ the 
district. He is the master of the situation. His command must be 
obeyed, and if it is not obeyed, he can overrule them. I think that is 
still the position in the Reformed Government under which we are now 
living, and I am sure that if there is any one who is anxious to do away 
with this anachronism so far as the villages at least are concerned, it 
is the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, who is in the happy posi- 
tion of being Minister in charge of the Department of Local »Self-Gov- 
ernment. I am sure that in view of the defects of the Act that have 
been so vividly port raved here to-day, the Hon'ble the Minister will 
give his attention to the matter and lose no time in remedying them. 

• On the question whether a committee should lie appointed or not 
dis Excellency the Governor has given his general direction. We 
have got a standing committee — an advisory committee attached to 
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every department of Government to scrutinize the affairs of the depart- 
ment and make recommendations. If any consultation is necessary in 
an informal or official way, or if any discussion of any proposals which 
the Government propose to introduce before the Legislative Council is 
necessary, why should not advantage be taken of these stauding com- 
mittees? Why should not they be utilized for the purpose, I fail to 
understand. If we are to appoint a separate committee on every ques- 
tion, it would be an impossible thing. It would not only add to the cost, 
but it would also, I Ixdieve, throw an amount of labour on Government 
officials which they would not be able to ooj>e with. I think when we 
have got the standing committees, they should be utilized for this pur- 
pose. 

The suggestion that fell from Mr. I). C. Ghose was my idea as 
well, and it remains for the Hon’ble the Minister now to call a confer- 
ence of chairmen of district boards on this important matter. I think, 
Sir, that more good will result from such a conference than from a com- 
mittee which it will take some time to appoint, and go through all the 
formality and expense. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I am not much in favour of 
the upjH)intment of committees. Committees are generally meant to 
shelve matters, but we want something real. The Ix)cal Self-Govern- 
ment Act was pussed in 1885. It is nearly 87 years old, and it now 
requires Nome change. In those days there were official chairmen and 
the difficulties of the district boards were far less than what the non- 
official chairmen are experiencing in managing the affairs of the dis- 
trict boards. Only a few minutes ago we heard the Chairman ot the 
Palma District Board, a veteran pleader of that place, who tried to 
answer all the issues in regard to the difficulties of the Act; so I need 
not dilate on that question. I would only suggest that the earlier a 
short Act is introduced, 4 hi* better would it be for the country. As 
regards the Village Self-Government Act, I would like to say that this 
Act was passed only three years back. It has not been given a fair 
trial yet, Mr. Goode said that an attempt was made in the Act to revive 
the village institutions of the jmst. We all know that in the good 
old days of the Hindus — as a Hindu I must say that those days were 
very good— villagers were allow ed freedom of action in the affairs of 
their own villages. But, fortunately or unfortunately, days have 
changed, and the good English Government have thought it fit to revive 
the institutions of the past which worked admirably in those days. I 
must admit that in the Village Self-Government Act there are many 
things wanting, things which are of vital importance to the working 
of the village community. In the old days the Kings had no power tf> 
nominate any member to the village committees; the members wefte 
elected by the villagers themselves. But in the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act that was passed, Government had taken to themselves the 
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power of appointing some of the members. Time will show whether 
the Village Self-Government Act is an improvement upon the form of 
village Government that was in vogue in the days of the Hindus. We 
shall discuss those points later on. For the present, 1 think that the 
appointment of a committee will do no good, and with these few words 
1 support the resolution that originally stood in the name of Rai 
Abin&sh Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, but which has been so ably moved 
by my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MURA Bahadur: 1 desire to add 
a few observations on t he discussion. Being associated with the dis- 
trict board, union boards, and municipalities for a very long time, 1 
have watched how the several Acts are working. When the Village 
Self-Government Act was passed, 1 was very enthusiastic and 1 lent all 
my support, to it, but in the practical working of the Act we have found 
a difficulty especially with regard to funds. You will notice that there 
is a special chapter in the Village Self-Government Act as regards 
funds. The funds are confined only to annual taxes on the owners or 
occupiers of buildings within the limit. Besides, the district boards 
are authorised to allow grants to the unions, but us a matter of fact, 
those contributions are very small. I know* with regard to a neigh- 
bouring district board the contribution was alxmt Its. 100 and odd. 
Practically, therefore there is no working of the Act worth the name 
in the union boards. It is necessary, therefore, that the funds should 
be increased, and how can that lx* done? If you want to tux the jx*oplc, 
there will be a strong opposition. They are accustomed to pay small 
sums of money, and now if you demand more money, there is an opposi- 
tion. ronse<|uentlv, it is necessary that great rare ami attention 
should be paid for the acquisition of money for the purjxise of the wink- 
ing of the Village Self-Government Act. 

Now, again, there was a hot discussion as to the appropriation of the 
load cess. The district boards are unable to pay large contributions 
to the unions, and, therefore, the unions are in a very diffic ult |x»sition. 
Whatever amount is now realize! by the union committee is spent 
towards the payment of establishment charges. The result is that there 
is no proper water-supply; nothing of the kind. If you wish to have 
tube-wells, there is the practical difficulty. Therefore, it is a matter of 
deep regret that the Art is not working well. There is another fresh 
difficulty, and that is on account of the provisions in the Bengal l/ocal 
Self-Government Act which also demands scrutiny and close examina- 
tion. If. therefore, the Council want to alter or modify the sections 
of the Village Self-Government Act, they ought at the same time to 
alter or modify the provisions of the Local Self-Government Act; they 
ngist all go together. In addition to that, there is another small Act, 
namely, the Chnukidari Act which again demands consideration and 
modification. Therefore, if a committee be appointed solely for the 
purpose of modifying the several sections und provisions of the Village 
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Self-Government Act, that will not answer the purpose. It is necessary 
to take the other Acts into consideration, and the committee should go 
thoroughly into all the provisions of these Acts, but it will take a vOry 
long time as it is not a very easy task. References will have to be 
made, and conferences are to be held with the presidents of the union 
committees and chairmen of district boards : that will require a con- 
siderable time. It is necessary, therefore, that there should be a con- 
ference on the subject, and as our Hon’ble the Minister is very keen on the 
matter, I expect much from him. I therefore submit that a confer- 
ence of the parties concerned in the matter be held first and then the 
question of appointing a committee may be discussed. At present the 
appointment of a committee will be a premature one. 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: I find from the 
agenda jiaper that there are five resolutions dealing with the amend- 
ment of the Ron gal Village Self-Government Act as well as the Local 
Self-Government Act. Some of these resolutions want a committee to 
be appointed to amend these Acts; and another, which has been moyed 
by my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, wants that an 
immediate short amending Act should he passed. The question liefore 
the Council is, therefore, whether we should appoint a committee or pass a 
short amending Act. The views of the chairmen of district hoards have 
been enunciated by my friends, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin 
Ahmed and Babu Tankanath ('haudhuri, and other mem tiers of district 
boards, but nobody has yet presented the views of the rural people. I, 
Sir, rise to represent the views of the rural jieople with regard to the 
amendment of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act. In this res- 
pect I am of opinion that (he principle on which the Village Self-Gov- 
ernment Act is hosed is too had and it should l>e repealed and recast at 
once. Unless this is done, the Village Self-Government Act is a mock- 
ery and no good can be hath out of it. My reasons for attacking the 
Act are enough. May T ask, Sir, as to why this Act was enacted and 
placed in the Statute Book? Evidently for the reconstruction of the 
villages. If the reconstruction of the Village is not possible under the 
Act, it ought surely to he taken away fcpm the Statute Book. The pro- 
visions of the Village Chaukidari Act have been incorporated in the 
Village Self-Government Act. From time immemorial, from the time 
when the Muhammadans were in power, the chaukidars used to be main- 
tained bv assignment of land by the State, that is to say, part of the 
land of the country was set apart for the maintenance of the chaukidars 
and these lands were known ns chaukidari rhakrnn lands. The chauki- 
dars used to guard the villagers and used to do all the duty that is done 
by the present-day chaukidars with this difference that they used to 
enjoy land set apart for their maintenance rent-free in lieu of w&gey. 
During the days of Muhammadan rule, the zamindars were mere collec- 
tors of revenue, and they were also charged with the maintenance of 
peaee in their respective localities. Therefore, the land that was set 
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apart lor the maintenance of the chaukidars waa the land of the State 
1 mean of the Sovereign Power, and not of the zamindars who simply 
administered them on behalf of the Moghul Emperor, Therefore, it 
is quite clear on a reading of the history as well as the economic con- 
dition of the country that chaukidars used to be maintained by the State 
and they enjoyed these lands rent-free in exchange for their services in 
guarding the villages. The villages were administered by the zamin- 
dars as agents of the sovereign power and not by virtue of their pro- 
prietary right. Subsequently the decennial settlement came, whitoh 
was converted into the Permanent Settlement. Under the former 
assessment that was in vogue in the days of the Muhammadans the 
zamindars 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am not' quite sure how far your discussion of 
the chaukidari land question is relevant to the resolution under discus- 
sion. Perhaps you might come to the more relevant |»rt and, conclude. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN : I mean to say, 
Sir, that the chaukidari land belonged to the State and not to the 
zamindars. In an evil moment the zamindars thought that localise 
they administered the land, half of it belonged to them and half to the 
State. They confiscated the chaukdari land, and it so came about that 
the people were burdened with the maintenance charge* of the chaukidars. 
This is the Chaukidari Act. The land was taken away from them and 
made over to the zamindars, and a certain nominal rent was reserved 
for payment to the chaukidari fund and tin* zamindars enjoyed the rest. 
Not only that; they also made an annual profit out of the chaukidari 
land; for while they took the land from Government at a nominal rent, 
they settled the land with the i>eople at a rack-rent — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you kindly bring this part of your speech 
to a conclusion if you do not mind, Mntilvi Sahib? If you continue to 
speak in this way on the chaukidars, I am afraid it will not In* over even 
by Christmas ! 

Maulvi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN: My point is that 
the Act should be amended in such a way that the land that has been 
wrongfully alienated from the chaukidars should be restored to them 
and made over to the union boards for the maintenance of the chauki- 
dars. If that is not done, it is simply useless to draw up a constitu- 
tion for the village. Sir, the villagers are poor and over head and ears 
in debt. They are unable to pay more taxes 

Mf.~ PRESIDENT: You have not yet come to the point. Just a 
Mw sentences more and please conclude. We have heard very’ little in 
your speech about the Village Self-Government Act. The whole of 
*yo«r speech is full of references to the chaukidari chftran lands. 
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Maulvi MAHAMMED MADAMUR HUSSAIN: I beg to rabmit 

that the zamindars should be expropriated and the chaukid&ri land 
should be vested in the union boards so that the revenue may be set free 
und used for the reoonstruction of the villages. Unless the zamindars 
make q little sacrifice, it is idle to expect any good results from the 
Village Self-Government Act. 

MINI8TER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF« 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’blo Sir 8urendra Nath Banerjea): I feel 
I must congratulate the House on the zeal and enthusiasm with which 
♦ hey have discussed this question. It shows the abiding interest of 
the Bengal Legislative Council in the question of Local Self-Government 
upon which indeed the whole fabric of self-government in a larger 
measure may be said to rest. Before I proceed to refer to some of the 
points raised, I desire to clear my ground and to indicate what Govern- 
ment is prepared to do in connection with the proftosals which have been 
laid before the Council. I say at once that I, on behalf of Government, 
accept the resolution of Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, which 
has been moved by my friend, the Chairman of the Rajshahi District 
Board. I have felt and I have often expressed the view that a short 
amending Act should be passed in order to vest in the district boards 
jx>wers in regard to those urgent matters which experience has shown to 
he necessary. My friend has referred to some of those matters and I 
need not dwell upon them. We are, therefore, prepared to circularise 
the district lniards at once and obtain their views with regard to those 
sections which they consider should be amended by a short Act. Having 
got their views, Government propose* to convene a conference of the 
chairmen and representatives of district hoards and of such members of this 
Council as feel interested in these questions. 1 think, Sir. that ought 
to satisfy my friends with regard to the attitude and the action of 
Government in relation to the question of the Local Self-Government 
Act. I quite admit that the Act is old, obsolete, and antiquated, and you 
may heap other terms of disparagement if you like. Government recog- 
nizes that, and is anxious to do what lies in its power, but Government 
also recognizes this that it would be impossible within the limitations of 
time which are at the present moment at the disj>osal of Government to 
deal with the larger measure of a new J vocal Self-Government Bill which 
would comprise several hundred sections. Therefore, in order to afford 
— I would not use the word/ 4 immediate ” but early relief to the 
various district boards. Government propose to introduce a short Art 
after having obtained the views of the various district boards and after 
having convened a conference for the puqiose of discussing them, in 
association with the members of the Council who feel interested in the 
matter. Well, Sir, that disposes of the question of the Local Self- 
Government Act. 

The question of the Tillage Self-Government Act, however, reeta upon* 
a somewhat different footing. You will have noticed that in this Connell 



1982. Iff "LOCAL & VILLAGE SELF-GOVT. ACTS. 893 

notes of dissent have been uttered with regard to the proposal for (he 
* immediate amendment of the Village Self-Government Act. My friend, 
Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri, who is the Chairman of the Dinajpur 
District Board, says that it is premature to deal with that Art, the Act 
having been placed on the Statute Book only so recently as 1919. I under, 
stand, although I was not present at the time, that my friend, Rai 
M&bendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, also raised the same point. There** 
fore, Sir, having regard to the opinion prevalent in this Council, I am 
entitled to hold that there is a division of opinion as to the immediate 
urgency of amending the Village Self-Government Act. I will not say 
that it is a perfect Act — I recognize its defects and jwrhnps mistakes 
have been committed in its administration. All that is admitted, but 
it is not as urgent as the amendment of the Bengal Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act and we must tnke each in its projK*r time. Therefore, my 
idea is that when this conference meets, dealing with the question of 
the amendment of the Local Self-Government Act, it will be my duty 
to place before the conference the projM>sal as to whether they deem that 
any amendment of the Village Self-Government Act should 1 h‘ intro- 
duced. There is also a further consideration which this Council ought 
to bear in mind. Members will have an opportunity of discussing the 
Village Self-Government Act at no distant date. My friend, 
Mr. Goode, has reminded the House that a Bill is at the present moment 
pending before the Government of India, n:., Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh 
Roy’s Bill, amending the Village Self-Government Act. The Govern- 
ment — I am speaking on its behalf — will not raise any objection to 
the introduction of that Bill in this House. Thus, niemls*rs will have 
the amplest opportunity of discussing the principles of that Bill and the 
provisions of the Village Self-Government Act when the motion is made 
for the appointment of a select committee. Therefore, Sir, then* is no 
need for these committees. So far as the Village Self-Government Act 
is concerned, this Council, and every member of this Council, will have 
the fullest opportunity of discussing every details of that Act and the 
principles underlying it. 

One word more. I desire to point out the position of the Govern- 
ment in regard to this matter. I say these committees, w'hich it is 
proposed to appoint, would lie absolutely infructuous. Our hands are 
now full up. We have got the Calcutta Municipal Bill, which is before 
the Select Committee, and the Select Committee will soon submit its 
report. I propose to lay before the Council the report of the Select 
Committee for consideration some time in February, and if the Council 
will allow it, I hope to place this Bill on the Statute Book before the 
end of this session. Then, 8ir, we have got this tremendous business — 
it is the draft Bengal Municipal Bill which I propose to introduce in 
February. Therefore, we have got the Calcutta Municipal Bill, we ate 
going to have the Bengal Municipal Bill, and our life — the life-time of 
^this Council — extends to 1923 and no morfe. How can yon have another 
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Bill in 1923? If you appoint these committees, and if these committees 
make their recommendations and if we have Bills as the result of these 
recommendations, where is the time for this Council to consider them? 
The Council will he dissolved, the Bills will lapse, your labour will have 
been wasted, your time will have been spent for nothing, the whole'work 
will have to be recommenced when the new Council meets. Are you 
to indulge in this futile and infructuous waste of time? Therefore, I 
ask the House not to vote for any committee at all. It would be quite 
useless. I hope and trust that my friends, after the explanation I have 
given, will withdraw their motions, Government having accepted the 
motion of ltai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur. 

Babu BHI8MADEV DA8: After hearing the Hon’ble the Minister, 
I beg to withdraw my resolution. 

The motion waH then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion standing in the name of Rai Abinash Chandra 
Banerjee Bahadur was then put and agreed to: — 

41 This Council recommends to the Government that early steps' be 
taken to pass a short Act amending the Local Self-Government Act in 
respect of those of its provisions the amendments of which experience has 
show'll to the Government to be urgent and necessary.” 

Rfti HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : May I ask one question of 
the Hon’ble the Minister? In view of the fact that when Shah Syed 
Emdadul IIucj moved for the introduction of his Bill, the Hon’ble the 
Minister was pleased to state that he would not oppose the introduction 
of the Bill but that it would be the duty of Government to oppose it at 
a- later stage, may I ask w hether the same fate will not overtake 
Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy’s Bill? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEA: Government 
retains a free hand. It all depends on the provisions of the Bill. 

The resStut ion standing in the name of Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri 
was then put and lo*t. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Monday, the 
27th November, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Pr ocee di ng* of the Benge! Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aet. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 27th November, 1922, at 3 f.m. 


Presents 

The Hon’ble the Piesident in the Chair, the four Hon* hie Member# 
of the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble the 
Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, lieing absent), and 
93 nominated and elected members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Members are 
reminded that the balloting for the Select Committee for the amendment 
of the Standing Orders will lie held in the Town Hall to-morrow, between 
1-45 and 2-45 p.m. 


8tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Pabna jail morgue. 

•XLIV. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With reference to 
the answers to stalled question No. CXXII1 put bv Balm Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri on the 3lst August, 1922. will the Hon’ble the 
Member in chaige of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state whether there is any jail mnigue at Pabna? 

(b) If so, wheie is the same situated? 

(c) With reference to the answer to clause (i) of the question, will 
the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether he is aware that the 
Congress Committee has no objection to receive the dead bodies of 
persons of on untouchable class? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that there is a branch of 
Social Service I*eague at Pabna. patronised by the local officials? 

(e) If so, what are the reasons, if any, for not approaching the 
Social Service League for the disposal of such dead bodies? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stepheneon); (a) Yes. 

(fc) The morgue is situated at a distance of about 300 yards from the 

jail. 

(c) (d) and («) No; I was not aware of these facts, but the atten- 
tion, of the Superintendent of the Pabna Jail is being invited to the 
information now given. 

20 a 



296 QUESTIONS. [27th Nov. ' 

* ' *" f 

North Bengal flood. 

♦XLV. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — * 

(i) the normal rainfall in North Bengal taking the average of the , 

last fifty years ; 

(ii) the particular years when the rainfall in North Bengal was 

above this normal; 

(Hi) the respective amounts in inches in those years; 

(iv) the particular years when there was flood over a large tract of 
land in North Bengal; 

(i>) the years when the different railway lines were opened in 
North Bengal ; 

( vi ) the total areas affected by the recent floods in North Bengal 

as well as in the district of Faridpur: 

( vii ) the total number of deaths of human beings and cattle in these 

areas hy the direct and indirect effects of the flood up to 
date; 

( viit ) the total number of the houses that have collapsed owing to 
the flood ; 

(i>) the number of people who are getting relief in the centres 
opened by the Government; and 

(r) the total population in the areas that are still in need of relief? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
[LAND REVENUE] (Mr. M. C. MoAlpin): (i) The annual normal 
rainfall of the districts affeoted by recent floods in the Rajshahi divi- 
sion is — 

Rajshahi — 56*80 inches. 

Bogra — 66-29 inches. 

Pnbna — 59-43 inches. 

Dinujpur — 71-31 inches. 

(ii) and (iii) A statement is laid on the Library table showing the 
j^articular years when the actual annual rainfall in the aforesaid 
districts was above that normal and the amounts of excess in inches in 
those cases during the period from 1870 to 1920. 

(iv) In addition to the extensive floods of 1918 in the districts ql 
Rajshahi and Bogra, there were also heavy floods in North Bengal prior 
to that year. For particulars, the member is referred to the replies to 
clause (/) of starred question No. XXXIX on the subject asked by 
Mr. Syed Brian Ali at this session. 
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s (tr) A statement is laid on the Library table showing the dates on 
which the different railways in North Bengal were opened. 


(vi) Tbe-member is referred to the communique of the 9th Novem* 
ber, 1922, which gives the total areas affected by the recent floods in 
the Rajshahi division. The area affected by the flood in the district of 
Faridpur was 70 square miles. 

(tii) The nieml>er is referred to the communique of the 9th instant. 
No loss of humau life or cattle has been reported from Faridpur. 


(viii) The member is referred to the replies to unstarred question 
No. 79 (a) asked by Itai Harendrnnath Chaudhuri at this session. No 
destruction of houses has Wen reported from Faridpur. 

(t>) and (.r) At present none are getting relief in the centres opened 
by Government in the Rajshahi and Pa bn a districts. The graut of 
gratuitous relief in those areas has l>een stopped, as it is no longer 
required. In the district of Bogra, however, the average number of 
persons still receiving relief is at>out 1,500 daily. So far aa can be 
estimated at present by the local officers this number will be in need 
of relief for some time. No relief centres were opened in the district 
of Dinnjpur as the distress there was only slight. 


Appointment of Indians in the Indian Civil tarvioa. 

•XLVI. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKERl (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Api>ointment Department be pleased to 
state what recommendation the Public Services Commission of 1888 
mude as to the percentage of superior and inferior appointments, 
respectively, in the Indian Civil Service to ho thrown open to Indians 
as the result of competitive examination in India and also by the promo* 
tion of Provincial Service officers to the listed posts? 

(b) Will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to state the jtfrcentnge 
of superior and inferior appoint merits held by the members of the 
Statutory Civil Service and by the listed officers in Bengal— 

(i) immediately before the Public Services Commission of 1913 
began its inquiry ; 

(«) on tbe 1st January, 1919; and 

(tii) on tbe 1st January, 1922? 

(c) Will tbe Hon’ble tbe Member be pleased to lay on tbe table a 
statement showing in Bengal — 

(i) tbe total number of members of the Statutory Civil Service and 
the officers bolding listed posts in the Indian Civil Service 
on tbe 1st January of 1905, 1910, 1915 and 1920; and 
(n) .the percentage of such officers bolding independent charges of 
districts— either as executive or judicial officer*— cm 
of those dates? * , 
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MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) The Hu hi ice Services Commission 
of 1H80 did not recommend recruitment on the result of com- 
petitive examination in India. They leromniended that in order to 
provide for the nioie extensive employment of Indians in offices reserved 
for the Covenanted Civil Service, the following should he excluded from 
the list of resolved appointments for that seivice: — 

(7) Cnder-Secretaries to the several Governments in India. 

(2) One-third of District and Sessions Judges. 

(.‘i) One-tenth of Magistrates of districts, Collectors of Revenue. 

(4) One-sixth of Joint Magistiates and Deputy Collectors and 
Assistant Collectors. 

(») One Member of the Hoard of Revenue. 

((>) One Secretary to the Hoard of Revenue. 

(7i One Chief Revenue Office! of Division (Commissioner). 

(h) A statement of the percentage of superior ]>osts is laid on the 
table. The infer ioi appointments were not listed but they were amal- 
gamated with the grades of deputy magistiates. 

(r) ( i ) and (it) A statement is laid on the talde. It is understood 
that by “ independent charges of districts. ” the question intends to 
exclude the apiKiintments of Additional District Magistrate or Judge. 

Statement referred to in the ansuvi to clause (//) of starred 



question No. XIj VI. 



Ptntnton ClTlI 

Lifted 


HcrritnU. 

o(Il< er#. 


lVr vent. 

Per vent. 

(0 

lat January, It* 13 ... ... 1 

8 6 

(•■•■) 

1 Ht January, 1 9 1 H ... ... — 

11 

(m) 

1st January, 1 1* 2 2 ... ... — 

4 

12 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (c) ( i ) and (ii) of starred 
q ues 1 1 on No. XL I V. 


Htatviohy Ciyii. stKYAM-* Listed omnns. 




Total. 

Number 
holding 
. Itidppeu- 
' dent | 
' charge. 

Ter cent 

Total. 

1 

I Number 
holding 
indepen- 
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charge 

, l*er cent. 

1st January, 1 005 


8 

6 

76 

3 

; 

3 

i 

100 

1st January, 1010 


3 

2 

66 

6 

5 

83 

lit January, 1915 

... 

1 

1 

100 

8 

6 

75 * 

1st January, 1920 

... 

i 

! 

i 


l 

12 j 

8 

66 


1922 .] 


QUESTIONS. 

Relief for distress in oertain localities. 


299 


•XLVII. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member hi charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue 1 * be 
plea-sed to lay on the table a statement showing the total amounts spent 
during the last fi\e years for relief of distress on the following 
occasions : — 

(i) eyelone and flood in the district, of Dacca ; 

(it) Daniodui flood in lturdwau; 

(in) famine in the Khulna district, and 
(tr) floods in the distnct ot Hajshahi Y 

Mr. M. C. McALPIN : A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred tn in the reply t > starred question Xo. Xh VII, $how 
ing the amounts spent daring the years 191 7 to 19H1 for relief of 
distress in certain districts. 


Sum*' ef 
t'l*< n> t 


e»> ion. 


Flood. 


nntrw. 


Utitdwa ii 


Khulna 


Haj*h*hl 


From Mate fund* 



IU 


lU. 

\ Sfr i* tiKunti !o.n* — 


Agricultural a id lain! 


Iu nmn- \ 

8. 17.040 

lai;>n>v<*looeit lo^n* 


111 

31 .ft, 



Orali'luui. n J S*f f , !«*» on 


(ir.tuitou. relief 

i.i>*»e 

Ml<'* of rice ami i loth 




Ht low (>rln*». 




art », tic 

SM.PtS 





Agricultural loan* 

111. Mil* 



(Jratulto.i* r«li f 

a. ><*t 



Agricultural loati*-— 




In MHHi* 

17 I1“" 



In money 

3 27 fci4 



, Oratullou. relief 

S.IMW* 


Uratulto it* 
n I. -f . 
Auiicultu 
ral loan* 


Ha. 
1 3, 07? 


• TU*-a«> nr** allotm-ou aa&»:Uoo»l. Figure. about amount. .pent out rnallljr arallahla. 


North Bevtgftl flood. 

•XLVII I. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in chaige of the Dejxntmenl of Revenue fEand Revenue) l>e 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the amount of money 
collected by the Commissioner of the Rajshahi division for affording 
relief in the affected areas ? 
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(b) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the coiiespomlence that passed between the Government, the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahi division and the Collectors of Bogra, Raj- 
shahi, and Raima, about the extent and intensity of the floods, and the 
measures to be taken for relief? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce or the European 
Association appjoaehed Jlis Excellency the Governor with a request 
that funds should l>e opened for relief in the affected areas? 

(d) If so, what was the reply of the Government thereto? 

(c) Will the llon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
is any record of the action taken in the past by the district authorities 
in any district in the Rajshahi division to let out the water caused by the 
flood by cutting an opening in district Imard mad or a railway line? 

(!) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble the 
Member he pleased to state the occasion and cii cumstanees of such 
action. 

Mr. M. C. McALPIN: (,/) The con 1 1 ibut ions received by the Com- 
missioner up to the ISth November, Iff 22, towards the Rajshahi Divi- 
sional Flood Relief Fund amounted to Rs. 22,f>bo. 

(b) Copies of the latest full rejwirts of the ( ’olleetoi s concerned 
and of the Commissioner’s review thereon are placed on the Library 
table. 

(r) The reply is in the negative. 

( (l ) In view of answer to question (c) alxive, this does not arise. 

(c) and (/) No information on the subject is available. 


Greaves Committee report. 

•XLIX. 8HAH 8YE6 EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the IIou’Me 
the Member in ehaige of the Appointment Depaitmcnt he pleased to 
state whether the Government have rtyreived the repjrt of the Greaves 
Committee uppunted under Resolution No. (1287 A., dated the lffth 
August , lff21 ? 

(b) If so, when is it intended to publish the report? 

(r) When is it proponed to give effect to the scheme, if any, recom- 
mended by the said Committee? 

(</) Will it l»e necessary to get the sanction of the Government of 
India to the scheme enunciated in the rejxirt ? 

(e) What will he the approximate recurring and annual cost involved 
in the scheme recommended by the said Committee? 

(f) Is the Hon’ bio the Member in a position to give any information 
as to when judicial functions will be separated from executive functions 
in Bengal? 



1922.] 


QUESTIONS. 


801 


The Hon’bte Mr. H. L. STEPHEN80N: (a) Yes. 

(6) Government have decided to publish the re {no t at an early 
date. 

(c) It has not yet been decided whether effect can he given to the 
scheme, and no action is likely to he taken till the Retrenchment (Com- 
mittee has reported. 

(</) If the scheme is adopted it might he necessary to ask the Govern- 
raent of India to undertake legislative amendments and also to sanc- 
tion the nl>olition and creation of ceitain posts. 

(t ) The estimate of cost flamed hy the ( <>mmittec is at present 
being examined, and Government uie not yet in a position to say what 
the cost would Ik\ 

(/) No. 

Arrests for pioketing of foreign doth in Pabn* and 8iraJganJ. 

*L. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the llon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Political Dejwi tment Ik* pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of jhusoiis engaged in the picketing of foreign 
cloths who have been ariested in the Pubnu-Sadur and Siruj- 
gaii] subdivisions sinee 17th November, 1!I21 ; 

(n) the number of pel sons who have been released without con- 
v iction ; and 

{m) the number of jhmsous who have been convicted, ui each of 
those two subdivisions, stating the (barges on which they 
were so confuted and the different kinds of punishment 
inflicted ? 

(b) If thev have been sentenced for picketing, will the Hnn’blo the 
Member be pleased to state when, and under what law, was it de< lured 
unlawful ? 

(r) Will the Ilon’ble the Memhei Ik* pleased to state whether any 
of them were arrested oil complaint from any private jH*rson Y 

(ft) If so, how many of them were so arrested and what was the 
nature of those complaints '1 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Mr. H. L. 8tephenson): (//) to id) The information is not readily avail- 
able, and Government consider that no useful purpose would l>e served 
by the compilation of such^a statement. 

Gandhi caps. 

•LI. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the lion ’hie the 
Member in charge of the Political Detriment be pleaaed to state 
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whether there are any restrictions imposed or prohibitory orders issued 
by the Government regarding the wearing of Gandhi caps? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
person has Wen convicted in the Presidency of Bengal for wearing a 
Gandhi cap? 

(r) If so, will the [lon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(/) the number of persons convicted ; 

( n) flu* time and the places of their conviction; 

{in) tin 4 period of their conviction; and 

(tr) the officers b\ whom they were so convicted? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) No. 

(b) No. 

(c) J)oes not arise. 


Midnapore partition. 

•LI I. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in ch.iige of the Political Dcpaitment l n» pleaded to state 
whether the Go\einmeut pro} io.se gmng up the si heme oi partitioning 
the distiict of Midnapoie m pursuance of the icsolution passed b\ the 
Bengal Eegislatne Council? 

(h) If not. will the llon’ble the Momher be pleas'd to state — 

(/) the progress made as yet legardmg tin 4 said partition scheme; 
and 

(n) tlic contemplated piogiess of the scheme during the financial 
peal’s of l!l<!2>2fUand llfd-t-LM, ies|>ectiveU ? 

{(') Will the llon'ble the Member In* pleased to state — 

(i) when it is pro|M>sed formally p> ojx»n the district; 

(//) the cost inclined as yet on the said partition scheme; and 

(nt) the manner in which the buildings constructed at the head- 
(juaiteis of the proposed district are to be utilised till the 
district is open ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N; (a) The scheme has not 
Wen abandoned but postponed for the reasons already explained to the 
Council. 

(b) {i) A new subdivision has been o|ieued at Jhargram and many 
of the principal buildings at llijli have been constructed or partial^ 
completed. 

(u ) No further progress is contemplated at present. 
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(<?) (i) No date has been fixed. 

(it) The total expenditure for luml and buildings at Hijli and the 
subdivisions is IK 10,41,197. 

(tti) This question is under consideration. 


Settlement buildings at Bankura. 

♦Llll. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (o') Will the Hon hie the 

Mein U* r in charge of the Department of Re\emie (Land Revenue) he 
pleased to state the cost of the buildings elected for the survey and 
settlement ojieiations at Bankura';' 

( f >) Is it a fact that these buildings are fitted with electric lights 
and fans ? 

(c) If so, what was the cost incut red on the electrical fittings in 
those buildings 'i 

(<i) Mill the Ilon'ble the Memhei he pleased to state whether there 
are any other settlement buildings m any district which have got 
electrical fittings ‘r 

(* > It the answer to ah is in tin* negative, will the 1 1 on' hie the 
Member he pleased to state the leasons foi this singular treatment? 

(/t Is it a fii< t that the town of Bankuia oi nn\ othei hmldings m 
that town are not pmvided with elettncal fittings? 

(//) Will the Hon'hlc the Memhei he pleased to state how the 
Government piopose to utilise those settlement buildings at Jiankura 
when tlio settlement opeiations aie over!" 

Mr. M. C. McALPIN : ( <t ) \ ei mu ulai oth< e alid leioid loom — 
IK l,l7,9fi(), 1'iess — IN ‘JO. 110, Rower- house -Its 1,100; (mhIowus -- 
Its. 1,042. Total — Its 1.40.212. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The ci >st was IK 9.723 

(d) Then* is an electric installation at Berhamjmre used ns the head- 
quarters office of tin* Nadia-Muishidabnd-llirbhum settlements 

(c) The question does not anse. 

(/) Then* is no anungement foi the supph of electiic light to the 
town of Bankura. hut Ksides the settlement buildings there are others 
provided with electric fittings, i.c., the Mission College and House, the 
Dutta K)dge and the resident e of the District and Sessions Judge*. 

( y ) The matter is under the consideration of Government and no 
final decision has Ken arrived at as yet. 

Non-co-operation prisoners in Pabna and Sirajganj Jails. 

•UV. SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ: Oi } Will the Ilon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
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lay on the table a statement showing respectively for the Pabna and 
Sirajganj jails — 

(i) the number of special class prisoners who have suffered from 

diseases such as small-pox, influenza and typhoid; 

(ii) the names of the non-co-ojauation piisoners who are still there; 
(iit) the names of those non-co-ojieratioii prisoners who are still in 

these jails with the names of diseases they are suffering from; 
and 

(iv) the names of such prisoners on whom disciplinary punishments 
have been inflicted and t he nature of such punishments since 
December last? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) (?) No social class 
prisoners in these jails have suffered from such diseases. 

(n) There are four such piisoners only in the Palma jail. It is 
not in the public inteicst to publish their names. 

(m) They an* not suffering from any disease. 

(tr) It is not in tin* public interest that the names of those guilty 
of infractions of prison discipline and the punishments awarded to them 
should !>e published. 


Assault on one Jatindra Nath Dh&ri by 8hampukur than a police. 

•LV. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: <??) Will the lion’hle 
the Member in eliaige of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to the facts 
of tin* case in which two constables named Sew Pujan Singh and Siti. 
ram Pander of the Shampukur tbana of the Calcutta police were 
dunged with having caused “ unnecessary violence” to one Jatindra 
Nath Dbnn and which was disposed of by Mi. J. N. Sircar, Fourth 
Piesidency Magistrate, on the 2fith OcHoIhm*, 10*22? 

(h) What notice, if any, has the Commissioner of Police taken 
of the conduct of iiis{M»ctor M. N. Pandit of the Shampukur tbana, 
whose V solicitude w f as not for seeing that justice was done but to save 
the culputs ” according to the finding of the learned Magistrate? 

(r) Whether any attempt has up to now been made to find out 
the constables (other than Sew Pujan Singh and Sitaranu 
Pandeyl who had gone out of the thana, at the time of the alleged 
occurrence? 

(r/\ If so. what measures have been ado]»ted against them? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
stejvs for an enhancement of the sentences passed on constables Sew 
Pujan Singh and Sitaram Pandei ? 
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MEMBER if) 0 harge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bto 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): («) Yw. 

(M The inspector has been susjHMided and proceedings have been 
drawn up against him. 

(t) and (d) The Deputy Commissioner, Noith District, inquired 
into the matter hut only two constables were identified before him. 
Further inquiry is being 1 made. 

(c) The question is under consideration. 


8uresh Chandra 8 an Gupta. 

•LVI. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: «,) Will the Hon’ble the 
Meml>er in cliaige of the Political Department be pleased to state whethei 
it is a fact — 

(/) that out* Suresh Chandra Sen Gupta was convicted under sec- 
tion 39fi, Indian Penal Code, in the year 1911 and was sen- 
tenced to trans|Mutation for life; 

(ti) whethei the said political pnsonei was in the Andamans till 
Febmarv. 1919. and m that month was brought to Madias 
and confined in a jail theie ; 

On) that he has earned a remission of thiee veais of his sentence 
by his good londuct and on account of the Coronation (('le- 
mony ; 

(tv) that the said prisoner has served out his full term of sentence 
including the jsuiod of his remission; 

(r) that thiee months moie have' elapsed since his soiling the 
full term of his sentence but that he is still m jail then*; 

(ri) whether the jail uuthoiities of the Madras Presidency wrole 
to the (io\ernment of Deng.il requesting his release? 

(h) Will the Hoifble the Memlier be ])leased to state wliat steps, 
if any. have been taken in tin* matter and what is the cause of this 
delay, if nnv, and who is resjxmsible for such delay ? 

(c) What steps, if ariy, are the (iovernnient taking to punish the 
officer res[K)tmible for this delay and to prevent a murreme in future 1. 

The Hon* We Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: m) m Yes 

(ti) Y r es. 

(hi) lie has earned over three years total remissions. 

• Or) and (r) He has not served out the full term of his sentence 
but only 14 years including remissions. 

(ri) The Government of Madras have in the usual course inquired 
whether he should be released under the rule according to which the 
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question of releasing* a convict is considered after the imprisonment 
undergone, including remissions, amounts to 14 years. 

(h) and (r) The question has been considered and it lias been 
decided that he should not l>e released at present. 


Case of one Faizuddin 8heikh, 

•LVII. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in chaige of the Judicial Department lx* pleased to state 
whethei it is a fact — 

(/) that the trial of one Faizuddin Sheikh of (’liar Manikdi, police- 
station Sujanagar, distuct Palma, commenced lndoie the 
Additional Sessions Judge of Pa bun under sections 302 and 
300, Indian Penal ('ode, on the 4th July, and concluded on 
the 8th J uly last ; 

(i/i that he was committed to the sessions on the charge of murder- 
ing his wite, a son and a daughtei b\ cutting their throats 
with a fickle and with attempt to commit suicide b\ cut- 
ting liis own thioat with the same weapon on Kith March 
last ; and 

(m) that the accused was lying on the same hod with his son and 
daughter killed h\ him, and that the dead body of the 
wife with her throat cut was found on a pat li wav at a 
distance of about 30 cubits from the house of the accused? 

<M Will the llon’ble tin* Member be pleased to state whether the 
accused while he was in the Palma hospital made a confession? 

( r) If mi, w ill the Hoii’tde the Member be pleased to lay a copy 
of the said confession on the table? 

{( 1 ) Is it a fact that the jmv in tips ease returned a unanimous 

verdict of “ not guilty ” in fn\our of the accused but that the Addi- 

tional Sessions Judge disagreeing with the verdict of the jury referred 
the ease to the High Court ? 

( < > Is it* also a fact that the High Couit has dis|x>sed of the refer- 
ence made h\ the Additional Judge of Pabna on the 23rd August, 1922, 

convicting the net used and sentencing him to transportation for life 
but that their Foidships have directed that the proceedings and a copy 
of the judgment be forwarded to TIis Excellency the (t over nor so that 
the case might W dealt with in such a way as Ills Excellency might 
think fit? 

l /'i Will the llon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether His 
Excellency lias been pleased to take any action on the recommendation 
of the High Court? 
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(ijr) If ao, what action, if anv, has been taken in this matter? 

(It) Will the Hou'ble the Member 1*» pleased to lay a copy of the 
judgment of the Hon'ble the High Point along with the recommendation 
made by the Hon'ble the .lodges on the table? 

O') W ill the Hon’hle the Mrmlier also be pleased to lay on the 
table a cop} of the judgment passed in this ease by the Additional 
Sessions Judge of Palma and the gi minds of reference to the High 
Court ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
8ir Abd-ur- Rahim): <o) (t) Yes. 

(u) He was committed foi teial on the chaigo of murdering Ins 
wife, son and daughter. 

(in) Yes, 

Yes. 

(r), (h) ami (M Government do not pnijsise to lay on the table 
the copses of these do< aments as the\ aie available to the public in 
the usual inn fiom the eouits comeined 

( (I) and le) Yes. 

\f) and ( // l thdeis have issued to the I iispei tut -( lelieral ot PiisoUs 
to keep the pitsoner umbu niedn al obseivution fm one war. f ilial 
oideis will he passed on the leeeipt of the ie|M»r* of the luspertoi- 

General. 


Case of one Faizuddin 8heikh. 

•LVIII. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: no Will the Hon’ble 
the Melllbei in c bulge of tlie Polnr Depal tment he pleased to -Jail’ 
Vi bethel it is a fait that a du\ 01 tun beioie the lniiidei. in sjn(<* (( f 
his best efloits, Kaizuddm Sheikh of Chai Mmikdi. pcdue-stal mu 
S u jan.igai . Sadai subdivision, Palma, could not piovide li's familv wsih 
food and that m ronsrquenre the whole familv had to staive and that 
getting no help oi relief fiom an\ quarter w hatsoevci , the man 
imndered his wife, sot) and a daughtej ? 

th\ Was an\ polo e imjuirv made so as to aseeitain tlie causes 
which led to these minders? 

(r) If so, will the* Hon’hle the* Membm lie pleased to htv on tin- 
fable a enpv of the fniliee repoit with the dcjiosif ions taken m the 
course of the inquire together with a list of the witnesses examined** 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (n) to (r) Government 
have no information bevond that on the record of tlie criminal case 
which does not War out the allegations in the question. 
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•LIX. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: («) Will the Hon’bie 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether there are any rules regarding the recognition of societies both 
political and social by the Government? 

( b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of those rules? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle the Member Ik* pleased to state the authori- 
ties bv whom and the manner in which such recognition is made by the 
Government and to whom ap]>eal may l>e made in the case of a refusal? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the runnier and the names of the societies, both 
political and social, at present recognised by the Government and the 
places at which they are located? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) There are no rules on 
the subject. The general principle is to recognise societies which may 
usefully l>e nonsuited on matters of general interest. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(r) Recognition is accorded by Government in the Political Depart- 
ment and there is no appeal in the case- of a refusal. 

(d) A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Case of one Ladoo 8ingh. 

•LX. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With reference to the 
answer to starred question No. XI /VI put bv Palm Kishori Median 
rhaudhuri on the f>th July, 11)2*2, will the Hon’hle the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (.Tails) lie pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that after the filing of the appeal preferred from 
Jail by Ladoo Singh and others, the Jail Superintendent of Palma did 
not send any information to the Additional Sessions Judge of Palma 
under the Jail Code in order to learn the result of apjieal of the said 
prisoners ? 

(h\ If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the ITon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that the rules provide 
that it is the duty of the Jail Superintendent to inquire about the results 
of an up]>eal preferred from jail? 

(r) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to state why it was 
held that the Superintendent and the Jailors of the Pabna and Rajshahi 
Jails were not responsible? 
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[d) Are the (Government considering the desirability of awarding 
some money compensation to Ladoo Singh for ins detention in jail for 
over 8 months!'' If not, why not:' 

(e) Are the (Government also considering tin* desirability of taking 
earl\ steps to prevent a recurrent e of Mich incidents in future Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: \a) No 1 iiij 11 1 1 \ was made 
by the Jail Superintendent of Raima 

lb) Yes. 

( r ) In so fai as their sulwu dmatcs did not carry out tlieir duties 
the Superintendents wcie ultimatelv jesponsible 1 he Mibmdmate stylf 
of both jails ha\e been warned and. as ptevjowsK intimated, an assis- 
tant jailor has l>een rcnio\ed ftoui (io\ eminent .sen n e 

(fh The question will be lonsideied 

( ( 1 The necess;jr\ oideis ha\e been issued 


Prisoners of Pragporo-Khalilpore daooity case. 

•LX I. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA : <<n Will the Hon lde 

the MemU*r m < barge of the l’olitnal Department he pleased to state 
w het he! hshitish (handia Sans.il, Ashutosh Eaiiin and 1 ham hliusan 
Ro\ w ei e ( on \ n ted in what is known as t he Riagpoie-K hal 1 1 pole da< oit \ 
case under the same < haiges sc\eial \eais ago and sctiteioed to similai 
terms of l m [ >i ison men t and that Hshitish < handia Sansnl and Ashutosh 
Eahin ha\e aliead\ heen icleased and 1‘hamhhusan is still detained m 
•lull? 

I ft } Will the Honlde the Membei l*e pleased to state what addi- 
tional offence has been committed h\ Elia nibhusun Ro\ duimg his jail 
life to merit this differential treatment:' 

( f A Is it a fact that the order of release of Hshitish ( handia San\al 
was issued h\ (iovernment on the lOtli August last, imt l.e w is sutuallv 
I ('leased fill the 8th Septemlwu ? 

i (1 ) If so, what uasthedelav due tor' 

, ,.i !«. it a fait that one Suro-li Chandra Sen tiupta t m.« < <>n(i n«*fl 

in tho Mail ran IVmt.-htian who was foniirtod undor w<1-nn Wi on 

Mth August, mil. has already served hi. full term, hut no <o<1ei of 
release has yet lreen issued l.v tin- Coyer irlirent ? If *•>. «hv? 

<f\ Will the Tfott'hle the Member !«• |.K-a«.<l to slat.' whether tin- 

Government has re'ei ved any c:omnrunieation on t lie subject from tin* 

Madras jail authorities? 


21 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) No additional offence has been committed by him during h: 
jail life. 

(c) Yes. 

id) The convict was in a jail in the Bombay Presidency and tl 
intcival was due to ai rangements to l>e made for his transfer to tli 
A 1 1 j x ) i e Jail for release. 

(c) and (j) No; lie has not served his lull term which was imprisoi 
incut ior life. Ilf* has served 14 \ears of his sentence including remi: 
simis f l he (loMMimiciit of Madras made tin* nnjuiry wliich is pn 
si nbcd m t 1 ms case of prisoner* in Indian jails at the end of the fou 1 
tocntli vear of sentence, whether ibis t i<>\ ernineut was prepared t 
1 'dense him and the (io\einmcnt of Bengal have decided that the remil 
sion of the remainder of the sentence at piesent would not lx* justifiec 


Assault on one Jatindra Nath Dhari by two constables of Sham- 
pukur thana. 

*LX 1 1. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA : Will the Uon’bl 

the Memhei in charge of the Police J )epai t men T be pleased to state 

t/i w lad her it is a fact that two constables, viz,, Sew Puian Sing 
and Sitaiam Pamle\ of the Sbampukur thana. (’alcutta, lui\ 
lately been convii ted bv the Fourth Presnlenev Magistrut 
for assmilting one Jatindra Nath Dhari, 

(it) whether it is also a fact that the said Magistrate remaiked i 
his judgment that “ a most brutal and cowardly assault ” \va 
committed b\*them on the said Jatindra Nath Dhan; 

(in) whether it is also a fact that the said Magistrate punished Sita 
ram with three months’ rigorous imprisonment and Set 
Pujan w ith a fine of Its. At) ? 

( b) Will the lion ble tin* Memltor lx* pleased to state wliether it i 
a fact tliat when the complainant was down on the ground the eonstabl 
Sitaranw stood on the stomach of the complainant and turned roum 
trampling him wit h the result that the complainant became uneonsciou 
and had prola|>se of the anus? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking stop 
for the enhancement of the sentences passed on the accused? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) (i) Yes. 

(») Yes. 

(it*) Yes. 
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(b) The Court found that this was so. Inference is invited to the 
judgment a copy of which has been laid on the Library table. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 


Visit of flooded area in North Bengal by high officials, 

•LXIII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’hlo the 
Member in charge of the Depaitment of lte\euue (Land Ke\enue'i l>e 
pleased to state — 

(ii the date when In* came to know of tin* gloat flood m North 
Hen gal and the extent of mischief done, and 
( n ) who unionist t li«* high ofh< nils of the ( to\ eminent Mstted the 
w liole area affected and how long ea» h of them remained in 
the localities to ;im eMimi first-hand, the natuie’ and extent 
of t he 1 elief needed v 

Mr. M. C. McALPIN : (M I he lloti'ble the Member 111 (haige came 
to know of tin* floods on the 2Sth September lioin fhat dale onwaids 
( to\ eminent teieued felegi nphu mfoimatnm of tin* extent of damage 
done i ml it is im]K»ssible to gi\ * ,»n\ spec die date on whnh it Inn ante 
known 

(it) Tin* eoiiiprehens»\e dut s mentioned in fhe i* »li ate ]>er- 

formed h\ tin* hieal officers of ( : o\ **rti nienf who wen* on the mj K> t 
1 ont unnnish f?om the first d.i\ of the flnuds The Hoh'blo tin Minister 
m rhaige of Local »o\ et n m»*nt and the Ifon'ble lln* Memi»ei m 

charge both \ isited tin* area The\ ea< h remained then* for a dav on 
the St h and ftt h ( 1< toliei , re-jiec 1 1 \ el v 


Investigating staff and Deputy Commissioners of Polioe in oharge of 

districts. 

•LXIV. Mr. BM0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Meml>er in charge of the Police J)ej»urt merit 1 m* pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the output s\sfem m Calcutta was originally 
created after the model of the London Police to give relief to the inves- 
tigating officers b\ transferring the wotk of the [**tty arid miscellaneous 
cases to the sergeants in charge of the outposts? 

( h ) Is it a fact that the jsdue reports show that the largest number 
*>f instances of detection of crimes are due to the excellent work done 
by the Criminal Investigation Dejiartmenf under a special Deputy Com- 
miitioner with Scotland Yard training and not by the ordinary police of 
the North And South diitricti of the city ? 

21 A 
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(c) Are the Government considering the desirability — 

(/) of, transferring the investigation of serious crime such as day- 
light robberies, heavy burglaries, bank forgeries, etc., to the 
central investigating staff in charge of the Investigation 
Department as in London, and 

( ti ) of reducing the number of Deputy (Commissioners in chaige ol 
the districts after transfer] ing iheir works to resjKmsible and 
exjierienccd Assistant Commissioners Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: ( a) Tin* reorganization of 

which was modelled on the ai langements in force in tilt' London 
Police included the separation of the investigating and jiatrol staff. The 
| m d 1 c( * aiea of Calcutta was dmded into sett ions tor the purposes of the 
control and inxcstigatiori ol enme and each set lion divided into two 
sub-sections 111 charge of a seigeant for fiie purposes of patrol 

(h) The Detect i \ e Depaitment was placed undei a whole-time Dignity 
Commissioner m 1 D 1 (» ()nt‘ ol its turn lions is to help the section police 

111 inxest igat mg eases 111 which assist.Mue of the <ential deteefixe staff 
is desiiahle. It is a fact that the detection ot crime is ihereln facili- 
tated. 

(c) (/) The Detective Department at present takes over and inves- 
tigates such cases. 

( n ) Goxernment are not considering this 

V. 

Serious crimes in rural areas. 

*LXV. Rai LALIT MJDHAN SINCH ROY Bahadur: <„» Will the 

Hon’ble the Meinlier 111 chaige of the Police Depal t ment lx* pleased to 
state whether the numlier of daemties. burglaries and minders haxe 
1 uncased m the rural aieas ot Bengal* w it Inn the last six months v 

( t D If so, wall the Ilon’lde tin* Member lie pleased to state what *de|*s 
if inn , haxe been taken to check them!" 

yc) Are the Government eoiisidenng the desirability of ojmung 
police outjxists in those areas where the mnnlier of serious ei lines -uch as 
daeoi t les , etc , have increased ami xx here it is not jiossihle for the 
central jxdice-station to render help on account of distance v 

{il) Haxe the Government anx idea of tile probable approximate cost 
of ojiennig and maintaining an outpost Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L STEPHENSON: (u) Dunng the six months 
ending September, 1 D 22 , tiieie xvere more murders and burglaries and 
fewer dacoities than in the preceding six months. 
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(b) and (r) No. Attention is invited to the answer given to (b) of 
11 n starred question No. 143 during the July Session of the C'ouneil tins 
year. 

id) The cost of maintaining an nxenqre out|K»sl is Hs. -i*\700 a \ear 
excluding the cost of accommodation. 

Assault on one Jatindra Nath Dhari by two constables of 
Shampukur thana. 

•LXVI. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: w'i 11a. the attention of 
tin 1 Hon’hle the Memi>er m chaise of the 1‘olue Department lx*eu drawn 
to the judgment of Mr J. N Smai, louitli Pie. idem \ Magistrate of 
Calcutta, m the case of Crown 'c-.wi,' Sew Puian Sliiirli and Sitamm 
Paiidex . two eon. table, el Shampukur thana. which wa. disjn»se<l of on 
or about 'Jtith ( )< tober . 1!CV V 

< // i Will the llon’hle the Metnbei be pleaded tn lax a eopx of the 
judgment on the table v 

(« i If it a hut that the -aid a< < u.ed h.i\e both hern eolixnted fot 
as.ault upon one Jahndla Nath 1)1. all win* Wa. draj/ired out ot a shop 
.tat k- nahe<l Hi the middle « * 1 Shaiiihuzar Stieet ill luoad daxhjjht with his 
hand, tied behind hi. ha< k ' 

t d i 1 vi it ,i ja<t that the 1i\injj Majji.tiate ha. held that at eu.ed 
NO 'J. ^Matalii l*ande\ . stood on the .tonnu h ot the said .latindta Nath 
I >han ami turned i on nd . t r a tn pi i n ^ him when he w a. down oh t lie omul ^ 

( ( i I v it a ta<i that the 1 1 \ mp Ma^M i ate ha- niftr til hi rerun! ked hi 
hi. iudement that the conduit ot the at • u.ed wa. di.^riaiefui and the 
i onduet of the othcei m charge of tin* llninn wa- still mote so, that 
that oflner could not h.\e helped seemjjr what had hap|»enetl and that 
hi. .ole nude wa. not Iot .wnjf that justice was done but ioi saxinj.f 
and .budding the eulpi it. v 

(f\ What is < lie name and standing of the said ollieet in ihat^e and 
wliat ale his antecedents w hile hi .ei\iee v 

(if) Was the said ofli< et in • har^e evei punished depai t mentally " 
If so, how, when, and for what oflemes'" 

( // ) What action, if an\. are tlu* ( i<»\ eminent taking against the 
stud officer on the judicial finding, of the trxniff Magistrate'' 

( ? ) Is that officer .till m t liaise of the Shampukur thana v 
(j) Are the (roxernment considering tlu- desirability of calling for 
the records of flu* rim* and of nioMiip the H i trh Court for an enhaiue- 
ment of the sentence '? 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : do Yes. 

( b) A copy of the judgment is laid on the lain an table. 



314 


QUESTIONS. 


[27th Nov. 


if) to (r) Yes. 

(/) and (<j) Monohar Nath Pandit, officiating inspector. He waa 
ap|*>inted to the police in 1898. Him record contains several punish- 
ments as well as commendations. 

(h) and ( i ) He has been suspended pending disjiosal of the proceed- 
ings drawn up against him. 

(j) Government have called for and received the record of the case. 
The matter is under consideration. 


Mr. Biss’s 8cheme for Primary Education. 

•LX VII. Mr. H. A. STARK : Will the Ilon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education l>e pleased to state when it is 
proposed to bring into ojs»ration Mr. Biss's Scheme for Primary Educa- 
tion in Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P, C. Mitter)l ( lovernment have not \et accepted 
Mr Biss’s Scheme for Pnman Education The\ propo.se to introduce 
it in certain limited aicas as an e\jM*rmcntal nieasuic with a view to 
ascertain how lai it will meet the need-. <>} the pmvnnc Projrosals for 
the purpose arc under examination. 

Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Slaughter of cows. 

106. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY* (n) Has the attention of 
the lion hie the Meml>er m charge ol the Police Department t*»en drawn 
to thi* notification dated the 31st May, 1322, of the Oovernment of the 
Central Piovimes, under whuh the slaughter of pregnant cows, milch- 
cows and calves has been prohibited m the said province? 

(It) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
similar notification for tins province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: \a) Yes 

(b) No. 


English teachers and inspecting officers. 

107. Babu HEM CHANDRA BH ATTACHARJI : (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 

(*) the number of posts for teachers and sub-inspectors, respec- 
tively, in the scale of Rs. 75 — 5 — 200; and 
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0*) the number of post# tor teac hing and inspecting oilmen*. res- 
pectively, in the M ale of Us. 150 -10 -250? 

ib) Is the same percentage rule observed as regards teachers aiul 

inspecting staff in the scale of Us. 150 10 ^5() ? 

ic) If not, are the (ioxernment coiistdenng the desirabditx of rais- 
ing the percentage of English teachers m the scale of Us. 150 10-250 

so as to make Qie same equal to that of the inserting oilmeis? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. P. c. MUTER: <<n <M Theie ate 50't teaching 
and 2tW msjieeting posts m the Us 75 /> *„MMI scale 

tn) Iheie tire ;>4 teaihmg and 01 nisj»eeting posts m the 
Us. 150 —10 — 250 scale 

t b ' I he posts m the Us lot) 10 2o0 scale were not (list nbuted 

between the teat lung and inspe, ting branches on tin* basis oi an\ j*ei- 
(entage 1 ule I he j>os1s uele i tented to meet the actual t eq tut etncnt s 
ol the department The teaching j*>sts tin luded in this, male wen* 
cienled tor assistant headmasteis and assistant in ndluist i esses of high 
and normal s< hools, foj snoot labotatoi\ ass, slants m colh'ges ami foj 
head m i st i esses uf \eimmul.ii (taming schools fn women 'Iheie ate 
>4 sin li otlncls '! he inspecting post* im hided 1J| this stale* Uric 
dented for siibdix isional insjintois of s< liools Theie ate* 01 such 
ofiic ers 

id Tills d nos not anse 


Assistant headmasters of Government high schools. 

108. Babu HEM CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJI : , ,/ » Will the 

Tlon’ble the Minister in charge* of the* I )»*pat I men! of Kdu< atom be 
pleased to state* w lief Imt theie .nr an\ Titles f<»? guidance* in the* mailer 
of the apjHmitment of the assistant headmasters of ( iox eminent high 
sc lends ? 

t b ) If so. will tin* HonTde tin* Minister 1 m* pleased to la\ a < op\ 
of the same on the table? 

f ( ) If not, are t lit* ( iox et nment considering the des labilitx of flam- 
ing any such rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: In), ib) and Ir) 1 lime ate no 
sjieeific rub's at present, but the matter is n«*eiving ron*nler.t1 ion 

Bericultural farm at Bogra. 

109. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CH AUDHURI : 

yrm the ITon'ble tin* Minister »n < harge of the Department of Agin ul- 
ture and Industries lie pleased to state - 

(a) when a Serieult^ra] farm was established at Ilngta, 

(b) when the farm was abolished; 
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(r) what were the initial and other expenses from the starting of 
the farm to its abolition ; 

(d) why the farm was abolished ; 

( c) whether Government have again started a farm ; 

(/) whether it is the intention of Government to make the new 
farm as important as the first established farm; and 
(//) whether Government are considering the desirability of apjioint- 
ing visitors for the farm from some of the local gentlemen 
who are likely to take an interest in the farm? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRICUL- 
TURE AND INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan): (a) In the year 1913 

(h) In the year 1918. 

(r) The initial cost of constructing the Hogra nursery including the 
cost of acquisition of land was Rs. 4,22b. The exjHOidit ure on account 
of establishment and other reclining charges amounted approximately 
to Rs. 5,f)f>0 a year. 

(d) Owing to the decline of the silk mdustiv m Hogra t lu k seed 
industry had also depai ted tiom tin* distiiet arid the pin chasers of seed- 
cocoons from Malda and Murshidabad began to take their supply from 
Rirblium. Tin* nuisen had ne\ei been a sun ess and it cost a great 
deal for mamteimnce owing to the j>ooi soil and high labour lates m 
the district. 

(cl Gmeriinient hate decided to utilise the land on which the 
Kericulturnl nursery at llogra had formerly stood for mill hern cultiva- 
tion 

(J) The success of the scheme will also depend on the amount of 
local enthusiasm. As a test mulberry cuttings will l>o supplied only 
to those persons who 1m vb prepared their land for the purpose. 

( //) The answer is in the negative. 

Postponement of settlement operations in the district of Bogra. 

110., Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Is the Ilon’ble the 
Meml>er fn charge of the Department of Revenue ( Land Revenue) con- 
sidering the desirability of. keeping the settlement operations in abey- 
ance for the present in the district of Hogra recently a fleeted bv the 
flood ? 

The Hon’ble the M AH A RA«IA DH I RAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The member is referred to the reply to un starred question 
No. 73 put by Khan Bahadur Muulvi Hafizar Rahman Chaudhuri at this 
session. 
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Pay and prospects of teachers in private schools. 

m« Rai PYARI LAL D0S8 Bahadur, (,D \\ ill tin* Hon’lilo (W 

Minister in c-harpe of tin- Department of Education Do plea-, si to state 
how many — 

(») unaided private schools, 

(ii) Government schools, and 

( in) Government aided private schools. there are m the Presidency 
of Bengal ? 

( b) Is the Hon hie the Minister aware that most oj tin* leathers m 
private schools are ill-puid? 

I r i Is the Hon’ble the Minister await* that then* aie constant i halites 
in the teaching staff of private schools? 

id) An* the Government considering tin* desnahil it \ of rmpiovmg 
flit* pay and prospects of teuchcis in private schools'* 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: <./) .n rmnded private st'hool s 
(>,Th!). (in Go\ei nment schools *tS*t . and on) Aided schools 1,170 

if>) Yes. 

( < i The answer is m the negative 

id) The pax and prospct t s of teadicisin st hooK aided hv Government 
have U*en much improved hv im leaded subsidies fiorn ( io\ ernment sunc- 
tionetl m (*on net t ion with the st heme tor the impiovemeiit « >{ scconduiv 
(‘ducation. 

Ihe unaided private schools art* not under Government conltol and 
it is not jKissihle loi Government m then piescnt linatir ml jsisitum to 
take steps for the improvement of the pav and prosjiectw of teacheis 
emploved in such schools. 


Patrasaer high school. 

112. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the JJonhh* the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Kdtnntion U* pleased to state 

(a) whether the high sdiool at Patrusaer < Vishnupur suhdi vision, 

district Bunkum), is receiving an\ financial assistance fiorn 
the Government ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the capital and current exjiehsc* of 

that sc hool have no far lieen entirely met from lo<*a 1 charity ; 
(r) whether there is a jfossibihtv of the school lieing dosed down 
owing to lack of funds, and 

(d) whether Government are considering the desr ability of pro- 
viding suitable financial assistance for that school in the 
next year’s Budget? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) No. 

(b) Ye*. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

Judgments and facts in connection with oertain police cases 
in Calcutta. 

113. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Memlier in charge of the Judicial DejNirtment t>e pleased to lay on 
the table copies of the judgments in connection with the following 
cases : — 

(i) Sarat Chandra Dhar rcrsvs ltaghu Raj Singh, disposed of by 
Mr. P. K. Biswas, Honorary Presidency Magistrate, North- 
ern Division, Calcutta, on the lltli September, 1922; and 

(//) Km|K‘.ror rcrxus Sarat Chandia Dhar, disposed of by the said 
Mr. P. K. Biswas, on the lltli September, 1922? 

(h) Will the llon’ble the Member be pleased to state the broad 
facts in connection with the follow mg cases in which then* are no 
detailed judgments — 

(/) Sarat Chandra Dhar rcrsus Sub-1 ns|>crtor Provat Nath Mukharji, 
<lis|H»sed of b\ the Chief Piesideney Magistrate on the 17th 
August, 1922; and 

(n) Sub-Inspector Provat Nath Mukharji rrrsus Nagendra Nath 
Basil, dis]M>sed of by the Clnef Presidency Magistrate on the 
15th July, 1922 Y 

The Hcn’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) (i) and (ii) Government 
are not prejiared to supply copies of judgments in the eases mentioned, 
its they are available m the ordinary way. 

(b) (?) and (n) Government are pot in a position to give an\ more 
facts than apjvur in the records of the ruse*, copies of which can be 
had in the ordinary way. 


Telegraph office at Satbaria. 

114. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that there is no telegraph office at Satbaria, a port 
situated within the pol ice-station Sujanagar in the Sadar subdivision of 
Pabna and that the nearest telegraph office at Pangsa or Belgachi op 
the Eastern Bengal Railway is more than 10 miles away on the other 
aide of the river Padma which is not easily fordable during the rainy 
season? 
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(6) Are the Government taking any stepa to establish a telegraph 
office at Satbaria ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’ Me 
Mr. J. Donald): (<i) Yes. 

(b) No; no representation from the locality for the opening of a 
telegraph office, with a guarantee for indemnifying Government against 
loan in the 'Working of the office, has been received b\ Government. 
The member is referred to the rules applicable to such cases in 
Ghapter X, \ olume II of the Telegraph Manual. 


Public companies in Bengal. 

115. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
MemU*r m charge of the Repnntment of ('ommerce lie pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing-" 

(») tlie numlier i » f publu companies m Bengal which have lieen 
floated in the \eai 1921 and 1922 iup> to the .'list Octolier, 
1922) ; 

(it) the total paid-up tapital of these companies; 

{in) the numlier of companies dining the pieiiod referral to in (i) , 
which are incoi jMirated -- 

(a) abroad but aie woikmg in Bengal; 

(b) in Bengal but are working abroad; and 

(>r) the number of companies floated m 1921 and 1922 which have 
not commenced business? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr, <J. DONALD: (i) The number of companies, 
public and private, incorporated in the \eara 1921-22 and 1922-23 (up to 
the 31st October, 1922), was as follows: — 

1921- 22: Limited by shares — 288; Limited by guarantee — 8; 

Societies — 17; Total — 313. 

1922- 23 (up to 31st October, 1922) : Limited by shares — 95; Limited 

by guaranty — 3; Societies-— -Hi ; Total — 108. 

(ft) Information regarding the total fiaid-up capital of the companies 
registered for the year 1921-22 is furnished in statements 2 and 4 attached 
to the Annual Report of the Registrar of Joint Stock (Vmipaiuoa. 

Information is not yet available regarding the pxiid-up) capital of’ 
companies incorporated since the 1st April, 1922. 

(in*) (o) The information will be found in paragraph 11 of the 
Annual Reprort of the Registrar for the year 1921-22. Ten more com- 
panies have filed their documents since the 1st April, 1922. 

(6) The information is not available. • 
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(iv) Fifty companies incorporated in 1921-22 have not applied for 
their certificate entitling them to commence business. 

Figures regarding the companies registered since the 1st April, 
1922, cannot be supplied at present. 


8urvey of industries of Bengal. 

116. Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN : (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agnculture and Industries be 
pleased to state* whether a survey has been or is being carried on of 
the industnes in this province? 

(h) If so, will the Iloidble the Minister be pleased to state the main 
heads on which information hus been or is lx*ing collected during the 
survey ? 

( r) Will the Hori’ble the Minister be pleased to state what progress 
has lieen made in the survey ? 

(J) Of how many, and which, divisions or distnets or subdi\ isions 
has the survey been completed and when is tin* whole survev exported 
to 1 m» completed ? 

( r) Is the Hon’ble tlie Minister consnlenng the desiiabilit s oi 
publishing the results of the suivev as ihev are oi ma} be completed 
by subdivisions, districts or divisions, to be subsequently consolidated 
on the whole suivev of tin* entire province Isdii^* <nmplet4*d ? 

(/) Will the I i on * bit* the Minister lx* pleased to state whether any 
attempt has l>ecn or is lH*mg made during the suivev to aseeitam and 
collect the local recjuirements for industrial development in the different 
sections of the province? 

4 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) A general survev of the cottage indus- 
tries of the province is lieing earned on 

(b) The main heads on which information, where available, is being 
collected are noted below : — 

(i) distribution of the industries; 

(n) Tint ure of production; 

(tu) sources of supplies of raw' materials; 

(iv) organizations for the dis]x>sal of finished product sj 
(v) economic condition of the workers; 

( rD suggestions for the organization, and improvement of the 
industries; and 

( ru > any other useful information, c.g., numWr of families engaged; 
process of manufacture, quantity and value of the raw 
materials consumed, etc. 
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( c ) an( ^ ( f ^) ^ ith tho exception of Hogra, l’nbim, Dinujpur, 
Darjeeling and Jaipaiguri districts, a general suney of ail o tiler districts 
of tlie province has been completed and the >ur\ ey ot cottage industries 
of the whole province is e\j**cted to lie completed hy tiie end of 
February, 1923. 

t (' ) 1 he results will bo published in a consolidated foim on the 
eomjiletion of the survey. 

(/) Yes. 


Excavation of river Saraswati. 

117. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA M1TRA Bahadur: Will the 
Ilon’ble the M ember m chaige of the Depaitmont of Irrigation lie 
pleased to slate what aition. it aii\ . has }>een taken for the excavation 
of the n\or Saraswati ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): Fp to date the 

whole of the Saraswati has been sin \r\ed but no project for clem mg it 
has y et Immmi made out 


Cost of settlement in Jessore. 

118. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: nn Will the Double the Mem- 
ber m <1 urge of the Depaitment of 1(e\enue il.and Revenue) }>e pjeased 
to state whether it is a fact that the rate of the cost of settlement of 
-lessoie as realised b\ t io\ ei nmeiit is higher than previous rates realised 
fiom other districts ? 

(h) Will the lloii’ble the* Membci lie pleased to show m a tabular 
form the rates <>r ihaiges realised fn»m the districts of liakutganj, 
Faridpur, Mymensingh, Dacca and .lessore, namely from - 

( { ' landlords; 

in) middlemen interested; 

(m) tenants, and 
itv) sub-tenant**? 

<r) Are the* Government aware that the <ondition of the crops of 
the district is very bad this year on at count of heavy rain ? 

I H\ Are the Government considering the desirability of j*e»t]Htmng 
the realisation of the settlement cost this rear? 

9 MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE {LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’Me the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) Ye». 
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(b) The rates are shown below : — 




Average rate 

Bate wetd on land- 

Bate aeawwed ou 

Rale unwed on 

, DUtrlct. 


required jer 

lord* (() and («) of 

r a if ati (i«) of 

under-ralgoli 



acre. 

queotkiu. 

1 

queatioo. 

(<•1 of quoation. 



Its. a. r 

i 

A- V. 

a. r. 

A. P. 

Bakur^anj 


1 0 0 

' 2 0 

an<l 

1 3 0 

(per rupee on pro* 

1 fitH) 

1 0 

(per rupee 
of rent) 

Nil 

Fandpnr ... 

... 

1 1 0 

4 0 

(p« r rupee on pro- 
j tit.) 

2 «i 

(per rupee 
of rent) 

1 0 

(per rupee 
of rent) 

Myineimiu^h 

... 

on 3 

3 r» 

j (per ru|tec on pro- 
' tit*) 

5 0 

(per acre) 

2 6 

(per acre) 

Da^ou 


10 0 

6 (1 

( per i upec on pro 
lit*) 

H U 

( jm r rupee on 
kllUH-Ittllilh) 

8 0 

(per acre) 

4 0 

(per acre) 

JttHnore, Block A 


1 4 6 

13 0 

1 (per acre) 

7 C 

( per acre) 

4 0 

(per interest) 

Block B 

... 

j 12 0 

11 0 

(per acre) 

l 

7 0 

■ (pet uctc) 

4 0 

(per i itcrcBt) 

Jokhoic, Block C 

... 

1 4 0 

* 

12 0 
(per ucre) 

f 

8 0 

1 (per ucre) 

4 0 

(per interest) 

( <’) lleaw 

rainfall caused 

slight damage to the standi 

up crops on 


low lands, but on the whole, the pros]»ects of the crops are fair. 
{( I ) No. 


Jessore waterworks. 

119. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Uovernment l>e pleased to 
state what the result i>f the correspondence with the Commissioner has 
been in the matter of the improvement of the waterworks of Jessore? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELP«COVERNMENT(Mr. 6. W. Goode): The matter is still under 
consideration and no decision has yet been reached. 
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120. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Dejm rt merit In* pleased to state whether Anglo- 
Indians are afforded equal facilities as those of other communities for 
filling the jKKst of Judges m the Small Causes Court ? 

(b) Is it a fact that at the present moment there is no Anglo-Indian 
filling such a jx>st 'i If so, why '? 

(c) How many Anglo-Indians, if any. have at any time tilled the 
I*>st of Judges in the Small Causes Court Y 

(/) When was such an appointment last held by an Anglo-Indian Y 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (n) Yes. 

(/>) There is no Anglo-Indian Judge at present. No suitable candi- 
dates from tlie Anglo-Indian eomuiunit\ wen* foithcoming at the time 
vacancies weie la ^ t filled up. 

((') There were six Anglo-Indian gentlemen who filled the posts of 
Judges of the Court at some time oi other from 1st March, 1808, to 
20th March, l!US 

(</> The 1 ast ajqHiintmetit a*' Judge held b\ an Anglo-Indian was 
from 2nd January. lSMfi, to 20th March, I ? 1 1 <S He was Registrar of 
this Court lioin the 2>>th October, 189‘2, to 1st .lanuarv, 1890. 

Mr. H. BARTON: \\ ill the Hon’ble the Member in diarge lx* pleased 
t<> gm* the date on which the last vuennues were filled!' 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must have notice of this 
question. 

Mr. H. BARTON: Dill utiy Aii^Ii.-IikImti. ii] i] *]y ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Wli.-n? 

Mr. H. BARTON: During the lust vacancies. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: None. 

Mr. H. BARTON: Were the vacancies at all notified and candidates 
invited to apply? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD*UR*RAHIM: I must have notice of this 
question. 
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Amount contributed to the Flood Relief Fund started by the 
Rajshahi Commissioner. 

121. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member iri charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the amount contributed up to date towards the Flood 
/ Relief Fund started by the Commissioner of the Rajshahi division? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The amount contributed up to the 18th November, 1922, 
was Us. 22,f)(>5. 


Settlement of “ char n lands of Pabna and Noakhali. 

122. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: <<;) Will the lion’ hie the 
McihIkt in chaise of the Depart ment oi Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number and area 
of the— 

(i) settled, and 
(n) unsettle<l, 

culturalde chars in each subdiusion of tin* district of Pabna and 
Noakhali ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the lands of the chars are settled with bona fide 
agriculturists who are to live there with their families? 

{ c) Will the llon'ble the Memliei l>e pleased to state how much of 
the char lands are settled \tith jieisons other than the agriculturists and 
v hat is the numliei ol sin h jmusoiis v 

(</) Are the (i<>\ eminent consulting the desirability of settling 
char lands with the unemployed middle class men of Pabna and 
N oak hall ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: {a) A statement is laid on the table. 

{h) Yes, mostly. 

(< A In Pabna, 3,714 acres of land have been settled with 2,353 persons 
who are other than agriculturists. As regards the char lands in 
Noakhali the information wanted is not readily available. 

{<!) The meinliei is referred to Rule 1 3(1 A . page 04 of the Govern- 
ment Estates Manual, 1919, and Rule 5(n), page 2 of the Waste Landi 
Manual, 1919. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 122 % showing the number and area of the settled and unsettled 
culturable “chars'* in each subdivision of the distt'icts of Pabna 
and Noakhali. 




m m.Ki> 

' CIIAU#.** 

I'Asrrn.B,* •• hia»ul m 

Kaiur of district. 

| Subdit aton 





i 

i 

Number. 

A rv* l n 
»< rnu 


PJ»na 

( Sa'far 

57 


... 


1 Sirajpanj 

H5 

3(»,7 10*40 



, fSadar (imlud- 

27 

201,317 

2 * 4,175 

NVakhuli 

| mg iiutiwi 

. ( ami Sium1»j>) 

| 1 

i 




1 

l KtMii 

t 

4 

2. 5s U 



North Bengal Hoods. 

123. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: <o> Will th«* lion hi,, the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue ( Kami Revenue) l>© 
pleased to stuto whether it us a fact— 

(i) that uj> to the \eai 1017. flood was almost unknown in Northern 
Bengal, particular!) in the aieaa now affected; 

(») that within the last four \ears, ?.c., from 1918 to 1922, there 
have been three floods; ami 

(iff) that the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department 
of Local SelMfoverninent expressed his opinion that “ the 
flood in Northern Bengal is owing to a heavy rainfall ”? 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie the Member be pleased to state the reasons — 

(i) for the absence of floods before t he year 1918; and 

(it) for the frequency of floods since 1918? 

(c) Will the Ilon’hle the Member be pleased to state whether it ia 

a fact — 

(«) that during the floods of 1918 and 1920, the Commissioner of 
the Rajshahi division promptly visited the affected areas 
and did not wait for two weeks before reaching the place 
after the floods had set in ; 
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(it) that the diffeience of water level on both the sides of the 
embankmenti is about five feet; 

(tii) that the Commissioner of the Rajshahi division has held that 
insufficiency of culverts was the prime contributory factor 
to these floods ; and 

(iv) that the places on the banks of the Padma, Brahmaputra and 
Mahanadi have not been affected by these floods? If so, 
why ? 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (/) No; for previous severe floods in the areas now 
affected, the member is referred to the replies to staired question 
No. XXXIX (/) asked by Mr. Syed Krfan All at this session. 

(u) In addition to the recent floods there was a heavy flood only in 
11)18. 

(/?/) So far as he remembers, the Hon’ble the Minister stated that 
he understood the flood was due to excessive rainfall. 

(h) In view of replies to (a) (i) and (v) above, this requires no 
answer. 

(c) (i) The flood of 1918 oceurred on the 2uth and 26th August and 
the Commissioner visited the affected areas towards the end of August 
and the beginning of September. Government have, however, no 
information as to whether the Commissioner visited the flooded area in 
11)20; there was nothing unusual about this flood except that it was 
later than usual. 

(it) It is understood that there was a difference, but the exact 
amount has not been dojiniteily ascertained as yet. 

(m) Government have no information about this. The matter will 
lie investigated by a Committee of exjerts. 

(ir) So far as can l>e useertnined'from the maps of the affected area 
received from the local officers, the banks of the Padma, the Brahma- 
putra, and the Mahanadi do not apjear to have been affected. Govern- 
ment have no information us to why they were not affected. 


North Bongal flood of 1918. 

124, 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Memtier in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a Committee was appointed by 
the Government in 1918, presided over by Mr. Cumraing (now Sir John 
Gumming) to inquire into the cause of the floods in North Bengal? 
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(b) Did that Committee submit any report or make any recom- 
mendations to the Government? 

(c) If so, when was this report submitted to the Government and 
what were the specific recommendations made ? 

(d) Has any action been taken on the rejxirt of the said Committee 
during the last four years? If not, why not? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the amount of 
expense incurred on the said Committee? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the said report ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) to (/) In view of the reply to (a) above, these questions do not 
arise. 


Department of Fisheries. 

125. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the I Wide the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the expenditure incurred on the Department of Fisheries, year 
by year, since its eieation; 

( i * > the number of officers employed — 

{a ) at the time of the establishment of the department; 
and 

(b) during the years 1920, 1921 and 1922; 

( tit ) the research work done by the Fisheries Department, year by 
year, since its creation ; and 
(tr) the output of fish in Bengal — 

(a) at the time when the department was established; and 
( h ) during the years 1920, 1921 and 1922? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: to ( iv) A statement is laid on thr 

table. 

Statement referred to in reply to unxtarrcd question \o. 12 nhoxnng 
the expenditure and enhancement of the Fuheries Department . 

(i) Expenditure incurred on the Department — 

Y«*r. Es{*txUUrt . 

R*. 

18,063 
26,167 
61,361 

22 a 


1911 - 12 

1912 - 13 

1913 - 14 
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Y«ar. 

Kxpcnditar*. 


Rs. 

1914-15 

... 55,927 

1915-16 

37,431 

1916-17 

39,475 

1917-18 

... 44,355 

1918-19 

47,961 

1919-20 

51,730 

1920-21 

40,228 

1921-22 

... 46,552 


Total 4,69,230 


(u) Number of officers employed in the Department — 

1911-12: One Deputy Director; two Superintendents of Fisheries; 
two Zoological Assistants. 

1919- 21): One Director; two Sui>erintemlent8 of Fisheries; two 
Zoological Assistants; two District Fishery Officers. 

1920- 21: Director — (Vacant); two Superintendents of Fisheries; 

one Zoological Assistant; four District Fishery Officers. 

1921- 22: Director of Agriculture in charge; two Superintendents 

of Fisheries; one Zoological Assistant; four District 
Fishery Officers. 

(m) Account of research work done by the Department for 1911-12 
to 1915-16 was published in the reports of the Department of Agriculture 
for those years. Account of research work from 1916-17 onwards is 
incorporated in the Annual Reports of the Fisheries Department. 
Copies of the reports have been placed on the Library table. 

(iv) Information about output of fish in Bengal is not available. 
Statistics of fish imported into Calcutta markets only are compiled and a 
statement of the quantity of fish so imported is given below: — 


Y«*r. 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 

1921- 22 


Kaunda. 

192,363 

143,611 

126,025 

240,130 

317,146 

301,254 

306,037 

312,975 

370,119 

417,684 
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Muhammadans on the ministerial staff in oourts in Pabita»Bogra 
and Tippera districts. 

I2S« 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will tho llon’ble the 
MemWr in charge of the Judicial Department bo pleaded to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

( 1 ) the number of Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan ministerial 
officers in the civil and criminal courts in the Pahna-ttogra 
and Tippera districts under the following heads:— 

(a) jierinanent, 

(b) temporary, and 

(c) probationers, 

at present and as in 1 D1 4 ; 

(it) the number of Muhammadan candidates who applied for apjioint- 
ments in the ministerial staff of the said courts from 1914 to 
1922 ; and 

(tit) tho number of Muhammadans who were appointed ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-R AH IM : { i) <„) to (r) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(it) Fifty-three Muhammadan candidates applied for ap]>ointment in 
the criminal courts of Pubna from 1920 to 1922. No further information 
is available. 

(in) Fifteen Muhammadan candidates were appointed in the civil 
and 21 in the criminal courts of the districts of Palma and Ilogu from 
1914 to 1922. No further infoimation is available. 



330 


QUESTIONS. 


[27th Nov 



Tipper* 



QUESTIONS. 

Muhammadan Government employees in Rangpur. 


m 




127. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Apj>oinlment IV|wirtment Ik* pleaded to show, 
in a tabular form, for the last live years, the numlier of Hindu and Muham- 
madan officers in the ministerial staff in each of the (lovernment depart- 
ments in the whole of the district of Itangpui ? 

( b ) How many bona fuh Hindu and Muhammadan residents of the 
above district have been provided with ministerial apjiointmenta for the 
aforesaid period Y 

Tho Hon’ We Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: ( a ) and (b) The informa- 

tion is not readily available, and (iovenuiieht consider that the labour 
involved in its compilation would he incommensurate with the result. 


Refusal of readmission to a plucked student into the 4th year olass 
of the Presidency College. 

128. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) U the Hon’ Mo 

the Minister m ehuige of the Department of Education aware that a 
candidate who had been a regular student of the Hindu Si land for ulnmt 
eight years and of tin* Presidency (’ollege for tour years was refused 
readmission into tin* 4th year class of the Pre.sidnecy College from which 
he apfieared at the 11. A. Examination hut got plucked for the first time!* 
(h) Is it a fa< t that a Muhammadan plucked candidate w as admitted ? 
(Y) Is it t lie policy of tlu* (iovei rnnent to give jnefeieiiee to Muham- 
madan candidates Y 

(</) Is there any limit to this munlier ot students to Ik* udimtted to 
the 4th year class? If so. what is that limit? 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the numl>er of students admitted to the 4th year 
class during each of the last six veins*? 

(/) Tf in the current year the numlwi of students admitted to the 
4th year class l*» less than that admitted in previous years, will the 
lion’ Me the Minister 1 m* pleased to state the reason for the refusal of 
readmiasion of that candidate? 

(g) Was there any new admission into the said 4th year ( lass before 
the publication of the H A. results? 

“ (h) If so, what is the number so admitted ? 

(t) What is the reason for tuking in the new candidates instead of 
the plucked onea ? 



332 


QUESTIONS. 


[27th Nov. 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Two plucked Hindu studenta 

were refused admission to the 4th year class. It is not known whether 
the candidate referred to in the question is one of them. 

(b) Yes, hut two plucked Hindus were also admitted. 

(c) The policy of Government is to maintain a reasonable proportion 
of Muhammadan students in Government colleges. Twenty-five per 
cent, of seats are accordingly reserved for them. 

(d) Yes. One hundred is the limit aimed at, hut the numbers 
depend mainly on the number promoted from the 3rd year class. 

(c) College sessions from 1st June to 31st May — 

1921-22 — 99 students. 

1920-21 — 87 students. 

1919-20 — 95 students. 

1918-19 — 120 students. 

1917-18—109 students. 

1910-17—88 students. 

(/) The reason for refusing admission to the candidate in question 
is stated in answer to question (/) below. 

(ff) Yes. 

(h) One admitted on transfer. 

(i) Plucked students are not readmitted unless there is some excuse 
for their failure. 


Deputation of officers to the flood-affected area and alleged 
inconvenience caused thereby to the parties. 

129. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(rt) Is the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Depart- 
ment, aware that owing to the deputation of officers to the flood-affected 
area in the district of Bogra, criminal and other cases are accumulating 
to the inconvenience and harassment of the ]mrties? 

(b) A re the Government considering the desirability of temporarily 
increasing the number of officers to remove the difficulties of the parties? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Government have 
received no information to this effect from the District Officer, but the 
relief work must of course interfere to some extent with the normal 
work. 

(b) Should the District Officer apply for increased staff, the ques- 
tion would be considered. 
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Opwing of Sum gates on the southern bank of MaOtipur Bhil 

route canal. 

130. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irngittion l>e pleased to state whether 
the Government are contemplating the o]K*nmg of a sufficient number 
of sluice gates in the embankment on the southern bank of the Mudari- 
pur Bhil route canal in order to maintain, dining the rains, tin* same 
water level on both sides of the embankment ? 

The Hon'ble the MAH ARAJADHI RAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Government are contemplating the allowing of sufficient 
waterway in the soul hern embankment of the Madaripur Blnl route to 
keep the canal water level as low as jxissible. 


System of supplying drinking water in Chittagong district. 

131. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: <«) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of’ the Depaitment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of tanks 
that have been excavated year bv year in the district of Uhittugorig with 
the aid of the distnet boa id during the last 10 years, together with the 
cost incurred for such excavations!" 

(b) Will the H on’ hie the Minister 1 m* pleused to state what improve- 
ments have been effected under tin* new s\stem ot supplying good 
water by the excavation or le-evcavation of old tanks and sinking of 
wells over the old system of jniwng b\ the district board two-thirds or 
some Hindi jiercentago of costs for the excavation of tanks ? 

(c) If no improvements have Ihm*ii effected, are the Government 
considering the desirability of revolting to the old system? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: un A statement is laid on tin- table. 

( b) Under the Isxal Self-Government Act the Board hail not 
adequate power to protect fioni jwdlution private tanks which hud ln*en 
re-excavated at its excuse. When the Village Self-Government Act 
is extended to the distrut, the system of improving private tanka 
without acquisition can be readopted, as the union Ixmrds have adequate 
power of control under section 30 of the Act, 

(r) The answer is in the negative. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 131(a ) , 
showing the number of tanks re-excavated by the Chittagong District 
Board during the last 10 years with the costs met by the Board. 


Year. 


Total nnmber 
of tank* 
re-^xcavated. 

Total cost* met 
the Board. 




Ra. 

a. r. 

1912-13 


5 

1,506 

0 0 

1913-14 


32 

22,594 

5 11 

1914-15 


53 

33,256 

10 9 

1915-16 


98 

48,227 

1 3 

1916.17 


21 

13,216 

4 4 

1917 18 


1 

200 

0 0 

1918-19 


1 

764 

1 0 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 

1921-22 

... 

1 

563 

7 0 


Scholarships to students of backward classes in the districts 
of Pabna and Tippera. 

132. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hobble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(0 the number of scholarships awarded to the students of the 
backward classes in the Pabna and Tipjiera districts during 
the last 10 years; 

(u) the names of sutdi students, indicating the periods and courses 
for which the scholarships were granted; 

( iii ) the amount of scholarships in each case; and 

(tr) the total amount of such scholarships? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 'he labour and expense involved 
in collecting the mass of information which the member's question 
involves is incommensurate with the value of the reply to the public. 


Construction of sluioe gates to drain out the water of Bhi! Gama. 

133. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble tl^e 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that there n 
a big bliil known as Bhil Oandahasli alias Bhil Ganna within the juris- 
diction of police-station Sujanagar in the district of Pabna? 
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(b) If so, will the Hon’ hie the Member he pleased to state the area 
of the said bhil and the names and number of villages surrounding it? 

(c) Are the Government aware that the (Tops of the jieople of the 
villages and of the bhil are lieing destroyed every year by the sudden 
flooding of the bhil by the pissing of rain-water through the Badai 
jola to the said bhil ? 

{ d ) Are the (iovernment considering the desirability of taking early 
steps to construct sluice gates at the rnouth of the join* 

(e) Are the Government considering tin* desirability of ascertaining 
the average amount of ciojw destin\ed every year by the sudden flood- 
ing of the bhil ? 

(/) Are the Go\ eminent considering the desirability of preparing &n 
estimate for the erection of two sluice gates, one at Roradudangu and 
another near the mouth of the Badai jola Y 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in tin* negative, will the lion 'bio the 
Member be pleased to state the approximate cost of constructing sluice 
gates necessary to prevent the sudden flooding of the said bhil? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR el 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes 

(b) The area of the bhil and the names and number of villages 
surrounding it are not known to this department. 

(r) to {f) No. 

(g) The question does not arise. 

Travelling allowances drawn by the Hon’ble Irrigation Member and 
the Hon'hle Local Self-Government Minister for visiting the 
flood-stricken area, etc. 

134. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'hle the 
Member in charge of the Deputment of Revenue ( I^and Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(*) the amount of travelling allowance of the Hon’hle the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation and the Hon'hle 
the Minister in charge of the Depirtment of Ijoeal Self- 
Government, reflectively, incurred for their tour to and from 
Darjeeling for inspecting the flood-stricken area in North 
Beugal on each occasion ; 

(n) the number of times each of them visited the said area since 
the floods and what was the duration of the tours of each 
on each occasion ; 

(m) the net results of the tours of each of these officers to that 
area; and 
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(tv) the names and numbers of officers employed on flood relief 
ojierations and the amounts spent on pay, travelling and 
other allowances for each of them ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (0 The information cannot be given now as the Railway 
authorities have not presented their bills yet. They draw no travelling 
allowance. 

(it) The meml>er is referred to the reply to his starred question 
No. XXIX as regards my visit. The Hon’ble the Minister visited the 
area once. He arrived at Santahar on the morning of the 8th October 
and left for Darjeeling at night. 

(iii) The determination of the necessary measures of relief by 
Government. 

(tv) Fifty-six officers wen* employed excluding doctors. Their 
names have not been fully ascertained and the publication of them 
would serve no useful purj>ose at present. The amounts spent on their 
pay, travelling and other allowances cannot also 1** given as they are 
still employed. 


Badwa Snrampur Bhil. 

135. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM, (a) Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether 
he is aware — 

(i) that water remains till January in the Radwa Srirampur Bhil 
within iH)lice-station Vatuakhali in Bukarganj ; 

(it) that damage is Vaused to the croj*. which fail every year in 
that bhil; and 

(iii) that the sanitation of the locality is affected by the stagnant 
water P 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
on inquiry into the matter and of taking steps for the proper drainage 
of the bhil ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, what steps, if any, are 
the Government taking to ameliorate the agricultural and sanitary 
condition of the people in the Badwa Bhil? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) f (ti) and {in) No such complaint has yet reached 
the Government. 

(b) Not in contemplation at present. 

(c) No steps appear necessary at present. 
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Mon-registration of 41 kabuliyat 99 of an under*aiyat to ronsw 
lease every nine years. 

ISO* Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education aware of the inconvenience 
that is caused to umler-raiyats owing to the existence of a circular to 
the effect that the kabuliyat of an under-nmat with a condition to 
renew* the lease even nine years w ill not he registered ? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of cancelling 
the circular aud issuing nisti uctions to the sub-registrars to that 
effect? 


The Hon’ble Mr, P, C> MITTER: (a) and (M The circular referred 
to is one based on the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act and the 
Registration Department has no discretion m the matter. G<rvernment 
are unable to cancel the ciicular unless the law' is amended. The 
Minister is not in a (Mention to state whether this provision of the 
Tenancy Act causes inconvenience to under-run ats. 


Damodar canal project. 

137. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the McihIhm* in charge of the Department of Irrigation be 
pleased to state — 

(/) the progress of the Damodar canal project ; and 

(ti) the amount of money sjx*nt up to date ior the purpose? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN* (/) The commanded and irrigable areas which the 
proposed canal will serve, have been investigated as well as the duty 
of water. The project is now reads to tn*gin the detailed estimate, but 
as the scheme is ** non-productive ” nothing fuither will be done till 
the requirements of the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Imjirovuinent 
Act, 1920, have been complied with. 

(u) A sum of Its. 8,300 has Wn sjx*nt under the head “ Surveys 
and Investigations M out of which the e.\(M*nditure during the current 
year amounts to only Rtf. GO ow ing to work having been carried out by 
a permanent Assistant Engineer. 

Audit report of the inoome and expenditure of the union boards 
in the district of Hooghly. 

138. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing with the 
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audit report in each case the income and expenditure of each union 
board in the district of Hooghly under heads — 

(i) establishments; 

(ii) education; 

(in) roads ; 

(iv) sanitation; 

(r) provision for drinking water, etc.; and 
( vi ) primary education? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that in the assessment of 
taxation by the union boards of the district of Hooghly, tax has been 
iiniHmed on agrioujtural income, and that the general financial condi- 
tion of the tax-payers has not been considered? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
stejN in the matter? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) Copies of the audit rejKuts are laid on 
the Library table. Tin* compilation of the figures asked for would 
involve much tune and labour and would not in the opinion of Govern- 
ment tie justified. 

(h) The attention of the memlier is invited to clause (<•) of the 
answer given to unstarred question No. 82 asked by him at the meeting 
of the 4th July, 11)21. The District Magistrate reports that assessment 
of taxation by the union boards has been imjKised not only on agricultural 
income but also on other financial resources of individual tax-payers. 

(r) Government do not propose to interfere with the discretion of 
the union boards in the matter. 


Introduction of outposts under thanas in Calcutta. 

139. Mr, BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Dejmrtment be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the system of outposts under the 
thanas was .introduced in the Calcutta police in 1916 to 
check ('rimes and facilitate the detection of crimes, after the 
method of the London police? 

(b) what is the annual increase of expenditure incurred on main* 

taming this new system of outposts? 

(c) whether it is a fact that several houses have been rented fo» 

these outposts ? 

(d) If so, what is the annual expenditure under this heading P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) On the reorganization 
of the Calcutta police in 1910, modelled on the arrangements in force 
in the London police, the police area of Calcutta was divided into 
sections for the purpose of the control and investigation of crime and 
each section was divided into two sub-sections in charge of a sergeant 
for the purjiose of patrol. 

( b ) Expenditure on this account is not kept on record separately. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The annual cost of renting suh-section houses is Rs. 79,188. 

Azimganj City station. 

140. Bibii 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA • With reference to 
the answer given to unstaired question No. 172 of Balm Satisli Chandra 
Mukhnrji at the August Session of the Council teguiding the construc- 
tion of platforms at Triheni and Azimganj stations, will the Ilon’hle 
the Minister in charge of tlnj DejKiit merit of Public Works be plensed to 
state what ciicumstances hn\e, in the meantime arisen, which justified 
an iiKjinry being made on the I2tli Oc tober last, at the Azimganj City 
station, with the leading gentlemen of Azimganj and .liaganj by the 
District Sujrerintemlent , Salicbgan j, a< coni {mined by the Traffic Manager, 
Howrah, in regard to a piojmsa] to close down that city station? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. G. C. Dey): It i s not proposed to lose down Azimganj 
C'lt y flag- station. The in<|Uii\ teieiied to was held in connection with 
certain prnjrosuls regarding economy. 

8uresh Chandra 8en Gupta. 

141. Babu8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: <nt Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in cliaige of the Polilnal l)ej«utment be pleased to stute 
whether it is a fact that some lime ago the Madias jail authorities 
addressed a letter to this Government atient the release of a jsditicnl 
detenu, Balm Nuiesh Chandra Sen Gupta, since the Bengal Partition 
agitation days, and now an inmate of the Madras Penitentiary? 

(6) Is it a fact that the release of this detenu has Itecome due as 
long as three months ago, and that no reply has, as yet, been given by 
thia Government? 

x 'c) If the reply to (/;) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reason for the delay in reply? 

(d) Will the Hon ’hie the Memlier he pleased to state the decision, 
if any, which the Government have come to either in regard to the 

release or otherwise of the said detenu? 

• 

The Hon’bto Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: fa) to (d) Attention » 
invited to the reply to a starred question No. LVI on the subject asked 
by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq at this meeting. 
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Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Council will now resume the consideration of 
resolutions on matters of general public interest. I call upon Maulvi 
Rafi IJddin Ahmed to move his resolution regarding political prisoners. 

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: This resolution or its equivalent was 
moved iri this Council and carried; but as no effect has been given to 
it, I have thought it fit to bring it up again. As I have been assured by 
the Government that the If on* hie the Member in charge will favourably 
consider individual eases on our applying to him, I l>eg leave to withdraw 
the resolution which stands in mv name. 

It was as follows: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that they lx 1 pleased 
to grant a general amnesty to all political prisoners in Bengal, namely, 
those convicted under the Criminal Law Amendment Act or under the 
Penal Code for political offences.” 

The motion was then, bv leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Release of political prisoners. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that those political prisoners in Bengal who 
have not been convicted of violence or of dost iuct ion of projierty or of 
incitement thereto, should be released immediately. 

Tie delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — ♦ 

In moving this resolution, I might observe that a similar resolution 
was passed m this Council oul> a year ago, but what action has been 
taken by the Government on it has ifot yet come to light. The Govern- 
ment are. therefore, losing the confidence which the jieople have hitherto 
reposed in them. The non-co-ojierntion movement is now in its full 
swing* We have come to the Council to co-operate with the Govern- 
ment and although the Government might look upon us with an eye of 
distrust and sospieion, nevertheless our duty would be to co-operate 
wdth them whole-heartedly. Only a few years back the Government 
were looked upon as the ma Imp of the people. But what is their por- 
tion now? Tile people have no confidence in them now, and hence the 
origin of the secret societies and the non-co-operation propaganda in this 
country. 

The saving is nl ma:i nzkuru , that is, “ do not speak of the past.” 
Some of the political prisoners have been released as their term is over, 
and those who are still in the jail will be released sooner or later. Is 
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there any one in the ITmise who will be in a position to say that these 
political prisoners have shown by deed or aetion any sign of the \ iola- 
tion of law and order so long as they are rotting in jail!" If not, then 
why should not the benign Government show elemenev to them? 
These are only political prisoners. I confess, Sn, that l loathe the 
very idea of incarcerating these men for political opinions onl\. These 
are not ordinary criminals. Most of them have been arrested because 
they have uttered either Jiandv Mataram or (uindhi Mahatma k\ jai. 
Not only this. Man\ innocent ]K*i>ons ha\e also lieen sent to jail. 
Then, again, there are others who June not been lilternted because they 
would not give security for their future conduct, oi their thumb im- 
pressions. The\ are not actuated b\ an\ soidid motive Their aspi- 
ration is noble and high, and the\ embiace |.i 1 1 life and all sorts of 
dangers in the pursuit of their cause. As a matter of fact i they are 
the flowers of the society, men of light and leading, men whose* cause 
is the attainment of Home Rule* and who do not like that the Govern- 
ment of tin* country should U* m tin* hands o| a foreign bureaucracy, 
and should lx* for \cais and veals under paialvsing sub|cction If tin* 
Government appieln*ml that these men on their release will harangue* 
the public and rouse the mass into action- action of an a^giessm* 
character - t hen the\ can be n»ai rested and sent ba<k to jail Tin* law 
is \ out's and v on can ihc it as \ ou like 

1 am sun* the non-eo-o}x*rntors will sneer at me and treat m\ projiosal 
for their lilwrat ion with scorn It does not mattei mm h It is m\ dutv 
to act uj> to m v eonscH»ne(* Thev will think that it is simplv futile on 
m\ part to howl again and again, because they labour undei tin* impres- 
sion that it will be a erv m the wilderness The (iov ernnient . [ am sine, 
will do something this time. Let me ie< ite the famous Persian jmeni in 
this connection : 

Tana fjirtad attar hat hhandad dm man, 

Tana tf triad it ft hat /o'ltand lahand . 

“ so long as the child does not cr\ . it does not get food from its mother; 
the garden is not covered with verdure unless then* is a heavv shower 
of rain.” We have cried for these men in season and out of season, and 
we hope* that tin* Government will do something this time Sir, there ih 
G od overhead 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI : May I rise to a 
point of order'" He is disrupting religion 

9 Mr. PRE8IDENT: We eannot allow that. You must confine your- 
self strictly within the limits of the terms of vour resolution and you 
must not enter into questions of religion or anything else which ix 
not included within the terms of your resolution. 
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SHAH SYEO EMDADUL HAQ criticised the nilirifr of the Hon’ble 
the President. . 

Mr.. PRESIDENT: You need Tint re*fer to m\ rulmp. You must 
discuss your resolution. You iniht keep within 1 lie tonus of your resolu- 
tion, m I cannot allow you to po on. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Wlmtevet we may think of the 

political tactics of the Shall Sahib. I think, we oupht to admite Lis 
persistence m tins Conned The question ot political pn>oneis has 
been a bone of lontention betwetMi tins ( ’oum il and the ( i<>\ ei nnient for 
a lonp time, and I think that it is quite time enough that sonic finality 
was armed at about the polw y which the (ioxemment have* adoptenf in 
dealing with the-e piisoners. 

More than a \eai apo, this (’ouncil b\ an ox ei w helm in*; majority 
I’eeoni mended to the (foxeinment that lion -< o-opei a t ion politual pn- 
soiieis nnclit lie forthwith set at llbert\ I hen* was a cleat deal of 
disi ussion . the political situation of the <ounti\ at that time was dis- 
cussed and in spite ot ( iov t*i nmenf opposition, that lesolution was 
can led 

TlitMi , apain, elumip the last August session of the ('ouncil. when 1 
moved an adjournment of tin* House m otdei to dismiss the Ueattuent 
of political pi i sMinu s in Ihnis.d .1ml, most of us, who spoke on that 
resolution, demanded that all the political piisoiieis who weic still in 
jail, against the i cc ommendal ion of this (^c *n 1 1 c 1 1 . should be toithwith 
se*t at 1 1 1 k * 1 1 \ What has ( io\ ernment clone* v How has ( iov ei nmeut 
accepted tin* ic*c ominemlat am of this ( 'ouncil v l have* lieaid 1 suppose 
l oupht to sav l lu*aicl with plc*asuie - that tin* Ilon’bh* the* Mc-mbei m 
chaise* has latclv lcleased inula ot these* political piisom*is hut they 
have* not l idea seel all ot t hem , and 1 do not know w h\ t he* rest of t he*m hnv e 
not lH'e‘ii rele*asecl The poln \ which t he* ( io\ e*i nnient of He*npal adopted 
in dealing w »th lh**m lias ie*manu*e] tile* same*, and 1 think that it is for this 
('ouncil to insist that tin* teconmmmlation ot the* (’ouncil should he foith- 
with acevpted b\ ( io\ c*t nme*ut 

W e* have* all hcaid about this «* \ |m»i inieiit of dvaivhv, hut I ask the 
llon’hle the* Me*mhe*i in chaise- m all seiioiisness, whethei hv ipnoimp, by 
ch'lihei atel \ innoriiip. the* l ec ominemlat mils of the* (’ouncil, the (tovern- 
nn*nt is pivoty a juactual demoiist i at ion of this unique* exjxuiment on 
respoiisihh* ( io\ cinmc'nl v lYoplo think that v\e* are* hcie doinp no pood 
to the* e'ountiv, that oui ret omme*mlat ions fall flat Win is this that our 
voice is le’panh'd a> a civ in the* w ildci ness v Is it because it can be 
tpnoieel with impumtv v K\e*n the* Kxecutive (invei nmeut must admit 
that as fat .is thev an* concerned, the political situation of the country in 
now much In'ttei than what it was more than a veal apo Then have* no 
complaint apaitist the pailv to whom these prisoners belonp, and I can 
say, without fear of contradiction, that many of these prisoners would not 
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have gone to jail, had they hut raied to defend themselves in the law 
courts. It is a well-known fact that most of them made no defence at 
all. I have mwdt examined some of the east's and 1 do not find that 
there was any paitieulur ease against maiix of them. Theiefoie, I think 
that it is hut fair and just that tin* Government should listen to the voice 
of the C ouncil — a nine whit h has been lejieuted mote than once — and 
set all of them at liberty 

Rfli HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURl! I do not know wh.tt is the 
reason tor m v friend the Shah Sahib coming forward with sui h a lesolu- 
tion. Iheie was t h<* let ommemlation ot this Count il that all political 
prisoners, / c , peisons mcai t «‘i .ited undei the icpit‘ssi\e laws .should 1 m* 
.s(*t at liheifv. That lecommendat ion was made long ago ( Jo\ ei nnient 
at that time m.ole much id the politnal situation pievuihng then So 
tar as I lemembei, the Hon’hle Sn Hem\ 'Wheeler saitl that civil dis- 
obedient c was toming and that ( io\ e i nment t oujtl not allow these poli- 
tn.il piisoneis, who would be used as vulunteois tor piepaimg the 
glound lot cixil d isohed ieht e, to come out ot |.ul at that iiitical time 
Prohahlv the Shah Sahib emouiagcd b\ the ptesent politnal toinlition 
and also b\ the let ommendat ions of the Civil 1 )is<d»t*dirnre Committee, 
has biought fotwaid tin- lesnlutinu It is known to all of Us that the 
tension has been mm h ea-e 1 and that non-t o-npeiutoi s aie not going 
to btuiM h <i\il d tidied lent e Cndd 1 lit*-** t m u in sf a n t cs . I think the 
Government miglit ill the absent e of that glound, bt* Wtdl advised even 
flom their point ol View to at t ept th's le^olutlon now Moieovel. the 
Shah Sahib’s lesolutioii s;i\ s that onlv those piisoneis should be set fret* 
who aie not in an\ wav guiltv of \ mletn e 1 put a i|iH‘stion stone tune 
ago as legaids the numhei <d politnal piistuitis who weie gulilv of 
violent t\ and in answei to that, (ioveinnient said -su fat as I lememher 
- that onlv an insip nifit ant numhei w.»s guiltv in that wav When that 
is tht* t ase . 1 think t he i e is no hai m now . i egai d hei ng hatl to the pi e sent 
jwditn al situation, m aet opting the lesoluluoi of Sfiah Svetl Kmdadnl 
IIa<| . 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 regiet that tin S lesolu- 

t loti lias been hiotight for w aid hot a use it lends to stn up the ashes of 
old eolltlovel s|t«s ami I legiet it the Inoie thoi ail*e the Shah Sahlh. Ill 
bringing foiwanl tins question. admits himself that Ins <odv leason for 
doing SO Is that he is like the llllpoltunate widow It alwavs seemed 
to nit*, with all due defeieme to m\ * olleague. that tin* unjust judge in 
that east* was a civil judge and not a Minimal one In anv »ase I tan- 
not set* how In* eouhl, on the giouinl im*ielv of the import unit w*s of the 
widow, have either leleased or put into p!N"ii anv body of persons, 
government is in tbe saint* position M»*j**!\ betaust* of tin* impoituni- 
fies of the Shah Sahih. T am afia'd we aie unable to altei our attitmb*. 

Tbe mover admits that lit* does not know who these prisoner* are, 
where thev are. or anything at all about them There is a considerable 
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amount of misapprehension about the present position as regards what 
are known as j»olitical prisoners. Their total number is, I think, smaller 
than is usually thought. The last jail return I have received shows 
that there are 220 prisoners called non-co-operators. That includes 
not only all prisoners received back from the* Andamans, who were 
sentenced to t runspoi tat ion for hie many \ears ago, hut all those who 
have been convicted for seditious writings or seditious s]>ee< lies, and 
it further includes cvcnhodx else, who was con\ntcd of any offence 
whatever, calling- himself a non-co-nperatoi I think 1 hat T am right 
in saying that except those who were convicted of seditious writings and 
sjwerhcK, then* is practicalL no one in jail now who was arrested in 
those* troublous months, .lanuan. February and March last year. 
There arc* verv few — I have not analysed tin* figures and, therefore, I 
speak subject to collection, but I should sa\ that theie art* not more 
than 20 to 30 people in jail who have been convicted under the Criminal 
haw Amendment Act Tin* remainder include* the Andaman prisoners 
and a certain numbered those who were* eon\icte»d foi seditious speeches 
and writings In that coni.ee t ion, to show what attitude the (iovern- 
ment have taken up, I would |w)int out that a -statement showing prose- 
cutions fot seditious offences dming tin* period dune, 1021, to Novem- 
ber, 1022, -includes In eoimcfed under section 12-1 A, of whom three* 
hn\e been released including one on apologv ; nine convicted under 
sections 124 A and lbdA of whom fnui have been released; two convicted 
under section IndA, both of whom have be*en released , for se*ditious 
writings, one was convicted undei section 121 A and si\ have liecn 
reb*ase*d on apologv ; under sections 121A and lf»3A combined, three 
were* conv icted and tb<*\ have all been released 

As this motion lias been htought forward. 1 think that H is nn duty 
to explain once more* to the* Coum >1 what the* position of the (rovernment 
is lie* have bee*n addressed on sevei.il occasions for an amnesty. 1 
quite admit that the Shah Sahib does not go so f a r as that Tie only 
wants the* release of a certain class 0# t prisoners Rut with re*gard to 
tile* (question of an amnestv , T put it to tin* Council that there must l>e 
Home basis for (lovernmenf to exercise its powers and grant an amnesty. 
Amnesties are grunted e>n occasions of public rejoi< ing, though the Tail 
Comniifbv lias voiced, what I think is a verv general opinion, that the 
release of ordinan convicts on society is not perhaps the lw*st way of 
.showing public rejoicing; but what is the basis of this request for an 
amnesty of which the Shall Sahib’s resolution L merely a branch? 

In the first place, whom do a on call a jwditical prisoner and what 
is a political offence 9 The Tail Committee discussed the question of 
political prisoners and political offences from the point of view of the 
motive, and they have definitelx recorded t Loir opinion that then* is no 
justification for treating an offender specially because of bis motive. 
The claim that offenders should receive discrimination because of the 
motive of their offence, if pushed to its extreme, amounts to this: that 
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murder is not murder if the victim is it political opponent, and 
that dacoity is not dacoity if the money is used to obtaiu arms to 
overthrow Oovernment. That i.s an extieme statement of the case, 
(iovernment have ne\or recognized, and are not piepared to recognize, 
that the motive for a crime give* an) claim to sjrecial treatment after 
conviction. The motive ma\ often quite projH'rly Ik* taken into account 
m awarding sentences b\ the court, hut once the sentence has been 
awarded, the motive does not give to (iovernment any justification for 
not carrying out that sentence. It we remo\e tin* question ot motive 
then a jxditicnl offendei is a man who has committed an offence against 
the State. Well. 1 put it to the t'oum il that offence's against the 
State, though they ma\ m\olve no moral turpitude, are surel) as 
sei ions as offences against pm.ite individuals I would put it further 
that thc\ aie really mole seiimis inasmuch as they strike at the very 
basis oi the State which protects tin* rights ot pm ate individuals 
The), theietore, in sinking at tin* Stale, strike at the nglds of all 
pm ate mdi \ iduals, and I will ask t he ( 'mini il w het he! the) sire prepared 
to a glee to a proposition that offences against tin* State* ale venial 

Il ue ienn>\e these two the question ol inotne and tin* idea that 
offences against tin* Stale* air \enial then I think that tin* Council 
will agire that then* irmams no reason wh\ sj»ecial tieatment should 
Ik* accoided as a c km to politnal olbndeis. and <»o\cinment adln*re to 
the position tliat the) have alwa\s taken up. that the) cannot deal 
with t In ■so ofi ejidei s as a ( lass 

The M’asons which wen* brought foiwaid foi the release of indivi- 
duals would piesiim.iblv bo that the sentences were too severe owing 1 < » 
the t n < u m st a n< <*s un«h) whuh thrv wrir passod. or that the sentem es 
alteadv seived ale sufficient to achieve tin* object of the punishment, 
detei rent oi irfoimatoiv I would n*ad to 1 1a* ( 'mined an extract fiom 
a speei h ol' His Kxcellencv at M\nn*nsingh on the 7th August last deal- 
ing with tins \oi\ question His Excellent \ said : — 

With regard to the dc-moid for an amnesty for all |h«)j 1 1 < nl prisoners, 1 have 
only two tilings to ^iv r l he Inst is th.u w hi m v t r it is represented to me or I 
have reason to believe that sentem e** of imprisonment are for sonic* i aline or 
.mother undub seven* oi mapprnpi late to tlie offence committed, I shall ulwavs 
take steps to have them reviewed I have in fait recently reviewed the sentences 
persons imprisoned for offences in connection with the non-co- 
o|M*ration movement in Mymensingh with the result that eight have hen released 
and four have had their sentences considerably r«*dmcd 

The second thing I have to say o that tfie only ju-t do at ams for a general 
rt lease of |wrsons who luive romm.tted offerees against tin law in connection with 
n |M>Iitical agitation would la*, if ui c urnstanc e*- laid so chang'd that the* agitation 
itself were at an end and that the* jmtsous released would b* under no indmeinent 
to renew their illegal activities Sudi a Mtuation n a\ aiise one day in <'onne<tion 
with the* uon-eo-o|M>rntion move-merit It has riot arc-n y < t It is not e\c*ti con- 
tAuled by 1 1 lose who ask for a general amnesty that soil, a Mtuation has uriseii 
All tliat is stated is that ‘ the* js*n»e of the eouiurv is not seriously endangered " 
That is true, hut it is only true because those wj o have* disturb'd it, and would 
disturb it again if they could, are now in prison 
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Thai is the aigument of the Shah Sahib, that after all there will be 
no hum), hut to their pievimis decision Government adheie. ^ e are 
always piepaied to leview the case of any mdiMdual which is brought 
to our pot ue. We ha\e rompai at i v c*l\ lecentlv reviewed the cases of 
all prisoners in all districts and have leleased a very large number of 
them and redtned the sentences of a good number mole. Me have also 
issued oi dels that we aie prepared to forego the bonds for keeping the 
peace in the cast* <>1 a eeitain numbei of prisuiieis who have served 
their substantive sentences blit who aie still m piison because they 
refused to gi\e the bonds jeijuned by the ('ouit to keep the peace. We 
have said that we no longei wish to insist upon these bonds because of 
the piesent alteied conditions of the country. 1 have alieady told 
Home metnbeis of the Council that il they send me the name of any indi- 
vidual who tlicv 'think has been eithei unjust 1\ tieated or lias already 
served a sufficient poitmn cd the sentence, I am alwavs prepared to 
consider and ie\ievv and, if necessaiv, to *send for the lecoids and look 
into the case mvsell. Some members of the Council have alieady 
brought surl) cases to m\ notue; whethei they are satisfied with' the 
ordei s passed oi not is a difteient mattei 

Lastlv, Su, 1 would ask the Council whethei tlie se< ond condition 
laid down m His Kxceleiicv’s sjkmu h is fulfilled (iiai'innii'iit frankly 
udmits that 1 fu" piesent condition of the countiv is verv diffeient from 
what it was six months ago, but can it ‘bo said that even thing has l>een 
washed out Y 

We have lecentlv had the report of the (’nil Disobedience Com- 
mittee — Hal 1 lai endranat h Chaudhuri is optimistic enough to sj\ that 
civil disobedience is dead — and I would ask even niemhei oi the Coun- 
cil whether he could sav , altei a perusal of that lepoit. that lace hatred 
or civil disobedience was dead:' Tlie whole of that repoit bieatbes one 
long intention to wotk uf» civil disobedience and civil disobedience in 
its final and most fanatical form Both sides of the present contioversy 
in non-rn-opci at ion cjuarters put forw ard civil disobedience as what 
thev are aiming at Those who wisli to entei the Councils wish to do 
so in ot del to put. the Councils out of theii win so that they max have 
a free hand for civil disobedience. Thev recognize, 1 am glad to say, 
that tlfej Councils area bulw.uk against civil dnoliedience. Those who 
are not in favour of entei mg the Councils put it on the ground that 
entering the Councils will -take avvav their energies from pursuing their 
main object which is civil disobedience. 

The statement of Mi Gandhi made last year has remained uncon- 
tiadieted that the whole object ot creating volunteers and enrolling 
volunteers is to prepare the wav for civil disobedience. Even such 
bald and unconvincing sketches of a politically constructive programme 
as are put forward, give us no reassuranc e The only programmes I have 
seen put forward- and I read the non-co-operation papers sedulously — 
have Ihh'H in the direction of Communism tinged with Bolshevism. 
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Theiefore, although I thankfully admit thut tho situation is ven differ- 
ent fioiu what it was last \eai, 1 think that tho Council will not ho 
prepaied to say that the whole dangei lias parsed. and that on that 
account wo should make a (loan swoop of tho molt in jail. 1 have 
not examined in delail the figuies of the men in jail and I do not know, 
theiefoie, pietiselv to how man} this lesolutnm would actualh upplv, 
but I would iopo.it. m conclusion, that (iovemment will ulwa>s 1 m* 
willing to (oiisidot and leuew an\ individual case that may he brought 
to its not ue. and whole ( ioveininont ale not piopurod to release any 
])articulai individual about whom a request is nindo to Us, 1 should he 
juepaied to give the luonihoi. who makes that leanest, tho icasous win 
(rovemment :ui‘ not in a position to giant it 1 think that the (toveiu- 
mont's position is fan and logo al and 1 think that tho Council will 1 m* 
prepaied to a< < ept it . 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: 1 cannoj conscient i- 
oiisl\ s,i\ that the w hole dangei , as the ilon’hle Mi Stephenson has said, 
of pnl't n al t til nuul has passed aw a\ He has made a good < ase against 
tin* u e f t e l a i anilird' Hut theie ale om nsioiis when a little men \ is 
politn I he 1 1 e \ e . Sn . that though the whole dangei Inis not \et passed 
awa\ the agitatois h.i\e Kiliie to see tho foll\ of then wa\s That being 
so. ( » nv ei nment iim\ he a little mole lenient than the\ weie lie 1’nre 1 
know m.i n \ of those who ha\e Immmi imprisoned aie men of \ei\ high 
ih.iiaitel. men who have been misled h\ slH'll eNes as we lican! \ester- 
<la\ that tlmlv \i‘,iis nr foitv \eats is an ahsindh long pem»d (oi tin* 
attainment of umnij These misleadeis an* reallv at fault and not these 
men ,\s legaids these men 1 eanimt sa\ that when the\ have i otn- 
mitted ofletices. sin h .e daioitv ot (limes attendant with violence, tliev 
should lie tiealed difteienth from other (riminals Hut in all cases. 
Sir. wlo'ii v on find that these people have been misled. \ou mav he 
men iful and even if v on cannot let them go. \mi could tteat them as 
simple prisoneis 1 do. Sit, earnesth eiitieat that all these prisoners 
mav h<* t leated as prisoners with simple impnsonment Now tho 
TTon'hle Mr Stejdienson has said that he will in even particular case 
give even eoiisnlei at ion to the rpiestiou as to whether thev slioiild ho 
released o? not I would suggest that lie should take with him a com- 
mittee of two such Indian gentlemen whom he can trust and two of his 
own officials and pidge mice more every ca.se and see whether any one of 
these poisons could he released Now, Sir. I do not know whether 
Shah S\<*d Kmdadul IIa<| will, in view of the assurance given bv the 
Ilon’hle Mr. Stephenson, withdraw his resolution or not. I would ask 
him to withdraw it arid would ask the Ilon’ble Mr. Stephenson to con- 
sider m\ suggestion. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: This resolution is a corollary 
of a resolution alreadv passed bv the Council for releasing the jKjhtical 
prisoners. I think the resolution ought to have been amended in this 
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way: “ That the Government l>e askerl to give effect to the resolution 
already passed tor releasing the ixditical prisoners.” That would have 
obviated the drawbacks that are facing us at present. Shah Syed 
Kmdadul. ilinj’s resolution says: 44 Pi Loner?* who have not been con- 
victed of violence or of destruction ot proj>erty or of incitement thereto, 
should be released immediately.” Therefore, it is a harmless resolu- 
tion and as a corollary to the resolution already I Kissed by this Council 
ought to 1 m‘ accepted by this Council. 

With these wolds 1 commend the resolution. 

Dr, JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 think I should sup]>ort the 
resolution which lias Ikmmi made by my friend, Shah Syed Kmdadul 
JJaq. Many of these prisoner*, Sir, have been convicted under the 
repressive laws for some technical offence, such as being simply office- 
bearers oi the Indian National Congiess or for holding meetings in 
prohibited areas. Into the merits of these laws I ha\e no mind to 
enter at the present moment. What 1 want to impress on you is this, 
that the tenable excitement through which the whole ol India ] Kissed 
last \ ear at this tune has considerably subsided and there is distinct 
evidence of many of the non-co-operators not only resuming their even 
tenor of life, but also coming forward to enter this Council Chandler. 
After the exigencies of the situation demanding incarceration of a 
number of jioliticnl prisoners last year the situation lias so much altered 
now that there is hardly any justification ioi continuing those repressive 
laws, and l cannot lielieve that Government has any desire to be 
unnecessarily vindictive. 1 do not believe that the leaders of the non- 
co-operation puitv are criminals m the strict sense of the term, and it 
is also true that many of them have got intelligence and ability which 
is in no way inferior to many of us here. To win the confidence of such 
men, to win their love and* affection, to win their co-operation m all 
matters relating to the contentment and happiness of the jieople of the 
country, should be co\eted by all governments, and not a single day 
should 1 h> lost m bunging about this end. If a few subjects of the 
British Government have slued and bolted away like restive animals, 
prudence demands gentle handling and not the use of whijxs and batons. 
Sir, sympathy is known to be the universal solvent, and if Government 
take the people into their confidence meting out justice, they will see 
that in a very short time their so-ealled enemies will be turned into 
their staunchest friends and that is a possibility which no Government 
ought to ignore. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I rise to give my support to 
the resolution which has been moved by Shah Syed Kmdadul Haq. 
Personally I may say* this, that I am not a non-eo-operator nor do I 
wish the Reforms to lie w recked. 1 am glad to find that the times are 
rapidly changing. I find that this is the most opportune time when 
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the Government should stretch forth its hands of co-operation to the 
people who had been some time ago under a mistaken notion and had 
gone over to the other camp. I may say. as far as 1 can judge from 
the attitude of a large section ol my countrymen, that those who some 
two or three years ago so rigidlv ret used to co-o]»erate are gradually 
veering round and considering whether the\ should or should not co- 
cqierate with the Government and enter the Council. There may be 
some voices still harping on the old theme of uon-co-oi>eration, but on 
the whole, 1 think, that there is u jierceptihle change m the attitude 
of those who have so long held themsehes aloof. 1 think, therefore, 
that this is the opportune time for Government to exercise that- wise 
statesmanship which has not unoften characterised its efforts m the 
]>ast, and I hope that the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson, who 1ms now 
assumed charge of one of the most imjHutant depul tmeiits in the 
adininisti ation ot ltengal, will exercise this statesmanship which will 
result m bringing round all sections ot the communit\ together and 
thus making resjioiisible go\ eminent a real success m ltengal 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Some time ago. this 
(\mncil recommended a icsolution of this nature and practically this 
resolution is a leiteration ol the same pravei. Out resolution, so far 
as this matter goes, is piacticallv a recommendation to gi\c effect to 
the old resolution. How far Uo\ernment would he able to 
at cede to oui request and how iar it would be possible lor them to 
gne effect to the resolution is not known to us, and we cannot lund the 
Government to earn it out in its cntnetv I think wo ought to give 
the jnditical prisoners opi>ortunities to come to this Council and to co- 
operate with the Government or to make* suggestions for reasonable 
improvements in oui j>olitieal situation Political piisoiiers have been 
acting against the principle of conduct that we have been following. 

It is a political grievance on then jwit Thcv say that we have not 
been doing any work lieie for the benefit of the jieople. The several 

retrenchment committees show that leally there are these gricvum-cs 

really things are not m then piojier oidei. If they uige to minimise' 

the cost or allow a further privilege to the fwople, or grant dominion 

government, I do not think the\ should he hutshjv tieafed for that. 

If there i* anything serious, of course, that tun U* projieilv dealt with 
under the existing provisions of the law. In this state of things 1 

think it will not he wrong on my jmrt to ap]K*al to Government to 

consider the situation and to ask the Council not to do a thing which 
would l)e wrong on their part. Some time ago the Council recom- 
mended this. I set 1 no harm on the part of Government in accepting 
the resolution. It would lie rather inconsistent or it would be rather 
unreasonable on the part of Government to say that, us fur as possible, 
effect would be given to it. This is a thing in which we are simply act- 
ing in the spirit of conciliation. The political prisoners are imprisoned 
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for leally giving vent to their grievances for the benefit of the jieojde. 
They should be tieated leniently and given oppoitumties to tome to the 
Council. 1 do not think they would come heie to wreck the Council. 
Government is neiessaix loi even society, lot even eountiy. Without 
government no country can pioceed. Some sot t ol government in lieces- 
saiy. The only difleience between the hoh-co-ojmm atoi s and co-ojiera- 
tors is that one puitx is thought to be dejiendent upon Government to 
pi meed giaduulk, while tin* other pm t y simply say give us something 
at once which will do leal good to tin* lountiy. Practically under the 
Reioims Sthenic, the Government aie in a difficulty. The cost of the 
udministiation of Government has gtme up veiy high. So tin that point we 
cannot say that they are wiong If, untlei the t n t umstances, some of 
them could come and say that they ha\e come here fin non-co-operation, 
but still it must be obvious that they will be satisfied that tlieie is a 
genuine desiie on tin* jnut ol Government as well as on the jrait of the 
members to <b) ieal gootl to tbe jieople, then I do not think they tould 
wreck a (ioveinnient of that sort. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tbe member must know that we aie not dis- 
cussing now the advisability id tbe non-t o-o]>ei atois standing for 
election or not \X c aie only tliscussing the question of leleasing poli- 
tical piisoneis oi a teitam categoiy fiom jails 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 undeistand tin situa- 
tion. 1 max say that we should not lit* very puitnulai about it and 
that we should pioceed whatcvei may be then attitude (Mil attitude 
should be one of conciliation, and if that could he h«*l j km! without any 
special difficult \ being created by Government, they siiould he lelensed 

In this view I supi>oit tin* lesolutioii and apjH’al to (ioveinnient to 
consulei this point. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: 1 suppoit the 
lesolutioii td the Shah Sahib not l>e< ause the Government should show' 
any sympathy toi the movement but* it is foi doing something else. 
Thoie was a time when many people without undei standing the real 
import of the question of lion-co-ojHMation simply followed then leaders 
for whom they had some sort of affection anil respect, (hit oi lespect 
foi the leadeis they often followed them without under standing the real 
thing. At that time vvhen.theie was a genet al inn after these leaders 
and it was leasonable and liecessaiy foi (ioveinnient to take some 
action in otdei 1 1 > put a stop to peojde following then leadeis without 
thinking Then* is a diffeieme between oidinaix baldened mminais 
and these political piisoneis who wanted to do something without 
understanding anx teal thing, without showing any moial tuipitude in 
the wax oF causing desinution of piopeitv and inciting other people 
to do something. They simply out of their youthful affectiou for 
some people or for consideration for some leaders went astray and I think 
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by this time they have found reason foi amending their future condui t. Of 
course, (tovei unieiit ran sa\ that unless they ask for it win should 
we give it. Rut then* is a diffieultv in then \va\. The\ gave out to 
theii friends 1 1m t the\ weie going to join the non-co-operation move- 
ment and will not ask auvtlnng fioni Government Therefore, they 
aie refraining fioin asking an\ favour tiom (io\ ei ninent. Rut the 
same < onsulei ation lannot stand m the wav of Government. Govern- 
nient is a high aulhmity and it is above all these pcttv < oiisidet'atioiiH. 
Rut it (ioveinment m this wa\ leleases i otnpaiati velv innocent people, 
who did not show any moial turpitude, who did not on use an\ ilistur- 
hance 01 did not incite other people to doing something ven wrong, 
thov will he showing some magnanimity and also make soine distinc- 
tion between these people and oidimm criminals 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I aist \escil this Council 

]>assed a lesolutmn 1 eeommending the lele.ise of the politoal prisoners, 
M\ fnend, Matilvi Yakuinuddm Ahmed, has iightlv said this resolution 
is onl\ a (oiollaiv to that lesolution We should 1i\ to leconcde all 
elements m the <ounm in oidei“ to base a full representative ^n\mi- 
niciit. W’e all of in know that jails do not ait as a means of chang- 
ing the opinion of the peojJe, hut if thev aie sent fo pul without due 
l e co«r n 1 1 ion ol all then actions it onlv makes those m» sent to jail to 
(ling to then opinion mole fiiml\ In man\ lass we know that rmn- 
< o-opei atoi s ha\e hern sent to jail on the flinis\ c\ idem e of the < haukl- 
d.ijs and dafadais. who themselves aie not bcvoml mm h stispn ion. 
M\ point is that things aie l*ei miiiii^ not mal in the <ounti\ and it is 
hettei to help this atmosphere id jh\i< e that is <nmiiig m the country 
Manx of the people who have been sent to jail foi polite al offences 
have seived then tel ins foi a long tune and the effect of ( leniency 
should he tried in them 

With these few wolds, I suppoit the lesolution 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I desire to speak 

a few winds on the subject. We have listened to the 1m id speech of 
the Rou ble Ml. Stephenson Re thinks that if a lomiete <asc }m* 
made to him he is piepared to corisidei over the matter. The request 
has been made b\ the Coiini il once and tin* Council lame to the conclu- 
sion that the {miltirul piisoneis ought to he allowed to he leleased. This 
request again is made to the ('ouniil to-dav— a request not on behalf of 
any individual hut a request on behalf of all. Therefore, it is necessary 
for Government to consider over the matter a pram because* it is the voice 
* of the Council, arid if that l»e so, the (ioveinment will he in a position 
to consider which piisoneis ouprht not to he allowed to pm away and which 
prisoners ought to be allowed to go. 
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Mf. PRE8IDENT: Relore I (all uik>ii the Shall Sahib to reply I would 
ask him to remain m the same place from where lie moved his reso- 
lution. 1 ha\o been looking tor him lor some tune past and I find 
him now on the opjnisite side of the House. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ ie plied m the vernacular. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N : I will not detain the Coun- 
cil long, but I should like to say a lew \void> with regard to some of 
the observations of the sjieakeis who have spoken suite my reply. I 
think I may claim that these sjieakers have not affected my position. 
The speeches have lieen in the main an apjxal to the idea that sym- 
pathy with the non-co-operators would turn them into co-ojHTators. 
Sir, if there were the slightest chance* of turning the non-co-ojierators 
into co-operators I would accept tin* resolution. Hut tin* whole past 
history shows that there is not the remotest chance of such a reaction 
to clemency. Halm Kishoii Mohan Chaudhun api>eals to (roxcnuncnt 
not to treat its jxditieal opponents harshlv and savs that it any wrong 
has been done by them they could be dealt with undei the existing 
provisions ot the law. Of course this is prccisch what lias been done, 
fie, bowevei , goes on to uige (io\eimnent to at rept this lesolution 
and promise that as fai as jxissible rflo I mav be given to it Well, 
Sir, 1 am alwu\sout foi eompiomises, but I do not see how it < ,m ho 
possible to accept a compromise of that kind What does it mean ? 
Of course it is possible to gi\o effect to the resolution, there 0 nothing 
to pievent Oo\ornment fiom exon Ling its jxoveis undei tin* Criminal 
Proeeduie (’ode and releasing the prisoneis The addition of “ as far 
us jxissi Me, 1 ’ therefore, is meaningless. 

Then Khan Hahadur Mauhi Wasimuddm Ahmed spoke of tliose 
who had been misled tiirougji ignoianco. 1 can asMiie him that thole 
an* none in jail at the piesent moment who have been misled 
through lghoianee unless the\ have been ron\nt<Ml m the la^t 
month or two and i think it would bp safe to sa\ that any one 
who has convicted of an offence against the law after this 

\eai of till moil cannot claim to ha\c acted m ignorance. The 
]>eople, whom the Khan Hahadur doubtless retened to m his sjx'ech, 
were tlmse*who were convicted in vei\ large mimheis at the login- 
ning of the year; hut I desire to assure him and I think I can say with 
certainty that there are none of those, except the leadeis who do not 
fall within this categon . who are still in jail. 

I come now to the first sjoakei, Rai Hahadur logendia Chinnier 
Ohose, who apjM'aled to me to associate myself with a committee to go 
through these cases. I am afraid, for reasons which have been 
explained to this Council on many occasions while considering a proposal 
of this kind, that Government are not prepared to accept that. What 
we are naked to do is to exercise the power conferred by the Criminal 
Procedure Code on the Executive Government to over-rule the verdict 
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of the criminal court. That is a matter in which a grout responsibility 
is placed on Government, and Government are not prepared to abdicate 
their position and share the responsibility; the responsibility is theiis. 
It has been put forwaid that the piomise to go through any rimes whic h 
are brought to our notice would be of no avail because members do not 
know the cases individually. Within the la^t three months the District 
Magistrates throughout Bengal have reviewed e>ery case in which a man 
has been convicted and was still in jail The\ submitted to Government 
a list of all the cases of the men who weie in jail m their districts and 
gave their recommendations in each case In some cases, Government 
liefore passing final orders .sent for the records for examination In 
other cases thev passed oideis on a report of the' District Magistrate 
I am quite willing, if it affords any satisfaction 1o the Council, to 
undertake to go through these leports again and see whethej there is 
any case in them in which it is desirable that Government should 
send for the 1 records and go tlnough them But 1 am afraid I am unable 
to accept the proposal to associate mvself with a committee in this 
matter and to pass on to the committee the responsibility which the 
law has placed on Gm eminent. 

The motion was then put 

Mf. PRESIDENT: l think the Noes lone it (He paused for some 
time ) The Noes have it 

A few seconds later Shah S\ed Kmdadul TLiij stood up and asked 
for a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You did not ask for a division in time, Shah 
Sahib. I waited for you T cannot allow it now. 


Withdrawal of resolution. 

The following resolution sianding in the name of Mundii A\ub All 
was. in the absence of the member, deemed to lx- withdrawn* 

“This Council recommends to the Government that instrin tions 
lie issued to district boards to take necessar\ steps at their own cost 
for the eradication of the nuisance of the water-h vaejnth in the areas 
under their jurisdiction, and under the jurisdiction of local boards and 
union lroards, and that bv-laws be framed dealing with areas outside 
their jurisdiction.” 


Eradication of watar-hvamn+h. 

► 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that instructions Ih* issued to district boards 
and municipalities to take necessary stejw at their own cost and at 
the cost of the owners where the tanks, ponds and low land am within 
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their pjivate propel tiea, for the eradiction of the mr sauce of the 
watei-hvacinth in the aieas undei t he ii junsdiction. 

He deliveied his s]w»eeh in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

In moving this, I might sav at the veiv outset that nohodv in this 
House need he told verv much as to tin* necessity for the acce]>tance of 
such a resolution. It must he admitted that the nuisance of the water- 
hyacinth is not only dangeious to puhln health hut also impedes agii- 
cultuial impiovements It is, theiefoie, eminently desiiahle that this 
nuisance should he removed as soon as possible In the Distiict 
Roald of Tip]>eia tin* authorities have penalised the existence of this 
nuisance in any lank or khal in their jui lsdntion, and the union boa ids 
of the distiict have also heen instructed to adopt tin* same couise. I 
have followed the same pi meiple in mv union hoards and this nuisance 
was removed in mv aiea Rut as soon iA; the rams set in in the 
month of Srnhnn last, the watei -h\ aeinth of othei distiicts flooded mv 
union, and mv endeavouis to make mv union hoaid a model one in 
this diieetion wen* in vain Kn , it will not do if we remove the plague 
from one paitieular aiea Even if tin* whole of Reniral is ml of tins 

evil, oui position will not hi* safe The w alei -hv so mth of othei pro- 

vinces, for instance, Assam, will come m thiou^h the channels nf 
eommunieat ion , and spread ovei tin* w h<*dc count n again Let Rental 
he swept awav in the fiist mstaiue, and when we have done this, we 
might move the Government of India to see that oui sistei piovimes 
from whom the leeunenee of tins evil is npptchcuded also do the 
same In that ca^e theie will he no ( hame of flesh an umulat ion of 
this (dinoxious ]dant . 

I understand that the mattei is now undei the consideration of a 
committee which has heen formed for the purpose It is one thing 
to have a committee and it is <juite another tiling to give piac- 

tieal shape to theii in otnmeiidations. Tin* piohlem* I submit. 
Sir, is fraught with many practical difhrulties We must ob- 

viate them, and unless the Rental Government come foivvardto 
help us, tin* evil can tievei he oveieome We an* vilhureis, hut we 
claim to'lyive a deeper interest than the memheis on the committee 
formed If the (iovemmelit eonsidei ii expedient to elu it public opinion 
ill Ibis matter, the proposal will hi* welcome to all We aie piepared to 
help the Government hv all means 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-COV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): I think it would 

simplifv matters and at the same time curtail the discussion if I were 
to intervene at this stage, and sav at once that on behalf of Government 
we accept the resolution This is a veiv difficult matter Sir. America 
with her vast resources has not vet heen aide to eradicate the water- 
hyacinth, and it is said — I hope, not maliciously — that the water- 
hyacinth is an American introduction to India. However that may be, 



1922 .] 


ERADICATION of water-hyacinth. m 

Government has been fullv alive to the mH-Ps.it> of taking stops to 
eradicate tins tfieat nil's, nice. A rommittee was appointed with Sir 
J. ( ’. Roso as its Pies, dent Mv f i lend. 1 lip no \ 1 1 . m mistaken n, 
thinking that thp lommittee lias not hern doii.o- anv th.no at all. ami 
that it has been sleeping ovei its business, while tin- people aie bo.njr 
bitton by snakes. I mav assuie the Council that it is not so The 
committee has submitted its lepoit. ami the lepoit is m the pu-ss The 
eoinmittee has thus ilone something, ami m» doubt Government will 
eonsider the matter and pass oideis in due tune In the meantime, 
some d’sti ict boaids ha\p not been idle uvn this mattei I undeistand 
the Distiut Roaid of Dacca ami one 01 two othei distiict boaids have 
issued by-law s; I furthei learn that the Distiict Maoist. ale of Dacca 
called a sort of eonfeienee of the people foi the put pose of taking stops 
to eradicate the water-hvaeinth. but uti foi t unatelv the response to ihe 
apf)eal was \en pool Tlowevei that mav be. 1 do not wish 'to trespass 
furthei upon the time of the ( oiinnl On behalf of (iovei nmcnt , 1 am 
pro pa led to a< < ej>t the resolution. 

Rai Dr. HARIDH AN DUTT Bahadur: I am vm ^h.d to find that 

the Don ble the Minister has accepted this lesolution I have veiv ^rieal 
svmpathv with the puipose foi which the lesnlutinti has been binuylit 
befoie the Council to-d.i\ During the last thiee oi foui veins, almost 
all over Fastejn Retinal ami of |»oitiotis of Western Rental, the memo e 
of the water-h \ mint h has be< nine the topic of the day We dismissed 
this matter duntifr the last session of the Coum il ami. as a lesult of 
our delibei.it ion as the Tfon’ble the Minister has pointed out we 
appointed a comm it tee I ha t < onnn 1 1 1 ee is com j wised of em i lien t s< ien I »st s 
who are eeitaililv expected to diseovel a reined v which will eiadoate 
the water-hv aemtli fioni Rental : but, in t lie meantime. I feel that we have 
our dutv to perform, and it is ipiite possible that if we make efloits n, 
that directum, we mav achieve a frreat deal of woik even without the 
help of scientists. T have always been unable to understand whv an 
individual oi even a rnunii ipalit v oi a distiut board should he allowed 
to keep mote teriitoiies than it ran possible manage I( is, to mv 
mind, impioper that a xanimdar or a landholder should be allowed to 
possess an area of land which be < atinot cnnfinl oi keep in piopei 
order To prevent this, the Wst course is the fiamintr < f bv-laws so 
that the individual owner of the land would be held responsible for keep- 
ing the land in proper condition If such bv-hiws ate enfoieed. then 
T would bumblv stifftrest that the w afer-hv ac itith memoe mav 1m* over 
in no time We find that the w atet-h vac mf h i* plavin^ havoc in almost 
nil tbodisfiiets of Renirnl; so I think that much useful weak will be 
^onp if the municipalities and distric t Waid* c-otic e? ned pass a bv-law 
enjoining on the zamimbus arid lamlownets not to allow the wafet- 
hvneinth to grow in their compounds or tatiks. That is the reason whv 
T feel sympathy for the resolution whieh just Wen moved. 
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I find, Sir, that in Brahmanbaria, in the district of Tippers such 
by-laws have been already passed and published in the Calcutta Gazette 
of the jfith November, and have received the approval of the Hon’ble 
the Minister. I feel, Sir, and I do believe that it will not Ik* out of 
place for us to submit that he will ciicularise the district boards and 
municipalities of Bengal advising them to ]>ass similar by-laws to era- 
dicate the jH*st of the water-hyacinth. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: I ^ave notice of this reso- 
lution with the intention of drawing the attention of Government to the 
nuisance of the water-hyacinth. But as I have learnt from the Hon’ble 
the Minister and also from Mr. Donovan that the report of the committee 
presided over by Sir J. (' Bose had not yet been published, I think it 
is not the proper time to move it. T hep leave, therefore, to withdraw’ 
the motion, and at the same time T hope that Government will expedite 
the publication of the reporl. 

The following resolution was then, hv leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

tl This Council recommends to the (bnernment that a suitable con- 
tribution in money be made to Sir 4. C. Bose in older to help him in 
the conduct of e\|>enmonts into the causes of the water-hyacinth and 
the means for its eradication from the province of Bengal.” 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The rosolut ion 
contains the word “ instructions ” We are not in a |H>sition, Sir. to 
issue instructions to district boards and municipalities These are 
statutory bodies and Government cannot order or issue mandates upon 
them All that we can do is to advise them; therefore, the resolution 
may be altered in the wa\ I sujrpcst, namely — “ this Council recom- 
mends to the Government* that district boards and municipalities may 
be advised to take necessary steps at their own cost and the cost of the 
owners where the tanks, jtonds, and low land are within their private 
pro]K*rties. for the eradication of the nuisance of the water-hyacinth in 
the areas under their jurisdiction 

1 think my friend will accept that 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do you accept it. Shah Sahib? 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Yes, Sir, I do 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: I 1**£ to speak 
only a few words about the lejrnl point involved in the working of the 
b i-laws. and respectfully draw the attention of the Hon’ble the 
Minister to it. 

At the very hetfinninj: w’e were doubtful as to how the by-laws would 
st\nd in course of trial. The District Board of Rajshahi framed such 
b -laws, but after some time found it difficult to enforce them. We have 
Ven told tliat when tested, these by-laws will not stand and that the 
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people haye stubbornly refused to act according to them. We have also 
learnt that we cannot legally proceed against those that do not obey 
these laws. Our legal advisers say that they will not stand close scrutiny 
in a court of law. I, therefore, request that the Hobble the Minister 
will take legal advice on this point and consider whether they are 
effective, and, if not, how they may be rendered so. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: May 1 have some information 
from the Hon’ble the Minister on the point, raised just now, as regards 
the inoperativeness of the by-laws ? 

The HonNMe Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: We have that 
point in our mind and we will consider the matter. 

The resolution of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq, as amended by the 
Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, was then put and agreed to. 


Reorganization of the Subordinate Educational 8enrioes* 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that thin 
Council recommends to the Government that the Government resolu- 
tion No. 464-Edn., dated the 3rd March, 1922, in connection with the 
reorganization of the educational services below tin* Bengal Educational 
Service, be modified at an early date as follows: — 

(7) that the scale Rs. 150 — 10 — 250 be replaced bv a new scale 
Rs. 150 — 15 — 300 and that 25 per cent, of officers engaged 
in teaching work he placed on it ; 

( 2 ) that the scale Rs. 75 — 5 — 200 lie replaced by a new scale 
Rs. 75 — 5 — 150 (efficiency liar) — 10 — 250; 

(.7) that the scale Rs. 50 — 2 — 80 (efficiency bar) — 3 — 1 10 lx* replaced 
by Rs. 50 — 4 — 110 (efficiency bar) — \ — 150; and 

( 4 ) that the lienefit of the proposed scale of pay be granted to 
officers according to the length of their services in the appoint- 
ments concerned. 

In moving this resolution I am only performing a duty we owe to the 
members of the Educational Service in Bengal. My resolution, it has to 
be admitted, is a very modest one. It only aims at certain reasonable 
modifications of the recently adopted reorganization scheme of the Educa- 
tional Services below the Bengal Educational Service. The members of 
this particular section of the Educational Service have suffered long and 
I cannot help saying that justice demands that those who have long 
suffered in silence should be the first to receive kind and favourable treat- 
# ment at the hands of the department at the time of the revision of pay. 
In my resolution to-day I have stated in explicit terms the modifications 
necessary in the reorganization scheme and I have no doubt that the 
Council will concede that they are of a very modest character. 

24 
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The results of the deliberations of the Wordsworth Committee have 
been the recently adopted reorganization scheme of this particular 
section of the Educational Service in Bengal; but an examination of 
the conditions, rather new conditions, of the scheme will show that 
there are many glaring anomalies and discrepancies in it. It is singu- 
larly untort unute that they have passed undetected. 

The revision of juiv recently sanctioned has been quite inadequate 
to meet the legitimate demands of the teachers who belonged to the 
old Subordinate Educational Service, and “ that far from improving 
their prospects, it has made their position worse.” Their maximum 
pay has not l>een raised, but curiously enough has been reduced. 
This harmful anomaly ought to be immediately removed. 

The Government of Bengal, as 1 have stated at the outset, have 
reorganized the Educational Services below the Bengal Educational 
Service by its resolution No. 404-Edn., dated the 3rd March, 1922, 
and lias sanctioned the following scales for the teaching line of the 
officers oi the Education Department: — 

(1) Us. 150— It) — 300 (efficiency bar) — 10 — 400 with a selection 

giade of 3 officers on Us. 450 (for 7ft lecturers and demon- 
strators). 

(2) Us. 150—10 — 250 (selection grade for Assistant Ileadmavsters 

only). 

(3) Us. 75 — 5 — 150 (efficiency bui)— 5 — 200 (for English teachers). 

(4) Us. 00 — 4 — 120 (efficiency bar) — 4 — 100 (for senior classical 

teachers). 

(5) Us. 50 — 2 — 80 (efficiency bar) — 2 — 110 (junior classical and 

vernacular teauhers of High English Schools). 

(0) Us. 35 — 2 — 75 (efficiency bar) — 3 — 90 (vernacular teachers). 

The first scale and the last scale of pay arc, on the whole, satisfactory. 
The fourth scale (that for senior classical teachers) should in my 
opinion lx* abolished and its officers should be included in the list of 
English teachers as they hud been under the old graded system. 
There is very strong reason for its abolition. Under the new system, 
some M.A.’s B.T.’s and B.A.’s have been placed on the scale of 
Us .00 — 4-*-160, whereas matriculates and even non-matriculates have 
been placed on Us. 75 — 5 — 200, the sole reason being that they are in 
charge of classical subjects. 

Of the other three scales, the maximum pay fixed for the second 
ami third scales docs not seem to lx* adequate. There is an utter 
disregard of all principles of fairness and justice in the new arrange- 
ment. The teachers who were drawing Us. 250 under the old graded 
system have derived no benefit at all, whereas others in the selection f 
grade have got increments which vary from 25 to 87 per cent, of their 
pay. Again, among the officers who are placed on Rs. 75 — 5 — 200, 
those who wow drawing Rs, 200 or Re, 350 have got no increment, 
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while the pay of others has generally been increased at the uniform 
rate of 33 per cent., plus one year’s increment. The McAlpin Com- 
mittee, which adopted the principle of a sliding scale of graduated per- 
centages of increase in the pay, recommended that the value of jx)»t« 
of Rs. 200 and over should be increased by 20 j>er cent. This principle 
was adopted also by the Government of the Cnited Provinces. On 
this basis the maximum .pay of the selection grade becomes Rs. 300 
and that of the ordinary grade R-. 240. 

Khan Sahib Aman Ali and Mr. Kausik Nath Bhattacharji, two of 
the members of the committee appointed for the reorganization of the 
Subordinate Educational Son ices have, in their note of dissent, recom- 
mended Rs. 300 as the maximum pa> of the selection grade. By the 
lecent Government Resolution the maximum pay of tin* lectuiers has 
been laised from Rs 250 to IN tot), that of a junior classical and 
vernacular teacher of a High School from Rs 50 to Rs. lit), and that 
of a Lower Sifboidmate (Minci (xeiiiacului) from IN 45 to Rs. 00. 
But strangeh enough, the maximum pn\ of the teaeheis of the Subor- 
dinate* Educational Sen ice has been icdiieed from IN 250 to Its. 200 
in the case of all except 54 ofihet* m whose case too, there n no increase 
in the maximum pay. The injustice docs not end here. More than 
300 English teaeheis out of a total number of >>05 will not, undei the 
new time-scale system, he able to leach even the icduecd maximum 
of Rs. 200 Naturally this has mused a great heart-burning among 
the officers concerned and has gneii me to new causes of discontent 
us if those already existing were not sufficient to goad them to despair. 

It appears that in the name of improxement the position of English 
teachers has been made worae and then futuic prosjxu’ts have l teen 
marred. 

I feel it necessary to point out how the recurring grant of Rs. 0 
lakhs, granted by the Imjxuial Government, even dining the war time 
in 1016, was allowed to lapse, venr after year, and a large portion of 
the sura, Rs. 3 lakhs, set apart by the Bengal Government for the 
improvement of the pay of teacher- of Government high schools only, 
was spent in improving the pay of other officers also. The following 
table will speak for itsdf : — 


Promoted to cUm 

I (K*. 250) 

Nambftr of Uarbar* 
Uiwfltwl. 

1 

Number of offWra. 
other than tnoahara, 
Iwfiafltod. 

8 

Ditto 

11 ON. 200) 

3 

23 

Ditto 

III (K*. 150) 

3 

49 

Ditto 

IV (It* 125) 

20 

47 

Ditto 

V (K*. 100) 

28 

95 

Ditto 

VI (Rs. 75) 

58 

1o4 

Ditto 

VII (R*. 60) 

90 

108 


ToUl 

.. 212 

434 


34 * 
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Now I ask the Council to reconcile actual facts with the “ new 
conditions and improved prospects ” of the particular section of the 
service I am dealing with. While only 212 teachers in the whole Presi- 
dency of Bengal have l**en lienefited, 434 officers other than teachers 
of the dejwirtment have also been benefited. We do not envy their lot. 

1 think they fully deserved the benefit granted to them. 

But I ask the Council to take the facts as. they are ancl recommend 
that Government 'should secure the contentment of .a vesry useful 
section of Bengal teachers by dealing with them equity and justice. 
The modifications 1 recommend in the reorganization scheme of the 
particular section of the Education l)ej>artmcnt are of such a modest 
and reasonable character that there should be no difficulty in adopting 
them. And the Council will no doubt grace its pxact position by 
accepting them for incorporation in the reorganization scheme of the 
Educational Service below the Bengal Educational Sen ice. 

A distinguished Indian Educationist Dr. Ohatterjee, late Insjiector 
of Schools, said — 

It ik well known that the salaries paid to teachers are inadequate and in some 
cases lamentably low. A graduate, (B.A.) for example, when apjiointed to be a 
Deputy Magistrate, begins to draw at once Its 350 a month But if the name 
man offered himself to In* a teacher we would not pay him more than Hs 35. — 
Fifth Qumqwnnuil Hevmc of fir ng'i/, putj( $2 

Teachers and their dejn'mlants have been long accustomed to starve. 
But will the 1 ! reformed Bengal Council ]iermit that sad state of things 
to continue ? 1 jmuse for a reply. 

Now a few words about the fourth item of my resolution. It is 
puzzling to think that the lienefit of the promised scale of pay to 
officers according to the length of their service in the apjiointments 
concerned should lie withheld from them. There cannot be a graver 
injustice than this; and I desire to draw the attention of the Council 
t-o this issue. It has been expressly admitted, even by the committee 
np]M>inte<f for the reorganization of the Educational Services below the 
Bengal Educational Service, that teachers have long been smarting 
under a sense of injustice and the committee unanimously recommended 
that, in* view of the fact that many officers belonging to the Subordi- 
nate Educational and the lower Subordinate Educational Services and 
many subordinate ungraded officers have long been underpaid, as a 
general rule, the benefit of the proposed time-scale of pay should be 
granted to them according to tbe length of service in the appointments 
concerned. Indeed the principle that officers who are brought into the 
time-scale will be ‘permitted to count all their past sendees in the 
corresponding posts from the date of their confirmation, and to draw 
pay at the point, which they would have reached upon this calculation, 
has been adopted everywhere, r.#/., Indian Civil Service. Indian Educa- 
tional Service, Provincial Judicial Service, Provincial Executive 
Service, PrcmncwJ Educational Service, Subordinate Cml Servioe, 
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etc. Unfortunately, this universally accepted principle has been 
utterly disregarded. The result has Keen disastrous in the case of a 
lot of teachers who have already been in service. 

I have touched upon and pointed out only some of the inexplicable 
features of the question and that because I have full confidence in the 
sagacity and idea of fitness of things of the mem hers of the Council. 
I cannot persuade myseJf to think that they will not do full justice 
to the cause of the long-neglected teachers of Bengal. 

[At this stage the Council adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER! I have listened with some degree 
of surprise to the somewhat lengthy sj>eech of my esteemed friend, 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 1 cun well appreciate his 
sympathy for the members of the Subordinate Educational. Service, hut 
I certainly expected. Sir, that my esteemed friend, who was a member 
of the committee which investigated this question, would deal more 
with facts and less with aentiment. Sir, if the recommendations 
involved in this resolution he accepted, then the total cont will he 
increased by Rs. 4 lakhs more. I would ask the House to consider 
whether it is prejwred to add to the permanent charges Us. 4 laUis 
more at the initial stage. Later on, when the ultimate increase will he 
arrived at, perhaps that figure will he about Its. (> to 7 lakhs There 
are one or two other ini]K>!tnnt facts which 1 desire to place before the 
House at this stage, r/r., the total salan bill of the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service before the reorganization "as Its. Ill, 18 , 001 ) and odd. 
As the result of the reorganization that salary hill has inn eased by 
Its. 7,80,000 and odd, or in other voids, the reorganization lias meant 
an immediate increase of nearly 50 }**r cent of that salary lull. Now, 
Sir, we have provided for time-scale salary, and when the ultimate 
increase will l>e reached, the average salary hill will Is- increased by 
Rs. 12,45,000 and odd. Remembering that the present Milan hill is 
Rs. 10 lakhs and odd and the ultimate salary hill will be increased by 
Rs. 12 lakhs and odd, that is to say, an increase of 75 per cent. I am 
sure that any member of the House, who has not been specially briefed 
to speak, will agree with me that in these difficult times of financial 
stringency the increase granted to the Subordinate Educational Service 
was as much as any service could expect, or desire, or reasonably hoj>e 
for. I am not speaking of those members who are carried away by 
sympathies, whose sympathies for their proteges outrun their sympathies 
for the taxpayers. They may come to a different conclusion, they may 
urge for a different decision, but I have not the slightest doubt that 
# those members of this House, who remember their responsibilities to 
the taxpayers, will all agree with me that in these difficult times, when 
the deficit is Rs. 85 lakhs, the taxpayers! burden should not be increased 
by even half»a*lakh not to speak of 4 to 6 lakhs. 



362 


SUBORDINATE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES. [27th Nov; 


Now, Sir, there is another remark of a preliminary nature which I 
desire to make, and that ls this. Those who are familiar with the 
jMist history of the Subordinate Educational Service are aware, and no 
one knows this better than my esteemed friend who served on the 
Wordsworth Committee, that for over 12 years— perhaps to be accurate 
for nearly 10 years— the question of reorganization has been brought 
before the Government from time to time; it was urged by various 
sjieakers in tin* Legislative Council; it was admitted by various Direc- 
tors of Public Instruction. 1 believe Sir Archdale Earle, when he was 
Director of Public Instinct ion, tried for this; I believe my friend, 
Mr. Horneli tried bis level best to improve the prospects of the seivice; 
1 talieve that Mr. Woidsworth also, when he was officiating as Direc- 
tor of Public Instruction, tried, but for more than 14 years this service 
did not get any justice done to them. Their salary was reorganized 
more than 20 years ago and for nearly 20 yeais there has been no 
increase in their salary. I claim for the Education Department, and 
1 venture to say that 1 can claim some personal credit in this matter, 
that in these difficult times of great financial stress, I tried to improve 
and was successful in giving an ultimate rise of 75 per cent, to tfhe 
Subordinate Educational Service and an immediate rise of nearly 50 per 
cent, to that service. These are the general as]>e< ts of the question. I do 
not think 1 should emulate m\ friend . in going through numerous 
details, hut 1 shall shortly reply to the several points raised b\ him. 
His resolution is divisible into four parts. Sub-clauses {I), ('J) and (.>) 
suggest a different scale of pay from that which Government accepted, 
and I shall take these sulwlauses mote or less together. As regards 
(/), we ha m* provided for a scale of Rs. 150 — 10 — 250; the Rai Baha- 
dur desires that this should be replaced by a new scale of Rs. 150 — 15 — 
JUKI and then 25 ]>er cent. 4 of the officers engaged in teaching work 
l>e placed in that scale. Now, in Hie first place, if my friend’s sugges- 
tion l>e accepted, it will mean an increase of about Rs. ft lakh9 to the 
taxpayers’ burden, that is the immediate increase, and the ultimate 
increase will lie more. In the next place the highest salary in the 
Subordinate Educational Service is Rs. 250 and the lowest salary of 
the Bengal Educational Service is the same figure. The head masters 
have been* placed in the Bengal Educational Service, so that if the 
highest salary in the Subordinate Educational Service be fixed at 
Hv ftOO, an anomaly will be introduced, because when an assistant head 
master is promoted to l>e head master, his pay will be decreased instead 
of being increased. In the next place this fixing of 25 per cent, is 
absolutely arbitrary. We promote people because they deserve promo- 
tion. 1 put it to my friend why limit this to 25 per cent, and why not 
50 per cent., 15 per cent, or 10 per cent.? Well, promotions cannot 
be regulated like that. I am sure, if 1 accept the Rai Bahadur’s sug- 
gestions I would be open to more criticism. I do not think I need go into 
any detail about clauses (7), (2) and (J) beyond this that the salary we 
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are giving to our teachers compares very, very favourably with the salariee 
paid in private institutions. The Wordsworth Committee’s report signed 
by my esteemed friend the Rai Bahadur will show (page 4 of that 
report) that the average salary in private high schools is Hs. 37 per 
month, the average salary in aided high schools is Rs. 42 per month, 
and the average salary in Government high schools previous to the 
reorganization was Rs. 74 ]>er month. As the increase is nearly about 
50 i*»r cent, the present average salary is about Rs. 110 per month. 
Therefore, we jmv an average salary of Rs. 110 j>er month as against 
Rs. 37 under private employment. These r'emarks dispose ofl 
clauses (7), ( 2 ) and (J) of my friend’s resolution. 

As regards clause ( 4 ), the contention of my friend is that the 
benefit of the pro] wised scale of jxiy be granted to officers according 
to the length of their service in the appointments concerned! 1 

Now I admit that this was the recommendation of the Words- 
worth Committee and as that was an unanimous re]w>rt, it naturally 
leceived every consideration at the hands of the Government and of ihe 
Director of Public Instruction who at that particular moment was 
Mr. Wordswoith himself, the Picsident of that Committee The 
recommendations of that committee however were merely advisory 
and we were hound to examine the question. When we probed into 
the matter we found certain difficulties and annmolies. One of those 
anamolies was this: If we applied the recommendation to all officers 
diawing 1G. 100 a month we found that one officer would gei Rs 100, 
one Rs 110, thiee Rs 130. two Rs. 132, foit\-five Rs. 135, Unity-seven 
Rs 140, twenty Rs. 145, fortx Rs. 150, and four Rs. 152. What would 
this mean y It would mean certainly a great anomaly. It would no-an 
that officers drawing the same salary before reorganization would draw 
different salaries at widely varying rates after the reorganization On 
the other hand what have we done!" We have given an automatic rise of 
30 per cent, and that rise means that every officer gets immediately a sub- 
stantial increment. What is the next thing we have done? We have 
provided a time-scale of pay and the time-scale means that every officer 
will, if he remains in service, ultimately get his due. On the other 
hand, at the present moment if we work out the actual position we find 
that the majority of these officers do not get more than Rs. 00 or 95, 
although theoretically they can rise up to Rs. 250. 1 would riot tiro 

the patience of this Council by going into further details; but the House 
may take it from me that the majority of the officers have been greatly 
benefited. The fact that an additional sum of Rs. 7,80,000 have been 
divided amongst the different members of the service would prove that 
the majority of the officers have been benefited. There are nearly 
2,500 officers in that service which is divided into 8 groups. Tf we 
accepted the recommendations of the Wordsworth Committee on this 
point it would have been necessary to prepare the service toll of each 
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of these officers and then to get the same examined not only by the 
Education Department but also by the Finance Department, and the 
Accountant-General's Department. That would have meant indefinite 
postponement; and if it were postponed till to-day, I am sure we could 
not get the scheme accepted by the Finance Department or by the mem- 
bers of this Council in view of our deficit of tts. 85 lakhs. Therefore, 
in the interests of the majority, we did what was best for them. Criti- 
cisms- in details can always l>c made; but the House, I am sure, will 
brush aside those detailed criticisms and look at the broad features of 
the case. The broad features are an immediate increase of 50 per 
cent, and an ultimate increase of 75 per cent. I do not think I need 
pursue the matter any further. 

Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: 1 am sorry I cannot support the 
resolution which was moved by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur has got sympathy for everybody; 
but, I am afraid, this time he has lost the sympathy of his supporters. 
The Hon’ble the Education Minister has told us, just now, what heavy 
expenditure will l>e required if this resolution is given effect to. In 
these days of financial stringency when there has Wen a cry throughout 
the country to minimise expenditure of even* department I wonder how 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur thought it wise to bring this 
resolution Indore this Council. We all know that, not long ago, we 
jaissed three taxation Bills for taxing our jxior countrymen merely to 
satisfy the demands of a few Government officials — 1 mean to satisfy 
their heavy salary — which Iiun been granted by Government. I find 
always that heavy salaries are given to the Government officials — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That question does not arise, I think, Maulvi 
Sahib. 

Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: l t bow to your decision, Sir. 
Increment has Wen given to Government servants who are serving in 
the Education Detriment and the Hon’ble the Minister has told us just 
now that that increment has been at least 50 per cent, of what 
they were' getting Wfore. Of course, the Education Department has 
Wen always neglected by the Government so far as remuneration of the 
servants of that department is concerned ; but I think the increase that 
has been given is quite sufficient to meet the demand. At the Same 
time, we ought not to forget that we will have to tax further and further 
if we are to meet demands like this. Secondly, time-scale pay has been 
introduced which gives sufficient remuneration, to the servants of Gov- 
ernment. The increment had been given when articles of food were 
very dear, but now that the war is over, things are coming to a normal 
state, and further increment is not at all necessary. With these few 
words I oppose the resolution. 
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Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support 
the resolution with certain reservations. At the very outset, I must 
give expression to the thankfulness of the Educational Sendee for what 
Mr. Hornell did for them and for what the Hou’ble the Educuiton 
Minister has recently done. Were it not for him the Educational 
Service would hot have got 50 per cent, increase of salary. But giving 
him his due, I must say I cannot understand wlmt he means by saying 
that the proposal of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur would mean 
an immediate increase in the expenditure of nearly It*. 4 lakhs a year. 
What he says is this — Rs. 150 rising in 10 years to Rs. 300 in place of 
Rs. 250. Surely, no immediate rise is contemplated. That being so 
the proposition that an immediate increase is required is not tenable, 
and even then can we afford it as we are told that our finances are in a 
bad way? But the question is this aftd we have to thank Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur for this. There has been an increase of 
Rs. 60 lakhs a year in giving an increase to ministerial officers and jK»oii8. 
What reason is there that the teachers should be worse treated than the 
ministerial officers ? They get nothing extra and further they are poor 
men, they have to work much harder than these ministerial officers 
and they have to keep a cleaner appearance before the boys than these 
ministerial officers. (Hear, hear.) Not only have they to keep up a 
cleaner appearance but to maintain a cleaner character also. ( Hear, 
hear.) That being so if anybody deserves any concession it is the men 
of the Educational Service and teachers. I therefore strongly support 
the resolution of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mifia Hahadui, hut I think 
that clause 4 of his resolution should In* omitted. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 have brought 
this resolution for the consideration of the House. I find that the 
Hon’ble the Minister for Education considers that large sums of money 
ought to be allotted supposing my resolution is given effect to. He 
says that best consideration had been given to the claims of the educa- 
tional officers. When I went through the several parts of the report 
and when I noticed that there were discrepancies — which discrepancies 
are a few — I thought it fair, in justice to those who have been deprived 
of the increment, to bring their rases before this House. The Hon*hle 
the Minister says that a large sum would be necessary for the purpose 
and I find that there is an opposition on the part of Rai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur on the subject. I am surely taking the tax- 
payers' money; but when I noticed that other educational officers of 
equal standing and of equal claims got increments I thought it reason- 
able that the claims of these officers who have been deprived of the 
increment should be considered. I have listened very' carefully, and 
very anxiously to the speech of the Hon'ble the Minister. In one way 
he tells me that the increments cannot be allowed and my suggestion 
at this critical time ought not to be accepted. Of course I entertain 
hopes that, when the critical times are over, when the Budget estimates 



m 


SUBORDINATE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES. [27th Nov. 

will be framed next year, he will take these matters into consideration. 
I trust that the time will come when my humble suggestions wilB be 
favourably considered by the members of this House and I hope that 
there will be no opposition then to the views which I have submitted 
now. On these grounds 1 have no other alternative than to withdraw 
this resolution with your leave. 1 can only say that I have gone through 
the repoit of the Wordsworth Committee very carefully and the report 
shows clearly some discrepancies and that encouraged me to come to 
the Council and ask for its consideration of my resolution. These educa- 
tional officers are ill-paid and consequently it is the duty of every mem- 
ber of this Council to help them as much as possible. 1 beg leave to 
withdraw the resolution that stands in my name. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Partition of Mymensingh District. 

/ 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE UDDIN KHAN: The resolution 
that 1 am to move is that “ this Council recommends to the Government 
that the postponed scheme of the partition of the Mymensingh District 
he carried nut when funds are available.” 

The question of the dismemlierment of this huge and overgrown dis- 
trict containing five subdivisions of which the areas vary from 1,822 
square miles to 985 square miles and the ]>opulation from 1,185.830 to 
055,295 persons as a threadbare one, having been discussed m the old 
and new Councils alike. 

I think there is no division of opinion as to the unmanageableness 
of this unwieldy district by one District officer Mere multiplication of 
subordinate officers, however, is no remedy for the situation as has been 
suggested in some quarters. The real remedy lies m partition. It has 
been again contended that file scheme is not a popular one, that neither 
tin' classes nor tin* masses want it. 1 beg to emphatically protest 
against this. # f 

I live in the country and can claim to know first-hand something of 
the feelings of the people regarding this question and barring the 
interested persons in the present headquarters town, there is a consensus 
of opinion. on behalf of the partition. In July last when His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal visited Mymensingh, influential deputations, 
consisting of representatives of all classes of people simultaneously from 
Kishoregunj, Bajitpur and Jumalpore, waited upon His Excellency to 
urge the partition scheme to which the people have been looking for- 
ward with anxious hopes as it is fraught with immense potentialities 
for the future. I^may also add that as I was leaving for Calcutta, I 
received a resolution of the Moslem Association at Kishoregunj, urging 
upon the Government the partition proposal of the district, another 
resolution to the same effect from the Kishoregunj Reform Association 
has also reached my hands. 
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Then again, Sir, it ha** been contended by some members in the 
House during previous discussions of this question that, owing to the 
spread of Hail ways through the district, communications have greatly 
improved, and, as such, the necessity for the partition is gone. This is 
not, however, true, for in spite of Netrukona, Kishoregunj and Jamal- 
pore being connected by Railways, the interior of the district is still 
deficient in communications with the result that people fiom the 
mufassal having business to do in the district town are often put to 
considerable inconvenience and expenses. If the partition is earned 
out, it will be a great relief to the litigant public, traders, and others. 
Some membei8 have again argued that it was sheer jmliticul neces- 
sity and not administrative efficiency that led to the formation of the 
proposal of partition. This is also a mis-statement of facts. For turn- 
ing to the history of the scheme itself, we find that it was thought of 
long before the unfortunate events in Jl^igal cropped up. • 

Regarding the efficiency of the administrative works, which is one 
of the chief grounds of partition, we read in the District Administra- 
tion Report that the sujmm vision of the counits, the disposal of ease-work 
and the current references and correspondence, the control of existing 
institutions, etc., engross so much time of the District Collector that 
lie has hardly any leisure to take up other duties that are often of deeper 
necessity and more essential to the true welfare and advancement of 
the jHMiple — the supervision of Fducation, personal intei course with the 
people, the collection and assimilation of detailed economic, social, 
political knowledge, and so on The Distju t Judge has no tune to visit 
Ins outlvmg courts and has to rely on the Additional Judge to hear 
many appeals from them; the Civil Suigeon can rarely inspect his out- 
lying charitable dispensaiies and the Superintendent of Police has to 
delegate an undesirably large jHUtion of his authonty to his subordi- 
nates. Under such conditions work can hardly be carried on witji an 
eye to efficiency. They have, however, their vital bearing on the 
interest of the people themselves. 

The Village Government of which we hear so much in these days, 
must necessarily depend on the fostering care and attention and sym- 
pathetic help given by superior officers. Unless this stimulus is 
coming, (lie enthusiasm of the people will fail and the experiment will 
be a lamentable failure. These are some of the general arguments. 

Now', Sir, I must he pardoned if I urge the partition on some selfish 
grounds also. The constituency which I have the honour to represent 
and the part of the district to which T belong, happens to Is* rather 
backward and as such they deserve to be a little more sympathetically 
treated and kindly looked after. There, illiteracy is rampant and public 
^spirit, which comes of education alone, is at a discount. If the parti- 
tion is carried out, it will open a new chapter of educational progress 
and material well-being of the people. In these democratic days, it is 
highly necessary that the people should understand and follow up the 
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blessings of education, sanitation, and co-operation which will receive 
a tremendous impetus from the partition. Also to participate in the 
fair share of competitive examinations which have been recently tfirown 
open to our boys, it is essentially necessary that the partition should 
be carried out in order to offer increased facilities to these backward 
parts. 

Medical relief, which is the crying need of the times, is enjoyed best 
in towns and cities alone. The vast distance of the headquarters town 
makes it impossible for the }K>or outlying mufassalites to take advantage 
of the same. 

In the interest of the modern conditions of life also, the partition is 
an indis)>ensable necessity. 

After repeated discussions and mature considerations it was declared 
to locate the headquarters of the new districts at Kishoregunj and 
Jamalpore, and accordingly plans were made for the construction of the 
buildings for which lands were acquired and bricks were made, but 
it could not be given effect to for financial stringency of the Govern- 
ment. Now that the financial condition of the Government apjvears 
to have considerably improved due to our passing the taxation Bills, 
the location of the headquarters of the new districts at Kishoregunj and 
Jamalpore may now well be taken in hand. 

Nor is the conversion of Kishoregunj and Jamalpore into district 
headquarters a question of considerable cost at an> rate for the present. 
The present towns of Kishoregunj and Jamalpoie have got all the insti- 
tutions necessary for district towns, and the existing buildings and 
sites ma\ In* utilized ten the purpose without inclining heavy expendi- 
ture for the present and a beginning thus made may, perhaps, obviate 
the financial difficulties of the Government. 

I should therefore appeal to my learned and worthy colleagues of 
this House to give their ^ell-considered and sympathetic attention to 
this all-important question of partition of the Mymensingh District. I 
would also l>eg to ask the members of this House to seriously consider 
the huge waste of public money for works already undertaken if they 
choose to postpone and perhaps abandon the scheme altogether, 

I would therefore beg this House to give their whole-hearted support 
to this important resolution. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: The amendment which stands in 
my name runs as follows : — * 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the question of 
the partition of the district of' Mymensingh be referred to a committee 
on which there should be some non-official members of this Council and 
which shall also contain an adequate representation of non-officials from 
all the important parts of the district . ” 

T would ask for your permission, Sir, to withdraw this amendment, 
as I desire to oppose the substantial resolution. 

The amendment was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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The HOft’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80H: Perhaps it is just as well if 
I make clear the position of Government regarding this resolution at the 
present stage. The details and history of the proposal for the partition 
of Mymensingh were given in my predecessor's (Sir Henry Wheeler) 
speech in March, 1921. I do not propose to repeat them now. The 
reasons for the partition were fully set forth there. Government adhere 
to those leasons. Since then the grant for proceeding with the parti- 
tion was refused by this Council. Government bowed to the decision 
of the Council. In August, 1921, the people of Kishoregunj approached 
Lord llonaldshay on the subject. In January, 1922, the people of Bajjt- 
pur petitioned Government. In August last year, the people of Bajit- 
pur, Kishoregunj and Jamalpore jointly approached His Excellency and 
His Excellency in reply very clearly stated the position of Go\ eminent. 
So far as the Government was concerned, they were prewired U% go 
forward with the scheme if they were assured that the Legislative Coun- 
cil was also prepared to sanction the necessary funds. Till then, His 
Excellency could not hold out any hope of Government taking further 
action in the matter." 

The position is that we still believe that the partition of Mymensingh 
is essentially necessary in the interests of good Government m Eastern 
Bengal; but we have accepted the decision of the Council that money 
shall not tie provided. We adhere to the opinion that partition is neces- 
sary, but we have no intention whatever of embarking on the scheme 
until have pursuaded the members of this Council that partition is 
necessan . It is no use Government going on with the partition till 
they have the Council at their back, and till the Couneil show unmistak- 
ably that they are prepared to vote the sum necessary for the partition 
of Mymensingh we shall take no steps. We hope, however, that when 
the financial aspect is better, we shall be able to pursuade tin* Council 
to agree with us that partition is necessary. At present it is not witHin 
the sphere of practical politics to go on with the scheme. (Hear, hear.) 
We have not got the money and as far as we can see we shall not have 
money in the immediate future. I would like, however, the Couneil 
to know that we still consider the partition to be very necessary. So 
far as this particular resolution is concerned, the opinion of Government 
is that the scheme should be carried out when funds are available, but 
until the Council show unmistakably that they are prepared to vote the 
necessary funds. Government are not prepared to go on with the scheme. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: The subject-matter of this resolution 
was discussed at length on the 21st March, 1921, in connection with the 
demand for the grant for the purpose. We all remem her how this TTouse 
expressed its opinions on the question. Most of the arguments in the 
#Report of the District Administration Committee, Chapter TIT, on the 
excessive sise of certain districts and subdivisions “ recommending 
their partitions,” on which the experiment' began in the pre-Reform days, 
have lost their force to-day, while the condition of finance* of the province, 
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left on its own legs, hardly justifies such huge expenditure. The politi- 
cal expediency for the measure, happily, no longer exists; there is now 
a non-official chairman in most of the district hoards and the post of an 
Additional Magistrate in each district, to help the District Officer. -All 
these relieving measures, together with the fact that communications 
are improving everywhere, should enable a District Magistrate, if he 
so desires to exercise efficient supervision over every part of his juris- 
diction. Then, again, we confidently hope that in the near future, the 
separation of the judicial and executive functions will be effected in the 
administration of the province. The work of a District Magistrate, 
under the new system, will he still further reduced and then he will be able 
to devote his whole-hearted attention to his real duty. 

The arguments of size and land revenue also are of no avail, as there 
are districts nearly equal in area, and yielding higher revenue (24-Par- 
ganas and Bnrisal) in the province and elsewhere. 

The financial aspect of the prnjxisal is perhaps the most important 
and the Ilon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler admitted this last year. Indeed, 
the mover wants the scheme to he taken up only when funds are avail- 
able, but the necessity of the measure should he clearly demonstrated 
before it is pro]M>sed to saddle the Government with such commitments. 
The estimated capital expenditure is about Rs. 7b lakhs and the recur- 
ring, T think, Rs. f> lakhs, and then we all know how these estimates fall 
short of what is actually inclined. A more desirable move, in the 
interest of economy and efficiency also, would have been to effect 
amalgamation of smaller districts, such as Rogru and Palma, Khulna and 
•lessore, Bnnkurn and Biihhum, and others. Partition of existing dis- 
tricts will only increase the number of district officials, without doing 
proportionate good to the people and hence 1 opjnise this resolution. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to oppose 
this resolution. Sir. we have not got the money; that is quite a con- 
clusive answer and my friend wants to hind our successors. We have 
no right to hind our successors. That is another answer. Thirdly, if 
he wants to know, we shall show this evening unmistakably that we are 
not prepared to accede to his request’, and grant any sum. I do hope 
that he wBLwithdraw his resolution. 

Rai Sahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: T beg to support this resolu- 
tion. Mymensingh is a very huge district, some six thousand square 
miles in area. It also contains a big and flourishing population amount- 
ing to about half a million; not only that, this population is multiplying 
every day. These people are fulfilling every day the first command of 
their Creator — Go and multiply. They are going hither and thither and 
wherever they go, they carry with them their own peculiar charac- ( 
teristics — thefts and robberies go with them. I have some experience 
of these people who have settled in the district- of Rangpur, in the State 
of Coooh Behax, and also in the district of Goalpara. They are very 
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turbulent people. At present no proper control can be exercised over 
them by a District Magistrate presiding over such a very big district. 

As regards the expenditure, the resolution contains a provision 
ft when funds permit.” This perhaps does away with the objection 
raised on financical grounds. 

As regards the objection that we should not bind our successors. It 
has been suggested that the partition cannot }>e earned out during the 
life of the present Council. But I say, if that is the case, we should not 
pass any resolution at all. For many of the resolutions we pass cannot 
be given effect to within three years We jhiss Acts the effect of which 
will extend to, say, hundreds of years, so this is no argument whatever 
against this resolution. 

As regards the means of communication, 1 have heard some of my 
friends say that there are n»un\ railways and other facilities for com- 
munication and that officers, residing at the district headquarters, can 
easily exercise control over the extreme limits of the district, but I l>eg 
to submit that this is not always the case. Kven in Rangpur, which is 
a neighbouring district and ts much smaller than Mymensmgh, effective 
control is sometimes wanting. With these remarks, 1 beg to supi^ort 
this resolution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 strongly oppose 
this resolution for various reasons I know from the history of 
the formation of the districts that it was then the settled policy' 
of Government that the number of districts should not he multi* 
plied — For what reason?' To avoid exjrendituie. That was the chief 
reason why we find that there was a limited number of districts The 
question of efficiency arose at the time when there was a discussion on 
this subject, but we notice lhat with the question of efficiency there is 
another vital question to he looked to and that is the question of fin- 
ance. Just now you have listened to the* views of the Education Minis- 
ter in dealing with the inn ease of pay of a few educational officers and, 
mark you, what would 1 m* the amount which has to lw sjx*nt on account 
of the partition of the 1 M\mensingh district? Are we to assess it at 
Rs. 75 lakhs? Are Government prepared to spend that amount at 
the present moment? That is a question which demands the con- 
sideration of the members of the Council. The answer, I suppose, will 
be that the Council is not prepared to recommend this large amount 
at this critical moment and what T learn just now from the TTon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson is that Government are not prepared now to spend 
that amount, although Government adhere to the views that the district 
of Mymensingh ought to be partitioned. If it be said that there 
is a large number of robberies committed and, therefore, it is necessary 
tfiat there should be a partition of the district, will not the same 
argument apply, mvtntin mulandi*, to those small districts which 
Government have formed. I come from the district of TToogMy, The 
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old district has been divided into two parts, Howrah and Hooghly pro- 
per. Are we to be told that the number of robberies has increased or 
decreased on that account. Let statistics be taken and then the increase 
or decrease in the number of robberies be noted. If crime is increas- 
ing, that, Sir, is no argument in support of the resolution. The ques- 
tion depends upon various other factors which have to be taken into 
consideration. One factor is the increase of officials in the divided 
districts. I am not on the Retrenchment Committee — I have no ambi- 
tion to be there — but I can say this that the Retrenchment Committee 
ought to take a note of the views of the Council that there ought to be 
a smaller amount of exj>enditure under this head. If this be taken 
into consideration and if the old districts were to go back to their 
former condition, I am sure there will l>e less expenditure. If Howrah 
and Hooghly — let me plead the case of the Hooghly people at this 
juncture — be allowed to stand as they were previously 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Perhaps the member will confine his observa- 
tion to Mvmensitigh. Hooghly and Howrah are not mentioned in the 
resolution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Leaving that, T 
submit that it is necessary for the House to consider whether at the 
present moment Government are prepared to sj>end a large amount. 
If not, the question at issue is decided at once, and the House ought to 
oppose the resolution on this account. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do I understand that the member wishes to with- 
draw his resolution? 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE UDDIN Khan: I beg leave to 
withdraw my resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The meml>er asks for leave of the House to with- 
draw his resolution. Does any member object ? . 

Mr. 8. R. DAS: I object. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave is refused. Do you wish to reply? 

Maufvt MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE UDDIN KHAN: I do not wish 
to reply. 

The motion was then puf and lost. 

Re-excavation of oanaf connecting the Dhaieswari and Padnta. 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: I move that this Council recom- 
mends to Government that immediate steps be taken to re-excavate 
the canal connecting the rivers Dhaieswari and Padma via Srinagar §o 
as to make it navigable throughout the vear and that adequate pro- 
vision be made to meet the expenses, 
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In moving this resolution I only bringvto the notice of the Council 
a matter of great urgency, one of life ami deatli to the jieople of Muti- 
shiganj. This matter has been pressed to the notice of Government 
repeatedly with no result. Schemes have been drawn up but never gi\en 
effect to. And now that the Reformed Council has a voice in the 
affairs of the country, the fieople liojie that the removal of this need 
will no longer be postponed. 

The urgency of the matter will be evident from a few words about 
the subdivision Munshiganj in the district of Dacca. This subdivision 
is surrounded by three mighty rivers — the Pndma, the Dhaleswari, and 
the Meghna. These rivers are liable to occasional inundations. The 
whole country is traversed by a network of canals and during the rains, 
each house has the appearance of an isolated island, the only means 
of communication being by Iwat*. During the cold weather, the 
country being low-lying, fair-weather roads known as hahuts, are used 
and goods and merchandise are carried by lulnnirers and on jmck-inules. 
There is a high road l>etween Munshiganj and Srinagar, a distance of 
18 miles, with numerous breaks and broken bridges, which cannot 
Ik* used during the greater part of tin* year. During the rains, the 
road is under water and after that it has a dilapidated ap|MKirnnce. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN : Sir, is there a quorum? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: King the bell. 

The Secretary then counted 28 members and rejxirted that there was 
a quorum. 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: The countrv had, in the jMist, a 
number of canals, with the result that tin* nut mill diainages of the 
countrv wore not impeded and the hits, klwh, and swamps were 
flushed. The benefit to the crop also was great as tin* slow jsissing of 
water round the roots of tin* piddv crop supplied flu* necessary oxvgen. 
Malaria was unknown and the health of the subdivision was such ns 
could be envied. While now, iminediafcelv after ihe rains, malaria 
creates havoc and claims its victims. 

At one time, we had vet another river linking the 1’udmn and tin* 
Dhaleswari, which provided a verv short cut between Gonlundo and 
Dacca. It was called the Tchhamati. It is now silted up. Then we 
had three principal canals connecting the two rivers and all passing 
through flourishing villages and i nij»ort an i marts. Rut owing to gradual 
silting up, these passages are now navigable only during a few months 
of the year. You, Sir, can imagine what hardship that means to 
the people. It means ruin to trade. Merchants and traders must i*»r- 
force store goods during the rains and so block their capital and con- 
sumers have to taken them by coolies or on pack-mules at an abnormal 
cost. 

I am.afraid the proposal to remove this want may bo dismissed with 
the expression of a pious wish with the plea " funds not available/* 

25 



374 


RE-EXCAVATION OF CANAL. 


[27th Nov. 


But considering the manifold advantages, sanitary and commercial, 
that are sure to accrue, I hold that some means may be found to 
undertake this work. 

The canal about which I am now pleading is about 20 miles in 
length, out of which the major portion is navigable for small boats 
throughout the year. The portions from SayadjM>re on the Dhaleswari 
side viti Shekarnagar to Sholagar and from TIaldia to Lohagnnj are navi- 
gable throughout the year for small boats and but slight dredging is 
required here and there. It is from Sholagar to Mauchha, a distance 
of four or five miles that the canal requires re-excavation. A start was 
made last year by our Circle Officer with the help of the villagers and 
it was found that re-excavation is possible. Re-excavation of four or 
five miles will not cohI a heavy sum, nor will it be a heavy strain on the 
district board or the Government to spend this money for the removal 
of a long-felt want. The khal moreover will pass through imjwrtant 
centres of trade, marts like Lohagnnj, Dhankunia, (east and west), 
Bejgnon, Kanockshar, TTnldia, Kajirpara. Kolapara, Srinagar, Deobhpg, 
Sholagar and Shekarnagar, or if the other routes is taken, through 
Harsharn, Mohonganj and Rajanngnr. 

Of the proposals for re-excavation now before local bodies, the 
shortest cut "between the two rivers may prove a source of danger. 
Mr. Lawton remarked with regard to that scheme os follows: — 

This mischievous spill into the .llmmsn Hhil should be checked nnd regulated 
and, as a matter of river conservancy, this must he done otherwise the risks are 
that the Dhaleswari will make n short circuit across the Jhnmsa Rhil to the 
Kaliganj with disastrous results. 

Regarding railways or embankments in this area, I)r. Bentley expressed 
the opinion that thov cannot l>e allowed “ pending the improvement of 
water transit by the construction of small or large canals throughout 
the area.” It is therefore incumbent that Government should improve 
the existing waterways first. 

There is a proposal before the Distriot Board of Dacca to re-exeavate 
another canal with a loan or private enterprise. I am sure private enter- 
prise would be forthcoming provided the Government would contribute 
their slum* and secure a reasonable profit on the outlay. But the Gov- 
ernment must come forward to arrange for the undertaking. 

I need hardly remind the Council of the remarks of Dr. Bentley that 
the increase of malaria is due to the closing up of waterways which 
should be cleared first of all. 

Rai Bahadur S. N. Banerjee recommends this stroll v if only " ns 
a pure sanitary measure,” and be has pointed out how the re-excavation 
of this khal would not result in erosion. So there is nothing against 
the re-excavation. < 

I appeal to this Council on behalf of tbe suffering people to support 
my resolution. 
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Raf JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 move that this 
Council recommends to the Government that steps lxi taken to imike 
the Srinagar khal in the district of Dacca navigable by small (touts 
during the dry weather. 

It is not necessary to speak much ahout this. The Secretary in 
charge is, I understand, in full Hymjmthy with this project and after 
his speech, I think that it will not l>e necessary to press this resolution. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr a G. T. Huntington!) S The stream is, as the hon'hle movers |K>inted 
out, a very useful one to the local jieople for traffic. It is a pureh local 
concern. I have discussed the matter with l>olh the member* 
and we have come to the conclusion that this is not a work which Gov- 
ernment can undertake or do anything towards making tin' khal navi- 
gable, as there is no money. If tin 1 Srinagar khal is taken over by the 
district lnnird or by some private enterprise under the auspices of the 
district hoard, then Government may he approached to declare it 
under the Canals Act so that the district board may lew a toll. 

In the circuinstanccK Government must opjaisc the resolution. 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: I thank the Government for the 
reply given to my resolution. 

In these days when we hear so much of self-help ami Mcll-detcnmna- 
tion, I think it would not 1 m* unreasonable for tin* Government to turn 
round and ask the jieople what they are doing in the matter. I have 
already referred to another proposal now before* tin* District Hoard of 
Dacca. 

In the present case, Government can grant a loan to tin* District 
Hoard or encourage private enterprise. I am confident pii\ute enter- 
prise* will he forthcoming provided sufficient encouragement is given. 
For instance, if — 

tn the Government undertake to he*lp the 1 Syndicate with dr<*dgers 
at both ends when occasion arises; 

(2) in places where the khal does not (mss through existing villages, 
land measuring 200 feed is Required on be>th sieles and the* 
excavateel earth thrown on them to conve»rt them into homo- 
stead land for which there is a great demand in this part of 
Fast Bengal because of the erosion of the* two nughtv rive»rs 
the Fadma and the Dhaleswari. This would to a great 
extent cover the cost of re-excavation; 

(3^ the district and the union boards are made to contribute their 
quota; and 

(4) the Syndicate is allowed to levy a toll throughout the year — 
the rate being fixed by the Board. 

The projKweod khal would pass through important centres of trade 
as enumerated in my speech. And the re-excavation is sure to benefit 
tbe people in various ways. 


26 * 
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With these words I beg to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standi rip in the name of Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Arts College for Muhammadans. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that iinnusliate steps l>e taken for the establishment 
of a fully equipped first grade Arts College foi Muhammadan student 
in Calcutta. 

In urging this proj)osal for the establishment of a Muhammadan 
Arts College in Calcutta, I propose to Ik* ver\ brief. It is not a new 
matter for the Bengal Legislative Council to discuss. Several times 
in the old Council I brought forward this proposal in the shape of reso- 
lutions, and in the course of discussions in the Budget debates, and 
some time ago Government accepted the proposal and gave partial effect 
to it by purchasing a plot of land. I think that it will economise* time 
if the Ilon’ble the Minister will be pleased to make a statement as to 
the reasons why practical effect has not }>een given to this resolu- 
tion although partially something has been done in the sba]w* of pur- 
chase of land. If his reply is satisfactory — as I hope it will be — I 
do not projxme to press this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: Mv friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul 
Haq, is perfectly correct in saying that the proposal for the establish- 
ment of n Muhammadan Arts College in Calcutta was accepted hv the 
late Government years ago. Since I t<K>k charge of this office, T found 
that financial position of Government was such that it was not ]>ossible 
to give effect to this proj>osaJL I examined the case and found that under 
the scheme prepared by the old government tin* recurring expenditure 
w'us about 11s. ] .14,000 or Rs. 1 ,10,000, and the capital expenditure about 
Rs. 5,00,000. There was a provision of Rs. 1.00,000 for capital expen- 
diture in the Budget for tin* rear 1021-1022. Members are aware that, 
in that year we had a deficit of Rs. 2,12,00,000 so during the course of 
that year the grant of Rs. 1,00,000 had to !>o surrendered; since then it 
has not befai possible to find money, and money has not Invn provided; 
that is how the matter stands. If the matter 1 h» further discussed I 
shall reserve my remarks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Suhmwnrdv has given notice of an amend- 
ment. Mr. Fazl-ul Haq, do you wish to withdraw vour resolution ? 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Tn view of what has been stated by 
the Hon f hle the Minister. I beg leave to withdraw my resolution. 4 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I call upon Dr. Suhrawardy to wove his amend- 
ment. 
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Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: “ I move by way of amendment that the 
original resolution of Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq do take the following 
form : — 

" This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
of representative Muhammadans of the province l>e appointed to ascertain 

(1) what funds are available for the advancement of higher education, and 

(2) whether, if funds are available, the best interests of the Muhammadan 
education will be served by the establishment of a first grade Arts College 
for Muhammadans in Calcutta.*’ 

In moving this amendment I should imitate the excellent example set 
by my friend, the mover of the resolution, and be as brief as possible. 
In this resolution I recognize an old friend, if not a “ hardy annual ’* 
of my friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. This matter first of all came 
up before the Council in Ibid and since then, in Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq, 
the question of a denominational college in Calcutta has found an 
ardent champion. It has been my misfortune in the jwist to differ from 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq on this question, but to-day 1 have no desire to 
accentuate my difference of opinion with him. As a matter of fact, 
my amendment is not an expression of dissent but is really born of 
agreement. I find in the list of business, in the agenda paper another 
resolution in the name of nn friend, for the establishment of a Muham- 
madan hostel in Calcutta. I was wondeiing whether my friend was 
really in earnest or this is one of his jests; because I find that he knows 
it very well himself that the deficit of the Government is about 
Ks. 85,00,000. With that deficit it is not practicable for any Govern- 
ment to start a Muhammadan hostel and also to start a Muhammadan 
Arts College in Calcutta or in any other part of the province. What- 
ever might have been the needs for an Arts College in Ibid, the condi- 
tion of affairs in 1 b‘J0 is quite different. Sir, when the air resounds 
the cry of niudu-Muhammadan unity it is hardly necessary for me to 
remind the memler that a denominational college is somewhut out of 
date. When there is a cry and an insistent demand for vocational 
education throughout the length and breadth of the land, it is hardly 
in season to make a demand for a Muhammadan Arts College. Any- 
way, in my previous sjeeches I have already given my reasons at length 
as to why I am opfXKted to a denominational college. As I have said 
at the outset I am not really in disagreement with my friend who, I 
believe, desires to advance the cause of Muhammadan education. I am 
not so much fascinated with the idea of u Muhammadan Arts College in 
Calcutta or anywhere else. Since my friend first formulated the demand, 
the University of Dacca had l>een established and there has been a first 
grade fully equipped Arts College in Dacca. The majority of Muham- 
ttoadan students hail from East Bengal and their need has been satisfied 
by the establishment of an Arts College at Dacca. In my opinion there 
is a greater need for the establishment o? a Muhammadan hostel in 
Calcutta Jthan that for & Muhammadan Arts College. 
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Mr. PRE8IDENT. The member had better not go into that. We 
are now discussing the establishment of an Arts College. 

Dr.' A. 8UHRAWARDY! I mention that only to show the neces- 
sity for a committee to inquire into the best means for advancing 
Muhammadan education — whether it can l>e achieved bv the establish- 
ment of a hostel or by the establishment of an Arts College or by the 
creation of stipends and scholarships tenable not only in the Arts 
College but also in various professional colleges, the Engineering College, 
the Law College, the Medical College, and not in the Muhammadan 
Arts College located in Calcutta alone. Now we have got a first grade 
Arts College in every imjortant town of Bengal and in my opinion it 
would be better to have scholarships and stipends for Muhammadan 
students in these colleges. 

These are my reasons for moving my amendment. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI : I supi*>rt the amendment moved ,by 
I)r. Nuhrnwardy and I sup]K>rt it for this reason that he wants a com- 
mittee to 1 m* appointed which will go into the question of devising means 
for advancing the cause of Muhammadan education. My friend, 
Mr. Iluq, has suggested a definite means, namely, the establishment of 
an Arts College. But in view of the fact that the tendency of the 
people is now for vocational and technical education it is desirable that 
the matter should Ik* considered over again and what was thought pru- 
dent and ex]>edient in 1013 may or may not be considered so in 1921 or 
1922. 

With this view 1 supj>ort the amendment moved by l)r. A. Suhra- 
wardy. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: Although this resolution has been 
moved by a Moslem friend I rise to opjnise it 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I may point out, that Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq has 
intimated his desire to ask for leave to withdraw his resolution. So 
we may regard that ns practically dead. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am glad to hear that Mr. Haq 
is not trying to resuscitate a dead horse and a cult, which is long dead, 
of communal isolation which -is against freedom and progress. I have 
great pleasure in supjwrting the amendment of Dr. A. Sulirawardy 
because, as Maulvi Syed Nasi m Ali had pointed out, uow t we are all 
trying to have* more facilities for vocational educational — an education 
which will give the training for earning bread and not merely the 
cultural side of education. 

% 

Dr. 4ATINDRA NATH MOITRAi Before I make up my mind 
whether to support or oppose this amendment I should like to have some 
points cleared by the mover of the amendment. Does he actually mean 
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to have a committee to "inquire into the question of vocational educa- 
tion particularly for Muhammadan students, or whether he means that 
only Mhihammadan students would be admitted at the particular voca- 
tional institution, or whether Hindus or Christians will also be admitted 
there; whether any religious instruction should be imparted there, and 
if so, what form of religious instruction should be given P And if it 
is in favour of higher education by the establishment of on Arts 
College — whether the Calcutta Madrasah cannot be used for w’lmt 
purpose P 

These are the points I want to have cleared before I make up my 
mind to support Dr. Suhrawardy’s amendment. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Mnulvi A K Faal-ul Haq’s 
resolution reminds me of the story of a millionaire asking 'for alms 
from a bankrupt. Sir, it is well-known to every member of this House 
and es{>ecially to the Muhammadan members and Muhammadan public 
of this province that, in the various i r<ujf estates of this province, a 
very large amount of money has l>een earmarked for Moslem educa- 
tion. Sir, when that large fund is available the first thing that should 
be done would Ik* to tap it. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Do these discussions really arise in 
view' of the fact that 1 have asked for leave of the House to withdraw 
my resolution P 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : 1 was watching to see how far Babu lndu 
Bhushan Dutta would go. If he sjieuks on Maulvi Fazl-ul Ilaq’s 
resolution then this question dews not arise, but if he is shaking on 
Dr. Suhrawardy’s amendment then I shall be glad if he will develnjie his 
point as soon us |K>ssible. He must lie quick aliout it. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 am only asking whether the 
proposed committee should go into this question and whether they are 
going to tap these funds for the development of Muhammadan educa- 
tion. If that is so, Sir, I support Dr. Suhrawardy’s amendment. If 
not, then I am afraid wa cannot approach Government for help to 
establish a denominational college. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir, Maulvi Fazl- 
ul Haq’s resolution having been withdrawn 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He has not beeu allowed to withdraw his resolu- 
# tion yet. 1 am going to get the leave of the House. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Before you do so, will you allow me 
a minute or two to say something by way of personal explanation P 
This is not the first tipie that I have put forward this motion for the 
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establishment of a Muhammadan Arts College. There are some friends 
of mine who think that this very idea of a Muhammadan Arts College 
is likely to imjxu’il what is called the Hindu-Moslem unity. I am here 
to defend the proposition that a college for Muhammadan students in 
Calcutta is not likely nor is it possible for it to do anything of that 
kind. We can have that peace between the two communities even if 
we have a college of our own in Calcutta. It is not the time nor the 
occasion to go into that question. I defend my position only on its 
merits. I am perfectly satisfied by the statement of the Hon’ble the 
Minister that the establishment of the Arts College at the present 
moment will not t>e» prnctiealde. But if the matter is to l>e threshed 
outi on its merits I am prejmred to do so. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Dr. Suhrawardy, certain questions have been put 
to you by Dr. Moitrn and if you think it necessary, you may answer 
those questions very briefly. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: I shall 1* very brief, Sir. My answer 
is that it is the committee who will answer those questions. 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: 1 do not thiuk that 1 need detain 
the House long. I have no objection to Maulvi Fazl-ul ITaq's with- 
drawing his resolution. As regards the* amendment which pro|K>ses a 
committee to inquire as to what funds are available for the develop- 
ment of Muhammadan education I am sorry to tell the House that no 
funds are available. That being the position 1 would ask m> friend, 
])r. Suhrawardy, to consider whether it is any good to press his amend- 
ment at this stage. Berlin jw later on, when the finances improve, we 
may consider this question. If I am allowed to make one or two 
observations alvout Muhammadan education, 1 will briefly state my 
views in the matter. The meml>ers of the House will remember that 
the Muhammadans form 52 per cent, of the population. If the pro- 
vince is to improve both the Hindus and Muhammadans must look to 
each others’ interest. The nation as a whole cannot prosper if one 
important portion of it lags behind. There must l>e more of sympathy 
between Jlindus and Muhammadans. While the ultimate decision 
must he the* decision of the House consisting of both Hindus and 
Muhammadans, I am certain that my Hindu colleagues will, in a ques- 
tion of this kind, see that the opinions of the Muhammadan members 
will receive every weight at their hands. I will suggest to my friend, 
Dr, Suhrawardy, to withdraw his amendment for the simple reason that 
there are no funds available at present. 

The original resolution standing in the name of Maulvi A. K. Fazl- 
ul Hnq was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The amendment of Dr. A Suhrawardy was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 
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The following resolutions, owing to the absence of the movers, 
were deemed to be w ithdrawn : — 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI : “ This Council recommends to the Gov- 
ernment that a committee be appointed consisting of officials and non- 
officials imJuding the mover, and with the Uommissioner of the Rurdwan 
Division as President, to inquire into the affairs of the Hooghly Imam- 
bara and into the management of that estate.” 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: “ This Council recommends to the Government 
that two or three* co-ojierative societies for jute-growers lie started in 
East Bengal, the Government agreeing to guarantee for a period ot 
three years the losses that such societies may sustain, on such terms 
and conditions as the Government may prescribe.** 


Use of books from Government libraries by members of Council. 

The following lesolution, which stood in the name of Munshi Jufar 
Ahmed, was, 1>\ leave ot the Council, moved by Shah S\ed Emdadul 

II uq : — 

“ This Council iccoin mends to tlu* Government that, immediate 
ordcis he passed to all Dmsional ( 'ommissioners and Magistiales of the 
province to the effect that menilHUs of the Bengal Legislative Council 
be allowed to use books horn the Government librnnes as they do in 
the Legislative Council." 

Shall S\ed Emdadul Ilaq delivered his speech in Bengali, the trans- 
lation oi which is as follows: — • 

It is a matter ot great regret that the memliers of tin* Legislative 
Council do not get luniks from the Colleetorate Library, whereas they 
get them from the Bengal Legislative Library. Before 1 was a mem- 
ber here, 1 was entitled to the privilege of getting liooks from the 
Colleetorate. I have now U*en deprived of the same privilege. I do 
not see any reason for this. So far as 1 can make out, I think the 
privilege has lieen declined to me liecause I am a meirilx'r °f fhe 
Opposition. I would, however, request that Government might issue 
circulars to all District Magistrates asking them to comply with the 
requisitions of the members of the Legislative Council for books and 
other Government publications available in the Colleetorate Library. 

The Hon'ble P. C. MITTER: If my friend will accept certain 
•amendments to his motion then I am prepared to accept the resolution 
on behalf of Government. If the member is willing to accept an 
amendment confining bis resolution to the libraries of the Collectors 
and agrees that the books are to lie lent in accordance with the rule# 
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to be framed by Government I will accept the resolution. Otherwise 
the matter may be discussed. 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq having accepted the modification, the 
resolution was put in the following form and agreed to: — 

* 1 This Council recommends to the Government that immediate 
orders be passed to all Magistrates of the province to the effect that 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council be allowed to use books 
from the Government libraries in accordance with the rules to be 
framed in this behalf by the Local Government.” 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 2<Sth 
November, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chumber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 28th Novemlier, 11)22, at 8 r.u. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the t.-lmir, the four Hon’hle Memliers of 
the Executive Council, the Hon’hle the Minister of Education, and 
92 nominated and elected members. 


Oath. 

The following memlier took an oath of his allegiance to the Crown: — 
Mr. E. Bjri.ky, t'.l.E. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Newspaper reports of public grievanoes. 

♦LX VI II. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Political Dejiurtmeiit lie pleased to lay op 
the table a statement showing — 

(?) the numlier and names of officers employed in reporting to the 
Government the grievances published in the newspujiers in 
the Presidency of Bengal; 

(fi) the manner in which they are brought to the notice of the 
Government; and 

(in) the amount of salary drawn by each of them during the last 
3 years? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephens© n): (i) to (in) It is one of the duties of the Bengali 
•Translator to supply Government with extracts from the new spa]**™ 
relating to matters of public interest. ITis name and salary will lie 
found in the Civil List. Government officers themselves also read the 
newspapers. 
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•LX IX. Mr. H. A. 8TARK: (a) Has the attention ol the Hon’ble 
the M earlier in charge of the Ecclesiastical Department been drawn to 
tlie exorbitant charges of funeral furnishers for Christian burials in 
Calcutta? 

(It) Are the Government considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing a committee to examine and rejKut what amendments are called for 
in the Calcutta Burials Boards Act, 1881 (Bengal Act V of 1881), 
with a view to control the charges in connection with Christian 
funerals? 

MEMBER in charge of ECCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

(It) Government have not yet decided what action, if any, they 
are prepared to take in the matter of controlling such charges. 


North Bengal flood. 

*LXX. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in ( barge of the Department of 'Agriculture and Industries bo 
pleased to state whether he visited the area affected by the flood in 
North Bengal P 

(It) If so, after how many days after the commencement of the 
flood and what was the length of the visit ? 

(r) What plaees did he visit? » 

(<1) Will the Hon’ble the* Minister be pleased to state whether any 
arrangements have* been made by his department to help the agricul- 
turists in the flood-stricken area by supplying them with seeds for 
agricultural operations? » 

(r) Will the II on ‘hie the Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the loss of cattle; and 

(n) the loss in crops and other agricultural produce, 
in fhe area affected by the recent floods? 

(/) Will the Hon’blc the Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, the Government are promising to adopt to recoup the losses referred 
to in (c) above? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan): (a) The answer is in 
the negative. 

(6) and (r) T)\e questions do not arise. 
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(d) Yes. The member is referred to the Press Communiques ol 
23rd October and 9th November, 1922. 

(e) and (/) The member is referred to the Press Communique of 
9th November, 1922. 


Pabna flood. 

•LXXI. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (o) Will the Hon hie 

the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the district of 
Fabna — 

(0 the approximate area in square miles, the number of people 
and the names of the police-stations affected by the recent 
floods ; 

(it) the names and number of villages, the extent of the area, the 
jiereentage of population, within each of the affected police- 
stations; and 

(lit) the loss of life, the loss of winter rice crop, the loss of cattle, 
and the destruction of houses in the affected area within 
each of the jxdice-slations Y 

(b) Wrll the Ilon’ble the Member l>e pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the estimated requirement** submitted by the ('o)lector of Pabna 
for flood relief oj»erations in his district ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the amounts of — 

( i ) gratuitous relief; 

(it) charitable relief required for re-building houses that have been 
destroyed and for the piovision of clothing; 

(tii) medical relief and precautions against epidemic disease; 

(iv) relief for the able-bodied ; 

(v) restoration of destroyed crops; and 

(rj) rabi seed loans in each of the affected |x>l ice-station* in the 
district of Pabna ? 

(d) What amount from the fund ojjened by the (oimmssioner of the 
Rajshahi division has been available for the affected area of the Pabna 
district and utilised for the — 

(t) extension of charitable relief already provided; and 

(it) provision of extra comforts for the distressed in each of the 
police-stations of the district, village by villageP 
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(e) 1m it a fact that an inspection of the area has shown that the 
police-stations of Atgharia and Chatmohar within the Sadar subdivision 
and the police-stations of IJllapara and Tarash within the Sirajganj 
subdivision of the Pabna district have been seriously affected by the 
recent floods? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE |(the Hon’ble the Maharajatfhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) (?) to (???) A statement is laid on the table showing the particulars 
required . 

(b) and (r) (?) and (?7) The estimates received by Government from 
the Collector of Pabna were Its. 2,000 for gratuitous relief, Rs. 10,000 
for charitable relief, and Us. 35,000 for agricultural loans. The first 
two amounts have t>eeii sanctioned and Rs. 29,000 have been sanctioned 
for loans for the present. 

(???) Medical relief is being afforded by the local disjjensary doctors 
as well as by Government and District Hoard doctors under the super- 
vision of the District Health Officer. 

(iv) None is required. 

O’) Ag ricultural loans are l>eing advanced to the cultivators. Out 
of the allotment for the purjiose mentioned above, a sum of Rs. 17. S' 
had l>ecn actually distributed up to the 17th instant. 

(rt) There is no demand for it. 

(d) It is nqMvrted that no assistance from this fund has been asked 
for. The amount of Rs. 10,000 given by Government for charitable 
relief will, however, lie adjusted against charitable funds. 

(e) The member is referred to the replies to questions (a) (?) and 

(it) alK)ve. * 


Statement referred tv in the reply tv * clauses (a) (?) tv (???) of 
starred question No. LX XI , showing the damage done by the 
recent floods in the district of Pabna. 

Area affected in square miles — 150.* 

Number of people affec ted — 50,000.* 

Pol i ce-st at i on s affect ed — 

Tarash — 

Villagest affected — Some villages in Chaukidari Unions IV and V; 

nearly all villages in Unions I, II, and III. 

Area — 30 square miles. 

Percentage of population affected — 50 per cent. 

• Aceordtaf to the lata* Id formation rack rad. 
t Tba bum of th« TiUtfM an aoi avaUabk. 
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Chatmohar — 

-A 

Villages* affected — The majority of villages in Ohaukidari Unions I 
to V, VII to X and XVI. 

Area — 80 square miles. 

Percentage of population affected— 35 per cent. 

Faridpur — 

Villages* affected— Nearly all villages in Uhnukidnri Unions I U 
and VIII. 

Area — 30 square miles. 

Percentage of population affected— 30 j>er cent. 

Ullapara — 

Villages* affected — A few villages in Ohaukidari Unions* IX IV 
XII and XXI. * ? 

Area — 10 square miles. 

Percentage of jn>pulation affected— 5 j>er cent. 

Loss of life — None. 

Loss of winter rice crops within each jm> 1 ice-station— 1 Ten annas m 

Tarash and Chatmohar and six annas in Faridpur and Ullajmru. 
Head of cattle lost — A few only. 

Numlier of houses destroyed — 700. 

• The names of Ibc Tillage* arr not available. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the Uftle). 

Biss Scheme of Primary Eduoation. 

142. Babu 4 ATI NORA HATH BA8U: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the l)ei>artmeiit of Education be pleased to state — 

(t) whether Mr. Biss’s Scheme of Primary Education has been 
given effect to in any locality in Bengal ; 

(ii) whether local bodies have been addressed about their co-ojiera- 
tion in carrying out the scheme; 

(m) if so, how many have been so addressed; 

( in ) how many local bodies have replied; 

( v ) how many have agTeed to co-operate in working the scheme; 
(vi) what stepe have been taken in carrying out the scheme; and 
(vtt) to what extent is it proposed to finance the immediate working 
of the scheme? 
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MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ Me Mr. P. C. Mitter): (i) Yes. Complete schemes are actually 
working’ in the unions of Itaruli, Bagerhat, and Tala in the 
Khulna district. In the Rujshahi district in Yusufpur Union, the 
scheme is actually working. In the Melki Union, in the Hooghly 
district, a school connected with the scheme is built and working. In 
south Kliaria, in the Jalpaiguri district, the scheme is working. In 
Darjeeling a central school for 300 boys has been <*j*>ned. Building 
and the acquisition of land is going on in many other localities prepaia- 
tory to giving full effect to the scheme. The present position is set 
forth in a second rejxnt by Mr. Biss which is now in the press and will 
soon be available. 

(ii) Yes. 

(if?) Detailed schemes have been sent to all municiisUities in 
Bengali for consideration and, if they so desire, modification. 

All district boards have been given the opportunity of working out 
e x j K' r i men tal sell e mes . 

Complete schemes have been sent to 200 union Ixmnls for consideia- 
tion and, if need lie, modification. 

Copies in English and Bengali of Mr. Biss’s Report, have been sent 
to all municipalities and distal boards, and in Bengali to all union 
boards. 

(ir) Ninety municipalities; 20 district boards; and 140 union boards; 

(v) Up to date 17 municipalities ; 20 district lx>ards; 0 union boards; 
and 27 panclmveti unions. 

Others still have the mint ter under consideration. 

(rr) An offer of assistance on a half-and-half basis has be>en made 
to all public bodies for this year only. In the meantime 30 schools 
have been provided with suitable buildings and maintenance cost. The 
sanction of Government has lieen accorded to 21 union lsiard schemes 
and 3 partial municipal schemes. Fifteen union Uiard and 8 municijKil 
schemes, ’initial or complete, are now under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. In Calcutta arrangements are being made for the foundation of 
large central primary schools, two of which are in process of erection 
through private generosity. See also (i) above. 

(rii) Provision has been made for Its. 2,77,000 in the Budget and 
the Supplementary Estimate for July. In view of the disinclination of 
many local bodies to find their half-share of the expenditure and the 
present financial difficulties of Government, it is proposed to revise this 
estimate so as to leave enough money for those local bodies as are likely 
to accept the half-and-half offer within the year. No definite figure has, 
yet been arrive^ at. 
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Rates of stipends in Kartohrapera railway workshop. 

143 ' Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: «,) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
(Railway Branch) lie pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
monthly value of the stipends for Anglo-Indian apprentices in the 
KanchrapdYa railway workshop has been fixed by the Eastern Bengal 
Railway authorities at Rs. 40, rising to Rs. 90 in the sixth year of 
training, while Indian apprentices are given no more than Rs. 16, 
rising to Rs. 25? 

(b) Is the Hon blp the Minister aware that this differential treat- 
ment has created a feeling of discontent amongst Indian students? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC W0RK8 DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. C. C. Dey): {a) The rates for stij>ends for difl>ient classes 
and communities are shown in the statement below. 

(b) No complaint has been received. 

Statement referred to it i the reply to clause [a) <f utistanrd 
question No. 143. 


Year. j Clothing. Pocket money. Total 


1 nt year 


‘2nd year 


3rd year 


4th year 


5tb year 


6th year 



liH. 

Its. 

5 

' 30 

! 

*>' 

! .0 

10 

35 

10 

25 

15 

10 

IS 

40 

20 

50 

20 

38 

25 

55 

25 ! 

43 

30 

65 

JO 

SI 


Flfttm la Roman are tor Eoropaan and A agio- Indian apprtoUooa. 
Fi#ra pm In ttaftea an for Indian appraotioca. 



390 


QUESTIONS. [28th Nov 

Effect of non-co-operation movement on schools. 


144. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY : (a) Will the 

IToir hl (3 .the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether lie is aware that a majority of the privately- 
managed high schools in Bengal, specially in East Bengal, have come 
to the end of their resources and are very likely to collapse with the 
current session owing to a heavy fall in the number of pupils due to 
the non-co-operation movement and consequent loss of income? 

(b) Ts it in the contemplation of the Government to render any 
pecuniary help to these schools to save them from collapse and help 
them on till better times supervene? 

(r) Will the TTon’ble the Minister be pleased to state, school by 
school, what amount of money has been spent till Octolier. 1922, for 
the up-keep and maintenance of the high schools in Bengal managed 
by the Government, and what amount of money was spent in 1921? 

(d) Will the TTon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what was 
the amount spent till October, 1922, towards grant-in-aid to the Gov- 
ernment-aided high schools of the different districts in Bengal and 
what amount was sjKUit in 1921 ? 

(r) Will the TTon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what was 
the amount spent bv the authorities of the Government-aided high 
schools of the different districts of Bengal till October, 1922, from 
local sources and what amount from such sources was sj>ent in 1921 ? 

( f) Will the TTon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what was the 
amount spent by the authorities of the privately-managed unaided high 
schools of the different districts in Bengal till October. 1922, and what 
sum of money was spent in 1 J21 ? 


The Hon'ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: GO Government is aware that the 
financial position of certain privately-managed schools was seriously 
deranged as a result of the n on -c< ►-operation movement, but there is no 
evidence to show that the general position is as bad as is suggested. 

(b) Tt'is the intention of Government to help schools crippled bv 
the non-co-operation movement as far ns practicable. 

(r) A statement of expenditure involved in the up-keep of Gov- 
ernment high schools in Bengal for 1920-21 and 1921-22 (up to the 
31st March, 19221, is laid on the table. It is not practicable to show 
figures up to the 31st October, 1922, at present. 

(d) A statement of grnnts-in-aid made to private high schools dur- 
ing 1921-22 is placed on the table. Later figures are not immediately 
available. 

(f ) and (/) The information is not available. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause ( c ) of unstarred question 
No. 144 , showing the amount spent for the up-keep of Government 


high schools in Bengal for 1020-21 

and 11)21-22 

(up to the 

31st March). 


Total ttxjwhditura 
for 1W-SJ. 

Tot*! fiiwondltur* 
for lM0.fl. 

Presidency Division — 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Baraset Government High School 

15,570 

12,522 

Barrackpore Government High School 

15.050 

12.991 

Taki Government High School 

19,887 

14,201 

Krishnngar Collegiate School 

24 ,(137 

20,181 

Nawah Jlahadm’s Institution 

35,300 

30.101 

Jessore Zilla School 

15.272 

12,131 

Khulna Zilla School 

19.1 S3 

19,747 

Calcutta Madrasah 

24,579 

23,308 

Hare School 

.. 31,897 

29,015 

Hindu School 

33,192 

28,039 

Sanskrit Collegiate School 

24.921 

22.225 

Betlnine Collegiate School 

30.153 

25,239 

Hurd wan Division — 

Birhhmn Zilla School 

17.527 

14.492 

Bank lira Zilla School 

18.235 

14,212 

Hooghlv Collegiate School 

21,2(12 

20,549 

ITooghlv Branch School 

. . 18.473 

18.322 

T T ttarj>ara Government School 

. 19,075 

1 1 .582 

Howrah Zilla School 

. 10,905 

15.759 

Dacca Division — • 

Dacca Collegiate School 

35.427 

33,128 

Armanitola Government High School 

20,933 

20,053 

•Dacca Moslem Government High School 

19,791 

17,434 

Eden High School 

. 39,029 

39,970 

Myinensingh Zilla School 

20,149 

15,771 

Jamalpur nigh School 

.. 39,839 

17,584 

Bidyamayee Government High School 

. . 23.709 

19.991 

Faridpur Zilla School 

... 19.844 

16,785 

Barisal Zilla School 

22 725 

21 .292 

Jhalakati Government High School 

18,545 

15,975 

Pirojpur Government High School 

18.281 

15,943 

Bhola Government High School 

. . 28,558 

17,593 

Rajshahi Division — 

Rajshahi Collegiate School 

... 28,727 

26,749 

Dinajpnr Zilla School 

... 24,231 

19,082 

2ft a 
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m 


ToUl expenditure Totol expenditure 
for IM14S. for lttO-31. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Jalpaiguri Zilla School 

... 15,996 

14,107 

Hangpur Zilla School 

... 18,392 

14,865 

Bogra Zilla School 

... 18,692 

15,238 

I’ahna Zilla School 

. . 23,435 

17,074 

Malda Zilla School 

... 17,626 

15,593 

Darjeeling High English School 

... 29,086 

24,658 

Chittagong Division — 

OomiUft Zilla School 

... 22,875 

19,991 

Noaklmli Zilla School 

... 16,559 

14,619 

Chittagong Collegiate School 

19,847 

18,677 

Chittagong Moslem High School 

.. 17,166 

12,932 

l)r. Khastgir’s Girls’ High English School 

. 26,022 

21,102 

Kangamati High English School 

... 21,325 

16,053 

Statement referred to w the reply to clause 

(d) of unstarred 

Question 

No. 144 , showing the grants-in-aul wade by Gorernment to 

High Schools. 

Name* of dUtrlct. 

imi-ss. 


Calcutta 

Rs. 

72,510 


24-Rarganas 

29,736 


Nadia « 

30,792 


Murshidabad 

16.656 


.1 essore 

12,000 


Khulna 

19,848 


Burd\* an 

29,856 


Birhhum 

10,992 


Bank ura 

... ID, 796 


* Midnapore 

32,520 


Ilooglily 

... 24,576 


Howrah 

15,204 


Dacca 

... 40,485 


Mymensingh 

30,595 


Farid pur 

20,768 


Bakarganj 

... 11,541' 


Chittagong 

... 24,626 


Noakhali 

... 19,386 


Tippera 

24,778 


Bajshahi 

2,603 
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Name of 4iat riot. 


1911-29. 



Ha. 

Dinajpur 


9,218 

Jalpaiguri 


3.329 

Itangpur 


... 12,716 

Bogra 


17,634 

Pa bn a 


14,239 

Malda 


730 

Darjeeling 


8.456 


Total 

... 5,47,589 


Namasudra schools in CopalganJ subdivision. 

145. Babu BH ISHMADEV DA8: (a) Will tin* Hon’ble tho 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state 
whether the stipends for the students of the backward classes have 
hcH'n distiilmted ? 

(It) Will the Hon'ble the Ministei 1 m* pleased also to state the 
steps, if any, that are lceing taken to impro\e the* condition of the 
Namasudra schools in the Gopalganj suluhvision of the distric t of 
Farid pur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. M ITT E R : (<n No 

(It) The matter is under consideration. 


Buildings for Copalg&nj munsifl. 

146. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: tut Will the IWble the 
MemW in charge of the Judicial Department Ik* pleased to state whether 
the estimates of the proposed buildings for the Gopalganj nmnsifi have 
l>een prepared and submitted to Government ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier lie pleases! to state the reason 
for the delay in commencing the work? 

MEMBER in ohargt of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim): (a) The detailed estimates have not yet been pre- 
pared and received by Government. 

(b) The question does not arise. 
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Appeal from decisions of union benches and courts in Dacca. 


147. Rai PYARI LAL D088 Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 
(/) the number of motions in the district of Dacca that have been 
preferred against the decisions of the union benches and 
courts before Subdi visional Magistrates, the District Magis- 
trate and the District Judge; 

(ii) how many of them have* been summarily rejected; and 

(???) in how many of them records have been called for final deci- 
sion ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAH IM : (?) Twenty-four (Subdi visional 
Magistrates 13 and District Judges 11). 

(?/) Five (Subdi visional Magistrates). 

(???) Twenty-one ( Subdivisional Magistrates 10, and District 
Judges 11). 


Radiological Institute in Calcutta. 

148. Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: („) Will the ITon hle the 
Minister in charge of the Dcpai tinent* of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether an\ steps have been taken to make necessary 
provision foi the establishment of a Radiological Institution m Ual- 
cuttu ns leeommcndcd by Dr. Hassan Sulirawardv ? 

(h) Will the llon’ble the Minister l>o pleased to state the approxi- 
mate cost of establishmefW of such an institution? 

8ECRETARY to GOV|RNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): ( a) The matter is still 
under the consideration of Government. In March, 192*2, it was 
decided that Dr. Kedar Nath Das ajul Lieutenant-Uolonel McCay, 
l.M.s., who were proceeding to England should be asked to make fur- 
ther inquiries regarding the lines on which such an institute should be 
created. Dr. Dus’ a re|K»rt has since been received but a rej>ort from 
Lioutenant-HVlonel MeCay is awaited. In view', however, of the 
present financial strigency it is not 'possible to proceed at present with 
this scheme. 

(M The following alternative estimates have been prepared : — 

(i) Establishment of a separate Radium Institute. 

7 nit ial cost — 

(l*) Building and littings — Its. 1,50,000; (2) Radium — Rs. 1,02,000; 
(3) Accessories and appliances — Rs. 10,000. Total 

Rs. 3,52,000. 
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Recurring cost — 

(4) Annual recurring cost; Staff. Director, Physicist. Sister 

and Nurses, etc.; and (fit Annual up-koops and renewals 

Rs. 50,000. 

(ti) Cost of extending X-Ray Annexe of the Medical College so as to 
form a Radio-Therapeutic Department of the College. 

Initial cost — 

(H Building and fittings— Rs. 30,000; (2) Radium -Its. 1,04.000; 
(3) Apparatus for deep therapy— Rs. 25,000. Total 
Rs. 1.50,000. 

Recurring cost — 

{4) Staff, etc.— IN. l‘J,(}()0 ; (fD Dp-keep— Rs. '5.0(H). Total 
Rs. 17,000. 

(in) The Sin geon-( feudal has estimated that about £‘7,000 to 
£s,000 would roughU be reijuiied as capital exjKMidituie for purchasing 
radium and housing p. 


Employment of Muhammadans in Covornment service. 

149. Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: (,n Will the Hon’hle the 
Membei in charge ol the Appointment Department l*» pleaded to lay on 
the table copies of the vnnous cuculais issued b\ the Government from 
time to turn* since lOOo leganling the employment of Muhammadans in 
the various blanches of the Public Service ? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state the total 
number of vacancies that ocetnred in the upper and lower division in 
the Secretariat and vaiious other offices at the Presidency under the 
Government of Rental during the puiod from the 1st January, 1021, 
to the 31st May, 1022? 

(<*) How many of these vacancies were gi\en to the MuhainrnadaiiH ? 

(d) How* many apjxiintments during the ]x»riod January, 1021, to 
May, 1922, were made — 

(?) on the recommendation or nomination of the three Hon’ble 
Ministers, respectively; and 

(u) by the Hon’ble the Ministers themselves, respectively ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the nature of these ap|X)iTitments in each case; and 

(ti) the number of them that were given to Muhammadans? 
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MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Copies of Government orders on the 
subject tire laid on the Library table — 

(1) Eastern Bengal and Assam Government Resolution No. 1T69 C., 
dated 15th February, 1907; (2) liette^r No. 3386A., dated the 20th 
April, 1914, to all Commissioners of Divisions; and (3) Circular letter 
No. 51 59-03 A., dated the 30th September, 1918. 

(b) to (r) A statement is laid on the Library table. Information 
has been furnished for the last official year from 1st April, 1921, 
to 31st March, 1922), for which returns have been received by 
Government. 


Raised platforms at stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

150. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of t lie Department of Public Works (Railwdy 
Branch) be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names 
of the stations on the Eastern Bengal and Sara-Sirujganj Railway lines, 
which are not provided with raised platforms? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the authorities of the Railways concerned to this matter? 

Mr. C. C. DEY: {a) A statement ioi the Eastern Bengal Railway is 
laid on the table. 

For Sara-Sirujganj Railway no station, except Sirajganj, are 
provided with raised platforms. 

(5) The attention of theJBailwuy authorities will be drawn to the 
subject-matter of the question. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
A o. 160 , showing the names of stations which arc not provided 
with raised platforms on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Canning Branch — 

Kalika]>ur; Piali ; Taldi. 

Poradah-Siliguri Branch — 

Goalbathan; Rnmeswarpur; Raghurampur; Brikutsa; Tilakpur; 

Belaiehandi; Nilphamari; Mandalghat. 

Dum Dum-Khulna Branch — 

Jhikargachha Ghat. 

Rannghat-Murshidabad Branch — 

Bahadurpu?; Paglachandi; Subarnamirgi. 
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Katihar-Godagari Branch — 

Godagari; Rohanpur; Eklakhi; Shatnshi; Blmluka Road; Harish 
Chandrapur. 

Poradah-Goalundo Branch — 

Charaikole; Kalukhali; Basantapur; Dadsi; Sabek-Goniundo; 
Faridpur. 

Santahar-Bouerpara-Kaunia Branch — 

Adamdighi; Nasaratpur; Talora; Gabtali; Sonatola; Mohimagunj; 
Bharatkhali; KamarjKira; Bamandanga; Chowdhurani. 

Parbatipur-Kaunia Branch — 

Bhutsara. 

Teesta-Dhubri Branch — 

Mogalhat. 

Gitaldah-Cooch Behar Branch — 

Bhetaguri; Bancswar; Damanpur; Rajahhatkhawa ; Buxa Rond. 

Rajubhatkhawa-Dulsingpara Branch — 

Hamiltongunj. 

Dacca Section Branch — 

Chashara; Fatulla; Dolaiganj ; Tcjgaon ; Kunnitolu; 
Rajendrapur; Sripui ; Satkhamair; MnshakhaJi; Dhala; Nen- 
hari; Sutiukhnli ; Buiganbari; Bidyaganj ; Piynrpur; Narundi; 
Nandina; Kendua-Kalibari ; Sarisabiiri. 


Recruitment to oerUin services from candidates of backward 
otasses of Pabna district. 

151. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’blo the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department Ik* pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the last ten years — 

(i) the number of candidates from the depressed classes (A the 
Pabna district for — 

(a) the Bengal Civil Service (Executive and Judicial), 

( b ) the Subordinate Civil Service, 

(c) the Provincial and Subordinate Excise and Police 

Sendees, respectively ; and 
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(ti) the number of these candidates who were appointed in each 
of these services? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (?) (a) to (c) and (ii) The 
information is not readily available, and Government consider that the 
labour involved in its collection is incommensurate with its value. 


8ara-8irajganj Railway and North Bengal flood. 

152. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Rou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) Ik* pleased to state whether he is awaie — 

(?) that since the construction of the Saru-Sirajganj Railway line 
floods are occurring in North Bengal; 

(?/) that there are no sufficient culverts or outlets for water in the 
said railway line? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (n) is in the affirmative, are the Govern- 
ment considering tlx* desirability of drawing the attention of the rail- 
way authorities to this matter? 

(r) Will the II on ’hie the Ministei la* pleased to state the number 
of culverts and waterways in the said line and their average width? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether he 
is aware that tlx* only natural watercourse, in tlx* aiea from Rohampur 
(Malda) in the east and Rnlialu (Bogra) in the west. Parbatipur in the 
north and lshurdi in the sohth has l»eeii stopped by tlx* construction 
of the Sara-Sirajganj Railway? 

(c) If so, what steps, if any, are Jtlx* Government faking in this 
matter? 

Mr. Ck C. DEY: («) («) No. 

(ii) The matter is being investigated by a special officer appointed 
by the Railway Board and a Committee appointed by the Government 
of Bengal and no opinion can now Ik* given. 

(b) The report of the Committee will Ik* awaited before taking any 
action in the matter. 

(c) The number of culverts and bridges is 53 with a waterway of 

3,678 lineal feet. The width varies from 2 feet to 672 feet. 4 

(d) Government have no information to this effect. 

(e ) The question does not arise. 
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153. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: «o Will the Hon’ We the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state what is the number of circle officers in the Bengal lhesi- 
deney? How many are Hindus and how main Muhammadans Y 

(b) What are the districts in which union boards have been esta- 
blished and what is the number of ciicle officers, Hindus and Muham- 
madans, in each subdivision ? 

Mr. 8. W. COODEs { «) Tin »re an* altogether 97 ciicle officers in 
Bengal of whom G9 are Hindus, 27 Muhammadans and one Christum. 
{b) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to dame (it) of unstarred 
question No. 153. 


M m M kh ov » inn k ornritHM nut* it 

T II K V t 1,1. AWE HK»,» -UOYKHN* 


Nan* of dlatncU in which 
union IkiuhIh liavo t>wu 
established, 

Naur of sulxllvlxlotis. 

MKM Al't 

H mil u*. Muhammad 

1 

2 

J i i 

1 





Burdwan 

Sudar 

'1 \ 


Kalna 

1 


Katwa 

1 


Anarn-ol 

... 

Birbhuin 

i Sodar 

1 

a i 


Rarnpurhat ... ... ’ 

2 

Ilooghly 

Sadar 

i ! i 


Serami>ore 

i 


Arambagh 

2 : 

i 

Howrah 

Sadar 

1 


Ufnberia ... ... j 

2 , ... 



400 


QUESTIONS, 


[28th Nov. 


i 

NUMBRIl OF CIRCLK OFPICKH8 UNDER 


Kamo of district* in which 
union boards have been 
established. 

Name of subdivisions. 


the Village hrlk-Uovern* 

KENT ACT. 

' 1 

Hindus. | Muhammadans. 

1 


j 


3 


4 

Nadia 

Sadar 



1 


... 


Kanagliat 

... 


1 


... 


Chuadanga 

... 


1 


... 


Kuahtia 



1 

1 

... 


Melicrpur 



1 

1 

| . ... 

i 

Khulna 

Sadar 

... 


1 

i • 


Bagcrhat 

... 


1 



Sutkliira 

... 


1 

... 

Murahidubad 

Sadar 




1 


Lalhagh 

... 


... 

1 


Kandt 

... 



1 


Jangipur 





Hogru 

Sadar 



1 


1 


« 




i 

Rajehahi 

Sadar 

... 


1 


... 

Dacca 

Sadar North 

... 


1 


1 


Sadar South 

... 


1 




Naraingauj 

... 


1 


1 


Mtinshiganj 

... 


1 


1 


1 Manikganj 

l 

... 


2 

j 

Faridpur ... 

Sadar 

... 


1 


... 


Madaripur 

... 


2 


... 


Goalundo 

... 


1 


... 

— 1 

Gopalganj 

... 


1 


... 
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N ru ncn or ciNCi.i ornciiu cndkk 
tii s Vi li. a uk hki.kOotkrn- 


Name of district* in which 
anion board* hare been 

Name of subdiridon*. 


MKHT 

ACT. 

established. 



Hindu*. 

Muhammadan*. 

1 

» 


5 

4 

Bakarganj c 




2 

1 

Mymenaingh 

Sadar North 


. 



Sailor South 


1 



Jamalpur 


1 

• 


Tiingiiil ... 



1 


NYtrokona 


1 



Kinhoregaii] 


1 

... 

Tippera ... j 

Sadar 


3 

2 

| 

Brahinimharia 


1 

2 

1 

1 

Chnndpur 



2 

1 

Noakhali ... 1 

i 

! 

Keui 



2 

Total 



49 
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• Union board* L»tp cot y**t been established in Hakarffani hut 1.1 Circle Offlcw* hat«. i,ren #ppoloic<l U» do 
preliminary work. The establishment of union boards in Hankur* and Murabldabad hate been atnrtioDed. but 
the boards hare not yet b«*en formed. 


Biss Scheme of Primary Education. 

154. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) WjI* 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing’ — 

( i ) the present progress of Mr. Biss’s Primary Education Scheme; 
(it) the number of union boards that have adopted the same; 

(tit ) the number of schools so far opened ; and 

(tv) the amount that has been contributed by Government for each 
of the schools opened or shortly to be opened ? 


*02 QUESTIONS. # . [ 28 tu Nov. 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
& statement showing — 

(i) the total amount yearly spent for primary, secondary and uni- 
- versity education, including technical and legal, in Bengal; 
and 

(n) the percentages under these different heads? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge l>e pleased to state the 
percentage of expenditure, for primary and higher education in the 
Bombay Presidency? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER" {a) (i) to (?r) The member’s 
attention is directed to the reply to an unstarrod question No. 142 on 
the subject put at this meeting by Bnbu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

(6) 0), (it) and (c) The member will find the information in 
the relevant official publications. 


Income and expenditure of district boards. 

155. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment l»e pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(a) the income of every district board in Bengal for the last three 
years ; 

(b) the percentage of expenditure in each of these three years 
under the heads, resjiectively, of— 

(i) establishments and travelling, 

(ii) construct iirti and repair of roads, 

(Hi) provision for drinking water in rural areas; and 
(iv) primary and technical ^duration? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the Library 
table. 


Provident fund for teachers in Government schools. 

156. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI : (a) Will 

the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state bow the scheme, if any, for a provident fund for 
teachers has worked in schools under Government control? 

(b) Tins the Hon’ble the Minister’s attention been drawn to a v 
scheme for a provident fund for teachers in European schools in India 
as proposed by the Honorary Secretary of the Association of Head 
Master of European Schools in India P 
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The Hon’ble Mf, P. C. MITTER: (<i) There is no scheme for the 
institution of a provident fund for teacheis in Government schools. 
They are all in pensionable service. 

(b) No. Inquiries are being made. 


Economy in expenditure. 

157. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the TWhle 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether the attention of all departmental heads lias already been drawn 
to the necessity of practising the utmost economy in expenditure by 
avoiding all non-essential charges including travelling by officers, ami 
restricting leave, in order to reduce the current and next yeaxs’ total 
charges and for improving the closing balances? 

(h) If so. will the Ilon'ble the Member be pleased to lav a copy of 
any sncli circular on the table? 

(c) If not, will the Ilon’ble the McmlxT be pleased to state whether 
Government contemplate issuing some such instructions in the near 
future? 

(tj) Will the TTon’ble the Member lx i pleased to state the total sum 
already spent during the year (from April to December, 19211, in 
travelling and lull allowances of high ofli< laK, ministerial officers, 
menials, etc., and extra parcel and postage and stationery for Dar- 
jeeling exodus, as well as for travelling and other chaiges paid for 
various conferences held in Dai jecling during that jtoriod? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald) : (a) Instructions were issued bv the Bengal Govern- 
ment in Octolzer, 1921, that rigid economy must be exercised in all 
departments. 

(h) The circular was of a confidential nature and cannot l>e laid 
on the table. 

(r) The question does not arise 

(d) The total was approximately TN 04,000 of which Its. 00,000 
was for the Secretariat. TK 10.000 for Heads of Departments, and 
Rs. 3,000 for conferences. This does not include travelling and other 
allowances of His Excellency’s staff. 


Engineering staff of district boards. 

158. Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: M Will the 

JTon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Loral Self-Govern- 
ment he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the income of the 
district hoards has been nearlv doubled by the transfer of the Public 
Works Cess to the district fundP 
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(b) lias the work of the Engineering Department of the district 
boards been increased of late on account of increased engineering work 
required by the activities of the education, medical and sanitary depart- 
ments ? 

(c) Is it true that the scale of pay of the engineering staff as fixed 
in the Government Notification No. 3834 L.S.-G., dated the 20th 
December, 1901, has not yet been revised in consideration of the 
increased cost of living? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Government of 
Bihar and Orissa have granted a compensatory allowance and also a 
temporarily revised scale of pay to the engineering staff of the district 
boards pending the consideration of further revision after the transfer 
of the Public Works~Dei>artment works to the district board according 
to the Government of India Resolution No. 139 E.A. of 11th March, 
1922? 

(c) Will the ITon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the reasons why the salaries of District Health Officers have 
been increased ; and 

(??) the reasons for differentiation between their case and the case 
of the engineering officers? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) The c*ess receipts of district boards, and not 
their total income, have been neatly doubled by the surrender of the 
Public Works Cess. 

(h) Eighteen out of 25 district boards report that there has been 
an appreciable* increase in the work of their engineering departments 
owing to the reasons referred to. 

(r) The reply is in the affirmative. The Ministry of Local Self- 
Government having found that it had no authority to fix scales of pay 
for District Engineers, the old rule made by the Government fixing their 
pnv was cancelled and" the matter left entirely to the discretion of dis- 
trict boards. The latter have since l>con asked to consider the matter 
carefully, and, if they so desire, to suggest scales to Government which 
will subsequently make pro]K>sals to them for their approval. A copy of 
circular No. 51 — 55 T. L.S,-G., dated the fith Mav, 1922, issued by 
Government on the subject, is laid on the Library table. 

(<]) Government have no information. 

(r) (?) and (it) Government offered to contribute half the District 
Health Officer’s pay to those districts boards which might adopt the 
Government model rub's and employ Health Officers on pay of Rs. 300 — 
20 — 500 (Government Circular No. 25 — 29 T. San., dated the 9th June, 
1920). No such inducement is offered in the case of the engineering 
•taff. 
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1S9. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’He the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state when the orders a portioning the cost of the settlement 
operations in the Pabna-Bogrn Settlement district were published in the 
Calcutta Gazette for general inhumation!’ 

(h) If the orders have not yet been published, when do the Govern- 
ment propose to publish them Y 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member lie pleased to state whether any 
opportunities of discussing, or objecting to. the orders of appoitionnient 
have been or will be given to the landlords arid tenants v 

(d) If so, what opj>ortunities have been or will l>e given Y 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) A j »j »< >i t moment orders have not yet been published 
in the Gazette 

(/>) Early in 192d 

(r) and (/i) Theie is no piovision in the law foi tin* publication of 
diaft orders of apportionment of costs under section 1M of tin* Bengal 
Tenancy Act, but an\ one lntcie-ted is at liberty to interview the 
Settlement Officer and to discuss tin’ subject with him. In uccoidanc© 
with the usual piactice, oideis of apjHut lonment w r ill be published in the 
Gazette for general infunnation. 


Brothels in Calcutta. 

160. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a i Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in chaige of the Police Dejmrtment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement according to the census of 1921 showing, wan! by 
ward, in the Calcutta Municipality — 

(/) the number of public prostitutes; 

(it) the number of girls in brothels U*tween the ages of f> and 10, 
and 10 and lo years, respectively; and 

(iii) the percentage of public prostitutes to the female {copulation 
of Calcutta ? 

(b) Are the Government aware that the girls who are under age 
in the brothels are being brought up to the same profession Y 

(c) What steps, if any, are the Government taking in the matter? 

t MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephe n s o n) * (a) (t) The number according to the census 
of 1921 is 8,877 for Calcutta city. The census tables do not give the 
figures ward by ward. 
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(it) Figures are not available 
(in) 3-1 per cent. 

(b) The existence of this evil is known. 

(c) Prosecutions under the Indian Penal Code are undertaken when 
possible and pin vision has been made in sections 30 and 41 of the 
Bengal Children's Act, 1022, to deal specially with such cases. Minor 
girls are sent, when possible, to a Home or Befuge. 


8ara-8irajganj Railway and North Bengal flood. 

101. Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY : (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway Branch) 
l* pleased to state the extent of the Railway line between Sara and 
Sirajganj and the number of culverts in this length? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Railway administration concerned to increase the number of culverts 
to ensure better drainage of the locality through which the line passes? 

(r) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister aware that it is alleged that one 
of the chief causes of the flood in North Bengal is due to “ banking 
up " of water bv Railway embankments of the Saiu-Sirajganj and 
Santahar-Siliguri lines? 

Mr. C. G.'DEY: (a) The extent of the Surn-Sirajganj Railway from 
Isburdi Junction to Sirajganj glint is 53*12 miles. The numlier of 
bridges and culverts on this length is 53 with a waterway of 3,678 lineal 
feet. 

(b) The Local Government can only point out to the Government of 
India the necessity tor providing further waterways, but cannot enforce 
their provision. The Committee to be appointed by the Government 
of Bengal will report on this question, and the Government, can act 
only after the issue of their report. 

(c) Vide the latter part of the reply to (b). The report of the 
Committee will be awaited. 


OFFICIAL BU8INE88. 

Government Bill. 

The Coondas Bill, 1922. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. 8TEPHENSON: I move that the Goondas 

Bill, 1922, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. L. Birley, 
Sir Reginald Clarke, Bnbu Debi Prosad Khnitan, Mr. S. R. Das, Mr. D. 
J. Cohen, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, Mr, Razaur Rahman Khan, 
Mr. S. Mahhoob Alev, I)r. Hassan Suhrnwardv, Mr. R. H. L. Langford 
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James, Raja Reshee Case Law, Mr. Tarit Bhusnn Roy and myself, with 
instructions to submit our report in time for its consideration at 
the January meetings of the Council. 

I have already explained the nature of the Bill. So I do not pro- 
pose to take up the time of the Council in making any further remarks 
at this stage. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move, by way of amendment, 
that the Goondas Bill, 1922, be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon. 

When I sent notice of this amendment, I found on a reference to 
the paper circulated by the legislative Department that this Bill had 
only been circulated to a few assoemtions of Calcutta. 1 thought. Sir, 
that it would he proper to circulate the Bill to all the Presidency Magis- 
trates and other Magistrates of Calcutta, as well as to the’ Lawyers 
Association of the Calcutta Police Courts, the Calcutta High Couit 
Bar Library, the Vakils’ Association of Calcutta and the Attorney's 
Association, because 1 thought that these parties would be able 
to give us very valuable opinion on the Bill I have since learnt 
that mv suggestion, as regards some of the parties, has been accepted 
by the TIonTrle the Member, and the Bill has been circulated to 
the Presidency Magistrates. If the Uon'ble (lie Member will be pleased 
to circulate the Bill to the other parties mentioned by me, well, I 
shall have no hesitation m withdrawing the amendment. 

Let me now proceed to speak on the principles of the Bill It is 
rather difficult for a mufassal member to ^sjwak authoritatively on 
a matter which primarily concerns the citizens of Calcutta 1 have 
therefore decided to he guided bv those Calcutta members, who belong 
to our group. This much, however, is perfectly certain, that, the 
goon da menace is a real one and tin* much is also certain that in spite 
of a special Goonda Department, the Calcutta Police have miserably 
failed in dealing with the situation. Whether the failure has been due 
to lack of sufficient powers or to the lack of efficiency of the police is 
■*n matter which should be seriousL looked into. Extniordinnn situa- 
tions mav demand extraordinary measures, but we must be perfectly 
certain that the agency is quite fit to exercise these large jrowers, 
before we can safelv invest them with such jrowers. This Council, 
as the custodian of the rights and liberties of the |*eople, has a verv 
heavy responsibility in this matter This responsibility bn* been 
increased a hundredfold bv the attitude taken up bv the TTon ble 
Mr. Stephenson, who has clearly said that Government will l>e quite 
content to accept the decision of the Council. The primary duty of 
the Legislature, as I rend it, is not to rush into such thoughtless legis- 
lation as mav degenerate into a transgression of the individual rights 
^nd liberties of the people. 

The Calcutta Police have been freelv using the verv wide sections 
109 and 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code, and on the admission of 
the Police Commifcioner himself, these powers have been used with 

27 a 
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some sort of success. Sectiou 109 may not be so wide, as pointed out 
by the IJon’ble the Member, but section 110 provides that anyone who 
“ habitually commits mischief oi any one who is so desperate and , 
dangerous as lo render bis being at large without security hazardous 
to the community may be oideied to execute a bond with sureties for 
good behaviour.” These powers seem wide enough, if projierly and 
efficiently applied. Even the Police Commissioner admits that these 
powers uie somewhat effective. He says, in the Annual Report of the 
Calcutta Police Administration for 1919 — 

In September find Oc tober, apocinl steps were taken in this area [i.e., Barabaxar] 
to arrctit and send up under the bad livelihood sections, a number of the more 
prominent goowbis, pick-pockets, and thieves, and this had for a time a pood effect. 

May I ask, if it had effect for a time, why did not the good effect 
continue? Mr. Kenys, the acting Chief Presidency Magistrate, said 
the other day, “ in order to cope with the goonda menace only social 
legislation to enable the magistracy to deport these luffians and their 
employers should suffice.** Here is a responsible magistrate leeom- 
mending that the power should he given to the magistracy hut it seems 
strange that there is no jniwer given to the magistracy in this Bill; 
the whole power is given to the police. Of course, there is mention 
of a reference to Government, but we all know what these references 
generally mean. The constable repents to the* Sub-Tnspeetor, the Sub- 
Inspector to the Inspector, he* in turn to his superior officer and so on, 
in this endless chain, till it is sanctified by the sanction of the Govern- 
ment. When this is the way in which things are generally done, is it 
any wonder that people fight shv of giving extraordinary powers to the 
police? Sir, it may he known to many members of this Council that 
only recently in the case of one •latindra Nath Dhari, Presidency Magis- 
trate, Mr. d. N . Sarkar, said* — 

Tlio conduct of the constables was disgraceful, and the conduct of the officer in 
charge was still more so. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, is the member in order in referring 
to that case? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Yes, he is 
quite in order, as he is illustrating the dangers of too much -power 
being given to the ]K>lice. 

Babll IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Then, again, in the same court, 
the Magistrate referring to a case, where a constable was the complain- 
ant, said — 

The complainant is thus guilty not only of telling deliberate falsehoods, but 
of fabricating evidence. 

t 

These are not solitary instances. During the memorable days of the 
last winter when we heard so much of the Jlartals and of the non-co- 
operation movement, the activities of the Calcutta Police were such — 
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(I was not going* to say, it was “ disgraceful," but 1 think I should 
say it)— that it brought foith an indignant protest from this Council. 
I seriously ask this Council, are you going to invest this police with 
extraordinary powers, without taking piompt stops to improve their 
efficiency and without keeping sufficient safegmuds? The safeguards 
projKXsed in this Bill aie useless — nay, they me worse than useless. 
We must have a couple of setnoi 01 High Court .fudges to look into 
each individual ease and we cannot depend on the jxiliee reports barked 
up by Government as the\ UMialh aie. We must also see that this is 
not made a means of stifling the political opponents of the Government. 

Then, Sir, tin* definition of “ Goondas M has been left peculiarly 
vague. The definition merely savs that it indudes a hooligan or other 
rough — this is not at all dear. I am aft aid it may lead to a great deal 
of hardship and oppiession upon the people. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would \ on please sjeeak only on the general 
principles of the Bill? You had better not go into the details now. 

Babu INDU BRUSH AN DUTTA: I should like to say a word about, 
the distinction created between the Bengali and foieign goondas The 
dinstinetion is not very dear, because the questions of domicile and 
birth will ceitainL arise and create great difficulties in the practical 
working of the Act 

Sir, if the Calcutta members feel that a special legislation is neces- 
sary to meet with this giave situation. I have no <|uairel with them. 

I shall be glad to support the Bill, but. Sir, I cannot lie a ]>arty to the 
suggestion that this sjieeinl legislation — this extraordinary piece otf 
autocratic legislation — should find a peimanent place in the Statute 
Book of the count! \ . The ('iiniiu.il I'loiedurc Code is ibe most com- 
prehensible in the woibl. and il \ou want an\ additions to these I say, 
that these additions must be tempoian If \oii must ba\e tins legis- 
lation, let it be* in foiee for one \eai only. Let us sec* how it w'orks. 
If it works well, if the police can Use its powers pinpily, then tin* Act 
can Ik* tenewed for another \enr and so on. If it does not work well, 
it can he automat icallv diopped. A permanent legislation of this type 
will mean a permanent slur on the reputation of tin* people and of the 
police. I therefore suggest lhaf the* Bill be a temporary one*. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: (Babu 8urendra Nath Ray): T con- 
gratulate the Government on presenting this Bill before the House. 
It appears, however, that my friends, the members of the Marwari 
community, have taken exception to some remarks which we find in 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the* Bill, but I think the 
members of the Marwari community protest too much. I fully agree 
with my friend, Mr. Jmlu Bhushan Diifta. that the Bill should not be 
a permanent one; we ought to see how it works for a year or two, 
and then if we find any flaw in it, we may ask for its amendment. 
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Then there is the question whether the Bengali element among the 
goondas should also be deported or not. Let us first try to deport the 
real goondas who have come and infested Bengal before we try to 
deport the Bengali goondas ; by Bengali goondas 1 mean goondas, both 
Hindu and Muhammadan, who have been in Bengal or in Calcutta 
for generations and who have taken to hooliganism. That there are 
such hooligans in Calcutta there is no doubt; but first let us get rid 
of the foreign goondas and then there will be time enough to get rid 
of the Bengali goondas. 

My friend, Mr. Dutta, has said that in this Bill we are leaving every- 
thing in the hands of the police. I think, Sir, the members of the 
Council remember that when nine gentlemen of Bengal were deported 
from Bengal some years ago— I think about 10 or 11 years ago — there 
was a hue and cry not only in Bengal but also in the B'itish House of 
Commons. It was then said that these people had been depot ted and 
some of them interned without a trial. The power which the present 
Bill gives may be used as a safeguard, to some extent, against the 
hooliganism of some of these goondas. It says “ the local Government 
who, after such further inquiry as they deem necessary, and after giv- 
ing such person an opportunity of showing cause why an order under 
this sub-section should not be made, may pass oiders ui>on the person 
to leave the Presidency of Bengal,*' but under the Regulation of 1818 
there was no such safeguard. The accused persons were never allowed 
to submit their case before Government. That lis my idea of the 
Regulation so far ns I remember. There are no doubt some safeguards 
in the present Bill, but T think it would satisfy all parties if the whole 
matter were placed before a judge of the High Court or an experienced 
judicial officer. Of course, so long as a man like the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, a trained lawyer is in charge of the Judicial Depart- 
ment, people are safe — or a man like the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson, who was 
at one time in charge of about 1,000 internees and who cautiously and 
gradually released a large number of them. I had to go to him on 
some occasions on behalf of these people, so I know how he managed 
these things. T would rejx)rt that if there be a clause in the Bill 
giving tin* accused person a right to present his case before an experienced 
judicial officer, it will satisfy a very large number of the members of 
this Council. 

With these remarks, I give my support to the Bill. 

Rftji MANILOLL SINGH ROY: The Goondas Bill will be acclaimed, 

I hope, by every loyal and law-abiding citizen as a supremely bene- 
volent measure, whitfi, if judiciously administered, will afford immunity 
from the ceaseless daring depredations of the Calcutta goonda, who 
has made the life of the inoffensive citizens a veritable hell. I submit, * 
a man hailing from outside Calcutta and its suburbs and not an inhabi- 
tant of the city and its suburbs may also be pVotected as well, and the 
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harbourera of goondas on any pretext, who participate in their gains, 
may also be made liable as much as a goomla himself, as they are more 
dangerous to the community for obvious reasons. Having been connected 
with the ciiminal judiciary in the mufassal for over twelve years, I 
know fully well that though moial coimction of the guilt of the accused 
presses on the judicial mind, the Magistrate is compelled to acquit the 
accused sometimes, as legal evidence falls slant of the ideal standard 
of the criminal jurisprudence. The necessity, therefore, of making such 
legislation when the timidity of the witnesses to sfieuk against desjier- 
ate characters makes conviction nu|H>sMble, is opjKirtune. 

But, Sir, most respectfully I should suggest that in view of the 
drastic nature of the legislation it is desirable that a tribunal consisting 
of judicial officers of the rank of District Judge be formed to pass a 
final verdict. Such snlulan provision i> calculated to disarnrany adverse 
criticisms and satisfy public opinion. Only desperate and dangerous 
characters? concerned in some overt ciiminal acts involving breach 
of the peace, who answer to the deset iptiou of persons mentioned in 
section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code, irn\sj>c< tive of caste, colour 
or creed, whether they are cif\-l>red Bengali goondas or up-country 
ones, must come under the purview of tlie Act. At any rate, the term 
“ Bengali ” in sections d (?) ih) should he well defined and be made 
free from any ambiguity or vagueness The final older of expatriation 
should be passed by a projierly constituted tribunal ap|K#inted by the 
Governor in Council which may consist of trained judges and legal prac- 
titioners of over ten years’ standing, so that there ma\ not be any scope 
for any comment on the part of the public. Again, tin* inquiry should 
he of a qtum - judicial chuiiictci , so that witnesses may not run any risk 
of being the target of tin 1 goonda.s But care should he taken to frame 
proper safeguards so that the Act ma\ not lie an engine of oppression 
to innocent persons. With such salutary safoguaids, I 'think the 
enactment will admittedly fulfil its purjK>se. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I have only a few words to 
say on this subject. In the first place, as Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta, 
if I followed him aright, has appealed to the members of the present 
Council representing Calcutta and as I represent the people of Calcutta 
and come in contact with them almost daily, not only as a citizen 
but in the course of my public avocations, I may sav, without exaggera- 
tion, that the Bill is necessary in the interests of the people of Calcutta 
for the safety of their lives and property. Whether the Bill should 
tako the shape in which it is now placed before the Council or not, is a 
matter, no doubt, for the consideration of the Select Committee and 
finally of the Council; but T must express my gratitude to Government 
for having brought this Bill before the Council. It was some time 
before the reformed legislature rame into existence that I, along with 
certain other representative citizens of Calcutta, and especially at their 
particular request, called on, and interviewed, Sir Henry Wheeler and 
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represented the misery and loss of life and property caused by the class 
of goondas who especially hail from the remote parts of the United 
Provinces. Let it not lie said that I am for excluding the Bengalis 
altogether. 1 know theie are desperate characters among Bengalis who 
require to he put under restraint if not under the same treatment as 
the people hailing from the United Provinces: that is a matter which 
will he looked into bv the Select Committee and finally by the Council. 
I think it is necessary to state — and I sj>eak with all my sense of 
res]>onsibilitv and with ail the emphasis that I can commend — that a 
legislative measure is necessary for the safety of the lives and pioperty 
<xf the people of Calcutta. Whether the police shall have unlimited 
powers or not is a matter of detail which will have to be looked into by 
the Select Committee and finally by the Council. I know well — and I 
do not mince matters when I say that the goondas form, as it were, a frater- 
nity which flourish in the understrata of the Calcutta Police and even of 
the mufassal police. But that is no reason that we should oppose Gov- 
ernment and not give our whole-hearted support in enacting a measure 
for the safety of our lives and property. I think, that whatever 
amendments and whatever alterations this Bill may undergo, it is my 
duty not only as a citizen of Calcutta who has a large stake in the city 
and who has always, 1 may say, without any exaggeiation, passed sleep- 
less nights on many occasions on account of the depredations of these 
goondas, to sav that 1 hail and welcome this measure. I hope, there- 
fore, that the reference to the Select Committee will not be barred by 
the Council. I am sure that the suggestion that there should lie a 
responsible committee presided over by such persons as a Judge of the 
High Court and consisting of an expert lawyer and responsible citizens 
of Calcutta will meet with the approval of the Council. Such a com- 
mittee, 1 am sure, will inspire confidence, will not place powers entire- 
ly in the hands of the policV; and w T ith the aid of such a committee, 
Government will be better guided than by the opinion or recommenda- 
tions of the ( ommissioner of Police. Again I say that is a matter of 
detail. As regards the general principfe of the Bill, I acknowledge it 
is sound and is based on the laudable object of securing the safety of 
the lives and property of the people of Calcutta and I whole-heartedly 
give my support to the principle. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With the objects and 
reasons of this Bill 1 entirely agree. But the whole thing centres 
round this: have we devised a Bill that is consistent with the principles 
of British justice and can we, with the full knowledge of our existing 
police efficiency, vest that very police with summary and extraordinary 
powers? Sir, things may look very bright on paper, very fair and just, 
ns very often our Indian Statutes do, but we must not also forget that 
wo ore not vesting these powers in the hands of an ideal police, but in 
the bands of the police as exists in our land. . Firstly, Sir, in the very 
definition of the term " Goonda ” we do neither get a definition nor a 
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description in the proper sense of those turns, but we are merely told 
that “ (ioonda ” includes a hooligan or other rough. It necessarily 
implies that others except hooligans or roughs may also come undei 
the term “ Goonda, ” for example, a political agitator, a stiike leader, 
or even a religious preacher, Ry this very elastic description we are 
crediting the police with a laige discretion— u discretion absolutely 
uufetteied by any eouit of law. Ot couise, it cun he said that we are 
vesting all this discietion and all these powers in the hands of the Pom- 
roissioner of Police. Hut who is this real ('oiiiniissioiier of Police, 
pray? Sir, who are his eyes, enw and hands ? Through whose eyes 
does he see, through whose ears docs he hear? Who carries tales to 
him, who makes him sec* visions? Surely the pnntivnlldh or the low 
informer. Would tin* ('onimissionei of Police himself go about look- 
ing into the antecedents oi spying into the* motives or doings of the 
suspec ted goomlas? N<>. Sir, it is absurd. ( hir Commissioner of Police, 
despite his oflirial halo. but a man with no more than two eyes and 
two ears. 11c* must seal with hi" sanction the pupets put up to him by 
lus subordinates, who m then turn do also repose equal confidc*nce in 
their subordinates, and so oil down to tin* lowest in tin* police employ 
including the spies; and such is the* fetish of piestige and good Govern- 
ment of a red-tape admimst uition controlled thiough tile’s from beyond 
the seven seas. And so if one ot these in this long chain, bears a grudge’* 
against a man foi failing to satisfy him. thcie is every likelihood of 
the Commissioner of Police being moved against him under this contem- 
plated “ Goonda Act M 

I would have l>een most willing to have such a Hill for the* suppreA- 
sion of goonelas, if there wc?c no gonndas in the police force itself, if 
instances of illegal gratification wen* rarer, if police* assaults and 
execs sc*s were not connived at or lighth punished, if exhibitions of 
police dances on jieople’s stomach*- were unknown. 

And then, again, what have we got to chock the doings of the 
Police Commissioner? The local Government? Hut what is the local 
Government? Is it a mere absolution v Or is it going to be repre- 
sented by the Ron’ble the Member in charge or bis Secretary or bis 
Joints or Griders? Who is this local Government, that is to make 
further inquiries and to whom causes are to be shown? And would that 
officer take evidence in making further inquiry or would be trend 
the maruuli way of absolute agreement with whatever bears the hall- 
mark of the Commissioner of Police? These* are matters which must 
be cleared up before we can be uskec! to concede to a further executive 
encroachment on people's liberties. Refore the police can be empowered 
to banish a man from the province, where perhaps he intends to earn 
or does actually earn his livelihood, we must lie assured that we are 
not going to enact a star-chamber farce' or one of those panicky intern- 
ment proceedings of recent memory. 
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Lastly, Sir, I do not distinctly understand this race distinction 
amongst the goondas. Bengal has also her indigenous goondas. How 
to deal with them? The Government itself confesses its inability to 
cope with the goondas with the aid of the ordinary laws: but when 
once it is having an extraoidinarv law, why not try to make it compre- 
hensive; why lay the whole blame on poor up-country employees of 
our Marwari brethren, as the Jlon’ble Mr. Stephenson has 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: May I rise to a point of 
personal ex,planution ? I have never said that the goondas are employed 
by Marwari gentlemen. 

Kumar SH1B SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Perhaps, Sir, I have 
l>een misled. I find, howevei, in the statement of objects and reasons, 
stated that “ the Marwaris maintain numbers of the class of men from 
which the goondas come.” As, however, the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson’s 
signature appeals at the end of the statement of objects and reasons, 

I thought that it was his statement. 

There are also Bengali, Chinese, European and Anglo-Indian 
goondas. So, it would not be quite fair to lay the entire blame on 
the Marwari gentlemen. Su, so 1 would piopose a thoiough recasting 
of this Bill and make it more compi ehensive. Do not make the police 
ttll-jMiworful, both the accuser and the judge and have safeguards against 
their vagaries. I would like to have our over-worked Commissioner of 
Police saved from innocently and unknowingly lending his high name 
and prestige to the commission of grave crimes, namely, robbing people 
of their libel ties and means of sustenance. 1 would therefore suggest 
that ]>eople accused of being goondas be brought forward lx* fore a 
Board of Inquiry 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You* can bring up these points lief ore the Select 
Committee. You are rather going into details and 1 hope that you 
will not further dilate on that point. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR tlAY: 1 was following the pre- 
cedent of some of the previous sjieakers and l thought that 1 would be 
in order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 am afraid you are still going too mueh into 
details. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I oppose, on principle, 
vesting entire powers in the Commissioner of Police. What I want to 
suggest is a Board of Inquiry, consisting of 3 men, including a Deputy 
Commissioner of Police. In such a Board of Inquiry, there would be 
a proper police representation, mollified by the influence of the two other 
gentlemen with judicial experience. I merely throw out some sugges- ^ 
tions for all they may be worth; and as has been ruled by you, the Select 
Committee may improve upon them. I can confidently assert that the 
Bill, as it has. been drafted, is very unsatisfactory, and is a regular 
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menace to public liberty and security, a formidable weapon in the hands 
of unscrupulous police officers and as such, it should never bo passed , 
however much we might whole-heartedly agree with the laudable object 
behind. And, Sir, if you would vest the Commissioner of Police with 
final authority, do so by all means, but do not have an unseemly faroe 
of a meaningless Governor-in-Council sanction behind. 

Rli Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to give my general 
approval to this Bill, as I am glad my colleague, Bai Badlm Charau 
Pal Bahadur, has already done. Amongst the shakers who have 
already spoken, the feeling with which we are actuated will be well 
understood by one gentlemen only and that is my friend, the Hoi 
Bahadur. Sir, I am not surprised that opjwsition in some shui>e or 
other has come from my friends, Bnbu Indu Bhushan ]>utta~ and Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Bay. The fiist is known to he an idealist and will 
rise up and oppose anything which does not come up to his principles 
and his jurisprudence, and the other, Sir, I must say, does not repre- 
sent Calcutta and has scarcely any idea of the prevailing feeling in 
this city. My friend, the Kumar Sahib, comes here in a gharry or a 
motor car and goes back to his palace, lives in Calcutta for a few days 
and goes Imck to his country-place to enjoy his rest. Such men cannot 
understand any of the difficulties of this city and they cannot realize 
the trouble we are suffering from. My friend, the Bai Bahadur, has 
very aptly pointed out that throughout the length and breadth of the 
citv there is a widespread apprehension as to what is in Htore for us 
to-morrow. My friend will also sympathize with me when I refer to 
an incident which hap{>e!ied in his ward, very near to hi* house, about 
two years ago, when a young man of a respectable fainih, a relative 
of mine and a friend of the Bai Bahadur, was most brutally murdered 
in the streets of Calcutta before it was dusk by goon das without any 
justification or any provocation whatsoever. If such instances have 
not been rare, the matter would have been different; but from our 
experience in this city, as one who was born and has lived in the city 
for the last fifty years, 1 may say that such occurrences are gradually 
increasing and instances can be quoted m which the goo wins most 
wantonly assault citizens. If they took away our treasures and our 
money we might have kept quiet. At the present moment, our lives 
are in danger and we canot tolerate this. So, if we rise to support this 
measure, I hope my friends will pardon us. I am glad to find that 
although my friends have objected to some of the provision* in the 
Bill, they have given their qualified supjxmt in the end. 1 agree with 
them that this Bill is practically a confession on the part of the police 
that they have been unable to protect the lives and properties of the 
citizens of Calcutta to an extent which we all desire; and I must con- 
fess that this proves the uselessness and the failure of the enormous 
increase of the numerical strength of the Calcutta Police force. Some 
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time ago, when we discussed the police Budget this question was dis- 
cussed by many of our hiends and we were assured, to a certain 
extent, that if the police weie mci eased in strength and efficiency, 
no further addition would be neeessaiy to the police force or no neces- 
sity would arise to take recourse to vesting any further {rowers in the 
police. I am sorry, Sir, that that anticipation has been falsified and 
the result is fhe introduction of this “ Goondas Bill.” No one, as I 
have already said, can deny that in Calcutta numerous gangs of streets 
rowdies uqd roughs, addicted to all sorts of crimes and violence, are 
rapidly increasing, and that it has reached such a strength that the 
enormous increase of the police foiee and the ordinary procedure of 
the courts of justice have proved to lie 1 utile. It has come to such a 
pass that, with all my abhorrence against the restrictions upon the 
liberty of the people, which my friends have touched upon, without 
trial in an open couit, 1 am prepared to take the responsibility upon 
myself ; and in the name of the constituencies we represent, we would 
welcome the experiment with this ultm- judicial measures to meet this 
acute stage of lawlessness in this hig city. My apprehension, however, 
is that the Bill does not go far enoguh. To quote from some well- 
meant criticism, the distinction between goondas and goondas by reason 
of their parentage or place of birth is quite artificial and arbitrary; and 
if insisted in, the measure w ill remain a dead letter. The goondas are 
goondas and are equally dangerous to society, he they born in Bengal 
or out of it. There is no consolation in being brutally assaulted by our 
own kinsmen. I submit, therefore, that this special measure should Ire 
equally applicable to the resident as well as to the non-resident goonda, 
be he a Bengali or ujM'ountn man, a Christian or a Muhammadan or 
a Hindu. While the Bill suggests deportation or exclusion for non- 
resident goondas, it should require sureties and bonds for good behaviour 
on the part of Bengal-born and resident goondas. I do not know T 
whether the word “ up-country ” used in the Bill includes Orissa, 
Madras and Deccan or not; if not, T would substitute for “ up-coun- 
try,” ” outside Bengal ” in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 
With your jrermission, Sir, 1 would suggest, at the outset, to strengthen 
the hands of the police — to add that the Commissioner will take 

Mr. PRE81DENT: Not now. It is not necessary to do that now. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Thank you, Sir. I will 
follow your advice.. 

The Bill has certain defects and one of those defects is that I find 
that the Commissioner of Police will have to act on his own initiative. 
What I would suggest is that the initiative might also come from the 
residents, in which case the Commissioner of Police should have no 
other option but to move the machinery provided in the Bill. There 
is another defect and that is that this Bill might create some amount 
of panic among the legitimate employment-seekers who come down 
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to Calcutta to meet our requirement*. The spread of exaggerated 
rumours about the opp.ession ami the arbitrariness of the police in the 
plea of carrying out the provisions of the contemplated measure may even- 
tualiy lead to an "'‘^rence with the free influx of these outside' people 
into Calcutta ; and if my f.iemls, like the Kumar Sahib and men of hi. 
thinking, will come here and make all so.ts of accusations the 

jadice in time and out of time. ,|iM.h unjustK. I believe the mischiel 
will he very ninth imieasetl. (Hear, hear.) 

Sir, those, who characterise this piece of emergent measure a « a 
panicky or ultra - judicial legislation, aie ,K*rhaps not fully aware of the 
kind of trouble the lesnlents of Calcutta have been suffering from for a 
very lon K time. With \oui perineum. Sn, 1 would like to ,efer, for 
the recollection of most of the gentlemen who ha\e come from outside, 
the condition of the (ioonda Hoj which ptcvailed in (alcutta on various 
instances ; hut perhaps that would not he lieces^an as they are all well- 
known to those who June lived in (’alcutta for the last ‘feu years. 1 
cannot, howc\er, reliain fiom quoting one instance of letter public 
feeling immediately alter the minder of Halm Surat Chandra Daw to 
which I have already lefened. Then* was a public meeting presided 
over by om resorted Minister, the llon’hle Sir Suiendra Nath Hanerjea. 
There we discussed tliis question of extiadition and removal of goondas 
from Calcutta. Since then public opinion has formed itself in favour 
of these goondas being got liold of and j*ot rid of by any process whut- 
e\(‘r that may he de\ised 1 am soti\ that I do not find Sir Surendra 
Nalli Haneijea hole. He < tm Ul not ^ive his umjiialified assent to our 
proposal on that (xiasion, hut 1 am glad that as a Minister of the 
(iovernment, he has now given his approval to that 


I wanted to place some of my suggestions before the Council to 
improve the Hill hut I refrain fiom doing so to oomph with \oui advice. 
Hut before I sit down, I would icfei to one oi two impoitant jroints 
which are upjrermost in mv mind. The ( ommissipiiei of police should 
be authorized to move m tin* matte? at his own notne a*- well as when 
moved by respectable jreople of the locality We should ti\ to find out 
how this Hill can he made equally applicable t<> Hongali goondas. ] 
would once more rejreat that if the\ cannot he deported, they can be 
efficiently dealt with by securities and bonds being enforced u|x>n them. 


In Calcutta, there are four districts. I surest that Advisory 
Boards may Ire formed in each of those four districts and I am absolutely 
certain that the people have been so much troubled with the goonda 
question, that many respectable jreople will » onie forward to act as 
members of these Advisory Hoards without fearing 1 the assaults by 
goondas. If such Advisory Hoards 1 m* constituted, the police would, 
to a great extent, be heljred and the trouble and difficulty of the police 
will be very much minimised. Sir, with these remarks, I would once 
more say that I welcome the Hill and give my general support to it. 
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Batou NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: This is not the proper time 
to speak on the merits or otherwise of the Bill, but there is no doubt 
that an Act like this should be passed to protect people from being 
robbed hr molested. I would only suggest a few points for the con- 
sideration of the members of the Select Committee. From the defini- 
tion it opj>ears that Howrah has not been included within Calcutta in 
the Bill. It should he extended to Howrah. Howrah may be inferior 
to Calcutta in all respects, but so far as the prevalence of goondaism 
is concerned, it is not in the least inferior to Calcutta, and moreover, 
there is another objection. If this Bill b« passed into law and be 
limited to Calcutta only, then all these gentlemen against whom the 
Bill is intended to operate will cross the river and go over to the other 
side, and so Howrah will become a rendezvous of goondas. In this 
definition there should be another provision, namely, “ and such places 
where Government may from time to time by special notification extend 
the Act.” Tn all mill areas it may be necessary to extend the Act. 
That is my first point. 

My second point is alwiut t he definition of ” Goonda.” It says that 
a goonda includes a hooligan or other lough. This will not do. Goonda 
must mean something, only including will not do. Goondas might 
mean all classes mentioned in sections 109 and 1 1(1 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. Therefore my suggestion is that the provision of 
sections 109 and I 10, Criminal Procedure Code, with some modifications 
and with such additions as may ho thought desirable, may be put as 
tho definition of the word ” Goonda.” 

My third point is whether the Commissioner of Police will be both 
complainant, and judge in resjiect of the same offence. It is against 
all pniiriples of law that tlu» 4 Judge and the Prosecutor should be the 
same person. It may be said that the Commissioner of Police is invested 
with the |H)wers of a Magistrate of the first class, but that is only 
executive power and jiot judicial power.. The Commissioner of Police 
has not got that judicial training which other Magistrates have. 
Therefore, instead of makng the Commissioner of Police the deport- 
ing authority, a suggestion has been made to appoint a committee 
consisting of ten j>ersons to consider the evidence received by the Com- 
missioner of Police against any particular j>erson or number of persons 
and then to pass orders against them under this Act. But I submit that 
if a person accused of an offence punishable with death can be tried 
by a Judge and Jury or Assessor consisting of 3 to 5 gentlemen, I do 
not think that a goonda should he tried by 10 persons. So I suggest 
that either a Magistrate specially empowered in that behalf or a small 
committee of three jiersons should hear such cases and on their report 
Government should finally act. 

These are the few points that T wish to place before the House for 
the consideration of the members of the Select Committee. 
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Rii LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: I must congratulate 
the Government at the beginning on the presentation of the Goonda 
Bill though after a long time, as it has become overdue for some time. 
The riot of 1910 led the people seriously to think to request the Gov- 
ernment to take some steps for the suppression of the goondas. The 
riot of 1918 only confirmed the previous belief and the Government 
should have come forward then with this proposal. However delayed 
this Bill might be I do not doubt the utility of this Goondas Bill, 
especially in these days, when highway robberies and murders have 
become the matter of every-day occurrence in broad day-light in the 
streets of Calcutta. But I regiet that the Bill as it has been fi allied will 
not be able to achieve the object in view. I do not know from what 
quarters representation was made for the expulsion of the foreign 
goondas only. If this lie the suggestion of the officials, J think the 
Government has then been fully convinced that the existing machinery 
of the law has been quite insufficient hitherto, to deal successfully 
with the goondas and therefoie this extraordinary measure has been 
proposed to be undertaken to clean the city. We cannot have any 
objection to arm the Government with any kind of weajxm, however 
extraordinary it may 1 k\ to enable it to preserve law and order. But 
when we believe that any proposed Government measure will fail to get 
the object in view, then, of course, it becomes our boundcu duty to 
come forward with criticisms and suggestions. 

That is why 1 want to expose the defects r if tin* Bill with a view to 
make it a perfect one so that the result dcsiied ran be obtained through 
it. The Bill proposes to depoit the goondas who come from outside 
Bengal. But the Government foiget that the majority of the goondas 
by their long stay in Bengal have become domiciled and even some of 
them can claim this city as their place of birth I he Bill makes no 
extraordinary provision to deal with them. I speak of extraordinary 
provision because the Government thinks that ihr time has come to pro- 
ceed extraordinarily with them, as the existing law*' me quite inadequate 
for their projier trial and punishment due to them Now, Sir, if the 
majority of the goondas escape as domiciled or as natives; and only 
a few fall within the province of the Bill, do the Government think 
that the object in view will be achieved and ('alcutta will be cleaned? 
The second provision of the Bill is similarly defective, fyalcutta 
Police Commissioners are always overworked. They in most cases 
have to act on the report of their subordinates. Therefore, in report- 
ing the cases of the goondas, the Police Commissioner will have to 
act according to the recommendations of his subordinates and therefore, 
how can we expert their reports to be perfect ? The helpless goondas 
• without patrons or leaders, who could not be able to satisfy the police, 
will only fall into their clutches and others will escape with tact and 
skill. Here lies the danger. Thus it is seen that the Bill excluding 
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the Bengali goondas has limited its circle of activity and the working 
out of the Bill cannot be carried on successfully on account of the second 
provision of the Bill. 

But we want the Bill, because we want that goondaism should be 
suppressed. That is why I request the Government to change the Bill 
a little only to make it a perfect one and think of interning all the 
domiciled goondas who cannot be deputed from Bengal. It is a common 
fact that the local ]>cople know the goondas more lumiliaily than any 
police officer. The police can easily, with the help of these local people 
and the Criminal Investigation Department, detect and find them out 
and send their names to the local Government. To carry out this 
scheme successfully, it will he necessaiy to form ward committees in 
every ward in Calcutta and in the suburban municipalities where the 
Act should be extended, the members of which may be annually select- 
ed by the local Government from the inhabitants of the locality; with 
deputy or assistant commissioners in the case of Calcutta, and supenu- 
tendents of ]M>lice in the case of the suburban municipalities as presi- 
dents. The police will aiiest the goondas and will produce them before 
the committees to which the goondas would belong. The ward com- 
mittees will assist the police in finding out the real character of the 
goondas and also will inform the names of other bad characters. The 
report of the majority of the ward committees can faiil> he assumed 
will he above all kinds of suspicion and corruption ; and their findings 
will consequently be more jierfeet. The final decision will rest on the 
Judge of tin* High Court or in the local Government; the Governor- 
in-Council will verity the recommendations tlnough any Judge or any 
high judicial oflicer, and will allow every possible means of defence. 
If these suggestions he accepted, the difficulties of an of>en court trial 
w ill he avoided and at the same time the elementary light of personal 
liberty of an individual will he safeguarded. 

The proposal for the expulsion of the foreign goondas is a kind of 
shifting, it is avoiding a dangei, this can never he very piaiseworthy 
foi anv Government. It the police have thought that they cannot act 
under the present circumstances with the existing laws then let us 
think that* tjii* Bill ought to ho a perfect one in every respect to help 
them in their difficulties. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to support the general 
principle on which this Bill has been framed. It has not been rushed 
through but was considered by the previous Council in the pre-ftefonn 
days and it was thought advisable that this .should be considered by this 
Council, therefore, it has been brought forward now. The need 

for an Act to deal expeditiously with the hooligans and the rough 
elements in Calcutta has been a long-felt want, and every citizen of 
Calcutta, who is acquainted with the problem x>f law and order of the 
city, is bound to support this BiU. The Bill is very good, but I am 
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afaaid it does not go very far. For instance, the important suburb, 
the trans-Hooghly suburb of Howrah, is moet probahly, as I read tbs 
definition, excluded from the operations of thi%Act. This Bill, which 
is mainly intended to provide against the hooligans and bad charactew 
who come from the up-country stations, curiously enough, excludes the 
very place where the up-country people first set their feet on the soil 
of Bengal. If Howrah is not included within the suburbs of Calcutta 
for the purposes of this Act, the rough and hooligan elements will 
simply shift their headquarters from Calcutta across the river to Howrah 
and from there manoeuvre their nefarious activities. Recently we know 
how a motor daeoity was mamruvred from Allahabad ami how the 
members thereof used to frequent Howrah. Howrah forms a very 
important rendezvous and a plucc of refuge for the hooligans or W~ 
7 noshes from Calcutta whenever they want to evade the vigilance of the 
Calcutta Police. 1 represent the rijxirian municipalities on the bunks 
of the Hooghly in the districts of Hooghlv and Howrah, and I feel that 
the same protection is needed for the people I have the privilege of 
representing on this Council, and 1 think the operation of this Act 
should also be extended to Howrah and the mill areas. 

The iK)int regarding the operations of the Bill being confined only to 
those who are not Bengali by birth deserves consideration. My esteemed 
friend, Babu Indu Bluish an ]>uttn, pointed out that it would create 
difficulties regarding the domicile or place of birth of the hooligans 
I quite agree with him. We know that lots of Peshawaris, Arabs and 
Persians, Mirzapuris, ami ujwountry hooligans come to Bengal, and 
generally intermarry here and make Bengal their home. What will 
happen to the offspring of these men who by birth are Bengalis and 
goondas by heredity? A man’s name may bo Shirazi or a Khan, but 
he may be all the same a Bengali by birth. These are, however, 
matters of detail which, I am sure, will be considered by the Select 
Committee. There is a Persian saying: “ To kill the snake and leave 
its offspring behind is not the work of wise people ” — they are just 
as venomous as their parents. 

Regarding the remarks made by certain gentlemen that the Bill 
will give a very large sco]>e to the police to harass people, I am afraid 
I cannot absolutely agree with those gentlemen. Certain powers for 
expeditiously and effectively dealing with bad characters are very 
necessary. A good deal of criticism has been made about the police. 
Of course, they are not quite perfect like some of us: they are not 
angels, but all the same they are our countrymen and such defects as 
they have got we all have as human beings. They have got a very 
difficult and thankless task to perform and I feel we shouldUlo as much 
as we can to help them. We want protection and criticise uiem if they 
fail to give this and yet we sav that we do not want the police to have 
sufficient power. Another gentleman suggested that we should have a 
Judge with a panel of assessors and another to have a magisterial 
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inquiry in every case. To start with, this is a very expensive and long 
drawn procedure. While the Retrenchment Committee in Bengal and 
the Ipchape Commit tee* at Delhi are laying their axes on everything, 
the suggestion comes that to rid Calcutta of its badmashes we should 
have* a judicial inquiry for every single goomla we want to deport, which 
will cost a lot of money and which may not serve any useful purpose in 
proportion to the loss of public money and time. Moreover, apart 
from the waste of time and money it will he very difficult to prove 
legally, before a judicial officer, that a man is a goonda, but all the 
same he may he a goonda from every moral point of view. 1 agree 
with the suggestion that instead of making the Commissioner of Police 
the only authority to take the initiative, to associate with him some non- 
officials of the locality. This will relieve the overburdened Commis- 
sioner of Police of an additional lot of work and a good deal of the 
un[x>pularity which the measure will entail. 1 suggest and am sure 
that by getting rid of the goomlas a good deal of expenditure on the 
police will he curtailed which the Council will like to see. At present, 
whenever there is trouble or trouble is apprehended Government must 
provide means for preserving law and order and that is done by recruit- 
ing more police. Biots and unlawful assemblies and similar things 
can Ik* prevented and a good deal of reduction in expenditure can be 
effected by the ojiemtions suggested in the Goomlas Bill. I am sure 
our esteemed colleague, the Surgeon -General, will hear me out when 
1 say that some times the liest treatment for a man suffering from a 
spreading gangrene is amputation, and I think a surgical ojierution is 
very badly needed for the goomlas of Caelutta and they must be expedi- 
tiously and quickly got rid of. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: The II on'ble Mr. Stephenson in 
introducing this BMl in this House said that this Bill had been 
prepared specially on the representations made by certain associations 
of the Marwari community. 1 do not dispute that proposition. The 
attitude of the Marwari community on* this question is too well-known 
to be described by me. Rui Rudha Cliaran Pal Bahadur and Rai Dr. 
Haridhun l)utt Bahadur have fully described the situation that exists 
in ( 'alcutta iu connection with the goomlas. Life and property of the 
citizens of this town, and specially of that part of the city where I happen 
to live, namely Barabasar, are certainly in a precarious state, and there 
is no doubt that we have rejieatedly represented to the Government that 
some suitable stcq>s must be taken in order to eradicate the town of 
t|io evil of goondaism. Sir, whether we think that such a drastic Bill 
should havu 1 *m?u necessary or not is a matter on which we need not 
dilate at the present moment. It is sufficient that the Government 
thinks that without drastic measures like these it is impossible to Q0pe 
with the evil of goondaism, and there is no other alternative for u* but 
that we should accord our support to this measure, but of couree with 
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eertam modifications. But, Sir, I do not sec any reason why in 4h. 
StatemMita of Objects and Reasons the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Bill should have gone out of his way and vilified a whole com- 
mumty by saying that the Marwaris, ou the allegation that polioe 
protection is insufficient, maintain numbers of the class of men from 
Which the gooudas come and thus make it still more difficult for the 
poiice to deni with the evil. Sir, what surprises me more is that the 
Deputy-President of the Council coming from Uehnlu and having little 
connection with Barubnair should ulso have gone out of his wav and 
accorded his support not only to this sentence but remarked that the 
Marwaris have been protesting too much against vilification of this 
character. Ou the other hand, 1 am glad to find that the Indian Asso- 
ciation has joined hands with us in protesting against it. I have no 
doubt, Sir, that the term “ Marwaris " here has lieen used in the sense 
that newspaper reporters use it. For I have read in the pn|iers saying 
that a Mai wan of the name of Miinni Lai Ouzrati has been convicted 
of gambling. I have read in the pa|s>is that a Marwari of the name of 
■Sohnn Lai Kbettii has been convicted of breach of trust. Marwaris do 
nothing that the members of other communities do not do. It is true 
that Marwaris have got to engage durwiins to collect money and td 
protect, their gates, hut which community is there in Calcutta that does 
not engage duiwntrs for similar seivice. It is a matter of regret that in 
a solemn document like this a statement of this kind should have found 
a place, and I lio|s* that the TIon'ble Mi. Stephenson, with his generous 
disposition, will not fail to make amends for this statement. 

There are ceitnin oilier matter* on which, although the llon’ble the 
Member in chaise has been good enough to include me in tin* Select Com- 
mittee, and I shall have a chance of giving mv opinion oa the several 
matters there, it is desirable, as the jiersnn veiling the feedings of the 
people of Baiabazar here, that I should at this stage make some refer- 
ence. I desire to refer to some of tin* piovisinns of the Bill on which 
these is a strong feeling in that jwrt of Calcutta. It has given me no 
smpll amount of pleasure to hear in tin* debate that has ensued on this 
Bill that some of my friends including the National Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Indian Association have taken exception to the provision 
in the Bill to exclude those who are Bengalis by birth. In n recent 
answer which the Hon’ hie the Member gave to Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh 
Roy, it was stated that of the number of goondas wdio were on the list, 
there were 133 up-country Hindus, 34 Muhammadans, 26 Punjabis and 
Peshawari s t 151 Bengali Hindus, 1 Bengali Muhammadan and 1 Bengali 
Christian. The total conies to 193 up-country and 153 Bengali goon- 
dae; the proportion is 4 to 3. From this list itself it appears that aa 
igainst 4 op-country goondas there are 3 Bengali goondas, and there 
b no knowing how many of the up-country goondas were born in Bengal. 

[ was bom in Bengal myself, and if I were a goonda, I would not have 
been included in the list of Bengali goondas. If the provisions of this 
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1 h® brou ^ ht into operation with regard to any person, is it 
advisable that a prolonged inquiry should be made as regards his place 
of 015th r Is it not improbable that as soon as any person is hauled 
up either before the Government as provided for in this Bill or before 
a High Court Judge or any other judicial officer— whatever the machi- 
nery that may be set up— the first defence that would be put forward 
would be that he was a person born in Bengal. How is the police to 
prove that he was not born in a certain place? If a person says that 
he was born at Sheorapliuli or some place like that, what evidence can 
the police offer that he was not born in that place P The easiest thing 
for a person so hauled up will be to say th^ he was born in Bengal 
and so get off. Secondly, it is not desirable that inter-provincial feel- 
ings should lie allowed to ho aroused in a matter like this. There is 
a feeling here among my Bengali friends that the Bengali goondas 
should be treated in the same manner as the non-Bengali goondas. 
The Racial Distinctions Committee in regard to the provisions of the 
Criminal Procedure Code has only recently been sitting. We know the 
bitter feeling that exists over the matter. The lion’ hie Mr. Stephenson 
said that the Foreigners Act exists in this country and foreigners can 
bo deported under certain conditions. But is he prewired to deal with 
a Bihari or a United Provinces or a Bombay man on the same terms that 
he would deal with a foreigner who was -horn outside India? If a thing 
like this is done, we know that the communal feelings are provincial 
jealousies that exist in all the provinces will l>e very bitter, and who 
knows that Bihar will not jmss a law that no Bengali should l>e appoint- 
ed to Government service in Bihar, who knows that Bombay may not 
pass a law that no Bengali should he allowed to carry on business there, 
who knows that Madras may not pass a law' that no Bengali shall be 
allowed to be interested in Jhe tanning industry in that Presidency? 
Sir, these are measures which ought to l>e carefully scrutinized and the 
results they may lead us to, before allowing an arbitrary provision of 
♦bis nature to be {Hissed into law. I he]*? that all my friends in this 
House, the Government and the police w'ill be very careful in not allow- 
ing a law of this nature to be passed without a careful scrutiny of its 
features. There is only one other thing to which I would draw atten- 
tion, and that has a very close connection with the provision in the Bill 
which w'ill not be appplicable to Bengalis by birth. That is, if the 
Bill is to operate also on Bengalis, w'e cannot scmd them out of Bengal. 
Several remedies have been suggested : the Indian Association have 
suggested one, viz., that they may be interned. Another friend of 
mine, I believe Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, has suggested that a 
bond may be taken in the same manner as under the Criminal Procedure 
Code. The only objection of the Government, in dealing with the 
goondas under the existing provisions of the law, was that sufficient 
evidence could not be secured ; if the circumstantial evidence is represented 
to be quite sufficient to deport a non-Bengali out of Bengal, there i* 
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no reason why on similar evidence, a Bengali goonda cannot be requifed 
to execute a bond or be brought under some other penal clause which 
may be provided for in this Bill. # 

The Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson in introducing the Bill has already 
said that no safeguards have been provided in this Bill. Several have 
been suggested, one is the afljpointment of a committee; the other is 
that the matter be dealt with bv High Court Judges; the third is by 
Magistrates and others of similar status. Further, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Stephenson said that safeguards might l>e provided by the Select Com- 
mittee. It is unnecessary for me at this stage to go into that matter, 
suffice it to say that there is a strong feeling on this point. When the 
matter is considered by the Select Conimmittee, I hope some safeguards 
will be provided to make this Bill acceptable to the people and not be 
a cause of resentment to them, and to make the Bill deill adequately 
with the sort of jxmple whom it seeks to control. 

There is only one other matter and that is this. People fear that 
even if this Bill is enacted, there may not be such a good administra- 
tion of it that the worst goon das will be brought under the purview of 
this Bill. That is also a matter which will have to lx* seriously con- 
sidered 1>> the Select Committee. 1 think myself that as the Commis- 
sioner of Police himself cannot really find out as to who is a real goonda 
or not and as he must rely jwiforce on his subordinate officers, before 
a law of this nature is brought into ojx*nition against anybody, some 
provision ought to lx* introduced in this Bill whereby the Commissioner 
of Police may be hcljx*d — ceituinlv by private individuals — with some 
information so that the real goonda may nlso be brought under the 
administration of the law after it is enacted with such modifications 
as may be accepted by this House*. 

With these observations and with the amendments that I have 
suggested, I feel I can give my support to this Bill. 

Mililvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: This measure is a necessity. 
The robberies committed by the goondas in o]m*» daylight in the streets 
ol Calcutta has sent a thrill into the hearts of the people of this city 
and of the mufassal. Many innocent persons have been murdered and 
robberies committed on them, and this measure has Wn necessitated 
by the voice of the people, and now' the milk of human kindness gushes 
out when such a measure is going to lx* taken. I think that this 
h uman kindness ought to be reserved for better people than these pest# 
of society. These pests of society and these dregs of mankind ought 
to be eliminated from the city to make the place worth living in. I 
think that this premier city of India ought to be washed of these dirty 
things. I think that when this measure is taken, we ought to sup- 
port 0f course there may be some loopholes in the measure, and 

there is also some attempt at partition of one province from the other, 
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Mi all these things ought to be taken into consideration by the gentle- 
men who have been selected as mem tiers of the Select Committee. It 
is their business and not ours. Our business is to see whether the 
measure is a necessity. If this is so, let it be adopted with all sorts * 
of provisions as may be necessary to put down goondaism in the city 
of Calcutta. * 

With these words I beg to support tin* motion. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI S The Hon’ble 

Mr. Stephenson has undoubtedly given us very strong reasons why a 
Bill of this kind is necessary to deal with goondaism and terrorism prac- 
tised unchecked in the very heart of the city. According to him and 
the statistics supplied by the Goon da Police theie are *‘196 goondns on 
the register of the police. I maintain, Sir, an extraordinary legislation 
of this kind is not warranted to deal with »‘M(> had mashes in a popula- 
tion of nearly 1 ,000,000. What is the principle involved in this Bill P 
As far as I can see the present provisions of tin* Criminal Law are not 
suffieient to deal with a crime which is not only very difficult to detect 
hut sufficient evidence is not forthcoming to punish offenders, and the 
police who are charged with the duties of protecting the public against 
robbery and violence, is unable .to cope with the situation unless extra- 
ordinary powers are given to them, and what is the extraordinary power 
they ask for? Deportation of non-Bengali ruffians from this city or 
province without giving them the chance to defend themselves in an 
oj>en Court of Justice. From time immemorial we have encouraged 
goondaism and it 1ms become almost a fiadition with our powerful zamin- 
dars and money-lenders to employ lathiah to terrorise raiyats in the 
villages, disposses them from lawful possession of lands and that sort 
of thing — 

Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SlVlCH ROY: May 1 rise to a point of order? 
What have the lathiah engaged by the mufnssal zamindars got to do 
with the Calcutta goon das ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT • I am allowing him to continue in order to show 
the connection. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: These lathiah 
are engaged to give a good beating and to terrorise jieople whether they 
are tenants or anybody elser and that happens all over the country. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tt does not in the least follow that because one. 
man wants to knock another on the head in the mufassal, you need 
therefore bring that into the question of Calcutta goon das. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: The mercaatilft 

plutocrats, their counterparts in Calcutta, likewise retain this class of men i 
to terrorise rivals or take revenge on enemies. You cannot therefore 
expect much co-operation from that class of the public to whom gooodaa 
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and fothiaU are a necessity. There is another important point whfch 
must not be lost sight of, viz., that these goondas for whose expulsion 
w© are legislating, are more or less drawn from the working dussqp who 
come to Calcutta for a living. God only knows the treatment , the honest 
workers receive from the police. If he is a cart driver, he must pay 
his toll to the police beforehand, the poor hawker must likewise give 
a Share, the coolies too must give his poojuh to the priests, I mean the 
paraxcalla*. On the top of these you are giving the polio© extra jH»wors 
to deport a certain class of men including funuvallas , gharry iralhis , 
durwans and hawkers who, according to police, are goon das. 

The Hon’ble the Mover lias quoted the Foreigners Act as a precedent, 
I have read the Act and find the analogy is very jH>or indeed. The 
Foreigners Act is an old Act of 1S(>4 modified in lfUf) as a wjir measure 
to deal with enemy subject. The preamble of the Foreigners Act is 
to enable the Government to prevent the subject of foreign States from 
residing or sojourning in British Tndia without the (on**cnt of the Gov- 
ernment. It is more or less a political measure. The Bombay Public 
Act does provide a parallel. Section *J7 empowers the (ommissioner of 
Police, Bombay, to remove bv force certain undesirables without resort 
to deportation ns suggested in the Bill. 1 wish that the Government 
had adapted a similar measuie by slightly amending the ('nlcuttu Police 
Act. 

There are one or two points in the speech ot the TTon’hle the Mover 
delivered the other day, r.g., his referenee to the goondas who wwo 
about to set fire to the Star Theatre. T have it on Tcliablc authority that 
the boys who did this were local Bengali hndmashcn who made gohnal 
because their privilege to visit the Theatre fiee of '> 0*1 was taken away. 
Fancy this was reported to the Home Member as an incident of goon- 
daism to be dealt with bv a Bill of this kind. The names of these loeal 
hadinashrs and their addresses are in the possession of the management. 
I have read the replies of the various bodies consulted on the subject 
and all of them seem to agree on the principle of the Bill, but insist upon 
certain safeguards. Those associations want their representatives to 
be consulted bv the Government before dejKjrtation. These associa- 
tions are more or less organizations of either the intellectuals or wealthy 
men whose touch with common folk of this city is indeed very remote. 
They have no facility to verify the report of police. In my opinion, 
Sii% it is an extraordinary legislation to hound out . f Mf> had madia of this 
city. The extraordinary power wHl only help rich hadmanha to get 
scot-free by paying heavy premium and many an innocent men will natur- 
ally suffer. However, if the Council is determined to stamp out goon* 
daism by this, the only remedy suggested by the police, I would suggest 
important amendments, e.g “ Goondas ” must be properly defined. 
It is not enough to say that goondAs include hooligans and other roughs 
shout to commit a non-bailable offence. Take the case of an ordinary 
criminal, a pickpocket. He picks your pocket, and if you happen to 
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caJbh him, he gives you a beating: he is a hooligan. Surely you do 
not want to deal with him under the Goondas Act. The Indian Penal 
Code h quite sufficient to deal with him. Take the case of a zuberdust 
gharrywalla who mixes with the goondas. He abuses a passenger for 
not paying him enough or even gives him a beating. Are you going to 
deal with him under this Act? 

As for safeguards, none of the suggestions made by these associa- 
tions of capitalists and intellectuals seem effective. I would like to see 
that goondas are represented by Homebody, a pleader or a missionary, 
before the Government inquiry. I would also suggest that the report 
of the police and the Government inquiry be sent to a High Court Judge 
and expulsion sanctioned with his concurrence. 

It strikes me that l>efore passing this Act the people of Barabazar 
and those localities infested by goondas should organize defence volun- 
teers with police powers. Surely patriotic, young men would lie forth- 
coming armed, backed by the indite and the reserves, to protect them- 
selves against the terrorism of four hundred and odd men on the register 
of the police. This sort of thing was t ritxl in Chinsura and elsewhere 
and the jsdice publicly complimented the work of the defence volun- 
teers. There are certain risks attached to this volunteer work, but 
surely those men who are the hoj»e of patriotism, go to jail, and face 
bullets, should face terrorism and even suffer for it, to protect people 
against terrorism. Let the rich j»eople of Barabnzar keep armed guards 
and give them powers as special constables and see what follows. 
Deportation without trial affects the very foundation of human liberty 
and unless the disease, I mean, goondnism, is so advanced that the 
surgeons last operation, viz ., on the heart is essential, try other 
remedies. It is well-known that in the Continent and America there are 
terrorist societies such as Veudettas, Klu Klux Klan and they are all 
dealt with without resort to deportation. The terrorism practised by 
the members of these secret societies is ten times worse than what is 
practised by Calcutta goondas, and yet* specially* in the United States, 
there is no such Act to deport terrorists of this kind — the ordinary cri- 
minal laws in the United States of America are quite enough to deal 
with theip. 

I therefore urge the Government either to redraft the Bill or amend 
the Calcutta Police Act on the lines of the Bombay Act, Failing this I 
appeal to the members of the Select Committee to provide essential 
safeguards that in the name of stamping out goondaism innocent tip- 
country workers are not deported or clapped into jails. 

Mr, BU 0 YPR 08 AD SINGH ROY: Let xpe begin with the remark 

that from the personnel of the Select Committee it is apparent 'that it ^ 
is the desire of Government that the mufassal members should take 
no part in this debate over the Calcutta Goondas Bill ; because, it being 
a purely local measure, in their opinion the mufassal constituencies are 
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not at »U interested in it. But it is a notorious fact that it ie Aiie 
people from the mufassal, while they are ou visits to Calcutta and are 
o«t sight-seeing or making purchases, who fall more easy victims to 
these goondas than the inhabitants of this city who are quite familiar 
with the ways of these ruffians. So, in my humble opinion, we are as 
much interested in this Bill as the members representing the Calcutta 
constituencies. 

As regards the Bill itself, I am fully aware that it is one of the pri- 
mary duties of the States to maintain law and order, and public, tran- 
quillity in this city cannot be preserved unless and until the Government 
are armed with the lowers which they now propose to take. So I hope 
that every right-thinking* man in this country will support and co* 
operate with Government in their attempt to put down hooliganism in 
this city. I think that the public have every reason to lie grateful to 
Government for introducing this Bill in the Legislative Council though 
this measure is now long overdue. But T am sorrv to hu.v that though 
I fully welcome the general principle which underlies this Bill, I cannot 
give my unstinted support to it. Firstly, because 1 consider that in 
spite of the explanation given by the Hon’lde the Member while intro- 
ducing this Bill the other day, there should lx* no distinction between the 
Bengali and non-Bengali goondas. As has Ixmmi |x>intcd out by 
Mr. Khaitan from tho reply given to my question by the Hon’hle the 
Member himself, there are many Bengali goondus who are equally dan- 
gerous as their up-country brethren. 1 do not think that the country 
will like to shelter them simply because they are Bengalis or hapj»en to 
be domiciled in this province. 1 quite appreciate the Ilon’ble tin* Mem- 
ber s arguments that the Bengal Government cannot with any propriety 
ask other provinces to take hack their own men and to keep them under 
proper control, hut Government cannot shift their own responsibility 
on other Governments by directing the Bengali goondas to leave this 
Presidency; but if no provision is made for them in this Bill, and if the 
Bengali goondas a re # completely excluded from it, how can we get over 
the fact that we shall lx* leaving a very large number of criminals to 
carry on their trade uncontrolled in this city? 

I am not prepared to believe that the removal of their up-country 
leaders will dishearten the Bengali goondas in any way. New leaders 
will at once take the field, the only difference being that they will be 
Bengalis instead of the Punjabis or Peshwaris. 

My second point is that there should be a committee of inquiry, 
that is, a committee of inquiry' consisting of respectable citizens and 
presided over* by a District and Sessions Judge of at least ten years' 
standing. When it was possible for my countrymen to sit in the Special 
Tribunals which tried the anarchists just a few ^ears ago, and for the 
police to induce people to give evidence against these dangerous 
Criminals in open courts trials. I fail to understand why it will 
Hoi bo possible for my countrymen to sit on an inquiry committee 
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lik^this or for the police to procure evidence against these goondas even 
before a committee of inquiry. I think Government will be well 
advise^ not to be guided in this matter by the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Police, who is sure to be misled by his subordinates who will 
actually hold the inquiry. It is a very unpleasant truth that the evi- 
dence produced by the police can be easily manipulated by the parties 
concerned according to their interests when they are men of means and 
influence. So, I think it is equitable that before a man is asked to 
leave this Presidency, he should be given an opportunity of proving his 
innocence at least before an impartial committee of inquiry, if not before 
a Court of Law, that his fate should not be decided by the police officers. 
On the plea of removing goondas from Calcutta, we can on no account 
agree to invest the police with considerable judicial powers and to make 
it an engine of oppression and injustice. 

My last suggestion is that there should be a maximum and minimum 
time-limit within which a man may be directed to leave this Presidency 
and this should be distinctly mentioned in the AH. With these fe'w 
words, 1 tag to welcome the general piinciples which underlie this 
Bill. I ho|>e that the Select Committee will carefully consider the 
suggestions rejx^atedly made by my friends here. 

Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: I beg to support the general 
principles of the Bill that has been intrtshiced in this Council. It is 
known to everybody here that iu Calcutta the goondas ha\e been per- 
petrating the worst of crimes, murders, robtauies, and dacoitios. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT* Will the Member kindly raise bis voice? It is 
very difficult to hear what be is saying. 


Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: To preserve the peace, secu- 
rity, and tranquillity and to sqt the minds of the inhabitants of Calcutta 
at rest, this Bill should l>c introduced and passed at as early a date as 
possible. Of course this Bill should he passed with certain alterations 
and modifications. One which T am going to suggest is that the 
words u is not a Bengali by birth ” should be eradicated because we 
feel that a goonda is a goonda, and that there should he no distinction 
between a goonda who is a Bengali and a goonda who is not a Bengali. 
The object 'of this Bill is to dej>ort the non-Bengali goondas to their 
provinces or presidencies. The question may be raised as to what shall 
he done with regard to the Bengali goondas? To this my suggestion 
is that the Bengali goondas should he sent hack to their own native 
districts, or in cases where they are inhabitants of this city, they should 
he called upon to give security for good behaviour. 

My second suggestion is that as to the inquiry that has been augv 
(rested by my previous speakers, the inquiry should be by the local 
Government with recommendations from the Commissioner of Police 
and in conjunction with the representatives of *the leading people of 
tie locality. * 
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With these moderations and alterations, I recommend that /the 
Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: As a resident of Calcutta I be# to thri^k the 
Government for bringing forward this measure. Bttbu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta has advised us not to rush matters. For my own part, I consider 
ibis to be a belated measure. That it has become absolutely necessary to 
have some additional powers which will effectively restrict, if not entirely 
do away with the activities of the goondas, is acknowledged on all hands. 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has referred to the preventive sections 109 and 
110 of the Criminal Procedure C<xle. In my own experience I have 
realized too clearly the inadequacy of tin* existing powers. My only 
regret is that the Bill makes no attempt to effectively control the activi- 
ties of the Bengali goondas. From the icply given in answer to a ques- 
tion put by a memlier of this House, the number of the latter is none 
too small, especially if you take into considerations the large following 
which many of these goondas have. 

Kumar Shib Nhekhareswur Ray objected primarily been use he con- 
sidered that the Bill did not provide sufficient safeguards; l think that 
also is the objection of my friend Mr. Krishna Chandra ltay Chaudburi, 
the Labour Member; that may l>e so, but in order to bring a man within 
the operation of this Act it will he necessary for the police to show first 
that the man complained against is an old offender who habitually uses 
violence in committing criminal 'offences. This will be some safeguard 
in itself. It must lx* remembered along with this, that this Bill is 
admittedly a special piece of legislation and the question of such safe- 
guards cannot lie lost sight of. 1 daresay that nobody will object to 
include such safeguards as will be found necessary so long as they will 
not be able to defeat the object of the Bill. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I beg most strongly 
to support the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 1 would 
bumbly request the Council to pay some measure of attention to what I 
wish to say because, to some extent, I have come into contact with 
the police administration in Calcutta, and with the indite particularly in 
connection with the goondas. I do not wdsh to suggt^st for a moment 
that goondaism is not rampart, or is not so widespread that special 
efforts, quite apart from the question of sj>eeial powers, are necessary 
to check the evil, but I feel that the Bill w ill introduce an evil greater 
than the evil we are endeavouring to remove. I really cannot appre- 
ciate the argument of Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan, who while speaking 
throughout as if there was no necessity whatsoever for this special 
piece o I legislation, said that because the Government think that it 
* ie necessary, we have got to accept it. Throughout I have considered 
that because the Government think that a particular piece of legislation 
It necessary we should examine it with the most meticulous care. 
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Anticipating a storm of opposition as regards the plenary powers 
of the Government, the Hon’ble the Member has suggested that the Select 
Committee may provide safeguards. I do not wish to say anything 
regarding Select Committees and their constitution. No doubt, they 
will, in all honesty and fairness, attempt to provide safeguards, but it 
is the main principle of the Bill that I am unhappily not in agreement 
with. The main plank of the Bill is the enormous powers given to the 
Commissioner of Police of Calcutta and the Government. Try as much 
as we can, not all non-official bodies associated with the Government will 
be able to deal with the Commissioner of Police and the reports supplied 
by his subordinate officials; not all the protests will he able to temper 
the adamantine opinion of the Government if they intend to deport any- 
body they desire. No safeguards will do. The powers sought to be 
given to the Commissioner of Police must be whittled down, for let me 
tell it plainly, though hesitatingly, for I feel it my duty to do so, that 
we have no confidence whatsoever in the character of the police in 
Calcutta and for this reason. I know from personal experience and 
from inquiries made extensively, that were it not' for the apathy of the 
police in some instances and for their corrupt practice in most others, 
goondaism would not prevail in Calcutta in the measure in which we 
find it here. I speak again from personal experience that in many 
cases goondaN are fostered hy the police and even during the last stormy 
days they were utilized by tl»e [wdice themselves to terrorise the people 
and protect the non-ro-ojieration movement, quite apart from tire acts 
of goondaism and loot and desecration practised bv the police them- 
selves in Mechlin Bazar on which no action has been taken — 

Th» Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N : Is this attack on the police 
relevant, Sir? 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The member is going a little too far. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: But unfortunately 

the rendition of the police of Calcutta * 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We are not discussing the condition of the 
police. It is quite sufficient for the member to say so shortly if he 
objects to any particular powers that he thinks ought not to be given 
to the police. It is not necessary to indulge in a regular diatribe against 
the police. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I may say that in 

those quarters which are frequented by goondas, cocaine smuggling 
and gambling take place and these are not only condoned by the police 
but are even promoted in a measure and police officers give due and 
friendly warning to these culprits themselves. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The member is still attacking the police. I wish 
be would develop his argument in a different way. 
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Mr, HUSEYN 8HAHEEO 3UHRAWARDY: Sir, I am dea|uig 

with the question that {towers are not to be given to the police, both 
Indians and Europeans, considering ns they are at present constituted, 
and it is not possible to dilate upon this point without attacking the 
police. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: I would point out to the momW that he must 
do it in a different way. The way he is proceeding is not in order. 
Whatever the member has to say uixm the matter can he said in one 
sentence. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: This will be a sub- 

stantial source of revenue in the tlmnas and I am sure that the repu- 
tation of the Calcutta Police must 1 h‘ known to all— Sic, I am not 
attacking the jxdiee any further — to Indians and Kurojxums alike. Sir, 
Rai Dr. ITaridhan Dutt Bahadur has demanded that those goondas who 
reside in Bengal may he hound down. But what does this demand lend 
to? Goondas who can jmy Its. 10,000 may go free. Those who are not 
criminals enough to advance Its. 5,000 or Its. 2,000 according to the 
dictates of the i*>wers that lx» will be deported. Or again for satis- 
fying private grudge or on account of family quarrels people may find 
the penalty of the deportation helpful in declaring their foe n gootida. 
Thus under these powers it will lx* jxwsihle to remove many who are not 
goondas and keep many goondas of the more dangerous and richer 
class. I can well understand the desire and the anxiety of the 
police that this Bill should l>e passed bemuse it iR clearly to their 
advantage and will help to give them such flowers as to carry them aliove 
the law. I know that so long as Mr. Wilson or Mr. Bird, who are very 
honest, sincere, hardworking, able, and efficient gentlemen to the corps, 
are there, much mischief cannot lx* done. But they an* anomalies in the 
police service and the rapid deterioration of the jxilire in Talent ta is 
quickly removing such people from the service. I would therefore 
humbly request the House to hesitate considerably before accord- 
ing their support to the Bill and sanctioning restrictions on the 
liberties of the people. We cannot, we must not, place such unlimi- 
ted powers in the hands of the police for, firstly, they will misuse 
those powers; secondly, * the powers at their disposal cannot eradi- 
cate the evil if so desired— i.e. , if it is desired not merely by some 
of the senior officers hut also by the others as well. If special 
precautions bad been taken the evil would have subsided ; if the goonda 
police had worked satisfactorily there would lie no need for this extra- 
ordinary piece of legislation. TKis special power must not be given to 
compensate % the protection which the police would offer against the 
goondas. The cases cited by the Hon'ble the Member in charge are not - 
goonda cases at all. One was a case of pure revenge by an accused who 
bod been acquitted against a person who bad given false evidence against 
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hiA; in the other case some Bengalis were equally concerned. As regards 
the burning of the Star Theatre, I saw the boys themselves ranged outside 
the ro^ of the Deputy Commissioner of. the Criminal Investigation 
Department and most of them were Bengali boys who had gone astray. 
On account of the many imperfections in the Bill in the matter of parin- 
ciples, which cannot be remedied by the Select Committee, I would suggest 
that the Bill be farther circulated so as to get the opinion of the public 
bodies in Calcutta, particularly the opinions of the Bar and the Vakils* 
Library of the Calcutta High Court, and the libraries of the Police 
Court, the Howrah Court, the Seulduh Court and rthe Alipore Court. 
11 lev, with their more specialized knowledge, would be able to tell us 
how the evil cun be met with the j lowers which the jxdice already possess 
and how means can lx* effectively devised without extra judicial powers 
being given to the police. 


Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: T feel that 1 shall not be justified, 
at the fag-end of this day, to inflict a speech upon this House. But 
1 equally feel that it is my duty to accord mv whole-hearted support 
to the principle ujh>ii which this Bill has been framed. It is the out- 
come of representations made from time to time by the various associa- 
tions in Calcutta. There is no denying the fact that the evil of goon- 
daism has grown in spite of the preventive action which has been tried 
from time to time by the police. It is therefore desirable that effective 
steps should be taken to suppress goondaisin in the city of Calcutta. At 
the same time I feel that the Bill does not go far enough. Goondaisin 1ms 
get to be suppressed. No distinction should, therefore. In* made l>etwcen 
up-country or Bengali or Christian goondas. Whatever the place of 
origin of these roughs and hooligans and whatever their parentage, 
thev must be ruthlessly dejxnted. So far as Bengalis are concerned, 1 
believe, the simple remedy would be to intern them within Bengal. 
I do not at this stage propose to go into any details. Some members 
have pointed out, and rightlv, T think, Hie necessity of submitting the 
report of the Commissioner of Police to a judicial authority, for instance, 
a Judge of the High Court. I think it would meet the situation and 
satisfy public opinion if the report against a particular individual or a 
batch of individuals were to be submitted for disposal bv a Judge of the 
High Court. A certain member has suggested the appointment of a 
committee to l>e associated with the Commissioner of Police. I am not 
one of those who has no confidence in the Commissioner of Police of 
Calcutta, but may I ask how many citizens you will find in Calcutta 
who will be prepared to act on this. committee? I know of cases of 
respectable educated men who had refused, although they were eye- 
-witnesses, to depose against hooligans in my port of the city. A respect- 
able gentleman to our surprise was belaboured by a gang of hooligan! 
in mv locality. He was a gentleman drawing* a pension of about 
Be. 400 and waa mercilessly beaten. His zenana was invaded. Tbars 
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were many witnesses and when they were approached they said : u Mfcll, 
we eannot go against the hooligans and give evidence. ” This is the 
position. Under the circumstances it is inconceivable that yjfti will 
get many men to serve on this committee, which some of the members 
are very keen about associating with the Commissioner of Police. I 
would not detain the House any longer. 1 believe the various sugges- 
tions which have been made by the members will be carefully considered 
*by the Select Committee in modifying the provisions of this Bill in order 
that it may be effective without being odious or oppressive. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am one of those unfortunate 
persons who had to sjxmhI the best isn't ion of his life among crimes and 
criminals in and about Calcutta. Having done that, knowing all that I 
do, I welcome this measuie whole-heartedly. I am jierfeetly “willing to 
agree that suggestions might lie made by various jiersons and bodies, both 
public and private, so that the Sided Committee might find their Wuy 
to modify any of these mat tins of piocedure or even principles which are 
harsh, so that there may not l>e any serious danger so far as members of 
the community who are innocent are concerned. But that cannot be 
any reason why we should opjiose tin* introduction of this Bill. Then, 
again, the jKilice may he coimpt or bad, that cannot In* any reason why 
we should not do our pint of the duty. As regards the police, I think 
that the young gentleman who attacked them — 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of order. 
Is the member in order in referring to u fellow-memlier as a young 
gentleman ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Youth is no offence. I do not think Mr. Mnllik 
means anything offensive. But, perhajw, as objection has been taken* 
Mr. Mallik, you might refer to the member as my friend. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May 1 refer to him as the young 
gentleman who chooses to think himself old P 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No, I do not think you can do that. (Laughter.) 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Well, my friend began by 
saying all manner of things against the police. But does he know that 
he is the person who has given them the best certificate? During his 
pr ofessional career of three years he has, on his admission, come to know 
three superior police officers who are in his opinion excellent, gentle- 
manly, efficient, and every thing that is good. I may tell him that 
during my 29 years’ exigence at the bar I know that there are many 
excellent, gentlemanly, and efficient officers in the force, and when be 
hm^26 years’ more experience he will also agree with me. This is my 
point with regard to them. , v 

* I And my name in the list of the Select Committee members and I 
«•» assure the House that I will scrutinise every section of the Bill. 
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If ^ere in anything in the Bill from which any danger is apprehended 
as regards security of the innocent people or if there is anything which 
mighkbe turned into account by unscrupulous persons to the danger of 
their innocent friends or relatives by putting them into trouble then, 
certainly, it should be the duty of every man in the committee to 
oppose them. But if it is not so, then there is no reason why we should 
oppose the Bill merely on account of certain misapprehensions and 
certain fears which do not really exist anywhere. It is not a ques-* 
tion of Calcutta or mufassal. Everybody who knows Calcutta knows 
that there are very few people who would venture to come forward and 
give evidence against n goonda. As regards the suggestion of a panel 
of four men sitting together and judging cases I ran assure the 
House that that will not do. There are very few people who would 
venture to come and give a hearing openly to the goonda cases and be 
marked by the goondas as the persons who tried their rases. Look at 
the facts. It is a measure for our own good, and so far as Bengalis 
are concerned I do not find that there is anything objectionable in the 
Bill. If you are a born Bengali you do not come within the law at 
all. Should it be so or not that is a different question, and T have 
something to say about it. A goonda is a goonda, be be a Bengali 
or an up-country man. But that is not the point. The point is this: 
have we got any other suggestion more efficient or equally efficient 
which we can accept in lieu of this Bill at the present moment? [A 
voice: The Calcutta Police Act.] I find that my friend who has just 
interrupted me has very little knowledge of the Police Act 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That does not matter. No notice need be taken 
of the interruption. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATJH MALLIK: The present Police Act and 
the Criminal Procedure Code from section 107 onwards are absolutely 
inefficacious, because the whole of that is based on a trial in a court, 
where you must have witnesses. If the police does not get witnesses 
they will bring in their patncallas, hiriirnllas, and hackney-carriage 
drivers. When they cannot get respectable persons to give evidence 
they will bring all those persons. They cannot possibly do otherwise. 
Sir, we must have recourse to some measure merely as a matter of 
expediency in order to get rid of this trouble — that is the question. 

I may mention that this was the only thing in which I agreed with the* 
Hon'ble Sir Henrv Wheeler when he was with us. When Sir Henry 
Wheeler first spoke to me about this Bill I cordially supported it. I 
said I welcomed it. He said : “ Mr. Mallik, I am surprised to find that 
you are going to support me in this.” I said : (t I will do so with the 
greatest pleasure, because I am perfectly convinced that there is no 
other machinery which can be so effective for the purpose for wlioh * 
this^has been placed before us.” It will not do to throw this ooL H 
any of my friends ha t© got any suggestions, let him write to the 
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committee, and I can assure him that the greatest possible ^ttentiBn 
will be paid to them and I for myself will throw away the whole Bill 
if there is any other method of coping with the evil. f 

{The Council then adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

* After the adjournment. 

The Hen 1 Me Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : 1 think the debate of this 
afternoon will confirm the Government in thpir view that they have 
the support of the country behind them in this Bill and that the Bill 
meets a real demand on the part of this Council. We may have lagged 
behind public opinion in this matter, although that is an allegation 
not often brought against us; we are generally accused of being too 
far ahead. There are only two speakers who have opposed the motion 
for reference to the Select Committee. One is Mr. H. S. Suhrnwardy, 
who has displayed a very close acquaintance with the goondas and 
whose acquaintance with them lias apparently proved to l>o more for- 
tunate than that of other meml>ers of tins Council, lfis n»»eech, I 
think the Council will agree, contains more bitterness than argument, 
but I would like to point out to him the logical fallacy when he stated 
after a bitter attack upon the past administration of the police that he 
was quite content that no harm can possibly be done so long ns the 
officers like Messrs. Bird and Wilson were there Messrs. Bird and 
Wilson have been in the Calcutta Police for a considerable number of 
years covering a period which is included in Mr. Suhrawardy’s narra- 
tion of police oppression. The other member who opjxwed the motion 
was Mr. K. C. Rav Chaudhuri. With regard to his sj>eeeh f 1 would 
otfly repudiate the statement made that goondas are a part of the honest 
working men who come to Calcutta to seek for employment, and I am 
sure his own constituency will repudiate the statement also. 

Another statement of his attack is the reference in my speech with 
regard to the fire incident in a certain theatre. He said that it was 
not the work of goondas hut the action of certain youths who had Wn 
refused their usual* free admission and who thereupon attempted to 
fire the theatre. Sir, if that is not goondaism, I do not know what is. 
8etting fire to a theatre for being refused free seats is surely an exhibi- 
tion of goondaism that we wish to check. One of the two suggestion* 
that he made against the motion that this Bill should be proceeded with 
WES that the Calcutta Police Act should be amended instead of bring- 
ing in this Bill. But surely it is merely a matter of procedure whether 
w« proceed bv amending the old Act or by bringing in a new Bill. 
That is only a question of procedure and it seems advisable to deal with 
a particular situation by a special Act instead of tinkering with the 
p general law. His other suggestion was an astounding one, namely. 
Ha $ residents of Barabaxar should provide themselves with armed 
gnard*. Surely it is a better way to deal with hooliganism by passing 
M Act like this Han by giving residents of a particular locality the 

* AA 
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pAraiaaiop to keep armed guards to kill the goondas and possibly other 
people. * 

T^th reference to the amendment that has been moved, as soon as 
I hearch that Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta wished the Presidency Magis- 
trates to be consulted, I asked the Secretary of this Council to send 
copies of the Bill to the Chief and Second Presidency Magistrates and 
obtain their views on the subject. No doubt, they will consult other 
Presidency Magistrates in the usual course. If the Council desire that 
any body of legal opinion should be consulted, I have not the slightest 
objection, and I am willing to consult the mover as to what represen- 
tative bodies in Calcutta he desires to have the Bill sent to. 

The speeches this evening have shown, I think, beyond doubt that 
it is the general opinion that the evil is so great that it is necessary 
to tackle it now. One speaker, I think one speaker only, has thrown 
a doubt as to whether special legislation of this kind is necessary. .1 
have already explained in introducing this Bill — and it has also been 
explained in the papers that have l>een eiieulated — the reasons why 
the present law is not sufficient to deal with the goondas. I will not 
take up the time of the Council by going into it again. One principal 
reason is, as has been stated by Mr. Tarit Bhusan Rov, it is almost an 
impossibility to obtain evidence for the prosecution of goondas in the 
ordinary courts. 

A suggestion has been made — I am glad to say that it was not 
taken up by the Council as a whole — that the Bill should be on a 
temporary basis. I think the Council will agree that legislation of 
this kind cannot he a temporary measure. In the first place, the main 
objection to it is that if you pass the Bill for one year and get rid of 
the goondas and do not pass it again next year, the Act lapses and the 
goondas come hack again. « Again, if the Bill is successful, its very 
success stands in the way of Government coining up next year and 
asking for its continuance, because we shall be told that the evil no 
longer exists. Besides, it is always open to the Council to repeal the 
Act. Therefore, I trust that this tentative suggestion will not be 
pursued. % 

The main criticism of the principle of the Bill is that it is an indefi- 
nite one, tfceause the definition of goondas is not precise. That is 
perfectly true; we all know what a goonda is, but very few people ran 
put down a short and concise definition of him, and we are advised that 
the definition we have put in the Bill is the best way of indicating the* 
sort of men who are the goondas. I would point out that you cannot 
deport a man under this Bill because he is a goonda, but only because 
he is of the class of goondas and he is also a man who is about to com- 
mit a non -bailable offence and so forth. 

The other main line of objection is that we do not include the 1 
gali goondas. The reason of that I gave in my opening speech. The 
Bill, as it stands, is lor deporting a certain class of goondas, and I 
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to those gentlemen who are ho keen on maintaining the rjjrhts 
of individuals whether we should have auy justification for exiling from 
Bengal the Bengali goon da and telling him to go elsewhere a>(l find 
hie living. The other provinces would most certainly to our 

doing that, but apart from that, from the j»oint of view of Bengal it* 
jself , have we the right to turn a Bengali out of Bengal? Besides, the 
Bill, I may remind the House, does not impose a punishment; it ia 
only a preventive Bill. It deports those who do not belong to the pro- 
vince; it inflicts no punishment on them unless they come back again. 
In the same way, I think, the House will agree, we have no right to 
exile and so punish a Bengali goonda. If the Select Committee can 
devise a way of dealing with the Bengali goonda short of exiling him. 
Government would certainly be willing to consider their solution. 

Another point raised is that tin* Hill is confined to Calcutta only 
and that Howrah and the mill amis have been excluded. There is 
great force in that. Tin* reason why it is confined only to Calcutta and 
does not include other areas is that it was drawn up entirely on the 
representation of the people of Calcutta, und we provided in it not 
only for goondas living in Calcutta hut also for goondas frequenting 
Calcutta, which would rojx* in goondas who live at Howrah and com- 
mit their depredations in Calcutta. 1 think the present limitations 
of the Bill :tm not altogether satisfactory, but 1 hope the Select Com- 
mittee may he able to find a way out of it. 

The last point I wish to mention is the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons witfi which fault has been found by some mem herd. I have 
been accused by the Kumar Sahib of saying that the Marwaris keep 
goondas. If members will read the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
they will see that it is an unjust accusation. The statement savs that 
“ the Marwaris, on the allegation that police protection is insufficient, 
maintain numbers of the class of men from which the goondas come, 
and thus make it still more difficult for the jadice to deal with the 
evil.” The Statement of Objects and Reasons was drawn up to give 
the House kn account of how the Bill came to he put before it. In 
the course of that it was necessary to explain what the origin of the 
large number of goondas in Calcutta was, and our inquiries dating 
back some years from now, do show that a large number of the class, 
which accounts for these goondas, came down originally as durwaus, 

— X will not use the word Inthuil* — all employed l>v the rich busi* 
ness community of Barabazar. Government never for a moment sug- 
gested that the Marwaris or any other people employ goondrfr, but 
what tbey say is that it was the employment offered bv these people 
which attracted this class of men to Calcutta, and this class of men is 
the class which provides the goondas. I do not say that these men 
once they take to goondaism, remain in the service of the Marwaris, 

Various suggestions have been brought forward for improving the 
Attt, These, no doubt, will be of great assistance to the Select. Cpm- 



440 


THE OOONDAS BILL. [2»th Nov. 1922.]; 

mittta. I Jhink the Houae will agree that the Select Comdlltee 
very representative one and is constituted with the idea of enabling 
Calcutft. to shape the legislation as its public opinion thinks best. I 
am sure (fee suggestions which have been put forward will receive their 
fullest consideration. I trust, therefore, that the House will now 
allow the Bill (o go to the Select Committee. 

Mr. BIJOYPROSAD 3INCH ROY • I move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion that the question be put was then put and agreed to. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: As the Hon’ble the Member has 
accepted inv suggestions, I beg leave to withdraw' inv amendment. 

The amendment of Babu Jndu Bhushan Dutta w’as then, by leave of 
the Council) withdrawn. 

The motion that the (ioondas Bill, 1922, he referred to a Select Com- 
mittee was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : 1 h ave to announce the result of tin* election to 
the Select Committee for the amendment of the Standing Orders. The 
names of those w r ho have been elected are as follows : - 

Mr. A. Man\ 

Dr. 1 1 assail Su lira warily. 

Shah Syed Emdudul TTaq. 

Professor S. 0. Mukherji. 

Bahu lndu Bhushan Dutta. 

Mr. S. M. Bose. 

Mr. Syed Krfan Ali. 

The Deputv-President will also ho a member of the committee in accord- 
ance with Standing Order No. 100, and I nominate Mr. R. Tf. L. 
Langford -lames, one of the Chairmen of the Council, to he on the Com- 
mittee in accordance with the Standing Orders. 

The Committee will meet to-moirow at 11-J10 a.m. at the Town Hall. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor to announce that the Council stands prorogued. 

The members then dispersed. 


B. 8. pm*— ttlMW— : 8. A 
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Mem Ur and the Hon'ble the Local Self- 
Government Minister tor visiting the 
flood stricken area, 335 
01 Government servant hi, 20. 

Fay ^nd — Irawrn b\ the educational in- 
sheeting start of Cubnn, 57 
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Admission <3 - to the sitting* of loi (l | 
> bodie*, till. 

< Wages ol village watchmen, H»3 

, Warehouses 

>-d< iif Maho-hkhal, Jh7 

Water-hyacinth 

Kr« dn at Kin ot, 353 

Water ecarcity in 19ft, 55 
Water-supply schemes, 45 
Water-works 

rr“}x***od Vlidnapore, 3u 

Weavers and dealers of doth in Fahna and 
Tippora, 24ib 

Weaving School at Chittagong, iu*, 2 ih 
W elcome 
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